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INTRODUCTION 


The writing of this history was not a planned operation. It 
developed gradually. 

I was discharged from the Army on October 22, 1945. Several 
months later I was appointed Historian of Zearing Post 116, The 
American Legion. I was recommended for that office by William B. 
Gardiner. The job was easy because Clifford J. Greenberg had 
written an excellent history of the post which covered the period 
from 1919 to 1938: = 

I decided to expand the post history into a complete military 
history of our community. It would cover the veterans of all the 
wars. It would also include all of the veterans organizations of our 
community. 

I had no idea at the beginning of publishing any history. I ex- 
pected to file all of the history with the records of Post 116. The 
military history was not completed until the spring of 1954. It was 
in the spring of 1954 that I decided to enter the military history 
in the history contest sponsored by the Department of Iowa of 
The American Legion. In order to do so I had the military history 
printed. My entry won the Maurice Cahill trophy in 1954. The his- 
tory won the Maurice Cahill trophy again in 1955. 

Now let us return to the community history. I had decided after 
considerable work on the military history that perhaps I should 
record a few facts about our community. These facts would be filed 
with the military history. This was a fortunate decision. I received 
the story of the naming of Zearing, Iowa, from George W. Phillips 
before his last illness. 

In 1953, Nevada, Iowa, celebrated its centennial. Nell Me- 
Nichols asked me to furnish some local history for the centennial 
paper. I was ashamed of the history I furnished. It was totally 
inadequate. I vowed that I would complete a community history 
that would be accurate and detailed. 

A great many people have helped-me obtain the necessary infor- 
mation. I could not name all of them. It mattered not if substantial 
information was needed or some minor facts, there was always 
someone willing to help. For’ example, Lena Richardson Warner 
furnished the story of the founding of Zearing, Iowa. Clay Reed 
wrote an article about Illinois Grove. Albert W. Crain made a 
twenty mile trip to Hubbard, Iowa, to obtain two dates for me. 

It was the interest displayed by so many people that brought 
me to the decision that I should publish the history. I knew it 
would be a difficult job. However, I was convinced that the publi- 
eation would be appreciated. 

When I started the community history I thought that I would 
include family sketches of the important families living in our 
community prior to 1910. I soon came to the conelusion that I 
could not judge which families contributed most to the welfare of 


our community. I was born in 1907. I did not have the personal 
knowledge necessary to select the important families. So I decided 
to obtain family sketches of as many families as I could. Of course, 
I left out some families when the evidence seemed to indicate that 
they did not regard our community as their permanent home com- 
munity. The idea of unlimited family sketches delayed the com- 
pletion of the history for many months. 


The history is as accurate as I could possibly make it. I checked 
and re-checked. I would swear under oath that the stories of the 
first pioneers, the founding of Zearing, the naming of Zearing, and 
the history of that type is absolutely correct. If there were any 
doubts about anything I mentioned the doubts in my story. 

However, I could not swear under oath that every date in the 
family section is correct. I was very careful and did my very best 
to get a completely accurate sketch for every family. Most of the 
dates were checked from several sources. A great many were taken 
from obituaries and then checked with the dates on the tombstones. 
If you don’t believe me ask Loren E. Norman how many miles he 
walked in cemeteries. Loren helped me to obtain cemetery infor- 
mation for the history. 


Suppose I list some eases to illustrate how difficult it is to be 
absolutely certain as to the correctness of family dates. 

The tombstone of John E. Craft gave the year of 1933 as the 
time of his death. His obituary was published in The Tri County 
News on December 1, 1932. This indicates the date on the tomb- 
stone is not correct. 


The obituary of Maria Blayney Scott was published in The 
New Tri County News on November 1, 1951. The tombstone has the 
date of 1952 as the year of death. 


The notice of the death of Mary Luella Sparrow Fines appeared 
in The New Tri County News on May 12, 1949. The year of 1948 
is on her tombstone. 


The obituary of Elva Edith Sparrow Hoberland was published 
in The New Tri County News on March 3, 1949. The year of 1948 
is on her tombstone. 


The obituary of Edward R. Fry recorded the time of his death 
as 7:30 p.m. on June 19, 1923. The tombstone date is June 20, 1923. 

The information on the tombstone of Horatio C. and Pauline 
Mallory Wickham does not agree with the information in this his- 
tory. The information in this history has been taken from the 
Wickham family history. This was done at the suggestion of Lulu 
Wickham Cerka. 

Perhaps the examples listed above will point out some of the 
difficulties encountered in family sketches. 

You may wonder why family dates have been included in this 
history. They have been included to help anyone wanting to write 
a family history. Dates are very important also in dealing with 
the government. 


J am very sorry that so many of the people who helped me with 
this history are deceased. They will never have the opportunity to 
pass judgement on my efforts. The names that I recall at the 
present time are George W. Phillips, Nellie Richardson Lewis 
Warner, Clay Reed, Claude Reed, James A. Ruxton, John A. John- 
ston, Anna K. Fry, and John Hoberland. 

There are four ladies living in this community in 1956 who 
deserve some credit in the writing of this history. They helped in 
the difficult task of teaching me the 3 R’s at good old Maple Hill 
country school in Section 14. They are Lola McBride Johnston, 
Lela Galbreath Madison, Mary Allen Lundy, and Alice Johnston 
Brierley. 
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JUDGE WILLIAM MITCHELL ZEARING 


The picture of Judge Zearing was furnished for this history by 
Eleanor Cloud Roe of El Paso, Texas. Eleanor is a niece of the Judge, 


OUR RURAL COMMUNITY 


PRAIRIE LAND 


Our community, in 1854, was virgin prairie covered by tall 
erass. The grass in many places was tall enough to hide large 
animals. In the fall terrific prairie fires raged across the country. 
The only trees were located along the streams. There was no pro- 
tection on the open prairie when the winter blizzards came. 

Horatio C. Wickham came to central Iowa in September, 1855, 
to buy land. He stated that he came from Ithaca, New York, to 
Dubuque, Iowa, by train. He traveled by stage from Dubuque to 
Iowa City. Then he traveled on another stage to Fort Des Moines. 

Horatio procured government plats from the land office at Fort 
Des Moines. He hired a surveyor and a horse and buggy. He came 
to our community and selected land in Section 10. 

Horatio said that the prairie was beautiful during the spring 
and summer. It was a vast sea of grass and flowers. There were 
large flocks of geese, ducks, prairie chickens, and smaller birds. 
There were also small herds of deer and elk. 

Some of our early pioneers reported seeing an occasional bear. 
Wolves howled at night. However, we found no evidence in the 
records of any buffalo in this area. 

The prairie was dotted with countless ponds. There were no 
roads in the 1850’s. Early settlers gradually established safe trails 
around the ponds. 

Many open country pioneers moved to the timber in the winter 
for protection from the blizzards. Hlinois Grove was the nearest 
timber for the pioneers in our community. 

Land was usually plowed one year and planted the next. The 
first plowing turned up huge chunks of sod and the best way was 
to let the sod rot. Some pioneers could not wait that long for a 
crop. So they cut holes through the sod and planted the crop. Later 
they plowed the remainder of the field. 


LINCOLN TOWNSHIP 
Story County, Towa 


The supervisors of Story county approved the formation of 
Lincoln township on June 6, 1866. Any other legal steps necessary 
after that date were mere formalities. I mention the possibility of 
further legal steps because Allen’s history of Story county gave 
the year, 1867, as the year Lincoln township was formed. 

The following story of the approval of a new township called, 
Lincoln, has been taken from the official minutes. 
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June 4, 1866: A petition from Horatio GC. Wickham and others 
praying for the organization of a new township in the northeast 
corner of the county was presented and on motion of Shenkle, it 


was referred to a special committee consisting of Thompson, Boyes, 
and Shenkle. 


June 5, 1866: On the petition of Horatio C. Wiekham and 
others for the organization of a new township in the northeast 
corner of the county, to be known as a civil township by the name 
of Dayton, the committee reported favorably and the report was 
adopted by the board. The committee report was signed by F. D. 
Thompson, H. H. Boyes, and B. R. Shenkle. 


June 6, 1866: Minutes of yesterday were read and approved 
with the following amendments. That the name of the new town- 
ship in the northeast corner of the county be ealled Lineoln, in- 
stead of Dayton, as adopted yesterday, and that the first election 
therein be holden at the school house near Illinois Grove. 


I might point out that the school house mentioned could have 
been the Wickham school. It was the only school house that could 
have been in existence in 1866 within the boundaries of the new 
township. As I stated in another part of our history the Wickham 
school house was certainly built some time in the period from 1860 
to April 25, 1868. The above directive seems to be possible evidence 
that the Wickham school house was built before June 6, 1866. 


THE FIRST SETTLERS 


JOHN CAMPBELL 


Inncoln Township’s First Settler 


Lincoln township was not named until 1866. However, John 
Campbell was the first settler in the territory that later became 
Lineoln township, Story county, Iowa. John was alone when he 
started farming in 1854. It is possible that he may have camped 
on his land. He did not build a permanent residence in 1854. John 
was married in the spring of 1855. John and his wife moved to a 
permanent residence on the farm in 1856. 

It might be interesting for our readers to know the procedure 
whereby John Campbell acquired his first eighty acres. Lynn W. 
Eley, Ph. D., of Washington, D. C., obtained the information from 
the land office in Washington. 

Forty acres were given by Military Warrant No. 7242 to a 
soldier by the name of Melville Wambaugh for his service in the 
Mexiean War. Wambaugh assigned the warrant to Hoyt Sherman 
of Polk county, Lowa. 

Francis W. Sims held forty acres under Military Warrant No. 
95,388 for his service in the Mexican War. Sims also assigned his 
warrant to Hoyt Sherman. 

Hoyt Sherman sold the land deseribed above to John Campbell. 
Later John acquired another forty acres from Hoyt Sherman. John 
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completed the ownership of 160 acres by the purchase of forty 
acres from a man named Miles White. 

The 160 acres constituted the NE'4 of Section 12, Lincoln 
township. 

We are indebted to Clara Grimm of the Drake University 
library staff, Des Moines, Iowa, for her help in obtaining infor- 
mation about the John Campbell family. May we also say that 
without the help of Amy Noll of Des Moines, obtaining information 
about the early settlers in Lincoln township would have been very 
difficult. 


CAMPBELL-MILLER 


John Campbell, m. Maria Miller, May 22, 1855. From the 
D. A. R. Register, vol. 8, Iowa, page 36. (Marshall county). 

The marriage record at the Marshall county court house con- 
tains very little additional information. The record does state that 
they were married by Rev. William C. Smith. Smith was very 
prominent in the early history of Marshall county. 


1856-Iowa CENSUS 


John Campbell, age 30, native of England 
Anna Maria Miller Campbell, wife, age 19, native of 
Pennsylvania 


Clerk of the District Court 
Lake KE. Davisson, Clerk 
Nevada, Iowa 
October 15, 1953 


In answer to your inquiry concerning the will of John Campbell, 
I will state that the files and records for that period are incomplete. 
We presume that they have been that way since the court house 
burned in the 1860’s. 

John Campbell did not leave a will. The documents on file do 
not state the date of his death. The widow, Anna Maria Miller 
Campbell, was appointed Administratrix of the estate by the court 
on March 17, 1859. At the same time she was appointed guardian 
of the two children, Frank Andrew Campbell, and Mary Jane 
Campbell. 

The estate consisted of a small amount of personal property, 
1€0 acres of Story county land, and 160 acres of Mitchell county 
land. The mortgage on this property amounted to $1,152.26. The 
court ordered the property sold at publie auction at the court house 
door in Nevada to satisfy the mortgage. The sale was held on 
September 17, 1859. 

As to the date of death, a claim filed against the estate by 
James R. Howard of Marshall county, Iowa, stated that Howard 
had sold hogs and pork to John Campbell on September 4, 1858. 
Howard sold two hogs at $6.50 each and eight pounds of pork at 
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514 cents per pound. From this claim it can be determined that 
John Campbell died some time between September 4, 1858, and 
March 17, 1859. 

The marriage record shows that the widow, Anna Maria Miller 
Campbell, was married to John Thomas Wyatt on August 4, 1859, 
at Nevada, Iowa, by County Judge G. A. Kelloge. 


1860—-lowa CENSUS 


John Thomas Wyatt, age 20, native of Indiana 

Anna Maria Miller Campbell Wyatt, wife, age 23, native 
of Pennsylvania 

Mary Jane Campbell, age 4, native of Iowa 

Frank Andrew Campbell, age 2, native of lowa 

We have very little additional information. John Thomas Wyatt 
enlisted in the Army when the Civil War started. His residence 
was given as Marshalltown, Iowa, at that time. Wyatt is buried in 
the Soldiers Home Cemetery at Marshalltown. 

We found no records after the 1860 census containing infor- 
mation about Anna Maria or the children. Not even Wyatt’s pen- 
sion application. 

We are curious about the burial place of John Campbell. Was 
he buried on his farm? Or was his body taken to some distant burial 
place. Only a few cemeteries were in existence in this area in 1858- 
1859. We could not find a record of the burial of John Campbell in 
any of them. 


THE Jacosp Y. MILLER FAMILY 


Members of the Jacob Y. Miller family were the first settlers 
to actually live in a permanent residence in the territory which 
was later named Lincoln township. The Miller family moved to 
their farm in Section 12 in the spring of 1855. 

There is evidence that Jacob Y. Miller may have been the 
father-in-law of the first settler, John Campbell. We are stating 
the possibility. We can not prove it. 

The land owned by Miller in 1855 is owned by Hillis H. Crain 
in 1956. Hillis graciously allowed us to use his abstract to obtain 
information for this history. The abstract showed that Jacob Y. 
Miller owned the E4% of the SE14 of Section 12. Approximately 
eighty-three acres at that time because there were no roads. 

There are no buildings or trees in 1956 to mark the site where 
Miller lived in 1855. To locate the site in 1956, go to the southeast 
corner of Section 12. Go north on the east side of Section 12. Just 
before you reach the one-half mile line you will notice a small hill 
on the west side of the road in Section 12. Miller lived there. 


1856—-Iowa CENSUS 


Jacob Y. Miller, age 45, native of Germany, naturalized 
voter 
Ellen, wife, age 46, native of Pennsylvania 
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David, age 14, native of Pennsylvania 
Martha E., age 12, native of Pennsylvania 
Michael, age 10, native of Pennsylvania 
William, age 4, native of Pennsylvania 


1860—Iowa AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 
JACOB Y. MILLER 


60 acres improved, 60 acres unimproved—eash value, $800 
Farm implements—cash value, $75 
Livestock—4 horses, 2 milk cows, 6 hogs—cash value, $250 
Grain—80 bushels wheat, 50 bushels Indian corn, 50 bushels 
oats 
Information concerning the Miller family covers the period from 
1855 to 1860. There is no record giving the destination of the Miller 
family when the family left Lincoln “township. I could not locate 
their old home in Pennsylvania. 


f 


Lng * 


£Y/VV ¥ 
The Barkdull family moved to their farm in the territory which 
later became Lincoln township in the late summer of 1855. Silas 
Barkdull owned the N14 of the NW14, of Section 12. 
The land that Barkdull owned in 1855 is owned by Rolland 
Philpot, Story county assessor, in 1956. Rolland checked his ab- 
stract and gave me the information it contained. 


BARKDULL Agr pee (pn ay) 


1856—-Iowa CENSUS 


Silas Barkdull, age 27, native of Ohio 

Ann, age 31, native of England 

Sarah J., age 6, native of Ohio banal 
John O., age 6, native of Ohio DaAw1u 
Caroline, age 2, native of Ohio 

Ruth A., age 0, native of Iowa 


The Barkdull family did not live in Lincoln township very long. 
According to the information furnished by pea eod Philpot, the 
family moved to, Mitchell county, lows, in 1857 


44), 


eee, 


Horatio C. Wickham stated that the Ragan’ family lived in the 
northeast part of Section 3 in the territory that later became Lin- 
coln township. Clarence Twedt of Story City, lowa, owns the land 
in 1956. Clarence could not find the name Ragan on his abstract. 

After more investigation I discovered that the land where 
Ragan lived was in dispute. Both Ragan and John Gilmore Sr. 
claimed title to it. Gilmore won and in the summer of 1856, Ragan 
moved from Lincoln township. Ragan had moved to Lincoln town- 
ship in the late summer of 1855. 


lA Le 
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1856-Iowa CENSUS 


Thomas Ragan, age 50, native of Ireland 
Hannah, age 40, native of Ireland 
Thomas Jr., age 0, native of Iowa 
Note: We now come to the grand old names of our community. 
They are Gilmore, Wickham, and Norton. The three families pur- 
chased land in the territory which later became Lincoln township 
in the fall of 1855. They started farming in the spring of 1856. The 
three families have descendants living in our community in 1956. 


GILMORE 


Land Purchase—John Gilmore Sr. on September 26, 1855, 151 
acres, Section 3, paid at the rate of $1.25 per acre, cash paid, in- 
cluding fees, $189.815. 

John Gilmore Sr. was born in Ireland on December 24, 1831. 
His first wife, Martha, was also born in Ireland. Their first child, 
Elizabeth, was listed in the 1856 Iowa census as a native of Iowa, 
age 0. 

John Sr. and Martha were the parents of five children. They 
were Elizabeth, William, James, Nettie, and Lydia. 

Martha died on October 10, 1880. Elizabeth died on August 19, 
1868. Lydia died’ on February 17, 1869. They are buried in the 
Illinois Grove Cemetery. 

When James Breen died in Ireland, his widow, Elizabeth Breen, 
eame to the United States. James and Elizabeth were the parents 
of three children. They were Maggie, Cassie, and Robert. Robert 
is buried in the Zearing Cemetery. Maggie married Fred Bump. 

The widow, Elizabeth Breen, married John Gilmore Sr. John Sr. 
and Elizabeth were the parents of four sons. They were John, 
Thomas, Edward, and Luther. 

The son, John, has lived in our community all of his life. For 
historical purposes he should probably be listed as John Jr. How- 
ever, who would dare to list a well built man of Irish descent as 
Junior? So in this history the father is listed as John Sr. and the 
son as John. : 

John Sr. died on February 21, 1918. Elizabeth died on May 9, 
1910. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


WICKHAM 


Horatio Cone Wickham was born on September 10, 1833, at 
Enfield Falls, Tompkins county, New York. Pauline R. Mallory 
was born on June 6, 1837, at Dryden, Tompkins county, New York. 
Horatio and Pauline were married in New York on December 31. 
1857. 

The following information was furnished by Lynn W. Eley 
from the land office files in Washington, D. C. 

Section 10, W1% of the SW14, $1.25 per acre, October 8, 1855, 
Horatio C. Wickham, paid $100.00. 
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A short time after Horatio started farming the above land, he 
was stricken by a fever. As a result he lost the farm. However, 
relatives in New York came to his aid and he purchased the SE14 
of the SW14 of Section 10. He established his home on this land 
and lived there for many years. 

Horatio and Pauline were the parents of fifteen children. They 
were: 

Eliza J., born in Iowa on September 25, 1858. She married 
Henry Bunker. They lived in Missouri. 

Harriet Elizabeth, born in Iowa on December 10, 1859. She mar- 
ried Bert Abbott. They lived in Illinois Grove. 

Minerva Bell, born in New York on January 30, 1861. She did 
not marry. Minerva was the only one of the children born in New 
York. It seems that on the way home with the new baby, Horatio 
and Pauline were confronted with the problem of a sick horse. 
They were alone on the prairie some miles from home. It was night. 

Horatio decided to walk home for another horse. He gave the 
gun to Pauline and told her to stay in the wagon with the little 
girls, Eliza and Harriet, and the baby, Minerva. Pauline was 
alone on the prairie with the children nearly all night. She said 
later that the thought of wolves or a bear frightened her the most. 

Robert Harry, born in Iowa on March 9, 1862. He was a sur- 
veyor. 

Henrietta, born in Iowa on May 22, 1863. She married Albert 
Jessup. Henrietta died in a prairie fire in South Dakota in 1889. 

Frank Delos, born in Iowa on December 3, 1864. He lived in 
Lincoln township. Frank did not marry. 

Mary Pauline, born in Iowa on October 7, 1866. She married 
Edward (Ned) Adams. They lived in Lincoln township. 

William Russell, born in Iowa on November 11, 1867. He mar- 
ried Phoebe Phillips. They lived in Lincoln township. 

Charles Orren, born in Iowa on January 29, 1869. He married 
Jessie Madole. They lived in Lincoln township. 

Lydia Ellen, born in Iowa on August 10, 1870. She married 
George W. Arrasmith. They lived in Lincoln township. 

Eva Jane, born in Jowa on February 20, 1872. She married 
Lewis Phillips Sr. They lived in Lincoln township. 

Ezra Cornell, born in Iowa on November 9, 1874. He moved to 
Virginia. 

Anna Laura, born in Iowa on March 26, 1876. She lived in 
Nevada, Iowa. Anna did not marry. 


John Quiney, born in Iowa on November 9, 1877. He married 
Dora Rich. John was the city engineer of Ames, Iowa. Later he 
moved to Florida. John was killed in an auto accident in Florida 
in 1940. 

Lulu Edith, born in Iowa on August 18, 1882. She married 
Henry A. Cerka. They lived in Lincoln township. 

Lulu Edith is the only daughter of Horatio and Pauline who is 
living in 1956. Ezra Cornell is the only son alive in 1956. 
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Horatio was the secretary of the first school board meeting held 
in Lineoln township. He was prominent for many years in Lincoln 
township school affairs. The first school house in the township was 
called the Wickham school. 

Amos A. Bartine helped Horatio build the buildings on the 
Wickham farm. Amos walked to Illinois Grove from Davenport, 
Iowa, in 1855. Horatio and Amos stayed at the Abbott home in 
Illinois Grove during the construction of the Wickham buildings. 

Horatio died on December 29, 1912. Pauline died on July 9, 
1910. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


NortTON 


Levi Norton was born in Pennsylvania on August 3, 1823. This 
Levi Norton should not be confused with the Levi Norton who 
moved to Lincoln township in 1896. Levi’s wife, Catherine Gilmore, 
was born in Ireland on April 17, 1838. 

The Norton family started farming in the spring of 1856. They 
had purehased a farm in Section 4 in 1855. 

Levi and Catherine were the parents of six children. They were: 

Jerusha Norton Gilmore, born on November 11, 1855. 

Kliza Norton MeCaskie, born on October 10,.1857. 

Samuel J. Norton, born on February 5, 1860. 

Thomas W. Norton, born on February 13, 1864. 

Fanny Norton Williams, born on Mareh 23, 1870. 

Emily Belle Norton, born on July 17, 1873. 


1860—-Iowa AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 
Levi Norton 


65 acres improved, 78 acres unimproved—eash value, $600. 

Farm implements—cash value, $100. 

Livestock—2 mules, 2 milk cows, 1 other cattle, 7 hogs—eash 
value, $250. 

Grain—40 bushels wheat, 200 bushels Indian corn, 56 bushels 
oats. 

Levi died on August 15, 1901. Catherine died on January 18, 
1901. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


SUMMARY 


Horatio C. Wickham in a letter written to a Story county atlas 
committee stated that the Campbell, Miller, Barkdull, Ragan, Gil- 
more, Wickham, and Norton families were the only families who 
actually lived in the territory which was later called Lincoln town- 
ship in the period 1854 to 1860. 

Our own study of the local records and the Iowa census brings 
us to the same econelusion. We agree with Horatio that the seven 
families named by him were the only families to establish homes in 
Lincoln township during the period of 1854 to 1860. 
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LINCOLN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 


Under this heading we are including only the country schools 
of Lincoln township. 


THe WICKHAM ScHOOL 


The Wickham school house was the first school house in Lincoln 
township and also the first public building. The school house was 
used for public meetings, church, and social affairs. 

The Wickham school was located in the northeast corner of 
the NW14 of the NW14 of Section 15. Because it was a very 
important building in the pioneer history of Lincoln town- 
ship, we tried every source of information we could think of to 
establish the date it was built. We also wanted the name of the 
person who built it. We failed to get the desired information. 


This picture of the Wickham 
school was taken after the school 
house had been abandoned. The 
picture was furnished for this 
history by Lulu Wickham Cerka. 


We are certain that the Wickham school house was built some- 
time between 1860 and April 25, 1868. There were no children of 
school age living near Section 15 prior to 1860. The contract for 
the second school house in Lincoln township was let on April 25, 
1868. When the Wickham school house was built it contained log 
seats and a dirt floor. The building was improved later. 

We have one list of the enrolled pupils at the Wickham school. 
The list was contained in the report of Ben B. Smith, teacher, for 
the period from December 6, 1886, to February 28, 1887. Miss May 
Phillips gave us the report. 


Mary Wickham Ora Mitchell 
Jane Wickham ~ Emma Mitchell 
Lydia Wickham Emery Starr 
Charles Wickham William Mitchell 
William Wickham Anna Wickham 
Orren Holcomb Ella Morris 
Laura Starr Charles Morris 
Frank Wickham John Morris 
Cornell Wickham Virgil Laneaster 


John Wickham Georgia Morris 
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A few years after the above report the question developed which 
decided the fate of the Wickham school. The school house needed 
repairing. Horatio C. Wickham and neighbors living in the im- 
mediate vicinity wanted to rebuild the Wickham school. Residents 
living near the Hardin county line wanted a school house nearer 
their homes. The final decision resulted in a new school house loeat- 
ed between the Wickham school and the Hardin county line. 

After the death of Horatio C. Wickham in 1912, his daughter, 
Eliza, inherited the forty acres containing the Wickham school 
house. Horatio’s son-in-law, Henry A. Cerka, bought the forty acres 
and the abandoned school house from Eliza. Henry moved the school 
house to his home which was located in the southwest corner of 
Section 10. He used the building as a private garage. 

The building has been remodeled into a double garage. Several 
years ago Delos Cerka showed me the Wickham school motto which 
at that time was still visible on the wall of the garage. The motto, 
‘‘Not how much but how well,’’ had survived the ravages of time. 
There was also a sign, ‘‘ Welcome, 1887.’’ 


Minutes—First LiIncoLN TowNnsHip ScHoot BoArp MEETING 


A meeting of the citizens was held this afternoon, Saturday, 
March 2, 1867. Samuel X. Oakes was chosen chairman and Horatio 
C. Wickham, secretary pro tem. The meeting then proceeded to an 
election of three sub directors to serve for the ensuing year. 

Henry Norton’s vote was challenged but he finally swore it in. 

The meeting then proceeded to a ballot resulting in the election 
of Wallace H. Terwilliger, Alonso Stebbins, and Horatio C. Wick- 
ham as sub directors. 

It was moved and seconded to levy a tax of 3 mills on the dollar 
upon the assessed valuation of the property in the township for the 
contingent fund. Carried. 

It was moved and seconded to hold ten months of school during 
the year. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 

Horatio C. Wickham, Secretary Pro Tem. 

The above minutes were copied from the official ledger. The 
minutes appeared in the ledger in the hand writing of Horatio C. 
Wickham. 


CouNTRY SCHOOLS 


The April 25, 1868, meeting awarded a contract to build the 
second school house in Lincoln township. The school house was to 
be located in the northwest corner of the NE! of Section 8. In 
later years the school was called the Beach school. 

The following bids were submitted for the building: 

John S. Golly—$625 Nicholas A. Ufford—#600 

William H. Golly—$680 Amos A. Bartine—$670 

G. H. Howard—$625 


Nicholas A. Ufford was awarded the contract. 
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On May 8, 1869, the township school board awarded the con- 
tract to build the third school house in Lincoln township. It was 
to be located in the northwest corner of the SW!4 of Section 
21. Nicholas A. Ufford submitted the low bid of $680 and was 
eranted the contract. This was the school house which later served 
the children of Zearing until a town school could be built. 

The township school board on September 20, 1869, paid Emily 
Harris the sum of $31.25 for five weeks salary as a school teacher. 

On March 18, 1872, upon motion of EK. M. Burke, the school 
board president was instructed to sell the contracts for furnishing 
eoal and kindling for the school houses, for all purposes, for the 
year commencing on March 18, 1872. Coal to be good coarse coal 
and the kindling to be dry and of good quality. 

John Gilmore Sr. received the fuel contract for District No. 1 
for the sum of $22.50. 

I am including a couple of country school roll calls at this point 
in the country school history. 


Roll Call 

District No. 4 

Term—December 4, 1893, to March 28, 1894 
Addie V. King—Teacher 


Victor Fiteh Edith Thornton 
Ernest Fitch Ida Haase 
Fred Thornton Minnie Haase 
Charles Haase Pearl Mead 
August Cerka May Mead 
William Cerka Nellie Mead 
Herbert Fitch Ruby Helson 
George Mead | Mayme Cerka 
Charles Burkhart Erma Harlan 
Bertha Mead | Carrie Young 
Grace Thornton Minnie Burkhart 
Roll Call 


District No. 1 
Term—December 18, 1893, to March 9, 1894 
Minerva B. Wickham—Teacher 


Charles Bryant William Adams 
Mose Bryant Altie Bryant 
Thomas Bryant Flo Hampton 
Louis Grimm | Viola Hampton 
Rosa Stebbins Ada Meekins 
Nellie Bryant Ernest Meekins 
Clayton Parker John Bryant 
Malinda Grimm Edith Meekins 
Myrtle Bryant George Bartley 
Lottie Adams — Martha Bryant 


Annabelle Bartley Birdie Bryant 
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Edna Bartley Flora Stebbins 
Lily Bryant Edward Stebbins 
Tecie Bainter 


Night school was available for interested persons in some of the 
Lincoln township country schools. Persons interested could organize 
a class, procure a teacher, and journey to the country school for 
instruction. 

George W. Phillips taught a bookkeeping class at Maple Hill 
No. 5 in 1895. The school house was located in the southeast corner 
of Section 14. Members of the class were Gertrude Golly, Ray Golly, 
Claude Golly, Emma Mitchell, Louis Grimm, and John A. Johnston. 


George and John A. Johnston were amused in later years by 
an incident which took place during the bookkeeping instruction. 
George had given a careful lecture on debits and eredits. When 
George finished, John asked a question. John said that he under- 
stood the matter of debits and credits but he wondered where the 
profits were located. 


THE CLOSING OF OUR COUNTRY SCHOOLS 


Lineoln township voted for a consolidated school in 1919. In 
those days there were no heated school busses. To eliminate some 
of the opposition to consolidation it was proposed that a country 
school be left in each corner of the township. The proposal meant 
that small children living some distance from Zearing would not 
be forced to ride in the unheated busses. 

After the new consolidated school house was built a landowner 
in one of the corner districts complained. He wanted his children 
to have the advantage of the new school. The complaint meant the 
end of the country schools in Lincoln township. The legal ruling 
stated that consolidation was effective in all parts of the township. 
Separate country schools could not be maintained. 

Country schools disappeared from Lincoln township many years 
ago. However, many of us retain fond memories of our country 
school days. 


LINCOLN TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT 


The township records are incomplete. We have no records prior 
to 1884. The records from 1915 to 1925 are missing. 

The important unit in Lincoln township government has always 
been the board of trustees. In the early days of Lineoln township 
the trustees had charge of the township roads. The board also had 
certain powers in the tax field and in later years took over the 
supervision of the local cemetery. The importance of the board of 
trustees has declined in recent years. This is true because the town- 
ship roads are now controlled by the county board of supervisors. 

The township clerk is in charge of the township records. The 
township constable was important in the early history of the town- 
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ship. The assault on Charles Ingram in the Zearing depot in 1883 
resulted in Cyrus P. Bean, township constable, being called into 
action. 

Justice of the peace was an important office in the township in 
the pioneer days. There are many references in the records con- 
cerning the work of James M. Price as justice of the peace. 

The township assessor was a very important official for many 
years. In 1956, the assessor is a deputy from the county assessor’s 
office. 


The greatest problem facing township officials in the days of 
long ago was the road problem. The township was dotted with ponds 
in those days. The mud was very black and very sticky. The pioneer 
trustees had to start from the beginning. In later years the auto- 
mobile complicated the problem. There wasn’t enough money to do 
the job all at once. Mile after mile was gradually added to the town- 
ship road system. 


In spite of the many jokes about the poll tax system, it was 
important in early road building. Township residents could work 
their poll tax on the township roads. The township road boss had 
charge of the workers. He was hired by the trustees. 

A great deal of the early road work was done by volunteer 
labor. I can remember when the farmers in our neighborhood gravel- 
ed a half mile of road. There wasn’t any machinery to spread the 
gravel evenly. So there was a dip between the loads. I enjoyed driv- 
ing my father’s Model T over the road at the terrific speed of 
twenty-five miles per hour. It was a pleasing sensation. 


A partial list of the men who served Lincoln township follows: 


CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


1884 John Adams 1896-03 William J. Lightfoot 
1885 Hiram O. Norton 1904-06 Thomas G. Couser 
1886 Asa M. Williams 1907-11 Fred Bump 
1887 Aaron Laneaster 1912-14 William J. Lightfoot 
1889 Esau A. Allen 1926-40 George W. Eley 
1890 Edward F. Bartlett 1941-50 William C. Young 
1893-95 Nathan A. Perry 1951- Brantley Jones 
TOWNSHIP CLERKS 
1884-86 J. H. V. Willits -1907-10 George E. Mead 
1887-89 John H. Guthrie 1911-14 Harry W. Lightfoot 
1890-94 George W. Phillips 1926-28 Seymour R. Hix 
1895-038 Charles A. Burkhart 1929-52 Harry Wolford 
1904-06 Arthur P. Couser 


We have listed the township officials only when we found their 
names in the record books. We could not compile a complete list 
because of the missing records. 
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George W. Eley, John Campbell, and August Louis Grimm were 
the trustees in 1926. They served on the board until their deaths. 
George W. Eley died in 1941. John Campbell died in 1936. August 
Louis Grimm died in 1947. 

Their positions on the board were taken he William C. Young, 
August Cerka, and Brantley Jones. 

Brantley Jones, Clifford EK. Gildersleeve, and Wilbur C. Eley 
are serving on the board of trustees in 1956. John A. (Archie) 
Lund is the township clerk. 


THE ZEARING FAMILY 


GENERAL HISTORY OF THE ZEARING FAMILY 


The Zearing family in the United States is descended from 
German royalty. Rosamond R. Colton of Western Springs, Illinois, 
said that she was startled to learn that the Zearing family can be 
traced to 400 A. D. The Romans built a castle in Baden, Germany, 
about 65 A. D. It was destroyed by the Franks or Huns. The Zear- 
ing family rebuilt the castle. 

Ludwig Zearing was the first member of the family to come to 
the United States. He came before 1732. Ludwig purchased land 
from William Penn near Johnstown, Pennsylvania. A direct de- 
secendant of Ludwig, Henry Zearing, served with General Wash- 
ington at Brandywine. Henry was an officer in the American 
Revolution. 


JOHN AND MARTIN ZEARING 


Luelja Zearing Gross wrote an account of the Zearing family 
which was published by the Illinois State Historical Society in 
1921. Luelja said the brothers, John and Martin, made a tour of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois in 1834. They selected Bureau county, 
Illinois, for their future home. 

Martin Zearing, his wife, Sarah Shafer Zearing, and their 
seven children arrived in Princeton, Illmois, on May 9, 1836. We 
understand that Zearing, Illinois, was named in honor of a direct 
descendant of Martin Zearing. 

In our history we are interested in the family of John Zearing. 
John was the father of Judge William Mitchell Zearing. 


JOHN ZEARING FAMILY 


John Zearing was born in Pennsylvania in 1792. He moved 
from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to Bureau county, Illinois, in 1842. 

Margaretta Herman was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, 
in 1793. According to Luelja, Margaretta was quiet in manner. She 
had pretty black eyes and hair. She spoke English, German, and 
Pennsylvania Dutch very fluently. She was always regarded as 
queenly and wore real lace caps and collars. Margaretta enjoyed 
her grandchildren. She often played the melodeon and sang for 
them. 

Luelja said that John Zearing had been a power in Harrisburg. 
He was active in business, in the church, and in politics. John took 
an active part in helping to elect Van Buren, Harrison, and Gover- 
nor Rittenhouse of Pennsylvania. 

The John Zearing family lived on a farm in Bureau county 
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for a short time. Margaretta was unaccustomed to farm life. 
Some of the sons preferred professional careers. John rented the 
farm and moved to Princeton, Illinois. Several years after his 
arrival in Illinois, John was in the timberlands where rails were 
being split for fencing. He was hit in the jaw by a flying wedge. 
The accident resulted in John’s death a year later. 

Luelja stated that John belonged to the Masons in Harrisburg. 
His apron was beautifully embroidered on white satin with the 
emblems of the order. Luelja said that the only other apron she had 
seen which was more elaborate was the George Washington apron 
in the collection at LeRoy, Illinois. 


John and his wife, Margaretta, are buried in the little cemetery 
located near the southeast corner of Dover, Illinois. Martin and 
Sarah are also buried there. 


John and Margaretta were the parents of ten children. Rosa- 
mond R. Colton gave us the information about the children as it 
is tabulated in her family history. Eleanor Cloud Roe of El Paso, 
Texas, a granddaughter of John and Margaretta, made a few cor- 
rections in the information. Eleanor, the daughter of Elizabeth 
Jane Zearing Ingalls Cloud, was born on June 24, 1875, at Thorn- 
town, Indiana. She is living in El Paso, Texas, at the present time. 
The name appearing first in the following paragraphs is the son 
or daughter of John and Margaretta. 

Henry H. Zearing—born on April 29, 1818, married on October 
8, 1848, to Fanny Campbell McLaughlin. Henry H. was a farmer 
at Dover, Illinois. The children of Henry H. and Fanny were Wil- 
ham L., Margaret E., Henry Jr., Joseph, and James H. Margaret 
EK. was a school teacher at Denver, Colorado. Henry Jr. was a 
seulptor at Chicago, Illinois. 

John Lewis Zearing—born on October 2, 1820. He was not mar- 
ried. John received a disability discharge from the Army during 
the Civil War. 

Sarah Elizabeth Zearine—born on August 4, 1823, married on 
May 4, 1845, to William Robinson, M.D. Their address was Dover, 
Illinois. Sarah and William were the parents of six children. They 
were John H., America V., James M., James Mitchell, Eleanor L., 
and William H. 

Judge William Mitchell Zearing—born on November 30, 1824, 
married Annie Cannon on July 24, 1864. They had no children. 

Dr. James R. Zearing—born on June 16, 1828, married on May 
25, 1854, to Lucinda Helmer. James and Lucinda were the parents 
of four children. They were Charlotte, Lizzie, Luelja, and James. 

Margaretta Zearing—born on June 11, 1831, died on October 2, 
1836. 

Rebecca Zearing—twin sister of Margaretta, born on June 11, 
1831, married on March 27, 1856, to Martin Carse. Martin served 
as sheriff of Bureau county, Illinois. The children of Rebecca and 
Martin were Margaretta and George W. 

Elizabeth Jane Zearine—born on November 20, 1834, married 
on December 20, 1854, to Henry Ingalls. Henry was a depot agent 
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at Malden, Illinois. The children of Elizabeth and Henry were 
Maggie W., Emma, Frank W., and Henry Z. After the death of 
Henry Ingalls, Elizabeth married Cornelius H. Cloud of Thorn- 
town, Indiana, on January 1, 1868. Cornelius was a merchant. The 
children of Elizabeth and Cornelius were Frances Anna, William 
Z., and Eleanor. 


Joseph Berg Zearing—born on March 11, 1833, married to 
Sophronia A. Huffaker on May 28, 1867. Joseph was a leather 
merchant. Joseph and Sophronia had a son, William H. 

Mary Ellen Zearinge—born on November 29, 1836, married to 
John Garvin on November 29, 1857. John and Mary Ellen were 
the parents of three children. They were James, Mary Pauline, 
and John H. The father, John Garvin, was captured during the 
Civil War and died at the Andersonville prison in 1864. 


JUDGE WILLIAM MITCHELL ZEARING 


When I decided to write a community history I knew one fact 
about the Zearing family. I knew that Zearing, Iowa, was named 
in honor of Judge Zearing of Chicago. I did not know his first name. 

The logical place to start the search for information seemed to 
be Zearing, Illinois. I wrote to Edith M. Steele, the postmaster of 
Zearing, Illinois. She was very cooperative. She drove to the home 
of Miss Marilda Zearing, Maple Lane Farm, Princeton, Illinois, 
seeking information. 

As a result of the visit, Marilda Zearing wrote me a letter. She 
stated in the letter that Judge Zearing was not a member of her 
branch of the family. She had little information concerning him. 
However, she suggested that I write to Dickinson College at Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania. 

The reply from the college eave e no information about Judge 
Zearing. I had given them the wrong dates. They suggested that I 
write to the State Library at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Jessica C. 
Ferguson, the genealogical librarian, referred me to the story of 
the Zearing family written by Luelja Zearing Gross. The story had 
been published by the Illinois State Historical Society in 1921. My 
story of the Zearing family gradually developed from clues taken 
from Luelja’s story. 

Judge William Mitchell Zearing was born in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, on November 30, 1824. He moved to Bureau county, 
Illinois, with his parents in 1842. Judge Zearing was interested in 
education, law, and real estate. 

In the field of education, William was active as a school teacher. 
As a very young man, William taught at the little log school house 
in Dover, Illinois. Later he wrote a book which he called, ‘“Common 
School Education and Evolution of Mental Faculties. ’’ 

William studied law at Dickinson College and at Harvard 
University. He was admitted to the practice of law in Illinois on 
January 9, 1851. He served as Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook 
county, Illinois, 
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Luelja Zearing Gross said that the early maps of south Chicago 
registered the land at the head of Lake Calumet as the Zearing 
Acres. William bought seven acres there from the government with 
riparian rights. The Zearing building on Dearborn Street, near 
Harrison, was built by William in 1886. Before the Chicago fire, 
William was one of the leading property owners in Chicago. His 
intention to build a Zearing Public Library was cancelled by the 
fire. He sustained heavy financial losses in the fire. 

William made a tour of Europe, Asia, and Africa in 1867. He 
visited Austria, Scandinavia, and northern Europe in 1873. 

William married Annie Cannon of Louisville, Kentucky, on 
July 24, 1864. The following item appeared in the Louisville Daily 
Journal on July 28, 1864. 

Married: In Chicago, at St. James Church, Hon. W. M. Zearmeg 
to Miss Annie Cannon, daughter of the late James B. Cannon of 
this city. 

Annie Cannon was the daughter of Laura McConnell Cannon 
and James Brown Cannon of Louisville. James Brown Cannon was 
a commission merchant in Louisville. Some of Annie’s ancestors 
_ were from Pennsylvania. They were pioneers in Kentucky. 

Annie died in Chicago on April 27, 1866, less than two years 
after the marriage. Annie was only twenty-two years old at the 
time of her death. A notice of her death appeared in the Louisville 
Daily Journal on May 3, 1866. 

Died: In Chicago, Mrs. Annie Cannon Zearing, daughter of the 
late James B. Cannon of this city. 

According to the August 11, 1899, issue of The Chicago Tribune, 
Judge William Mitchell Zearing died on Mackinae Island, August 
10, 1899. He beeame ill while at dinner. He is buried in the Oak- 
land Cemetery at Princeton, Illinois. 

The following quotation was taken from a letter written by 
Judge Zearing. I have chosen the section of the letter containing 
his deseription of the city where he was born, Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. The date of the letter was November 15, 1869. 

‘“Harrisbure has the most beautiful types of natural scenery, 
and containing more that is emblematical of paradise than any other 
spot. The enchantment of the multifarious landscapes, and the 
pleasing and romantic wildness, is enhanced by the wide spread, 
heart gladdening, stream coursing through. No waters more cheer- 
fully sparkle to the concert of song and flute, when the moon and 
stars tide out their glory on the voyagers’ bark. From the silvery 
stream at morn ascends the moist incense, which is taken and 
worked in nature’s laboratory to be transferred to burst in wild 
storms on the mountain walled boundaries of this loveliest shrine 
of nature. I can not reeall more blooming hills, and sunnier banks, 
for sweet repose to dream in Latin and Greek, or on which the 
genius of seclusion can so delighted bask and muse in thought, and 
view the light ereep up the distant hills, and in its wake, empurpled 
shadows, pendent, drape the dewy fields. When summer recedes 
from the earth and resigns her maturing stores to autumn, here 
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the luscious fruits and foliage display, in lavish profusion, the 
varied tints and hues of the rainbow. When far remote, oft at eve, 
has my heart appeared to have journeyed thitherward without me, 
leaving a solemn silence to mantle the clouding forest and casting 
deep slumber out afar on the wide spread prairie land.’’ 

The quotation was copied as it appeared in Judge Zearing’s 
letter. We might conclude that he became homesick when he thought 
of Harrisburg. 

I would like to acknowledge at this time the excellent help re- 
ceived from Margaret Cameron, retired, University of Chicago 
library staff. Also the help given by Julia Tulpin, research special- 
ist, of Springfield, Illinois. Without their help the story of Judge 
William Mitchell Zearing would not have been complete. 

In September, 1953, I visited Bureau county, [llinois. I was 
accompanied by my wife, Emelie Hanson Grimm. Also by Alice 
Wick Platts and Vincent Platts of Steamboat Rock, Iowa. 

We visited Dover and Zearing, Illinois. We were invited to the 
home of Robert Zearing, banker, at Princeton, Illinois. Robert 
showed us some of the places prominent in Zearing family history. 
We drove to Oakland Cemetery to verify from the tombstone that 
the W. M. Zearing buried there was Judge William Mitchell Zear- 
ing. We also had the pleasure of meeting Judge Louis A. Zearing 
of Princeton. 


THE ZEARING FAMILY AND LINCOLN TOWNSHIP, 
Story Country, Iowa 


Luelja Zearing Gross stated in her family history that John 
Zearing served during the War of 1812. He served in the regiment 
commanded by Colonel Kennedy of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The 
regiment marched to Baltimore, Maryland, to defend the city. The 
enemy attack was launched in September, 1814. 

It is possible that John Zearing took part in the battle that 
inspired the writing of the Star Spangled Banner. We do not state 
this as a fact. Because the matter is not a part of our local history 
we have not checked on it. According to Luelja, the Dover Ceme- 
tery has one marker of the War of 1812. It is at the head stone of 
John Zearing. 

The Zearing family owned land in Lincoln township because 
of the fact that John Zearing served in the War of 1812. Military 
warrants were issued by the government covering 120 acres in 
Iowa, and forty acres in Illinois. The Iowa land was located in 
Lincoln township, Story county, Iowa. It consisted of the E1% of 
the SE14 of Section 9. Also the NW14 of the SE14 of Section 9. 

After the death of John Zearing, his wife, Margaretta Herman 
Zearing, owned the land in Lincoln township. Judge William M. 
Zearing acquired the land from his mother in the late 1850’s. He 
owned the land until his death in 1899. 

No one from the Zearing family lived on the land in Lincoln 
township at any time. 


THE FOUNDING OF ZEARING, IOWA 
A New Town 


Nellie Richardson Lewis Warner said that the surveyors came 
to the Richardson. home on October 16, 1881. The town was founded 
on October 17, 1881. 

The county surveyor’s two helpers and James L. Williams 
stayed at the Richardson home over night. A new baby arrived at 
the Richardson home during the night. Nellie said that she was 
only eleven years old at the time so her father was a very busy man. 

The following account of the founding of Zearing has been 
taken from a letter written to me by Lena Richardson Warner. 
Lena describes from memory the founding of our town. 


EDWARD anpd SARAH RICHARDSON 


Zearing was founded on their farm. We understand that the picture 
was taken on their 50th Wedding Anniversary. Picture furnished for this 
history by Lena Richardson Warner. 

Edward G. 1848-1932 
Sarah - 1847-1928 
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“The early history of Zearing is so interwoven with my life 
that I can hardly tell what I know about it without telling some 
of my early experiences. 

‘‘T awakened on the morning of October 17, 1881, and came 
downstairs to find strange men in our home. One of the strange 
men was frying beefsteak. Another one was dressing my little sister, 
Grace. My father was running hither and thither setting the table 
and waiting on my mother. I was quite surprised to hear that a 
new baby brother had arrived during the night. His name was 
Burton Anthony Richardson. Burton came too soon to be the first 
baby born in Zearing. That honor went to Ernest Bean. Ernest 
became the State Geologist of Wisconsin when he grew up. 

‘‘The strange men were surveyors who had come to lay out the 
town of Zearing. I had the pleasure of riding in the surveyor’s 
wagon when the corner stones were laid. 

‘‘Reeding those who came to buy lots was quite a problem. My 
father, and eleven year old sister, Nellie, got dinner for them. 
Nearly all the lots in the original plot were sold on the first day. 
The town grew rapidly and soon the wolves that formerly howled 
at night were driven away. 

‘Asa M. Williams was the first mayor. Perhaps he wished that 
he had not accepted the office when one night a band of men rode 
into town shouting and firing their guns in every direction. How- 
ever, they soon left after doing no more harm than to frighten the 
peace loving people of Zearing.”’ 


THe NAMING OF ZEARING, IOWA 


George W. Phillips furnished the story of the naming of Zear- 
ing, Iowa. In the interests of accurate history I have checked every 
source of information I could think of to cast doubt on his story. 
Personally I never doubted George’s story. George was not the 
type of a person who would give out information based on imagi- 
nation. After an intensive investigation I can state that there is 
no reason for anyone to doubt the story told by George. 

George W. Phillips was born on November 18, 1858, in Coshoc- 
ton county, Ohio. He told me that he came to Lincoln township 
in 1873. George was a pioneer school teacher in our community. 
He served as Story county superintendent of schools from 1895 to 
1899. 

George said that he drove cattle many times across the land 
where Zearing was later located. George never married. He died 
on March 22, 1952. He is buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


ZEARING, lowA 


By George W. Phillips 


The railroad came through Lincoln township in 1881. It was 
proposed that a town be located in Lincoln township. The railroad 
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favored a location on the Charles Hurst farm. The name, Ashurst, 
was selected for the new town. It was a contraction of the name, 
Ash, who was a railroad man, and the name, Hurst, owner of the 
land where the town was to be located. 

Some of the pioneers objected to the location. Those who opposed 
the Hurst land for the location of the new town won the argument. 
The town was located on the Edward G. Richardson farm. 

There was opposition to the name, Ashurst. One day a sewing 
machine salesman came to town. He heard the argument about a 
name for the town. It gave him an idea. He told the pioneers that 
if they would name the town in honor of his brother, Judge Zear- 
ing of Chicago, he was certain that the Judge would give the 
town a gift. 


EVIDENCE SUPPORTING GEORGE’S STORY 


The first part of George’s story has been confirmed by other 
pioneers. We made no attempt to trace the railroad man. It was 
obvious that he was with the railroad. There is no record of any 
pioneer living in Lincoln township by the name of Ash. 

The name, Ashurst, was on the depot for a period of time after 
the town was officially named Zearing. There had to be opposition 
to the name or it would never have been changed. 

The Zearing family could not find any record of a brother of 
Judge Zearing visiting Lincoln township in 1881. That fact had to 
be confirmed by two very reliable local pioneers. 

Nellie Richardson Lewis Warner was the daughter of Edward 
G. Richardson. Zearine was founded on her father’s farm. In a 
letter dated August 26, 1954, Nellie said that she heard the brother 
of Judge Zearing ask her father to name the town, Zearing. The 
Brother said that he was certain the Judge would do something for 
the town in return. 

Ellis J. Lewis was one of the Lewis penton The Lewis 
Brothers published Zearing’s first newspaper. Ellis said that he 
was living at Albion, Iowa, during the founding of Zearing. He 
returned to his home in Warren township, Story county, Iowa, 
about Christmas time. It was related to him at that time that a 
brother of Judge Zearing had visited his father. 

We think that the evidence listed above confirms George’s story 
as it relates to the naming of the new town. Everyone agrees that 
if Judge Zearing had not owned land in Lincoln township his 
brother would not have come here. The brother’s primary purpose 
was to vheck on the Judge’s land. 

However, what about the statement that the brother was a 
sewing machine salesman? In support of that statement we have 
the admitted honesty of George W. Phillips. But statements from 
the Zearing family deny that there was a professional sewing ma- 
chine salesman in the family. 

Mildred N. Andrews of White Cloud, Michigan, gave us a pos- 
sible answer. She said that the older families in Illinois discouraged 
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their sons from becoming traveling salesmen. However, many 
younger members of the families did sell books, sewing machines, 
and other articles for short periods of time when they needed extra 
income. In other words selling was sometimes a profitable side line 
for them. 


Mildred’s idea seemed to be that the brother of Judge Zearing 
did come to Lincoln township for the purpose of checking on the 
Judge’s land. It is probable that some business man in Illinois sug- 
gested that he should sell sewing machines while he was on the trip. 
The railroad had opened up a new territory. Why not take advant- 
age of that fact? 


We know that the brother visited the William F. Lewis home. 
William had no interest in the Zearing land. Judging from the 
standards of the horse and buggy days, William lived a consider- 
able distance from the Judge’s land and in the wrong direction. 
If the brother was a salesman his presence at the Lewis home could 
be readily explained. 


No one remembers the first name of the brother of Judge Zear- 
ing. We could only guess which one it could have been. History 1s 
built on facts, not guesses. 


Nore: The following additional evidence arrived on September 
27, 1955. The story of the naming of our town had been completed. 
However, I believe that the information is important and should 
be included as a postscript. 


Miss Ruth Robinson of Miami, Florida, visited her former home 
in Bureau county, [linois, in the summer of 1955. Ruth is a de- 
seendant of the Zearing family. She graciously spent considerable 
time searching for additional information for our history. 


‘““This summer I made a trip to Princeton and endeavored to 
get some information for you. I went to the cemetery at Princeton 
and also both cemeteries at Dover. I also went to the newspaper 
office and looked over all issues of the paper from September 1, to 
December 31, 1881. I found nothing of value in the papers. 

However, among the Zearing family papers was an advertise- 
ment of a sewing machine but nothing to show who sold them. This 
leads me to believe that some one in the Zearing family was in- 
terested in selling sewing machines.’’ 


THe First FAMILY OF ZEARING, IOWA 
By Lena Richardson Warner 


The following account was taken from a letter written by Lena 
Richardson Warner. 

‘“‘The Richardson family came from Adams, Massachusetts. My 
ereat grandmother, Hanna Hoxie, was a Quaker minister in Adams. 
Her picture hangs in the Quaker church there. Susan B. Anthony, 
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famous suffrage leader, lived in Adams. She was a first cousin of 
my father. 


‘“My father, Edward George Richardson, and my mother, Sarah 
K. Burton, were married at Earlville, Illinois, on November 20, 
1867. Edward was born near Earlville. His father was a dairyman 
and cheese maker. Sarah was born near Akron, Ohio. Her father 
was a Baptist minister. 


Five of the children are living in 1953. Mrs. Nellie Richardson 
Lewis Warner lives at Cedar Falls, Iowa. Miss Grace Richardson 
lives at Evanston, Illinois. Burton and Chester are residents of 
Chicago, Illinois. My home is at Parkersburg, Iowa. 

‘‘Graee worked for the New York Evening Mail newspaper for 
many years. At the present time she is working at the W.C.T.U. 
national headquarters at Evanston, Illinois. Burton has been a 
printer in Chicago most of his life. Chester became the chief engi- 
neer of the refrigerator car research for the Association of Amert- 
ean Railroads. After teaching school for seven years, I married 
Dr. Warner of Parkersburg, Iowa.’’ 


I think more information should be added to the above story. 
The Richardson family moved to Lincoln township, Story county, 
Iowa, in 1875. Their home is still standing. It has been remodeled 
several times but a part of it is still the original. The first house 
in Zearing, Iowa, is owned in 1955 by Dr. Charles L. Hall. 


To locate Zearing’s first house in 1955, go to the intersection of 
Main Street and Center Street. Go north on Center Street for 
one-half block. The house is on the west side of Center Street. 


Edward and Sarah were the parents of seven children. They 
were Nellie, George, Edward A., Lena, Grace, Burton, and Chester. 


Burton and Nellie have died since Lena wrote her account of 
the first family. 


JUDGE WILLIAM MircHELL ZEARING’S Girt TO ZEARING, IowA 


Judge William Mitchell Zearing’s part in the bargain remained 
a mystery for some time. The brother merely said that he was cer- 
tain that the Judge would give the town a gift. 

Some pioneers hoped that the Judge would establish a Zearing 
college here. Perhaps their hopes might have been realized had it 
not been for the Chicago fire. As we stated before the Judge sus- 
tained heavy financial losses in the fire. 


Time passed and the new chureh building in Zearing was near- 
ing completion. Someone wrote the Judge and told him a echureh 
bell was needed. A chureh bell for the new chureh was Judge 
Zearing’s gift to Zearing, Iowa. 


Readers will find the story of the Zearing church bell in the 
history cf the Evangelical Church. 
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First CHILD BORN IN ZEARING, Iowa 


There has been some disagreement concerning the question of 
the first child born in Zearing. Zearing didn’t cover much terri- 
tory when it was founded. People buying lots in the new town had 
to build houses before they could move from their homes outside 
the town. The question was whether the lot owner actually lived 
in his new house before the child was born. 


Lena Richardson Warner, a member of Zearing’s first family, 
said that Ernest Bean was the first baby born in Zearing. Grace 
Bean Campbell states that her brother, Ernest, was born on Janu- 
ary 30, 1882, at the Bean home located northeast of the inter- 
section of Pine Street and Garfield Street. William C. Young states 
that the Bean home was located within the original limits of Zear- 
ing. 

Guy E. Golly was born on March 26, 1882, at the hotel in Zear- 
ing owned by his grandfather, John S. Golly. 


OUR HOME TOWN 


ZEARING GOVERNMENT 


Zearing, Iowa, was founded on October 17, 1881. Zearing was 
incorporated on February 6, 1883. 

The first election in the unincorporated town of Zearing, Iowa, 
was enlivened by the arguments over the eligibility of voters. Zear- 
ing was a new town. People were moving in at a rapid rate. Some 
of them insisted on yoting as soon as they moved in. 


The results of the first election : 


Mayor—Asa M. Williams 

Assessor—Dr. F. S. Newton 

Recorder—Joseph M. Ingram 

Councilmen—W. H. Brooks, Chester A. Burgess, George 
Patton, William F. Lewis, John C. Burkhart, 
Nathaniel R. Clift 


The Zearing Register of March 9, 18835, reported that there was 
considerable interest in the campaign for the first election in the 
incorporated town of Zearing. It stated that a caucus had been held 
in Patton & Johnson’s store. However, some residents had not been 
satisfied and another caucus was held in Mike’s saloon. 

Every effort was used by each party to carry the election. How- 
ever, the saloon party beat themselves. The assault on Charles 
Ingram caused the defeat of the saloon ticket. 

The Zearing Register on March 9, 1883, reported that on the 
preceding Sunday evening at about four o’clock, the citizens of 
Zearing were startled by the news that a man had been assaulted 
in the depot. The injured man proved to be Charles Ingram, a 
pleasant, good natured, young man of seventeen years. Charles had 
been clerking in the store of his brother, Joseph M. Ingram. 

A group of local citizens, unable to obtain liquor in Zearing, 
had hired the local section boss to take them to St. Anthony. They 
paid for the trip by giving the section boss his wages in liquor. 

After returning to Zearing, the section boss asked Charles 
Ingram to open the Ingram store for him. Charles refused. The 
section boss followed Charles to the depot. Arriving at the depot 
the enraged man grabbed a stove poker and hit Charles across the 
left side of his face and head. It was a severe injury. 

A. Deyo LeFevre, a new arrival in the community, seized the 
section boss and kept him under control until the constable, Cyrus 
P. Bean, arrived. Cyrus and Hiram O. Norton guarded the prisoner 
until he could be brought before Justice William A. Bowman. The 
prisoner took a change of venue to Justice James M. Price. He was 
bound over to the county court for trial. 
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The mayor and town councilmen in the nicture were elected on 
March 25, 1912. Councilman Edgar D. Reed was not present when the 
picture was taken. Back row, left to right: Cyrus P. Bean, Henry D. Moon. 
Front row, left to right: J. Wesley Deal, Mayor A. Deyo LeFevre, William 
Mayer Albright. 

Photograph furnished for this history by Harry LeFevre. 
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Zearing business men asked that the section boss be allowed to 
hold his job. Their opinion was that the prisoner was an excellent 
person when sober. They requested that he hold the job as long as 
he remained sober. 


The results of the first election in the incorporated town of 
Zearing were: 


Mayor—Asa M. Williams 

Assessor—Dr. F. S. Newton 

Recorder—Joseph M. Ingram 

Treasurer—Joseph Johnson 

Councilmen—William F. Lewis, W. H. Brooks, Chester A. 
Burgess, George Patton, Nathaniel R. Clift, Gus 
M. Tuttle ? 


James S. Smith in a letter published in a 1902 atlas of Story 
county listed the following early mayors of Zearing: 


1881-83 Asa M. Williams 1888-89 Nathaniel R. Clift 
1884-85 Joseph Johnson 1890-94 James S. Smith 
1886 Chester A. Burgess 1895-01 Nathaniel R. Clift 


1887 J. H. V. Willits 1902 George A. Fox 
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Allen’s history of Story county agrees with the first three 
mayors on Smith’s list. Rev. B. A. Konkle’s history of Story coun- 
ty agrees with the first six mayors on Smith’s lst. Allen’s history 
was published in 1887. Konkle’s in 1890. 

The official records of Zearing filed at the town hall start with 
the year 1903. The names of the following mayors were taken from 
the official records. 


1903-March, 1904 
1904-March, 1906 


George A. Fox 
Sherry Montgomery McCall 


1906-May 6, 1907 
1907-March, 1908 
1908-May 4, 1908 
1908-Mareh, 1912 
1912-March, 1916 
1916-March, 1918 
1918-March, 1920 
1920-March, 1922 
1922-March, 1924 
1924-March, 1926 
1926-March, 1928 
1928-March, 1930 
1930-March, 1938 
1938-August 1, 1939 
1939-March, 1946 
1946-November 5, 1946 
1946-July 10, 1947 
1947-Mareh, 1950 
1950-March, 1952 


J. Charles Jessen 
George Barnard 
Edgar D. Reed 
George Barnard 

A. Deyo LeFevre 
Harry G. Martin 
John K. Laycock 
Joseph C. Allen 

K. John Tisdale 
Henry Hoberland 
Charles L. Belden 
Osgood B. Batchelor 
Oliver P. Abbey 
Clifford J. Greenberg 
Chris G. Muschick 
Lyle EK. Steelman 
Robert H. Smith 
Joseph Buffington 
John Coe 


1952-Serving in 1956 Brantley Jones 


The following persons served as town clerk, 1903-1956. 


Hubert E. Burkhart J. Lineoln Reid 
William H. Clemons Seymour R. Hix 
George EK. Mead Joseph C. Allen 
Ernest M. Hedges—Pro Tem A. Edwin Bartine 
Nathaniel A. Stimson Dr. Louis L. Bowie 
Enoch N. Faris J. Vernon Moon 
George W. Phillips Dr. L. Paul Sterling 
EK. John Tisdale Donald Stouffer 
Ray M. Lightfoot Loren EK. Norman 


In the early government of Zearing the town clerk was ealled a 
recorder. Joseph M. Ingram, Charles A. Burkhart, and James C. 
Armstrong served as recorders prior to 1900. Those are the names 
we have. There could have been more. 

The first town marshal was John McClain. He was appointed in 
1883. The Zearing Register commented that John was an excellent 
choice. 

Council meeting, May 29, 1905—Moved and seconded that the 
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bill of James Meekins for $2.00 for May marshal salary be allowed. 
Carried. 

Council meeting, April 27, 1908—Nathan A. Perry was tendered 
the job of marshal at a salary of $8.00 per month. This salary to 
include keeping the crossings clean. 


Town Orriciaus, May 1, 1955 


Mayor—Brantley Jones 

Town Clerk—Loren EK. Norman 

Town Treasurer—Dale EK. Tisdale 

Town Marshal—Albert A. Krueger 

Town Council—Claire R. Obenchain, Arthur J. Cook, Earl 
W. Menzel, H. Vaughn Freeman, Glenn F. McBride 


UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
ILLINOIS GROVE-SUNSET—ZEARING 


The material for this section of the history was obtained with 
the aid of Paul Cunningham, Member of Congress. The information 
was furnished by Wayne C. Grover, Archivist of the United States, 
and N. R. Abrams, Assistant Postmaster General. 


ILLINOIS GROVE 


The town of Illinois Grove was located at the first road inter- 
section north of the Illinois Grove Cemetery. The Illinois Grove 
post office was established on September 14, 1857. 


Postmaster Date of Appointment 
Israel H. Wockwood ...........:.....-. tS een September 14, 1857 
JW ES AEE Tc) U4 | 0 0e a eee December 8, 1858 
PUM Eay, APUEIG Whi cc Gar. sceneries hee ce alla pda a May 6, 1865 
DSC Go NE 0a ea eS oR a March 29, 1867 
he sh TOG e | a NR aay 2 ene een een October 14, 1870 
Dp VEN a OO a tn November 18, 1872 
yo a S O al OS ad 012 5g SE eal i ec RE CR LAL pe a a April 20, 1877 
YATES dpe 1 1 le I ee es November 9, 1877 
1 F8 VT ot ond UES A el ee a ele aan May 26, 1879 
JACI: A NSiced = 00 aS le Bil 6 Me AO Filner 98 5 a tke BL: sire July 12, 1880 

- SUNSET 


The Sunset post office was established on March 20, 1878. When 
Charles H. Williams was the postmaster the office was located in 
the SE14, of Section 17. Tecie Bainter Ruxton owns the house where 
the office was located. Tecie said that the sorting case for mail 
remained in a downstairs bedroom when she lived there. Tecie is 
living in Zearing in 1956. 
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We are not certain if the post office remained in the same loea- 
tion when Charles A. Huling was the postmaster. It could have 
been moved to another farm. We have no evidence that it was. Lena 
Richardson Warner said that when she was a little girl she re- 
ceived the mail for the Richardson family from Joseph M. Bunker. 
She would walk to the Sunset post office on Fridays and Joseph 
would give her the family mail. 

Lena’s statement puzzled us for a lone time. However, we know 
now that Joseph M. Bunker was the stepfather of Charles A. 
Huling. 

The Sunset post office was closed on January 19, 1881. It was 
the first post office in Lincoln township. 


Postmaster Date of Appointment 
Carles ia WALLIS oa oss acre eee ok eee pr ee March 20, 1878 
Charles A.A Gling. see ese EE ee ae _........April 12, 1880 

ZEARING 


The Zearing post office was established on December 20, 1881. 
Albert W. Squires, the last postmaster at Illinois Grove, became 
the first postmaster of Zearing. 


Postmaster Date of Appointment 
Albert WosSquiresstsis! 224 ee eee December 20, 1881 
John C. Burkhart........... isola ncacaseccthieetegp ee. Oe May 8, 1882 
Abert Di-Hixeme Gust... eee eee October 28, 1885 
Witham (EShaterite 83 eee eae eee May 13, 1889 
Albert. DOH pe nee. ee June 29, 1893 
Nathaniel R. Clift (Not Commissioned) -...................... July 31, 1897 
Witham ‘Hey Shateris’25 4) cee eee Oe ee August 5, 1897 
Pruiert) ia Burk Garth: na oe eee September 30, 1901 
Gyrsel span ee. athe enter Bn aera! rE July 13, 1905 
Alberts ecbhiwed bok oe a ee June 26, 1913 
Miorle piledIhh y COCK jc. 1202-0. 2c tacts oor eee ena August 9, 1921 
GeotreetWinPinilips (Acting )i2 22 December 6, 1922 
ORD: MeN Mere 2h ee le peed a ee March 1, 1923 
Pritinle le bring eS ee April 15, 1935 
Leon Deal (Acting—Grimm on Military Leave). February 28, 1948 
Donald H. Grimm (Serving in 1956) ................ February 28, 1946 


RuraLt Mat SERVICE 


Kllenor Bull Flower gave a good description of the mail service 
in rural areas before the establishment of rural routes. She said 
that her brother, Layfette Bull, walked the five miles to Illinois 
Grove every Saturday to get the mail. The family mail usually con- 
sisted of one newspaper. If it was dark so that Layfette could not 
see the trail, he would take off his boots and walk barefooted. A 
barefooted person could find where the trail was loeated in the 
dark. 
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RuraAut Route No. 1, ZEArmNG, Iowa 


Rural Route No. 1 was established on February 1, 1901. Ana 
McDowell Thatcher was appointed regular rural carrier on July 
15, 1902. Charles N. Thatcher was appointed substitute for his wife 
on July 15, 1902. 

Ana MeDowell Thatcher retired as the regular rural carrier 
on August 20, 1920. After Ana’s retirement the following people 
served the route: 


Rural Carrier Date of Service 
Charles N. Thatcher (Temporary) _........Aug. 21, 1920-Oct. 30, 1920 
Osear’ Hansen (Temporary )...--.-...:.......... Nov. 1, 1920-Aug. 18, 1921 
Hare tiousier (hegnlary 2.2 Aug. 15, 1921-Feb. 28, 1923 
Wilton L. Reese (Temporary) __................ Mar. 1, 1923-Jan. 19, 1924 
Harry). V arnum........-.. Appointed regular carrier on Jan. 21, 1924 


RurAL Route No. 2, ZEARING, Iowa 


Rural Route No. 2 was established on February 1, 1901. William 
A. Reese was appointed the regular carrier on February 1, 1901. 
Orley G. Reese was appointed substitute for his father on August 
24, 1905. 

William A. Reese served Rural Route No. 2 as the regular rural 
earrier until his retirement on August 30, 1930. 


CONSOLIDATION OF RURAL Route No. 1 AND No. 2 


After the retirement of William A. Reese, the two Zearing 
routes were consolidated. Harry J. Varnum, the regular rural ear- 
rier on Route No. 1, became the regular rural carrier on the con- 
solidated routes on September 1, 1930. 


Several years later ill health forced the retirement of Harry J. 
Varnum. On August 1, 1954, Clayton E. Webb became Zearing’s 
regular rural carrier. John P. Kinsall of Roland, Iowa, traded 
routes with Webb, and started carrying mail at Zearing on Sep- 
tember 1, 1935. 

Discouraged by the terrible winter of 1935-36, John P. Kin- 
sall again traded routes. This time he traded with Ray Twentier 
of Two Buttes, Colorado. The trade was effective on July 1, 1936. 


Ray Twentier served the Zearing route until 1942. On April 1, 
1942, John P. Kinsall returned to the Zearing route. Ray Twentier 
took John P. Kinsall’s route at Holly, Colorado. Kinsall retired on 
May 31, 1956. 

Loren EK. Norman became temporary rural carrier on June 1, 
1956. He earried until August 10, 1956. Charles Raymond Kleespie 
became the temporary carrier on August 11, 1956. It is probable 
that a new regular carrier will be appointed in the not too distant 
future. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


Substitute carriers Orley G. Reese, Orville A. Cerka, and Loren 
EK. Norman earried the rural mail more times than any other sub- 
stitute carriers. 

William A. Reese had the most unusual rural carrier’s vehicle 
ever seen on the Zearing routes. It consisted of a spring wagon 
with a small building built on it. The small building contained 
William, an oil stove, a sorting case for mail, and all of the route 
mail. There was a small opening in the front so that William could 
drive his team. - 

William <A. Reese and Ana McDowell Thatcher distributed 
eandy to the children on their routes at Christmas time. In return 
the patrons gave the carriers chickens and other gifts for Christmas. 

The Tri County News, October 30, 1924, contained the following 
item: 

‘‘Carl Greenberg claims the honor of being the first person in 
Zearing to receive a letter by airplane mail. The letter was from 
Emma Greenberg Cook of San Francisco, California. It cost 24 
cents to send.”’ 

The post office at Zearing, Iowa, was moved from the Belden 
building, located west of the intersection of Main Street and Cen- 
ter Street, to the Phillips building on January 29, 1956. The Phil- 
lips building is located on the north side of Main Street between 
Pearl Street and Center Street. The Phillips building is a part of 
the Dr. Brown and State Savings Bank building which was built 
in 1901. 


ZEARING BUSINESS SUMMARY 


The Story County Watchman of Nevada, Iowa, dated April 3, 
1882, stated that Zearing was larger than some Story county towns 
twenty years old. Zearing was six months old on April 17, 1882. 


The Watchman listed the following Zearing business men and 
business firms for that date, April 3, 1882. 


Albert. “W . Squires: <2... --5 ack ee ee Postmaster 
Patton: @ Johnson ....022222. ele Hardware 
ob RL. Wear Wor ats oe a a Drugs 
Nathaniel, Ott ecc 0 Ui, eee Farm Implements 
Gordon. Wood... 45... nici clsslaan-o a sa tigaeee nee Groceries 
Gus M. Tuttle..:.......... ENP BORD a inten Th Groceries 
Joseph Mo Tn pram ee Te ec ee ee Groceries 
Robert’ A, DOG zs a ee ee eee M eee ae Harness 
Willtama’ Brothers he ae ee Meat Market 
SORT TROQCIS soon nice don-venrneipeebeadisecpei oe ee aie Blacksmith 


The Watchman of April 3, had a special hotel item. It stated 
that the hotel was kept by the old resident and standby, John S. 
Golly. The news item also said that the hotel was one of the best 
in the county. ‘ 
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The Northern Light was a newspaper published at Latrobe in 
1882. Latrobe was the town later named MecCallsburg. The North- 
ern Light dated August 15, 1882, carried an item from Zearing. 
It stated that Zearing was growing at a steady pace. The drug 
store was nearly completed. The lots were staked for the new ele- 
vators. Chester A. Burgess had given his shoe shop another coat 
of paint. The telegraph wire was up. Ed Allen was the new depot 
agent. 

Allen’s history of Story county told of a barb wire factory in 
Zearing. The sum of $200 was spent for the factory. 

Allen’s history of Story county listed the following business 
men, 1886-87. 


WilieHayes 2:0 Be eG tlie emt. 2; PAPO URE eel. Depot Agent 
Ea 2 gel Sa gal 0 ig pall eas ena cl CO th en Rf Lumber Dealer 
Napneicinh MCtirta sae per es Arte ty Farm Implements 
Pepe My LIN ends tc. EARL, 1, Lass Hotel, Zearing House 
PV OTROUPEMUL IVa tats tN: Qe oe ee Tots) aly. Real Estate Agent 
Pe eee ho ees toe ok Bie it as party Postmaster 


There were two elevators in 1886-87. One was owned by Arm- 
strong, Bracket & Co. of Marshalltown, Iowa. The other was owned 
by E. A. Abbott of Marshalltown, Iowa. 

An excellent summary of Zearing business was published in 
1889. The survey covers the month of December in 1889. We do 
not have the name of the newspaper. The summary is in the present 
tense as it has been copied for this history as it appeared in the 
newspaper. 


Looking east on Main Street from near the intersection of Main Street 
and Center Street. You will notice the large building on the right in the 
picture. That building was the Pollock Block built in 1902. The Pollock 
Block burned in the fire of January 30, 1955, 
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‘‘Zearing is a very nice town of 250 inhabitants, situated in 
Lineoln township, and is considered one of the best business towns 
in Story county. 

‘*We call your attention to Smith Brothers. They carry a full 
line of dry eoods, boots, and shoes. They also sell groceries. You 
will always find them willing and ready to serve their customers. 
MeConnell and Thatcher keep a quality stock of goods. Albert D. 
Hix has a complete line of groceries and confectionery. A. D. also 
handles gloves and a few notions in dry goods. 

‘Our worthy -postmaster, William H. Shafer, is always ready 
at his post. Frederick Wohlheter & Son carry an immense stock of 
hardware. A. B. Welton’s drug store also has a complete stock. 

‘“‘Mrs. Amy Mead has an excellent millinery shop. So does Mrs. 
Edith Wohlheter. 

‘Robert A. Dool has the harness shop. Anything in that line 
you will find at his place of business. 

‘‘Bert Price is the proprietor of the meat market. Miss Susie 
Williams runs a 5, 10, and 25 cent store. : 

‘‘Charles A. Burkhart sells confectionery, cigars, and toys. He 
also helps his father, John C. Burkhart, the lumberman. 

“Chft & Fry, Nathaniel and Edward, handle implements, sell 
coal, and buy and ship grain. Ira Barnes is the manager of the 
large elevator. He buys and ships grain, and sells coal. 

‘““H. Alexander Grandy repairs boots and shoes. He makes 
mittens and gloves to order. 

‘‘The restaurant is kept by George E. Airhart. He also has a 
barber shop. William W. Vanderwalker has a barber shop. 

‘At the Zearing House hotel, Sylvester Abe Stallings guaran- 
tees good meals and comfortable beds. Elwood C. Ingledue is the 
depot and express agent. You will always find him at his post. 

‘And finally when you have finished t rading, if you have any 
money left, the Farmers Bank, with Nathaniel R. Clift, president, 
and Anna E. Fry, cashier, will take care of it for you.’’ 

A supplement to The Zearing Enterprise was published on 
Friday, June 30, 1905. It contained a summary of Zearing business 
on that date. 


Robert; -Dool 0.0.2 eee eee Harness and Shoes 
Nathaniel dter Ch itt 7 e ee eee ita ba aes Farm Implements 
Robert: Ri. Pollock... 2 ee eee eee Merchant 
Allen &. Con ink. 2 A sieges Pee a Se ae Hardware 
Woehler Brothers {34 ee 2 Hardware 
iy i Oli tees te pst Deh ee eee eee Fp encan Drugs 
John 8. Bunker 7" woh alee ae 0 A ue ade ee Ae a Restaurant 
Hartwell P. Chandler Sr... _....................... Barber Shop 
SET SY OR EE) ee ere NORE NES 21 Peo Jewelry 
Caries tt CO Ole 2. ae ae ae emerald Groceries 
Young & Roseburrough —___. Ate eee RRA cat sn _. Blacksmith Shop 
Reuben ns A 07111 C': RNR MRReAlaRT Re yabee aie ti oy she Livery 


LeKoy: Brothers... <2, canteen Furniture and Funeral Home 
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iene ean yas re. utiodaely oe BE ive lo aaclett\. lee Pool Hall 
CUE eR A) ee eo Pe RR Photographer 


A complete lst of Zearing businesses and business men from 
1881 to 1956 would be almost impossible to compile. It would serve 
no particular historical purpose. It would seem that a survey. of 
early Zearing business plus sketches of the oldest business firms 
and business men active in 1956 would be sufficient. Many indi- 
vidual business firms and business men are mentioned in other parts 
of our history. 


JOHNSON HARDWARE 


Joseph Johnson and his father-in-law, George Patton, estab- 
lished the Patton & Johnson hardware store immediately after 
Zearing was founded in 1881. The store was sold to Frederick 
Wohlheter & Son in 1888. The Johnson family moved to Chicago, 
Illinois. 

At the suggestion of Dwight Elmo Johnson, Joseph Johnson 
bought the Allen & Son hardware store in 1908. The Johnson 
family returned to Zearing. 

After the retirement of Joseph Johnson, his son, Dwight Elmo, 
took charge. Dwight Elmo Johnson is retired in 1956. Everett L. 
Johnson, the son of Dwight Elmo, is the 1956 manager. Everett 1s 
assisted by his brother, Donald E. Johnson, and by Everett’s son, 
Kempton C. Johnson. 

The Johnson family is the only one of the original business fami- 
hes of Zearing active in a business on Main Street in 1956. 


WiLuIAM C. YOUNG 


William C. Young became a Zearing business man on Septem- 
ber 9, 1908. He entered the blacksmith business on his own on that 
date. He is the dean of Zearing business men in 1956. He will have 
a record of fifty-three years as a Zearing blacksmith in September 
of this year. 

William C. was born at Nevada, Iowa, on October 28, 1877. His 
parents moved to a farm in Lincoln township in.1878. 

On September 12, 1900, William married Tessie Millard of 
Montour, lowa. William and Tessie were the parents of a daughter, 
Ada Young Taylor. Tessie died on January 10, 1933. On March 26, 
1948, William married Mrs. Gertrude Golly Davis. 

William ©. Young has always been a highly respected Zearing 
business man. He served for many years on the Zearing town 
council and as a Lincoln township trustee. 


Dr. Rospert A. RICKETTS 


Dr. Robert A. Ricketts is the dean of Zearing’s professional men 
and women. Dr. Ricketts moved his family from Churdan, Iowa, to 
the Roadenizer property in Zearing in early October, 1911. 
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Dr. Ricketts married Nellie Jones of Nevada, Iowa, on Novem- 
ber 30, 1908. They were the parents of nine children. The children 
were Carroll, Robert, Ilene, Max, Jeanette, Maxine, Mary, Wayne, 
and Donald. 

A souvenir atlas published in 1908 by The Nevada Representa- 
tive contained a picture of Sheriff William A. Ricketts of Story 
county. He was the father of Dr. Robert A. Ricketts. 

Dr. Ricketts was a football and baseball star in high school and 
at Iowa State College. He played on Zearing’s town baseball team 
for many years. . 

Dr. Ricketts served on Zearing’s school board. He built a prac- 
tice in his profession that extended far beyond the borders of Lin- 
coln township. 


Curis G. MuscHICcK 


Chris G. Muschick is the dean of Zearing’s independent con- 
tractors in 1956. Chris began his activities as a carpenter at 
the age of eighteen. He became a carpenter in Zearing in 1917. 

Chris married Addie Keoppel in 1901. Chris and Addie were 
the parents of a daughter, Hilma Muschick Krueger. Hilma is liv- 
ing in Zearing in 1956. 

Many of the buildings in our community were built by Chris 
and his helpers. Chris was the mayor of Zearing from 1939 to 1946. 

Chris has always been a very busy carpenter which is conclusive 
evidence of his ability. 


R. KENNETH COMFORT 


A history of our community would not be complete without a 
tribute to Kenneth and Margaret Baiotto Comfort. 

Robert Kenneth Comfort was born near Hubbard, lowa, on 
October 15, 1921. Kenneth graduated from the high sehool in 
Zearing. He attended Simpson College at Indianola, Iowa, for two 
years. 

On October 22, 1944, Kenneth married Margaret Baiotto. They 
lived on a farm until illness and the loss of Kenneth’s sight foreed 
them to quit farming. 

Kenneth learned rug weaving at the school for the blind at 
Vinton, Iowa. His excellent workmanship and sunny disposition 
made him many business friends. His products were sent to all 
parts of the United States and to several foreign countries. Ken- 
neth died on June 29, 1955. 

Margaret was always by his side. She was the ideal partner. 
Two words are all that are needed to describe Kenneth and Mar- 
gvaret. The two words are courage and devotion. 


ZKEARING BANKS 


Information for this part of our local history was furnished by 
William H. Brown, Dale E. Tisdale, and Anna E. Fry. Early his- 
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tory of the Zearing banks was obtained from the 1905 supplement 
to The Zearing Enterprise. 


FARMERS BANK 


The Farmers Bank, private, was founded in 1887 by Bennett A. 
Armstrong. The bank was sold to Nathaniel R. Clift and the capital 
raised to $10,000. The bank was located on the north side of Main 
Street, west of Center Street, when it was founded. When Robert 
R. Pollock finished building the Pollock Block on the south side 
of Main Street in 1902, the bank was moved to the new building. 

Miss Anna E. Fry became an employee of the Farmers Bank 
on May 1, 1888. Anna was eashier of the bank when she retired in 
1918. 


Thomas KE. Pollock purchased the bank from Nathaniel R. Clift 
in 1892. Thomas J. Pollock bought the bank from Thomas E. in 
1896. Thomas J. Pollock died in 1912. His son, W. Albert Pollock, 
inherited the Farmers Bank. 


In 1921, H. G. Van Orsdel bought the bank from W. Albert 
Pollock. Van Orsdel changed the bank from private to a stock com- 
pany. Orphe Z. Burkhead succeeded Van Orsdel as manager in 1924. 

The severe depression of the early 1930’s forced the Farmers 
Bank to close its doors on March 2, 1931. 


STATE SAvINGS BANK 


The State Savings Bank was organized on June 1, 1901. Elwood 
C. Ingledue was the first president. He died soon after his election. 
William H. Golly was elected president after the death of Ingledue. 

James S. Smith was the first cashier. The first directors were 
William H. Golly, Jacob S. Horst, James S. Smith, Nathaniel R. 
Clift, August Henry Grimm, and F. P. Ellicott. 

The State Savings Bank was located in the building built by 
the bank and Dr. J. A. Brown. The location was on the north side 
of Main Street midway between Center Street and Pearl Street. 
The State Savings Bank never moved from its original location. 

James S. Smith died in 1918. Ernest M. Hedges succeeded Smith 
as the cashier of the bank. Osgood B. Batchelor succeeded Hedges 
in, 125, 


The depression forced the State Savings Bank to close its doors 
on January 14, 1951. . 


BRANCH BANKS 


The Whitten-Union branch bank of Zearing opened for busi- 
ness on September 8, 1931. Assistant cashier, T. F. Reynolds, was 
in charge. On December 3, 1931, the Story County State Bank of 
Story City, lowa, took over the branch. On July 25, 1933, Wilham 
H. Brown became the manager of the branch bank in Zearing. 


46 Community History, ZEARING, lowa 


Tri County STATE BANK 


The Tri County State Bank was organized on January 1, 1948. 
William H. Brandt was the first president. William H. Brown was 
the first cashier. The first directors were William H. Brandt, Charles 
FE. Long of Union, Iowa, Roy J. Pulley, H. L. Swanson of Garden 
City, tows a, and William H. Brown. 

Tn June, 1943, William H. Brandt died. Roy J. Pulley sue- 
ceeded him as the president of the bank. Walter Brandt became a 
member of the board of directors. 

Dale E. Tisdale was discharged from the Army in 1945. Tisdale 
took Roy J. Pulley’s place on the board of directors. 

On January 10, 1956, the capital stock of the bank was raised 
to $60,000. Directors elected at the January meeting were Lloyd 
Hoskins, Walter Brandt, Kenneth L. Cerka, Dale E. Tisdale, and 
W illiam H. Brown. 

The Pollock Block burned in the fire of January, 1955. The Tri 
County State Bank purchased the lot. A new bank building is in 
the process of construction in August, 1956. 


Tri County State Bank, Aucust, 1956 


Wiliam H./Browisse ie ee eee ore President 
Dale HoeTisdale: [id 2 cee ee ae oe ATH 2). Oe Cashier 
William E. Brown _........ ct Se nee 7 ee Assistant Cashier 
Carroll C. Bailey....... Asst. Cashier, Mer., Garden City, Ia. Branch 
Mary Lou Howard Blayney inna Nok hen 52. FED Pre Teller 
Jéeanptie Hatehsnes .25 se * 2 eee Pn eS Teller 
Fh years Loi iA BS PO YI wing cee gee hE acs ple ce a ace Teller 


FARMERS SHIPPING ASSOCIATION, ZEARING, LOWA 


Guy Bailey was one of the first promoters of the Farmers Ship- 
ping Association. The association was a cooperative organization 
formed for the purpose of helping farmers in the sale of their live- 
stock. 


The corporate period began on June 25, 1925. The association 
was incorporated for a period of twenty- five years. All livestock 
producers were eligible to join the association. The membership fee 
was $1.00. 

The articles of incorporation were signed on February 9, 1925, 
by Charles Barnard, John A. Johnston, C. Russell Deal, Harry 
Wolford, and R. B. (Bert) Craft. The first officers were: 


(J, Evel DOal io. crc ee Seas See President 
Maurice Britten ................ sanns atin «nado wudngisetnidenamzecageleles Ws Leen een 
PL BY SVs ON GLEE otusctek a cee, seuegendoner ov snshded-be« DOCEOLOL Y= LECARU TOR 
Préd. ‘Thornton | .cc cece eae eee ee Director 
Ls Koh Be OY) ¢: Se nN eer rN Dips eye ec) Director 


A news item published on January 19, 1928, stated that the 
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Farmers Shipping Association was by far the biggest business firm 
in Zearing. 


R. B. (Bert) Craft became the manager of the association soon 
after its organization. Bert served until the early 1930’s. H. Vaughn 
Freeman succeeded him. 

In the late 1930’s the handwriting was on the wall. Trucks took 
the place of the railroad as a means of transportation for livestock. 
The Farmers Shipping Association disbanded. 


ZEARING CREAMERIES 


The first Zearing creamery was established in the 1880’s on the 
J. Wesley Deal farm at the west end of North Street. The 1890 
history of Story county called the creamery the Flowing Well 
Creamery. It was managed by a Mr. Fenton. We do not have his 
first name or initials. 

The first record we have of a Zearing creamery is a newspaper 
item which appeared in The Branch newspaper dated February 23, 
1889. 

‘While other towns and cities with larger pretentions and less 
business are taxing their citizens and paying out large sums of 
money to get a supply of water, Zearing strikes a flowing well where 
least expected. Some days ago Mr. Fenton commenced to dig a well 
4 feet in diameter at his creamery. After going down 37 feet and 
not getting a supply of water, he concluded to bore down with a 
144 inch auger. At the depth of 104 feet he struck a supply. The 
water forcing up soon filled the large well and ran over the top at 
the rate of 1,000 gallons per hour. You may talk about your sunny 
clime in some far off western state, but for real get up and go, 
Zearing takes the cake.’ 

The March 2, 1889, issue of The Branch contained another story 
about the well at the creamery. The story was entitled, ‘‘Still 
Boomine—Artesian Well.’’ 

‘““Mr. Fenton and J. Wesley Deal are drilling a new well, and 
putting down pipe as they go, expecting to.get the same flow of 
water, and then fill up the other well, and in that way get it under 
control. So far the water has been coming up with such foree in 
the first well they can not do anything much with it.’’ 

Edwin 8. Hoyt was the buttermaker at the creamery in the 
1890’s. A fire destroyed the creamery in the late 1890’s. A short 
time after the fire a new creamery was constructed northwest of 
the intersection of Pearl Street and Grant Street. The creamery 
was never moved from that location. 

We do not have the exact date the new creamery was ready for 
business. Jess J. Ross was the first buttermaker at the new creamery. 
A news item in The Zearing Enterprise dated April 8, 1898, refers 
to Jess J. Ross, Zearing buttermaker. 

Some of the buttermakers who servcd the creamery in south 
Zearing, in addition to Ross, were C. N. Hart, Raymond Hadley, 
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Charles Buffington, Carl M. Petersen, Clarence E. Erickson, C. N. 
Christiansen, Jack Reed, Lynn Hull, and Clarence Emhoff. 

Since World War II the dairy business in our community has 
slumped. Many farmers keep one cow, some buy milk for their own 
use. As a result the Zearing Creamery Company closed the cream- 
ery in 1955. 

Russell W. Carver was the last president of the Zearing Cream- 
ery Company. Margaret Baiotto Comfort was the last secretary. 

Cyrus P. Bean served the creamery for the longest period of 
time. He was secretary for twenty-eight years. 

On April 5, 1956, Virgil Hill opened a cheese factory in the 
ereamery building. He sells the cheese to the Kraft company. 


ZEARING TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION 


We do not have the exact date the local telephone company was 
organized. The first office was a small booth in the Ingledue drug 
store. Elwood C. Ingledue died in 1902. So we know that there was 
telephone service in Zearing before that date. 

Orpha Higgason worked in the drug store. A part of her duties 
was to take eare of the switchboard. Orpha said that there was little 
activity at first. She said that when the bell rang it always startled 
her. 

The first rural line was constructed northwest from Zearing. 
James A. Ruxton joked about that. He said that the reason was 
his interest in the telephone operator, Orpha. James and Orpha 
were married but we do not know how great a part the telephone 
played in the romance. 

Actually, the only reason for the first line being constructed 
northwest of town was the fact that construction had to start some 
place. Arthur Clark built the first rural lines. 

The telephone office was moved from the drug store to a very 
small building on the south side of Main Street, near Pine Street. 
Later the present office was established southwest of the inter- 
section of Main Street and Pine Street. The office has been re- 
modeled since it was established. A business office has been con- 
structed west of the telephone office. 

We are not certain that we have a complete list of managers and 
linemen who have served the telephone company. Sometimes they 
have been called managers. Sometimes they have been called line- 
men. 

Leo L. Wing served as the manager in the early 1900’s. James 
Johnson was another manager during that period. A man named 
Jackson was another early manager. We do not have Jackson’s first 
name. Because of his beard, he was nicknamed, ‘‘ Whiskers.”’ 

Other managers and linemen have been Frank Boylan, Ora F. 
Fish, Floyd Moon, John Beeman, William Myers, Robert Streitler, 
John Kummerfeldt, Vernon Jessup, and Lorenz F. Schoenbeck. 

Lorenz F’. Schoenbeck is the lineman in 1956. Mildred Johnston 
Good is the 1956 bookkeeper. 
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A special meeting of the Zearing Telephone Association was 
held on May 1, 1956. It was decided at the meeting to reorganize 
the company. The reorganization may result in the eventual in- 
stallation of dial service. 

The new company is authorized to sell up to $75,000 capital 
stock. The corporate period began on May 17, 1956. The corporate 
period will end on May 17, 1976, unless it is terminated at an earlier 
date. The first election of officers will be held on December 4, 1956. 
Temporary officers serving until December 4, are 


sea Cree A Peitip ie leninic: Sxiate. fc ae Pitt a ae eee weet! President 
OEE) aie, OE SCS a fos gh ce i ee Me Vice President 
ene. Corkaee. 2. eon nS MM BOM SEMEL. Reset Secretary 
Pe rime ees isCitten. ere wee bt ve Bet IAUT ee th Sl depts: Treasurer 


John A. Johnston was a faithful long-time official of the asso- 
ciation. John died in 1955. 


BUSINESS CLUBS 


The business men of Zearing formed clubs in the early days of 
Zearing. We say clubs because a club would be organized and later 
disband. Some of the clubs included members from the community 
outside of Zearing. The story throughout the history of Zearing 
seems to have been enthusiasm when the club was organized. A 
few months or years later the enthusiasm would evaporate and the 
elub disband. 

An item published in the May 30, 1929, issue of The Tri County 
News illustrates the problem better than I ean explain it. The item 
stated that only eleven members had attended the regular meeting 
of the community club. It stated that many members who should 
nave taken the lead in community betterment were absent. The 
members present were Dwight Elmo Johnson, William C. Brou- 
hard, Sr., Lyle C. Bailey, Kenneth L. Cerka, John Hoberland, 
Osgood B. Batchelor, John Pecor, Orphe Z. B urkhead, Earl Fergu- 
son, Roy J. Pulley, and J. C. Talmadge. 

The Business Men’ s Association remains active in 1956. Several 
years ago when the B. M. A. seemed destined to meet the fate of 
similar clubs throughout the history of Zearing a new idea was 
tried. It became a luncheon club. A noon luncheon once a month 
followed by the regular business meeting. As a result the B. M. A. 
is a very active organization in 1956. 

The Business Men’s Association was organized on Mareh 11, 
1946. The following individuals and firms were charter members 
of the B. M. A. 


Johnson Hardware Home Cafe 

Chance Brothers Brouhard Funeral Home 
Rut’s Greenhouse Madison’s Store 
Snoweren Produce Coe’s Standard Service 
The New Tri County News Snell Dairy 


Ray Aleorn Zearinge Creamery Company 
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Raymond J. Hawk Zearing Lumber Company 
Kenneth L. Cerka Bowles Elevator 

Howard H. Lease Lyle E. Steelman 

Donald H. Grimm Roy J. Pulley 

Tri County State Bank Dr. Charles L. Hall 
Zearing Locker Dr. Harry E. Strassburg 
Wood’s Dray Line Joseph Buffington 
Schoenbecks Lloyd Hoskins 

Zearing Barber Shop Samuel EF. Good 


The B. M. A. is governed by a board of directors. Virgil W. 
Welp, John Marvin Golly, Max A. Lounsberry, and KE. Max Me- 
Bride are members of the board in 1956. Virgil W. Welp is the 
president, and KE. Max McBride is the secretary. 


ZEARING BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
Avueust 10, 1956 


Cerka Motor Sales—Kenneth L. Cerka, Owner 

Tri County State Bank—William H. Brown, President 

Dr. Charles L. Hall, D. O. 

Dr. Catherine Robinson—Chiropractor 

Dr. Harry E. Strassburg—Dentist 

Drug Sundries—Lorenz and Marje Schoenbeck, Owners 

Johnson’s Dry Goods—Margaret Comfort, Manager 

Meredith Electric Service—Lee G. Meredith, Owner 

Norman Electric Service—Loren E. Norman, Owner 

Iowa Electric Light & Power Co.—Raymond J. Hawk, Lineman 

Selmer J. Good Feeds—Selmer Sr. and Bessie Good, Owners 

Zearing Elevator Company—Viregil W. Welp, Owner 

Commercial Fertilizer & Seed Corn—Manly EK. Dakins, Salesman 

Brouhard Funeral Home—William C. Brouhard, Sr. and Jr., 
Owners 

Madison’s Grocery—Ingvald S. Madison, Owner 

Lounsberry Grocery & Market—Max A. and Winnie Lounsberry, 
Owners 

Buffington Garage—Joseph and Jerald Buffington, Owners 

Curley’s Garage—Merle J. Curley, Owner 

Herndon’s Garage—Earl (Abe) Herndon, Owner 

Johnson Variety Hardware—Everett L. Johnson, Manager 

R. J. Pulley Implements—Roy J. Pulley, Owner 

Dakins & Gaunt Implements—Samuel W. Dakins and George A. 
Gaunt, Owners 

Burkhead Insurance Agenecy—Harold E. Law, Owner 

Don Fleming Insurance Ageney—Donald R. Fleming, Owner 

Coe’s Cafe—John and Ethelyn Coe, Owners 

Holveck’s Cafe—Charles N. Holveck, Owner 

The New Tri County News—Maurice Butler, Publisher 
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Young’s Blacksmith Shop—William C. Young, Owner 
Livestock Buyer—Thore Langland 

Zearing Livestock Company—Paul Johns, Buyer 

Golly Locker Service—John Marvin and Virginia Golly, Owners 
Fitzgerald Lumber Company, Elmer Fitzgerald, Owner 
Shattuck Produce—Richard and Pauline Shattuck, Owners 
Portable Mill—Richard Bushman, Owner 

Portable Mill—Dale L. Fisher, Owner 

Towle’s Plumbing & Heating—Carl B. Towle, Owner 
Beck’s Plumbing & Heating—Hillis and Fern Becker, Owners 
Buff’s Service—Aaron E. and Edith Buffington, Owners 
Carver’s Place—Murray L. Carver, Owner 

Good’s Super Service—-Robert L. Good, Owner 

Standard Products—Samuel F. Good, Agent 

Sinelair Produets—Lloyd Hoskins, Agent 

Socony Vacuum Products—Floyd O. Steelman, Agent 
Kenny’s Cafe—Lyle E. and Gladys Steelman, Owners 
Trucking & Machine Hire—Hugh R. Good 

Trucker—W. Everett Wickham 

Dr. Elwood E. Everson—Veterinarian 

Dr. Robert A. Ricketts—Veterinarian 

Dr. L. Paul Sterlinge—Veterinarian 

Painter—Clarence Omar Dool 

Painter—Hartwell P. Chandler Jr. 

Carpenter—Chris G. Muschick 

Central Iowa Rendering Plant—Karnest Beach, Agent 

The Spot Tavern—George W. Riley, Owner 

United States Post Office—Donald H. Grimm, Postmaster 
Cook’s Chickery-—Arthur J. Cook, Owner 

Tiling—Earl Frohwein and Vernon L. Eggers 

Real Estate—Brantley Jones 

Zearing Telephone Association—John A. (Archie) Lund, President 
Zearing Cheese Company—Virgil Hill, Owner 

Guy’s Barber Shop—Guy W. Clatterbuck, Owner 

General Contractor—Harold Rasmusson 

Watkins Products—Wilbert Harms, Salesman 

Wood’s Dray Line—Lloyd Wood, Owner 

Maxine’s Beauty Nook—Maxine Wildeboer, Owner 

Hilma’s Beauty Shop—Hilma Krueger, Owner 

Livestock Buyer—Earl Culbertson 


I have not listed part time business men. There are a number 
of individuals engaged in part time selling or other business actt- 
vity in our community. However, farming is their regular occupa- 
tion. There are several salesmen and other business men who carry 
on their business outside our community but live in our community. 
I sincerely hope that I have not overlooked a local business that 
should have been included in the directory. 
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ZEARING PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 


ZEARING DOocTORS 


Dr. F. 8S. Newton and Dr. A. W. Brooks were the pioneer Zear- 
ing doctors. They moved to Zearing soon after the town was found- 
ed. Dr. F. S. Newton was Zearing’s first assessor. Dr. Newton 
moved to Marshalltown, Lowa. 

Dr. Denison Tisdale of Des Moines, Iowa, did medical work in 
Zearing whenever he came to visit at the home of his son, Julius P. 
Tisdale. 

In the early 1890’s, Dr. J. A. Brown came to Zearing. In 1901, 
Dr. Brown and the State Savings Bank, built the brick building 
on the north side of Main Street. The building was located midway 
between Center Street and Pearl Street. The building is occupied 
in the spring of 1956 by the Tri County State Bank and the United 
States Post Office. Dr. Brown moved to Ames, Iowa, in 1908 or 1909. 

Dr. J. J. Hinchman practiced medicine in Zearing during the 
late 1890’s. He moved to St. Anthony, Iowa. Dr. EK. E. Dodson was 
in Zearing for several years prior to 1904. He was succeeded on 
June 1, 1904, by Dr. C. W. Powell. Dr. Powell moved to Manly, 
Towa, in 1915. 

For a short time after Dr. Brown left Zearing, Dr. Powell was 
the only Zearing doctor. Then Dr. H. J. Hertz came to Zearing. A 
year or so later, Dr. J. J. Craig came. Dr. Craig soon moved to 
St. Anthony, Iowa. 

Dr. H. J. Hertz remained in Zearing until his death on Febru- 
ary 25, 1916. He died from heart trouble. Dr. H. E. Harlow sue- 
ceeded Dr. Hertz. Dr. C. O. Callison succeeded Dr. Powell. 

Dr. C. O. Callison practiced in Zearing for several years. Dr. 
Callison was found dead in Holly, Colorado, in September, 1922. 
The official verdict was heart failure. Dr. H. KE. Harlow died from 
a brain tumor on July 8, 1920. 

Dr. Louis L. Bowie came to Zearing on August 13, 1920. Dr. 
Bowie moved to Marshalltown, Iowa, in 1942. He had been appoint- 
ed Chief Surgeon at the lowa Soldiers Home. 

Dr. F. W. Cowgill came to Zearing on April 1, 1926. Dr. Cow- 
oill moved to Nevada, Iowa, in the spring of 1933. 

Dr. Charles L. Hall succeeded Dr. Bowie. Dr. Hall moved to 
Zearing in December, 1942. In 1956, Dr. Hall is Zearing’s only 
doctor. During the summer of 1953, Dr. Hall completed a new five 
room elinie on the northeast corner of his Center Street lot. Harold 
D. Norman of Hubbard, Iowa, built the clinie. 

Zearing’s first house, the Richardson home, has been ealled the 


house of the doctors. Dr. Hertz, Dr. Harlow, Dr. Bowie, and Dr. 
Hall lived there. 
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ZEARING CHIROPRACTORS 


The first Zearine chiropractor was Mrs. Adams of Davenport, 
Iowa. She practiced in Zearing during the summer of 1915. 

Dr. Dwight A. Armstrong practiced in Zearing during the early 
1920’s. Dr. Armstrong moved to Minnesota. Dr. M. E. Diggins had 
an office in Zearing in 1924. He moved to Hampton, Iowa. 

Dr. Catherine Robinson came to Zearing on November 19, 1927. 
In 1947, Dr. Robinson built a combination apartment and office 
building on the south side of Main Street. The building was located 
between Center Street and Pine Street. George Robinson of Nevada, 
Iowa, did the construction work. 


Dr. Robinson is Zearing’s only chiropractor in 1956. 


ZEARING DENTISTS 


In the early days of our community the doctors did most of the 
dental work. They usually pulled the offending teeth immediately. 

Dr. Frank Armstrong was Zearing’s first resident dentist. He 
practiced in Zearing in the 1890’s. Dr. A. J. MeCormack opened a 
dental office in Zearing on May 1, 1900. Dr. McCormack practiced 
in Zearing until he moved to Minnesota in 1916. 

Dr. R. E. Burke came to Zearing in 1916. Dr. Burke entered 
the armed services in 1918. Dr. J. R. Harrison succeeded Dr. Burke. 
Dr. Harrison sold his practice to Dr. Harry EK. Strassburg. Dr. 
Strassburg came to Zearing on July 11, 1928. 

In 1952, Dr. Strassburg completed a new office building near 
his home in northwest Zearing. In 1956, he is Zearing’s only dentist. 


ZEARING VETERINARIANS 


Isaac B. Norton, Jacob Roadenizer, and Wallace Higgason did 
the first veterinary work in our community. 

Dr. M. D. LeFevre came to Zearing in 1908. He practiced in our 
community until the early 1930’s. He died on March 7, 1939, at 
the Masonic Sanitarium, Bettendorf, Iowa. Dr. LeFevre is buried 
at Genoa, Illinois. 

The Zearing Advocate of October 5, 1911, carried the notice 
that Dr. Robert A. Ricketts had arrived in Zearing. Dr. Ricketts 
is practicing in 1956. | 

Dr. L. Paul Sterling, a graduate of Iowa State College, came 
to Zearing on September 7, 1933. Dr. Sterling maintains a home 
in Zearing at the present time but works as an inspector. 

Dr. Elwood EH. Everson came to Zearing on March 1, 1953. He 
is practicing in our community in 1956. 
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ZEARING ATTORNEYS 


Zearing has had three practicing attorneys. One of the at- 
torneys, J. Charles Jessen, was the mayor of Zearing in 1906-07. 
Jessen later practiced at Story City, lowa. He became one of the 
leading attorneys in Story county. 

James B. Graham was an attorney in Zearing in the early 
1930’s. He did not practice in Zearing very long. 

Lloyd E. Beach did legal work in Zearing but never established 
an office here. Lloyd, a native of Zearing, is a practicing attorney 
at St. Charles, Illinois, in 1956. 


ZEARING FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


The Zearing Register of Mareh 9, 1883, carried an advertise- 
ment for Pierce Brothers. Pierce Brothers advertised furniture 
and a large assortment of coffins at their store in Zearing. 

In the 1890’s, J. Henry Jondall had a furniture business in 
Zearing. Peter A. Solem of Roland, Iowa, was a business associate 
of Jondall and took charge of the Zearing funerals. 

In January of 1900, LeRoy Brothers became Zearine funeral 
directors. Charles H. LeRoy was a licensed embalmer. William J. 
LeRoy was the other brother. In 1904, LeRoy Brothers built a 
combination furniture store, funeral parlor, and toy shop on the 
south side of Main Street. It was located midway between Center 
Street and Pine Street. The LeRoy building is occupied in 1956 
by Richard Shattuck, produce dealer. 

Charles H. LeRoy died on July 11, 1914. William J. LeRoy 
and Guy Ressler continued the business. On August 24, 1914, the 
Zearing town council approved the license of George Hobbs, em- 
balmer. 

The Zearing News of February 10, 1916, carried an interesting 
news item. It stated that LeRoy and Ressler would soon have a 
fine auto hearse. The paper predicted that when people saw it, 
they would just die to ride in it. 

William J. LeRoy advertised his funeral equipment for sale 
in the November 23, 1922, issue of The Tri County News. 

William C. Brouhard Sr. started in the funeral business in the 
spring of 1918. However, he owned the Brouhard Pharmaey in 
Zearing until October, 1925. In June of 1925, William Sr. opened 
a funeral parlor on Main Street in Zearing. Later the funeral par- 
lor was moved to the Brouhard home on south Center Street. 

On October 13, 1953, the Brouhards’ purchased the Dixon 
Funeral Home at Nevada, Iowa. In 1956, the Brouhard Funeral 
Home, operating in Zearing and Nevada, is one of the best funeral 
homes in central Lowa. 

William C. Brouhard Sr. has been assisted in the business by 
his sons, Donald L., Robert C., and William C. Jr. The Brouhard 
Funeral Home is owned and operated in 1956 by William C. Brou- 
hard Sr. and William C. Brouhard Jr. 
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NEWSPAPERS 


ZEARING, IOWA 


The Northern Light was a weekly newspaper published at 
Latrobe in 1882. Latrobe was the town which was later called 
McCallsburg. The paper was moved to Zearing by William F. 
Lewis late in 1882 or early in 1883. The name was changed to The 
Zearing Register. Publication started in late January, 1883. 


The Zearing Register was published by the Lewis brothers with 
some help from their father, William F. Lewis. Arthur W. Lewis 
was only sixteen years of age. Ellis J. Lewis was only fourteen 
years old. The paper was not a financial success. The Lewis family 
returned to their farm in 1884. 

The Crucible, a bright little weekly, commenced publication 
at Zearing on November 1, 1885. It was published by Morton Kuhn. 
Publication ceased on April 1, 1886. 


Rev. B. A. Konkle’s history of Story county states that The 
Branch was the Zearing newspaper which followed The Crucible. 
The Branch was published by H. B. Miller of Marshalltown, Iowa, 
from August, 1887, to October, 1889. 


In 1891, Arthur W. Lewis entered the newspaper business on 
a larger scale. He founded The Zearing Enterprise. In 1895, George 
R. F. Swain was the editor of The Zearing Enterprise. Burton 
Richardson was the editor in 1898. In 1902, the editor was George 
A. Fox. The Zearing Enterprise was active, we know, until June 30, 
1905. On that date a Zearing business review supplement was 
published. 


We know that Guy W. Mills was publishing The Reporter on 
August 23, 1905. The Reporter was called the successor to The 
Zearing Enterprise. 


However, in the August 16, 1906, issue of The Zearing Weekly 
News, the editor, George D. Brown, stated that The Zearing Enter- 
prise and The Reporter were no longer published. The Brown Print- 
ing Shop was destroyed in the big fire of December, 1907. 

Guy W. Mills moved his family to Zearing in 1908. He founded 
The Zearing Advocate immediately after his arrival. Guy published 
The Zearing Advocate until late in the year of 1912. He sold the 
business to F. O. Christoffers in the spring of 1913. The name was 
changed to The Zearing News by Christoffers. 


John K. Layeock and Merle H. Laycock bought the paper in 
the spring of 1916. They changed the name to The Tri County 
News. In 1920, they sold the paper to Paul D. Ratliff and W. L. 
Hester. In 1921, Ratliff bought Hester’s share. 

J.C. Talmadge bought the paper in 1922 from Ratliff. He sold 
out in 1929. Then came a period of rapid turn over. Editor followed 
editor during the depression years. J. Vernon Moon and Donald L. 
Brouhard, then J. Vernon Moon, Burt Kroesen, J. W. Sharp Jr., 
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Orphe Z. Burkhead and Kenneth lL. Cerka, G. R. Osborn, and 
finally in 1933, William and Hildegarde Banninger. 

In 1935, Charles G. and Inis M. Grubb bought The Tri County 
News from the Banninger family. Charles and Inis were from the 
deep south. The winter of 1935-36 was a rough one. After several 
months in Zearing the Grubb family moved to Centerville, Mis- 
SISSIPp1. 

William J. Manchester of Minnesota was the next editor of 
The Tri County News. Bill published the paper until 1945. He left 
Zearing to work for The Ames Milepost at Ames, Iowa. The Tri 
County News was never published again. 

After some months without a newspaper in Zearing, Paul F. 
Talmadge returned to our community. Paul was the son of J. C. 
Talmadge, editor during the 1920’s. He established The New Tri 
County News. The first issue of The New Tri County News was 
dated Thursday, November 15, 1945. Paul soon built the paper into 
a well known Iowa weekly. 

Paul F. Talmadge died of a heart attack at his home in north- 
east Zearing on January 29, 1950. He was buried at Marshalltown, 
Towa. The paper was sold by Amy Langland Talmadge to John J. 
treenwood of Charles City, Iowa. John came to Zearing on May 1, 
1950. 

Maurice and Geraldine Butler of Charles City, Iowa, bought 
The New Tri County News on July 13, 1955. Possession was given 
on September 15, 1955. John J. Greenwood is the owner of the 
areenwood Printing Company at Ames, Iowa, in 1956. 


ZKARING SCHOOLS 
1881-1921 


Mabel Armstrong Johnson checked the old reeords at the court 
house in Nevada and furnished considerable school information 
for our history. Denison A. Tisdale and his wife, Louise Heiden- 
reich Tisdale, gave us valuable assistance. 

Zearing children attended the country school which was loeated 
in the northwest corner of the SW14 of Section 21. They at- 
tended the country school until the school house in town could 
be completed. The area where the country school was located is 
called Ike’s Grove by local residents in 1956. 

The teachers who taught the Zearing children in the country 
school were : 

Maggie Smay-—1881-82 
James Henry Tight—1882-83 

The cne room Zearing school was completed on December 21, 
1885. It was located northeast of the intersection of Pearl Street 
and Garfield Street. J. H. MeCord was the contractor. 

We nave the following story from Ellis J. Lewis of Denver, 
Colorado, telling of the opening of the first town school in Zearing, 
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The Zearing school house in this picture was originally a one room 
building. The one room building was built in 1883. Later the building was 
enlarged to the size shown in the picture. This picture is approximately 
fifty years old. The picture was furnished for this history by Florence 
Hix Lightfoot. 


Iowa. Ellis was one of the pupils. He said that more than seventy 
pupils came the first day. Some of them were from outside the 
official district. 

Miss Frances MeGloffen was the teacher. She found that none 
of the pupils had been in a graded school before. She was astounded 
at the task before her. However, she graded the pupils as best she 
could. It was a week before she had the school in operation. 

The teacher selected several of the advanced pupils and put 
them in charge of the lower grades. Sometimes three or more classes 
would be reciting at the same time in the one room school. 

The school authorities finally consented to the employment of an 
assistant teacher. Effie, the sister of Frances, came to help. Ellis 
said that Zearing’s first teachers did an excellent job under very 
trying conditions. 

The teachers, 1883-93 were: 


Frances MeGloffen Flora Cook 
Effie MeGloffen Cora Groat 
John Smith Edith Geddes 


O. Stamm Anna Heileman 
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In 1887, Edward G. Richardson built an upstairs room for the 
Zearing school. The total cost of the two story building was $3,000. 
In 1887, J. Fred Reed became the first principal of the Zearing 
school. Principal Reed established a school of nine grades. 

The sehool had three principals during the period from 1887 
to 1893. 

J. Fred Reed H. B. Hunt 

R. 8. Selby 


The Zearing school was again enlarged. Three rooms were used 
beginning in 1893. Elizabeth Kline was the principal of the Zear- 
ing school from 1893 until the spring of 1896. Etta Mendenhall 
taught the intermediate grades from 1893 until the spring of 1895. 
Nettie Patton was the primary teacher from 1893 until the spring 
of 1898. 

On June 6, 1895, the first graduation exercises were held. Mem- 
bers of the graduating class took part in the graduation program. 
That was the custom in those days. Names of the members of the 
class and the titles of their orations follow: 


Lena Richardson—The Past Has Taught Its Lesson 
Mageie Guthrie—Queen Esther 

Bertha Schultze—No Excellence Without Labor 

Mabel V. Clift—‘ Et tu Brute’’ 

Grace P. Burkhart—WNature’s Art Gallery 

Denison A. Tisdale—Valedictory—‘ Victories of Defeat’’ 

Bennett A. Armstrong was the president of the board of edu- 
cation in 1895. 

Nettie Armstrong took charge of the intermediate grades in the 
fall of 1895. S. B. Miller was the principal when the fall term in 
1896 began. Louise Heidenreich was the primary teacher in the 
fall of 1898. 

The commencement program dated May 25, 1899, listed the 
following Zearing teachers: 

S. B. Miller—Principal 
Denison A. Tisdale—Intermediate 
Louise Heidenreich—Primary 
The school board of 1899 had the following members: 
Robert A. Dool—President 
J. Wesley Deal 
Nathaniel R. Clift 
George EK. Airhart 
Charles A. Burkhart—Seeretary 
teorge Wohlheter—Treasurer 


We can not list all of the members of the early graduating 
classes. We are listing the class of 1899 because there was class 
loyalty among the members of that class not equaled by any other 
class in Zearing school history. 

Celia Mead Schuler of Welcome, Minnesota, stated in a letter 
dated April 13, 1954, that she was proud of the class of 1899. At 
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that time they were all living and kept in touch with each other 
by round robin letters. Not long after Celia’s letter was written 
Burton Richardson died. The April, 1954, roll eall of the class of 
1899 follows: 
Burton Richardson—Chieago, Illinois 
Ernest Bean—Madison, Wisconsin 
A. James Tisdale—Union, Iowa 
K. John Tisdale—Zearing, Iowa 
Grace Bean Campbell—Zearing, Iowa 
Olle Schuler Bryant—Chino, California 
Nina Cook Matison—Earlville, Llinois 
Celia Mead Schuler—Welcome, Minnesota 
George W. Phillips, county superintendent of schools, presented 
the diplomas to the class of 1899. 
The Zearing school was enlarged to four rooms in 1899. The 
four teachers starting the fall term in 1899 were: 
Frank Bronson—Principal 
Denison A. Tisdale—6th, 7th, 8th 
Lena Richardson—4th, 5th 
Louise Heidenreich—Ist, 2nd, 3rd 
Zearing teachers for the fall term of 1900 were: 
Denison A. Tisdale—Principal 
Agnes Arnett—7th, 8th 
Lena Richardson—4th, 5th, 6th 
Louise Heidenreich—Ist, 2nd, 3rd 
Denison A. Tisdale was elected the principal of the Gilman, 
Iowa, school in the spring of 1903. He moved to Gilman in July, 
1903. 
In the fall of 1903 there were two teachers in the high school. 


George Failor—Superintendent—1903-05 
Hattie MeCall Roberts—1903-05 


The following superintendents served during the period 1905- 
1921: 


Austin Johnson 1905-06 3en M. Smith 1914-16 
Frank S. White 1906-07 John H. Wetzler 1916-18 
Ira Bradley 1907-08 Donald M. Smith 1918- 
Asa Woods 1908-09 (Resigned to enter the 
Frank Fagegart 1909-12 armed services) 

S. R. Davis 1912-13 | Clara Grimm _ 1918-20 
Walter Ernst 1913-14 A. B. Ward 1920-21 


LINCOLN TOWNSHIP CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 


The voters did not approve consolidation at the first election. 
The issue was not approved until November 28, 1919. At the elec- 
tion held on that date the town voted 123 to 9 in favor. The vote in 
the country was 72 to 48 in favor. 
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The new school building was constructed at the north edge of 
Zearing. It was located southwest of the intersection of Center 
Street and the county road. The first classes were held in the new 
building in the fall of 1921. 

Members of the first consolidated school board were Oliver P. 
Abbey, Manly E. Dakins, Winnie W. Carver, John A. Johnston, 
and Clyde Bailey. The new building was dedicated on November 
17, 1921. The following program was given: 


Two Numbers—Double Quartet 

Harp Solo—Grace Gogerty 
Address—Maude Wakefield 
Forward—F red Rost 

Address—Dr. Holmes, Drake University 
Basket ball—Refreshments 


TEACHERS STRIKE 


There was a strike of nine teachers of the school on March 21, 
1922. The cause of the strike was a disagreement among the faculty 
members. 

The high school students enjoyed the strike very much. They 
spent the day parading about the town, driving about the country, 
and dancing in the gymnasium. The dance in the gymnasium eaus- 
ed a great deal of comment among the more conservative people 
of our community. It was the first dance ever held in a Zearing 
school gymnasium. 

The striking teachers apologized and returned to work. The fol- 
lowing public apology was published in The Tri County News. 

‘“We, the undersigned teachers, wish to apologize, and each for 
herself apologizes, to the school board and the publie of Lincoln 
township for our action on the morning of March 21, 1922, and we 
accept the conditions as stated in the minutes of the meeting of the 
school board of date, March 21, 1922.”’ 


NEw GYMNASIUM 


Immediately following World War II, a bond issue of $75,000 
was proposed for the purpose of constructing a new gymnasium 
and increasing the number of class rooms. A red hot election was 
held and the bond issue was defeated. 

On March 10, 1952, a bond issue of $115,000 was voted for the 
purpose of constructing a new gymnasium and enlarging the school 
facilities. The bond issue carried 268 to 70. 

The new gymnasium was opened for public use on April 17, 
1953. The athletic banquet was held in the gymnasium on that 
date. Lyle Quinn, secretary of the Boys Iowa Athletie Association, 
was the guest speaker. The O. KE. S. served the banquet. 

The gymnasium was dedicated on September 20, 1953. A num- 
ber of prominent local residents took part in the program. Superin- 
tendent Cliff Evans presided. Former superintendent Howard L. 
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Rankin introduced the guests. Jack Shelley of WHO, Des Moines, 
Iowa, was the featured speaker. Music was furnished by the Lions 
Club, Nevada, lowa, and the local band. Three local ministers took 
part in the program. They were Rev. Cronkhite, Father Murphy, 
and Rev. Eller. The architect, R. H. Vandereook, the contractor, 
Ben Mulford, and the plumbing contractor, Charles Peet, appeared 
on the program. Thomas Gordon Lundy, school board president, 
represented the local school board. The planning committee for the 
dedication was composed of Inez Adams McBride, Norene Pulley 
Tisdale, and Lowell Gildersleeve. 

The completion of the new gymnasium with additional class 
rooms was the signal for the addition of new territory to the dis- 
trict from outside of Lincoln township. An attempt to do so was 
made at an election held on May 6, 1953. One district in Sherman 
township voted to join. Two districts in Sherman township voted 
against. This resulted in the entire proposition being defeated.  . 

On March 2, 1955, an election was held which included terri- 
tory in Marshall county, one district in Sherman township, and a 
part of another district in Sherman. The election carried 2338 to 0. 
However, the election was contested in the courts. Early in June, 
1955, the lowa Supreme Court ruled that the election was legal. 

It was obvious that the name, Lincoln Township Consolidated 
School, should be changed. The district contained considerable ter- 
ritory outside of Lincoln township. At the regular meeting of the 
school board on September 7, 1954, the board voted to change the 
name to, Zearing Community School. The name was made official 
by a legal notice published in The New Tri County News on June 9, 
LOGS. 


ZEARING COMMUNITY SCHOOL 


An election was held on June 28, 1955, to elect board members 
for the Zearme Community School. The directors elected were 
Thomas Gordon Lundy, Franklin Dale Johnston, Dr. Elwood E. 
Everson, Barrett O. Dudley of St. Anthony, Iowa, and Ambrose J. 
Blayney of Hubbard, Iowa. 

Even after the lowa Supreme Court ruling there was agitation 
against the election which added Marshall county territory to the 
local district. According to local school officials the matter has now, 
August, 1956, been settled and the district remains as it was voted 
on March 2, 1955. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


Fred Rost ° 1921-22 Harry E. Emmerson 1939-41 
Alvin L. Vandermast 1922-24 H. D. Hoffman 1941-44 
Jesse L. Tomlinson 1924-25 Ss. C. Williams 1944-45 
J. H. Schlenvoet 1925-27 Howard H. Lease 1945-48 
Harold Priem 1927-28 Charles Hahn 1948-51 
Alvin L. Vandermast 1928-34. Howard L. Rankin 1951-53 


Karl Gaylord 1934-39 Chiff Evans 1953-56 
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Cliff Evans was the first superintendent of the Zearing Com- 
munity School. Cliff will be the superintendent at Gladbrook, Iowa, 
during the 1956-57 school year. Clarence M. Swanson will succeed 
him as superintendent of the Zearing Community School. 


ScHooL ACTIVITIES 


I am not completing a history of school activities. It would be 
impossible to give adequate coverage to school activities in a his- 
tory of this type. I am liste a few unusual items. 

On the Wednesday afternoon preceding Thanksgiving, in 1895, 
the children of the primary department of the Zearing school gave 
an exhibition. Many of the parents were present and the little tots 
acquitted themselves creditably. Miss Nettie Patton, their teacher, 
did an excellent job drilling them for the program. 


Thankseryin +. See Sorc et eee ee Ae i A et Laura Norton 
Sea PRankscivine ee Ee Mary Blackburn 
TeGlea niin. kt een eS ee eee Jerry Chance 
eSONTEOTS Re) SEA ee te ee ee eee Hosea Jondall 
Our Bay ee ee eee Myrtle Gogerty 
vack’s *Pompkingnc 2. eee Frank Norton 
Recitation 2. Sr ees ear ee ew See eee: Mabel Armstrong 
The Way to Slumberland — ___ AH Ue ee Nettie Dool 
My Oho1eei 20h Ata Wa Ee ee Mary Dool 
Politenesy ee) BHM OE A Rei ee, Se ee Clara McCall 
Dnittle "B6Yy’s “Troubles! a eee Howard Dakins 
Recitation... eye Hee NUE [eo SOOO 20e de Ida Gogerty 
Mothet: Goose 22 Negi he eee Blanche Burkhart 
Street *Lanipetts. 2) 2 Ve) NE ee eee Lester Belden 


I ean not say that the following list of basketball players con- 
stituted the Zearing school’s first basketball team. Because the 
Mullen family left Zearing in the spring of 1910, I would think 
the evidence points to 1909-10 as the date for the team. 


Lewis Roseburrough—Center 
Ralph Mullen—Forward 
Chester Mullen—Forward 
Dwight Armstronge—Guard 
Foster Holeomb—Guard 


Harry LeFevre, Lloyd Kohl, Claude Eley, Freely Golly, and 
John Faris were among the first basketball players to play for 
the Zearing school. 

The Zearing school had a girls basketball team in 1912 that 
was highly rated. 

The Tri County News—March 15, 1922: 

“The Zearing high school basketball team left for Iowa City 
on the morning train. They will enter the lowa City tournament 
as one of the best sixty teams in the state. 
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‘‘Zearing’s first game will be played at 10:30 a. m. on March 16. 
Ottumwa will be the opponent. 

Mr. Rost had intended to go with the boys but because of school 
business he decided to send Mr. Butts.’’ 

I remember the score of the game as Ottumwa 8 and Zearing 5. 
Kenneth L. Cerka, a member of the team, thinks that was the score. 
However, neither ‘of us can be certain. We do know that it was a 
close game. 

The first declamatory contest was held at the school auditorium 
on March 3, 1922. The winners were: 

Ist—Lois Robinson 
2nd—Okal Dakins 
3srd—Clifford Van Orsdel 


On May 1, 1925, a Story county girls’ track meet was held at 
Shipley, Towa. The Zearing high school girls won the county 
championship. 

The following points were won by Zearing: 

00 yard dash—Ailene Horst, Zearing, 2nd. Winning time—7 
seconds. 

Baseball throw—Florine Chance, Zearing, 2nd. Winning dis- 
tance was 145 feet, 8 inches. 

8 pound shot—Florine Chanee, Zearing, 1st. Her distance was 
26 feet, 9 inches. 

In 1956, Florine Chance Dudley is living near St. Anthony, 
lowa. Ailene Horst Liechty is living in Iowa City, Iowa. 


POWER AND LIGHT 


Council meeting, June 25, 1906—Nathaniel R. Clift mov ved, and 
Ed Woehler seconded, a motion to buy six Raff Improved gasoline 
lamps for lighting Zearing streets. Motion carried. 

Council meeting, October 5, 1906—Council enters into a con- 
tract with John B. Holeomb for lighting street lamps and keeping 
them in repair at a salary of $8.00 per month. 

At a special election held on March 30, 1914, the voters of 
Zearing granted free use of the streets, alleys, and public places, 
to Charles L. Belden & Son, its successors or assigns, within the 
incorporated town of Zearing, Iowa, to construct, reconstruct, main- 
tain, and operate, a power plant for the generation of electricity, 
and to furnish electricity to the town and its inhabitants for all 
purposes, and providing for the furnishing of electric energy to 
the town for all public purposes. 

The franchise to carry out the ordinance was approved by the 
voters on January 10, 1916. The vote was 104 to 2. Members of the 
town council at the time the franchise was granted were Roy J. 
Pulley, Cyrus P. Bean, J. Wesley Deal, Henry Hoberland, and 
Edward (Ned) Adams. A. Deyo LeFevre was the mayor. George 
W. Phillips was the town clerk. 
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On March 1, 1917, Charles L. Belden & Son sold, set over, and 
transferred all their rights, powers, and privileges, conferred upon 
them to the Iowa Railway & Light Company. This assignment was 
signed by Charles L. Belden and F. Lester Belden. 

At the expiration of the twenty-five years a renewal of the fran- 
echise was granted by the voters of Zearing to the lowa Electric 
Light & Power Company, successors to the lowa Railway & Light 
Company. 

Dwight Elmo Johnson was the power company representative 
in Zearing for many years. In 1937, Marvin Hilleman beeame the 
local manager for the power company. The Hilleman family moved 
to Maxwell, Iowa, in 1943. 

Pinky Sloan and Lester Corbin represented the power company 
in our community from 1943 until 1945. On May 28, 1945, Raymond 
J. Hawk became the lineman for this district. Raymond J. Hawk 
is the lineman in 1956. 

The R.E.A. has lines in Lincoln township in 1956. One R.K.A. 
line headquarters is at Iowa Falls, Iowa. The other R.E.A. line has 
headquarters at Marshalltown, Iowa. 


WATER WORKS AND FIRE CONTROL 


The first Zearing fires were fought by bucket brigades of publie 
spirited citizens. Lena Richardson Warner told about a fire many 
years ago which threatened the Christian Church. The ehureh was 
saved by men and women volunteers. The women pumped the water 
from the wells. The men carried it to the fire in buckets. 

Volunteer fire fighters were notified of a fire in the early days 
of Zearing by the ehureh bells or by personal notification. In 1918, 
a fire bell was purehased and installed west of the William C. 
Young blacksmith shop on west Main Street, near Pine Street. Bill 
Young said that he remembered the year very clearly. Several 
months after the bell was installed local citizens nearly wore it out 
celebrating the end of World War I. 

On the morning of August 3, 1946, a large truck belonging to 
the Nash-Fineh Company was parked on Main Street. It left the 
street and narrowly missed Young’s blacksmith shop. The truek 
hit the hell tower squarely. The tower went into a elineh. It took 
the combined efforts of the men from Kenneth L. Cerka’s garage 
to untangle it. The truck was slightly damaged, the tower ruined, 
but the bell was undamaged. A siren took the place of the fire bell. 
The bell is at the Zearing Park. It is possible it may be mounted 
on a tower at the park as a souvenir. 

Council meeting, December 5, 1910—A _ petition for a special 
water works election was tabled until an estimate of the cost of 
the system could be made. 

Council meeting, January 3, 1911—William J. Lightfoot, Lewis 
H. Moon, William C. Young, Joseph C. Roushar, and Nathaniel 
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R. Clift approved a petition for a special election to issue $12,000 
in bonds for a water works system. Election was held on February 
2, 1911. The voters did not approve the bond issue. 

Council meeting, June 7, 1920—Council voted to submit a bond 
issue of $36,000 to the voters at a special election to be held on 
July 12, 1920, for a municipal water works. The voters approved 
the bond issue at the special election. 

Council meeting, April 7, 1921—Motion by Merle H. Laycock 
that the council accept E. K. Ladd’s bid of $20,544 on the water 
works pipe line complete. And to accept the Pittsburg-Des Moines 
Steel Company bid of $5,950 for the tank and tower. Motion earried. 

Council meeting, May 24, 1921—Council accepts the bid of 
EK. C. Archibald of Council Bluffs, Iowa, to drill an 8 inch well 
for the water works for $855 and $5 per extra foot. 

John Q. Wickham was the engineer for the Zearing water works 
project. The building of the municipal water works in Zearing was 
the signal for an improved fire department. Farmers in Lincoln 
township joined Zearing residents in the purchase of motor vehicles 
and equipment for the fire department. Finally in 1952, the voters 
in Lineoln township, living outside Zearing, approved a tax on the 
farms for fire department purposes. 


ZEARING KIREMEN—May 20, 1955 


Merle J. Curley—Chief Max A. Lounsberry 
Curtis E. Bauer—Assistant Chief Donald R. Fleming 
John Marvin Golly—Captain Dale L. Fisher 
Claire R. Obenchain—Lieutenant EK. Max McBride 
John A. Lund Jr.—Secretary James W. Hunt 
Lowell H. Hoberland Arthur J. Cook 
William E. Brown Lee G. Meredith 
Bobby D. Herndon William Loren Cerka 


Robert L. Good 


FIRES 


It would be impossible to list all of the Zearing fires. The fires 
doing the most damage are listed under the above title. 


1903 


John Henry Norton’s implement store burned in 1903. The 
building was located on the south side of Main Street, west of 
Center Street. 


1907 


On August 15, 1907, the barn belonging to Isaae B. Norton, 
located on Pearl Street south of the railroad, burned. The loss was 
$800. 


66 Community History, ZEARING, lowa 


On August 16, 1907, the Robert Golly livery barn, located on 
Pearl Street near the railroad, burned. The fire threatened the 
south side of Main Street. 

On December 5, 1907, the south side of Main Street from Pear] 
Street west to the Pollock Block, burned. The following businesses 
were destroyed: 

Lewis H. Moon’s barber shop 

George D. Brown’s printing shop 

Charles and Susie Williams Coffelt’s store 
Silas W. Eller’s jewelry store 

John 8. Bunker’s restaurant 

William Kersey’s harness shop 

Post Office, Cyrus P. Bean, Postmaster 


1919 


On April 22, 1919, David Blackburn’s pool hall and the local 
theater were destroyed by fire. The two buildings were located on 
the north side of Main Street a short distance west of Center Street. 


1920 


On September 14, 1920, Paul Peterson’s elevator and a imple- 
ment shed belonging to Fred A. Haase, burned. The buildings were 
located north of the railroad and west of Center Street. A hard 
working bucket brigade saved the Clift building, Home Cafe, and 
the LeRoy building. 


1921 


On February 21, 1921, the Albert D. Hix store building was 
badly damaged by fire. The mereantile stock was also badly dam- 
aged. 


1922 


On March 15, 1922, at about 5 a. m., the citizens of Zearing were 
awakened by the fire bell. Before many of them reached the scene 
the building on the northeast corner of the intersection of Main 
Street and Pine Street was completely ablaze. 

The building was owned by Charles EK. Brookman. Charles used 
the building for storage and windmill work. His father, William 
D. Brockman, had a wood working shop in it. 

Ingvald 8. Madison kept his Ford ear in the building. The ear 
was badly damaged. Charles EK. Brookman and Jesse L. Armstrong 
lost their ears in the fire. Paul D. Ratliff had his household goods 
stored in the building. He lost everything. 


On January 30, 1955, a fire destroyed the Pollock Block. The 
fire was discovered at 3:00 a. m. The Pollock Block was loeated on 
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the south side of Main Street, midway between Pearl Street and 
Center Street. The Pollock Block was built in 1902 by Robert R. 
Pollock, Zearing merchant. 

Chris G. Muschick owned the building at the time of the fire. 
It housed the Towle Plumbing & Heating Company. 

Other buildings in the vicinity were saved by the hard working 
fire departments of Zearing, Colo, Nevada, MeCallsburg, Hubbard, 
and Roland. 


LINCOLN TOWNSHIP FIRE 


On April 8, 1955, a fire destroyed the barn on the W. Everett 
Wickham farm northeast of Zearing. The building literally burst 
into flames. There was no chance to save it after the fire depart- 
ment arrived. 


TRANSPORTATION AND ROADS 


The Crucible, dated January 16, 1886, carried an item which 
stated that there had been a jam of teams on Main Street on the 
preceding Wednesday. One could not drive in any direction, ac- 
cording to The Crucible. 

The Story City Branch railroad sponsored an excursion to Clear 
Lake, Iowa, in 1901. 

Walter D. Hix was the first man in Zearing to own an auto- 
mobile. This information was furnished by Florence Hix Lightfoot. 
Walter bought a Cadillae in 1903. 

Council meeting, July 6, 1908—Moved by William C. Young 
that fifty hitching posts be purchased by the town and placed on 
Main Street and side streets. Motion carried. 

The first serious accident in Lincoln township involving an auto- 
mobile happened in 1915. A Ford car driven by Robert Gildner 
was wrecked. Ralph Norton riding with Gildner was seriously in- 
jured. We found no record of an earlier serious accident. 


M. & St. L. TimetTasLte—1918 


342 Kast bound, Marshalltown mail, daily except Sunday, Zear- 
ing 2:40 p. m. 

340 East bound, Stock express, Pouch mail, daily, Zearing 7:19 
es 

341 West bound, Story City mail, daily except Sunday, Zearing 
1 s10'a.m. 

343 West bound, Mixed freight, Pouch mail, daily, Zearing 6:48 
p.m. 


Council meeting, June 9, 1919—Council set speed limit for ve- 
hicles in Zearing at 15 miles per hour. 

Council meeting, May 3, 1920—Motion by Merle H. Laycock, 
seconded by Julius Ray Tisdale, that the hitching posts be taken 
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from Main Street and Center Street and placed elsewhere. Motion 
carried. 


MAIN STREET ExTENSION 


For « number of years the Jefferson Highway had been routed 
through Zearing on Center Street. Zearing had provided a free 
camping ground for travelers at the north end of Center Street 
bordering the county road. 

Highway 65, which took the place of the Jefferson Highway, 
was routed west of Zearing. That left Zearing’s Main Street with- 
out a direct outlet to the highway. 

Agitation for an extension of Main Street due west to the high- 
way started in the 1930’s. However, it was 1951 before the State 
of Iowa started to build the extension. Work on the extension 
started early in June. Wet weather interrupted the work many 
times. The new route was officially opened for traffic the first week 
in August, 1951. 

Some of the leading advocates of the project were William C. 
Young, William H. Brown, Kenneth L. Cerka, Dwight Elmo John- 
son, Everett L. Johnson, Kermit L. Helland, and Mayor John Coe. 


TRANSPORTATION—1956 


Mail hauled to Zearing by star route carrier, Merval E. Morain, 
Ames, Lowa. 

Express office at MeCallsburg, Iowa. 

Grain hauled into Zearinge by trucks and in wagons drawn by 
tractors. 

Nearly all of the families in our community own one or more 
automobiles. 

Freight hauled by truck companies and by M. & St. L. railroad, 
Roland Branch. 

Livestock hauled in and out of our community by trucks. 

Passenger busses stop at Cerka Motor Sales on Highway 65. 

Gasoline transported into Zearine by tank trucks. 


RECREATION AREAS 


THE Norton RACE TRACK 


Isaac B. Norton was enthusiastic about race horses. He built 
a race track on his land. According to Leyrl Norton Edens, the 
track was constructed in the 1880’s. She states that the track was 
used before 1888. A news item in a Nevada newspaper during the 
1880’s icld about horse races at Zearing. 

Effie Guthrie Craft said that she worked at the Norton home 
in 1896. She stated that Isaac was working on the track at that 
time. It is probable that he was improving it so that it could be 
used as the center for Zearing celebrations. 
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The race track was not closed suddenly. Local interest in horse 
racing gradually lessened. The track was finally abandoned. I was 
born in 1907. I was old enough to remember one of the last cele- 
brations at the track. A motoreyele race was a special event at 
that celebration. I remember the racers going west on the north 
side of the track. Several of them could not turn at the northwest 
corner and crashed through the barrier. No one was seriously in- 
jured. However, it was a spectacular accident. 

To locate the site of the Norton race track in 1956, go to the 
intersection of Main Street and Center Street. Proceed south on 
Center Street to the third intersection. Then turn west and travel 
to the end of the street. The race track was located on the Norton 
land bordering Zearing at that point. 

We know that the race track was abandoned prior to 1919. 


THE ZEARING PARK 


The first Zearing park commissioners were elected at a special 
municipal election held on October 24, 1911. Roy J. Pulley said 
that when he moved to Zearing in 1913, the trees had been moved 
into the new park. Although we can not prove it, we think that the 
evidence points to 1912 as the year the Zearing Park was estab- 
lished. | 
The land for the Zearing Park was donated by David M. 
Gogerty for park purposes only. The park is located on east Main 
Street in Zearing. 

Joseph Johnson was the leading park booster in our community. 
He had a lot to do with the establishment of the Zearing Park. 


In this picture you are looking west on the south side of the Norton 
Race Track. The tower on the right in the picture was used by the offi- 
cials during the races. Picture was furnished for this history by Harry 
Lelevre. 
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Joseph made a blue print of the proposed park which is in exist- 
enee in 1955. If the blue print had been followed in every detail 
we think that the park would be a model park today. 

The trees used in the Zearing Park were moved in from Illinois 
Grove and from locations in Lincoln township. They were larger 
than nursery trees. That resulted in a useable park in record time. 


In 1946, a cement tennis court was built at the park. The cost 
of the court was $600. Most of the labor was donated. Dr. Charles 
L. Hall was in charge of the project. 

The park has a shelter house. It also contains some excellent 
horseshoe courts. 


Picric Pornt LAKE 


Pienic Point Lake is located on the site of the former Dakins 
private lake. Dakins Lake was a popular swimming place in the 
early 1920’s. At that time the Zearing baseball diamond was located 
west of the lake. Dakins Lake was abandoned because of the diffi- 
culties in keeping the dam in repair. 

When the National Soil Conservation Field Day was planned 
in 1950, a number of local residents suggested that a new dam be 
constructed. The cost of such a project was in excess of $3,000. 
The money was raised by voluntary contributions from persons in- 
terested in the project. 

An excellent dam was constructed during the field day on 
September 19, 1950. Later a contest was held to select a name for 
the new lake. Rev. Richard S. Anthens submitted the name, Picnic 
Point Lake, and won the contest. 

The lake is a popular fishing spot at the present time. It is 
maintained by the Zearing Wild Life Club. Memberships in the 
club are sold annually to provide funds for maintaining the lake. 


LOCAL CEMETERIES 


PIONEER BURIAL GROUNDS 


Many members of pioneer families in Iowa were either buried 
near the family home or taken to distant cemeteries. New communi- 
ties had to establish cemeteries. A community did not establish a 
community cemetery until there was a public demand for one. 
~ Our community was not any different. Our deceased pioneers 
were buried near the family homes or taken to distant cemeteries. 
There are stories which can not be proved of unmarked and for- 
eotten graves in our community in 1956. In most cases the evidence 
seems to indicate the stories were true concerning the burials. How- 
ever, most of the bodies were moved to an established cemetery later. 

One of the pioneer burial grounds can be located in 1956 by 
going to the corner east of the Zearing Cemetery. Proceed north on 
the east side of Section 16 for almost one-half mile. In the field 


Our Home Town vin. 


on the west side of the road is a small hill. The hill is a short dis- 
tance from the road. 


The hill was a pioneer burial ground. It was located on the 
Soloman W. Dakins farm. It is possible that one body remains 
buried there in 1956. Manly EK. Dakins states that he understood 
from family sources that four persons were buried on the hill. It 
is a known fact that only three bodies were moved to the Zearing 
Cemetery after it was established. If a fourth body was. buried on 
the hill it is probable that the person’s identity will never be known: 


The three kncwn burials were: 


Rebecca Guthrie—died, August, 1876 
Kate Cahill Dakins—died, May 11, 1881 
John Belden—died, June 20, 1881 


Another pioneer burial ground ean be located in 1956 by going 
to the Lincoln township line at the northwest corner of Section 3, 
Sherman township. Travel approximately one-half mile south on 
the west side of Section 3, Sherman township. The burials were 
made in the field on the east side of the road, near the road. There 
is no evidence of a burial ground there in 1956. It is the opinion of 
pioneer residents that the bodies were never removed. 

Anna Barnard Harrison told us that the location described 
above was in the yard of a farm where a family by the name of 
Ingalls lived. The spelling of the name has been taken from a letter 
written by George Barnard in which he listed the pioneer residents 
of Sherman township. The Ingalls family buried one or more of 
their children there. 

Anna described the pioneer Ingalls farm as a place having a 
fine grove of trees. Picnics and tent meetings were held in the 
grove. The trees and buildings have been gone for many years. The 
only building in the vicinity in 1956 is a corn crib owned by Belle 
Shaw Horst. The crib is located south of the burial ground. 

Little Frankie James Sparrow was buried in the yard of his 
father’s farm in Section 2, Sherman township. 

There is a story of graves on the Harry Wolford farm in Sec- 
tion 13, Lineeln township. We have been unable to prove the story. 


THE ZEARING CEMETERY 


After the founding of Zearing in 1881, the need for a com- 
munity cemetery gradually became acute. Several years after the 
founding, Soloman W. Dakins donated the land.for a community 
cemetery. In 1956, the cemetery borders. the town: of Zearing on 
the north. It is located at the north end of: Pearl Street. 


The first records of the Zearing Cemetery are as difficult to 
interpret as the bulk of pioneer records are. Albert F. Rahfeldt 
said that he was certain that Henry Orthmann was the first person 
buried in the Zearing Cemetery. For the sum of $25, Albert F. 
Rahfeldt and Fred Cerka moved Henry’s body from the Illinois 
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Grove Cemetery. It is probable that most of the early burials in 
the Zearing Cemetery were the bodies moved from other burial 
places. 

The earliest recorded lots we have been able to find in the ree- 
ords were two sold on April 7, 1884. One of the lots was sold to 
Adam kk. Guthrie. The other one was sold to William A. Bowman. 

The iegal records of the two lots listed above were written in 
long hand. Three signatures appeared on the records of each lot. 
The signatures were: 

John Adams—Chairman, Board of Trustees 
J. H. V. Willits—Township Clerk 
James M. Price—Justice of the Peace 

For many years the Zearing Cemetery Society hired the care- 
taker and had charge of operating the cemetery. In recent years 
the township trustees have been in complete charge. 

According to a local official, additions to the original cemetery 
were made in 1894, 1914, 1927, and 1942. The Zearine Cemetery 
is a beautiful place in 1956. Hugh R. Good, the custodian, does an 
excellent job. The Zearing Cemetery Society assists in every way 


ZEARING MAUSOLEUM 


A mausoleum of the size of the one in the Zearing Cemetery is usually 
found in a city. Photographed by Loren E, Norman in 1954, 
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possible. The O.E.S. maintains a large flower bed in the cemetery. 
The township trustees are always alert to the cemetery needs. 


THE ZEARING MAUSOLEUM 


The Zearing Mausoleum was built in 1912. The money was 
raised by the advance sale of vaults. Many families bought vaults 
for future use. Many prominent residents of our community were 
buried in the Zearing Mausoleum. 

The Zearing Mausoleum was dedicated in June, 1912. Rev. 
Charles H. Stauffacher gave the dedication speech. 


GENERAL ITEMS 


R. B. (Bert) Craft states that a prize fight was held on the 
Craft farm in the 1880’s. Bert does not remember the exact date. 

Two prominent fighters were prohibited from fighting in Mar- 
shall county. The Craft farm bordered the railroad and was on 
the Story county side of the county line. The fighters and a large 
number of fans came from Marshalltown via the railroad. Permis- 
sion was obtained from John E. Craft, the father of Bert, to stage 
the fight in a field on the Craft farm. 

A ring was constructed. Fans from Zearing arrived boosting 
the crowd to several hundred people. The fighters fought for 
twenty-three rounds. The fight ended in a knock out. 

The Ringling Brothers circus played in Zearing in the 1880's. 
The brothers stayed at the hotel owned by Asa M. Williams. One 
of the brothers asked Jennie Williams for a date. This information 
was furnished by Luey Williams Armstrong and Leona Armstrong 
Perry. ; 

Nellie King Grimes said that she remembered the circus. She 
was sick at the time and had to stay home with the hired girl. Her 
folks went to the circus. 

In the fall of 1899, the Story City Branch train was loaded 
with passengers homeward bound from Buffalo Bill’s circus at 
Marshalltown, Iowa. When the train arrived at St. Anthony a 
fight started between Zearing and St. Anthony men and some 
men from McCallsburg. In the fracas one of the MeCallsburg men 
was hit on the head with a shovel. The matter seemed very serious 
at the time. However, it developed that the man was only shghtly 
injured. 

Several of the Zearing witnesses did not know the injury was 
not serious. They hid in the Dakins corn field. Manly E. Dakins, 
a boy at that time, carried meals to them. 

The matter was not overlooked. The plaintiff from McCallsburg 
retained U. S. Alderman of Nevada, Iowa, to cooperate with Stone, 
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Marshall county attorney, in prosecuting the ease. The defense was 
handled by H. M. Funson. 

The trial was held before Edgar D. Reed, justice of the peace, 
Liberty township, Marshall county, Iowa. There were seventeen 
witnesses for the defense and the same number for the prosecution. 
Justice Reed finally decided on a verdict of not guilty. 

The following story was taken from the November 15, 1906, 
issue of The Zearing Weekly News. George D. Brown was the 
publisher. 

‘*On November 13, 1906, a corn husking contest between John 
Rk. Golly and Ernest L. Perry was held on the R. B. (Bert) Craft 
farm southeast of Zearing. A more ideal day could not have been 
chosen for the contest. The rows were eighty rods long. Several 
times the boys husked two rows in twenty-eight minutes. 

‘‘During the forenoon there was not much excitement in the 
community. However, in the afternoon the phones were kept busy 
in all directions. The telephone office had more inquiries than they 
could handle. 

‘‘At the end of 8 hours and 45 minutes, John R. Golly had 165 
bushels and 35 pounds. Ernest L. Perry had 169 bushels and 60 


NG" Bi 


ZEARING BAND — 1914 

Back row, left to right: E. John Tisdale, Tom Dool, James Johnson, 
Marshall Shearer, Roy J. Pulley, Homer Buffington. 

Seated, left to right: Jesse L, Abbey, F. O. Christoffers, Julius Ray 
Tisdale, Joseph Buffington, Floyd Davis. We do not have the name of the 
Negro. He worked for Nathaniel R. Clift. 

Bass Drum: Charles Buffington. Snare Drum: William Siglin. 

The picture was furnished for this history by Donald H. Grimm. 
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pounds. Winner by 4 bushels and 25 pounds was Ernest L. Perry. 
‘The corn in the contest field yielded 4744 bushels per acre 
and 75 pounds to the bushel.’’ 
* * * * * 
We can not give the year of the following item. It happened 
in the teens. It was in the fall of either 1914, 715, or 716. 


A young man in Zearing left his home without notifying the 
family. They were greatly worried. A neighborhood search failed 
to reveal his whereabouts. Two bloodhounds were brought to Zear- 
ing. 

I was a smali boy at the time. I was at Chandler’s barber shop 
on the north side of Main Street for a hair cut. All of us ran out 
of the shop to watch the hounds go by. They traveled east on the 
north side of Main Street. 


The hounds went to the water tank on the railroad right of way 
east of Zearing. The hounds eventually lost the trail so the tank 
was drained. A short time later the young man returned to his 
home. 

A newspaper item published in 1918 stated that Sidney Cam- 
eron, William Moon, and Frank Moon had turned in their sweaters. 
The boys had been knitting for the soldiers. The Red Cross ladies 
said that the boys did a good job. 


* * * * * 


The information for this item comes from a confession made 
by Kenneth L. Cerka. We have always rated the Halloween prank 
performed by Kenneth and his associates as the outstanding Hal- 
loween prank in the history of Zearing. 

We do not have the year. It happened in the early 1920’s. C. O. 
Daubenbure, the depot agent, was a well known prankster. It 
seems that he hed been telling the boys about the pranks of his 
boyhood. As a result he set himself up as a target for the local 
Halloween celebration. 

The local railroad carried many passengers in those days. So 
the waiting room at the depot had to be kept in good condition. 

On Halloween night, Kenneth L. Cerka, Clifford Van Orsdel, 
and Homer MecVitty captured Roy J. Pulley’s billy goat. They put 
him in the depot waiting room. The next morning C. O. did not 
need to enter the depot to find the goat. Billy was standing on a 
waiting room bench looking out of the window when C. O. arrived. 

The rage displayed by the red headed depot agent was out of 
this world. One should remember that this happened before the 
invention of the odor removers of today. Kenneth admits that he 
was seared by C. O. Daubenberg’s rage. ‘‘Who done it’? remained 
a secret. 

* * * * * 

A balloon ascension was the feature of one of Zearing’s cele- 

brations. The take off point was located.a short distance from the 
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Christian Church. The man who rode the balloon cut himself loose 
and descended Ly parachute without mishap on the first day of 
the celebration. 

On the second day he could not cut himself free and had to ride 
the balloon to its destination. The balloon came down a short dis- 
tance south of Zearing. The rider was battered and bruised but 
was not seriously injured. 

PS % K Bo *K 


The Cairns Brothers tent show played in Zearing on June 3, 
1921. The title of the play they presented was, ‘‘The Price He 
Paid.”’ 

In fact, Zearing was host to the Cairns Brothers show for sev- 
eral years. There were seven brothers. The show had its own base- 
ball team. Their team would play the Zearing team in the after- 
noon before the show. 

The first airplane came to Zearing soon after the close of World 
War I. The pilot spent a busy Sunday hauling passengers. It cost 
$15 for fifteen minutes of riding. The passenger had to sign respons- 
ibility papers before he could ride. 


For Trade—August 16, 1923: My little six Oakland, all in good 
running order with battery and starter. Will trade for a Ford with 
demountable rims, battery, and starter—CHaArLES L. BELDEN. 


* * * * * 


In 1927, Robert H. Wickham, a pioneer resident of our com- 
munity, was found dead in the grove at his home northeast of Zear- 
ing. He was a bachelor and lived alone. Cause of death was never 
determined. He was buried the same day. 


According to The Tri County News of July 26, 1934, Mrs. Far- 
low Rubottom of Zearing, and John Dillinger, the famous bandit, 
attended the same school classes from the third to the sixth grades. 

K * % * % 


In September, 1959, Catherine E. Norman won the popularity 
contest sponsored by a Nevada, Iowa, skating rink. The contest was 
for the girls of Story county. Catherine polled more than 800 votes. 

*% i * % % 


An estimated 40,000 people attended the National Soil Conser- 
vation Field Day sponsored by The Des Moines Register & Tribune. 
The event was held on September 19, 1950, on the Samuel W. 
Dakins farm, north of Zearing. The weather was ideal. 

Governor William S. Beardsley and many other prominent of- 
ficials were present. Herma Twedt of Roland, Iowa, was crowned 
the queen. Many thousands of dollars of farm and home equipment 
was on display or the grounds. The entire farm was given modern 
soil conservation treatment. A dam was built. ; 
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Five hundred people attended the banquet held on the eve of 
the field day. It was held in a tent on the school grounds. Paul Bantz 
of Wellsbureg, Iowa, was the banquet chef. 

Officers, Legionnaires, and the Pine Lake Saddle Club were hard 
pressed in regulating the traffic. John A. Lund Jr. was the traffic 
chairman. 

William H. Brown and Kenneth L. Cerka were the local chair- 
men in charge of the event. 


* * * * 


Stephen Meimann was severely burned in a bonfire on June 14, 
1955, at the Meimann home south of Zearing. His sister, Linda Sue, 
twelve years old, probably saved the life of her little brother. She 
applied what she had learned from watching television in rescuing 
him. 

In July, 1955, Merle J. Curley, fire chief, presented a bravery 
plaque to Linda Sue in behalf of the Zearing Fire Department. The 
residents of our community agreed with the fire department that 
Linda Sue deserved the award for bravery. 

* a * a 


A planned bank robbery in Zearing in October, 1955, was avert- 
ed. William E. Brown noticed a ear in the Zearing Park with suspic- 
ious license numbers. He reported the car to Marshal Albert A. 
Krueger. Albert immediately started an investigation. It was dis- 
covered the car had been stolen. 

Marshal Krueger, Owen C. Cerka, William KE. Brown, Robert 
L.. Good, and Richard B. Lang chased the car to MeCallsburg, Iowa. 
It was found that John Stark of the sheriff’s office had captured 
the man shortly before the arrival of the Zearing posse. The pri- 
soner was from Wisconsin. He said that he had planned to rob 
the Tri County State Bank of Zearing. 


The large majority of homes in our community have television 
in 1956. It has been a long time since Post 116, The American 
Legion, purchased the first radio sold in Zearing. Many of us re- 
member the broadeast of the Coolidge-Davis election returns in 
1924, Adrian R. Rankin mounted a loud speaker outside his radio 
shop on Main Street in Zearing. Listeners were greatly impressed 
in spite of the static. 

* %* % * * 


Otis K. Patton, born in Zearing, is a prominent law professor 
at the State University of Iowa. 
Two residents of Zearing attained high public office. They were: 


Charles A. Burkhart, Secretary of State, South Dakota 
Ernest Bean, State Geologist, Wisconsin 
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J. Fred Reed, of our community, served in the Iowa legislature. 
Later he was prominent in public affairs in Minnesota. 


* * * * * 


Raburn Miller, a former Zearing resident, is head football coach 
at Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa. William (Jiggs) Kniel, 
formerly of Zearing, is a prominent Iowa high school coach. Marion 
©. Chance was a member of the State University of lowa baseball 
team during his college days. Bond Lane was a member of the 
State University of Iowa wrestling team in the 1920’s. 


* *% * * * 


Our community claims the following Story county officials 
who are cither residents or former residents. All are serving in 1956. 


My 


Lake E. Davisson, County Clerk 7 / 
Russell L. Golly, County Treasurer 

Thomas G. Lundy, County Supervisor 

Rolland Philpot, County Assessor 


John A. (Arehie) Lund, Soil Commissioner 


COMMUNITY CHURCHES 


BETHEL EVANGELICAL Unrtrep BRETHREN CHURCH 


In 1877, Rev. Obed Long and Rey. J. M. Johnston were ap- 
pointed to serve the Colo and Iowa Center, Iowa, circuits. Accord- 
ing to the records of Rev. B. H. Nieble, it was decided that a 
meeting should be held in the Wickham school house in our com- 
munity. The meeting was a success. Because of the success of the 
first meeting, Rev. Obed Long continued to hold meetings at the 
Wickham school house. 

In the spring of 1880, Rev. A. T. Wilkins took charge of the 
Colo circuit. In September of 1880, a church was organized at the 
Wickham school. (See postseript). It was a union church serving 
pioneers of all creeds. 

There were fifty-two charter members of the new church. Where- 
ever possible I have listed the charter members first names, also 
the maiden and married names. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


John Adams John Latham 

Florence Adams Nan Mead 3 ap 
Henry Bunker George W. Phillips dg OT OS 
Eliza Wickham Bunker Anna Price | 

Amelia Bunker Holeomb Mary Young Schuler 

Alice Burgess. Alonso Stebbins * ; ee be 
Squire Bull Jane|Greer| Stebbins ogy = Dak fae 
Sarah Beard Bull ! Lorenzo Stebbins apples al Located 
Nathaniel R. Clift Henry Stebbins g 
Fidelhia Edgett Clift ' Albert Stebbins “374, g/dmek Meee 
Thomas Cloud Mary Stebbins “<* F: ies 

Mrs. Thomas Cloud /Eugene Stebbins’ 

A. P. Curnes Sarah Greer Stebbins 

Soloman W. Dakins‘ Naney Torrence 

Kate Cahill Dakins Albert West * 

Gilbert Edgett Harriet Wickham Abbott 

Dillie Edgett Henrietta Wickham Jessup 

William Gilmore - Minerva B. Wickham | 

James Gilmore | Charles Williams 

William Hazlett ' Susan Williams 

Jennie Hazlett. Otis Williams 

Agnes Hazlett Augusta Maronda Young ' 

Homer Holcomb | Thomas Thatcher 

Ellen Foster Holcomb: Klizabeth Simons Thatcher » 

Henry Holcomb, Charles N. Thatcher ” 


William Holeomb: Ana MeDowell Thatcher * 
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When Zearing was founded in 1881, it was decided that a 
ehureh should be built in the new town. Charles Hurst donated 
the land for the chureh site. 


The chureh was enclosed and plastered in November, 1883. 
Judge William M. Zearing donated the church bell in November, 
1883. The new church was dedicated on Sunday, January 6, 1884. 
Rev. D. P. Ellenberger and Rev. D. H. Kooker were in charge of 
the dedication. A sum of $560 was raised to clear the society of 
all debt. 

Rev. J. M. Johnston succeeded Rey. Wilkins as the pastor in 
1882. Because the church was not completed until 1883, Rev. John- 
ston held meetings in the furniture store owned by William A. 
Bowman. Rey. Johnston served for one year. He was succeeded by 
Rev. D. P. Ellenberger. 


Rev. Noah B. Nieble was appointed the pastor of the new ehurch 
in the spring of 1885. He served the church alternating with B. H. 
Nieble of the Story City mission. Rev. Noah B. Nieble was the first 
pastor of the church to live in Zearing. 


Rev. W. J. Hahn was appointed pastor in the spring of 1886. 
On February 23, 1887, articles of incorporation were drawn for the 
Bethel Church of the Evangelical Association of North America. 
The incorporation meant that the union chureh idea had _ been 
abandoned. Nathaniel R. Clift, James Burns Couser, and Charles 
N. Thatcher were the first trustees under the incorporation. 


Rev. B. H. Nieble succeeded Hahn in the spring of 1888. He 
served until the spring of 1890. Rev. C. W. Anthony served 1890- 
1891. Rev. S. A. Walton was the pastor, 1891-94. In the spring of 
1894, Rev. S. Skogsberg came to Zearing. He served until the spring 
of 1898. 

In March of 1896, Zearing was detached from the Colo cireuit. 
On February 17, 1897, articles of incorporation for the Bethel 
United Evangelical Church of Zearing were drawn. The new 
articles were signed by James Burns Couser, Charles N. Thatcher, 
J. S. Bartley, and William F. Young. 

Rev. H. C. Arch served 1898-99. Rev. Charles S. Lang served 
from the spring of 1899 until the spring of 1901. During the ser- 
vice of Rev. Lang, in 1899, a church parsonage was constructed. 


Rev. William M. Force served 1901-04. In February of 1902, 
the construction of a new church building was under way. The 
new building caught fire and burned to the ground. 


The chureh bell, donated by Judge William M. Zearing, was 
ruimed in the fire. Lulu Wickham Cerka said that many members 
felt badly about the loss of the bell. Because of the bell’s connec- 
tion with the naming of Zearing, Iowa, it had great sentimental 
value. It is possible that the bell was kept by some church member 
as a souvenir. However, the evidence points in another direction. 
The evidence indicates that it was so completely ruined it was 
discarded immediately. 
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The church was immediately rebuilt. The new building was 
dedicated on November 7, 1902. 


DEDICATION PROGRAM 


STL OPE EE ee eee ee Bishop Dubs 

Chorister—C. H. Beach Organist—Myrtle Galbreath 

Sopranos—Orla Wright, Bertha Clift, Maude Albright, Ina Hig- 
gason, Alice Helson, Vida Johnson, Orpha Higgason, Ruby 
Helson, Daisy Fleming Couser 

Altos—Mabel Clift, Cora Albright, Lulu Wickham, Dottie Roberts, 
Goldie Johnson 

Tenors—Edgar Wright, Arthur P. Couser, James A. Roberts, 
Elmer Myer, Ed Billings 

Bass—Frank Smith, Roscoe Wright, Guy E. Chft, Alphonso Myer 

Ushers—Ray Clift, Ed Force, Glen Price, A. James Tisdale, Fred 
Rogers 


Rev. J. George Walz served as the pastor from 1904 to 1908. 
He was followed by Rev. G. W. Mullen, 1908-10. 

Rev. Charles H. Stauffacher came to Zearing in 1910. He served 
until 1913. In 1955, Bishop Charles H. Stauffacher is regarded. as 
one of the truly great men in the history of the conference. 

Rev. D. C. Busenberger served from the spring of 1913 to the 
spring of 1915. Rev. J. M. Bamford served from the spring of 
1915 to the spring of 1917. During the pastorate of Rev. Bamford, 
the church was raised and a basement constructed. 

The pastor from 1917 to 1922 was Rev. E. R. McClelland. He 
was followed by Rev. F. R. Blakely, 1922-25. Rev. Reuben H. 
Aurand served for two years, 1925-27. Rev. Irving L. Baumgart- 
ner came to Zearing in 1927. He served until 1931. The church 
celebrated its Golden Anniversary on September 12, 1930. Rev. 
C. A. Claypool was the minister from 1931-35. Rev. Roy E. Kerney 
served for nine years, 1935-44. 

The 60th Anniversary was celebrated, September 4 to Septem- 
ber 8, 1940. The celebration was during the service of Rev. Roy E. 
Kerney. Rev. Charles L. Fuller came to Zearing in the spring of 
1944. The church became the Bethel Evangelical United Brethren 
Church of Zearing, Iowa, in 1946. There are no articles of incor- 
poration in effect in 1955. The matter has apparently been over- 
looked. 

Rey. Charles L. Fuller served until the spring of 1948. Rev. 
Robert A. Dennert served from 1948 to July 15, 1952. Rev. Den- 
nert moved to Houston, Texas. Rev. Darald D. Eller was the 
minister at Colo, Iowa, in 1952. He served the Colo church and 
the Zearing church until the spring of 1953. Rev. Eller moved to 
Zearing in 1953. Rev. Eller is the pastor in 1956. 


(Postscript)—In the interest of accurate history, I think the 
following mystery should be discussed. The church anniversaries 
have been celebrated based on the date of September, 1880. I think 
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it should be mentioned that the charter membership list does not 
seem to agree with the 1880 date. It is possible that active chureh 
workers dating from the first meeting were ineluded on the list of 
charter members. It is also possible that the 1880 date is not correct. 

Sarah Greer Stebbins is on the charter membership list. She 
died on February 26, 1879. That was a long time before the 1880 
date. Charles Williams and several members of his family were 
included as charter members. The evidence indicates that Charles 
Williams moved his family to Marshalltown, Iowa, prior to the 
1880 date. 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


According to Lena Richardson Warner a great revival led to 
the founding of the Christian Chureh. Forty people were baptized 
in the local creek in midwinter. Steps were cut in the ice so that 
they could enter the water. No one hesitated. They stood by their 
convictions. 

A newspaper story published in 1887 stated that the revival 
was held in February of that year. Rev. W. J. Hahn and Rev. 
J. W. Sibbett were in charge. Nine persons were baptized the first 
day. The remaining persons were baptized the second day. 

Immediately after the revival, Rev. J. W. Sibbett, who was 
preaching at Hubbard, Iowa, organized the Christian Chureh of 
Zearing. The echureh was founded in 1887 but the first services 
were held in the Evangelical Church and at the school house. It 
wasn’t until June of 1888 that the two lots were purchased on west 
Main Street and a building erected. Rev. Sibbett announced in 
February of 1888 that sufficient pledges had been seeured to build 
the church. 

Many of the church records are missing. However, we know 
that there were sixty-three charter members. We do not have the 
names of all of the charter members. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Anna M. Albaugh Burkhart Angeline Mills Stebbins 
Sarah Burton Richardson J. Wesley Deal 

3ell Williams Armstrong Elizabeth Fenton Deal 
Luey Williams Armstrong Cyrus P. Bean 

Susie Williams Coffelt Marion Brown Bean 
Jennie Williams Price Charles L. Belden 

Sadie Williams Burkhart Addie Norton Belden - 
Laura Williams Keenen John Henry Guthrie 

Asa M. Williams Minerva Williams Guthrie 
Mary Ellen Cornell Williams Nathan A. Perry 

Lillian Golly Beatty Mary A. Vandevanter Perry 
Sarah Pope Chanee Myron C. Ufford 

Mary Delaney Baker Ella Chance Ufford 
Minnie Delaney Esau A. Allen 

K. A. Torrence Elzira MeDowell Allen 


Julius Stebbins 
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We have a complete list of the ministers who served the Christ- 
ian Church. No substitute ministers have been included. No attempt 
has been made to list the total time each served. Newspaper records 
and other records have been used to prove the ministers were serv- 
ing the church during the year or years designated. Luey Williams 
Armstrong’s church diary was used frequently as evidence. 

J. W. Sibbett—1887-88—Founder. 

Ht. R. Bunce—1888—Newspaper item stated that Rev. Bunce 
of Zearing preached a funeral sermon at McCallsburg in Septem- 
ber, 1888. 

J. W. Vanderwalker—18S0—Story county history listed 
Vanderwalker as the 18°0 pastor of the Christian Church. 

M. C. Wilson-——1894—Newspaper item in 1907 stated that Wil- 
son served the Christian Church in 1894. 

C. A. Gray—1895—Gray is listed on the graduation program 
of our high school’s first commencement. 

S. S. Murphy—1898—Newspaper announcement of church ser- 
vices. 

Wessel Stephenson—1899—Stephenson is listed on the com- 
mencement program for the high school class of 1899. 

Charles Hougham—1903-04—Armstrone’s church diary. 

James McIntire—1905—Picture in supplement of The Zearing 
Enterprise published on June 30, 1905. 

Leshe Wolfe—1906—Newspaper listed Wolfe as the pastor in 
1906. 

B. W. Salmon—1907—Newspaper item stated that Salmon 
moved his family from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on November 29, 1907. 

J. Ainsworth—1909—Armstrong’s church diary stated that 
Ainsworth arrived in Zearing on April 6, 1909. 

Homer Lewis—1910—Armstrong’s chureh diary stated that 
Lewis arrived in March, 1910. It also stated that Lewis preached 
his farewell sermon on Mareh 31, 1912. 

James Teeters—1912—Armstrong’s church diary gave July 28, 
1912, as the date Teeters arrived in Zearing. Teeters gave his fare- 
well sermon on February 1, 1914. 

James W. McLaughlin—1914—According to Armstrong’s 
ehureh diary, McLaughlin arrived in Zearing on August 9, 1914. 

H. G. Bond—1917—Armstrong’s church diary gave November 
11, 1917, as the date of Bond’s arrival in Zearing. Newspaper item 
stated that Bond resigned on February 22, 1918. 

W. H. Parsons—1918—According to Armstrong’s church diary, 
Parsons arrived in Zearing on July 2, 1918. Parsons preached his 
farewell sermon on March 14, 1919. 

L. R. Phillips—1919—Armstrong’s church diary gave April 13, 
1919, as the date Phillips arrived in Zearing. Phillips resigned on 
January 1, 1920. 

M. D. Bryant—1920—According to Armstrong’s church diary, 
Bryant arrived in Zearing on January 11, 1920. Phillips resigned 
on December 6, 1920. 
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J. W. Beck—1921—Newspaper item listed Beck as the pastor 
in 1921. 

H. E. Trimble—1922—Aceording to Armstrong’s chureh diary, 
Trimble arrived in Zearing on January 13, 1922. Newspaper item 
stated that Trimble resigned on April 24, 1927. 

©. A. Burkhart—1927—Newspaper item stated that Burkhart 
was the pastor in 1927. Another newspaper item listed him as the 
pastor in 1929. 

Charles H. Showalter—1930—Newspaper item listed Showalter 
as the pastor in £930. 

N. M. Underwood—1933—An announcement of church services 
in 1933 listed Underwood as the pastor. 

Kenneth Tuttle—1934—Newspaper item stated that Tuttle 
preached his first sermon on June 3, 1934. Tuttle resigned in 1935. 

Clarence Weitemeier—1936—An announcement of church ser- 
vices in 1936 listed Weitemeier as the pastor. 

George Biersborn—1936—Newspaper item stated that Biersborn 
was the minister in December, 1936. 

The following list of ministers and dates was furnished by 
Russell L. Golly and DeLos H. Dakins. 

George Manning—1937-41 

Mark Seott—1942 

Richard 8. Anthens—1943-44 

Noel Francisco—1945-46 

Carlyle Smith—1947-50 

Richard 8. Anthens—1951-52 

LeRoy Cronkhite—1953-54 

John L. Bartlett—September, 1954, to date. (1956). 


The Christian Chureh was remodeled twice. Once when Houg- 
ham was the minister. The second time when Trimble was the min- 
ister. There have been improvements in recent years. 

Leona Armstrong Perry and Mabel Armstrong Johnson helped 
with the history of the Christian Church. 


ILLINOIS GROVE FRIENDS CHURCH 


ILLINOIS GROVE, MARSHALL County, Iowa 


The church at Illinois Grove was founded on May 1, 1894. The 
first services were held at the Illinois Grove school house. Rev. 
Thomas C. Perisho of New Providence, Iowa, was the first pastor. 
The church was built in 1898 according to Claude Reed, Illinois 
Grove pioneer. 

We do not know who followed Rev. Perisho as the pastor. Rev. 
Fred Comfort came in either 1904 or 1905. Rev. Bessie Collins 
followed Rev. Comfort. Rev. William K. Pruitt was serving in 
1912. Rev. Pruitt served until June, 1914. He was followed by 
Rev. Leslie MeCarger. 

In 1917, Rev. MeCarger was succeeded by Rey. Clinton L. 
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ILLINOIS GROVE FRIENDS CHURCH. 


Several days after this picture was taken the church building was 
removed. We understand the lumber will be used in a new chapel at 
Eldora, Iowa, The church was photographed by John A. (Archie) Lund 
in November, 1956. 


Nellis. Rev. Nellis transferred on November 8, 1920. He was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. O. P. Bantz. Rev. Bantz preached his last sermon 
on August 25, 1929. 

Rey. Lawrence Sams, a non resident minister, served the church 
until Rev. T. Dillon arrived. In 1941, Rev. John Baiotto sueceeded 
Rev. Dillon. 

Rev. Baiotto moved to Scranton, Iowa, in August, 1953. Rev. 
Pauline Comly followed Rev. Baiotto as the pastor of the church. 
Rev. Comly was the last pastor of the church. The church was 
closed in August, 1955. 


St. GABRIEL’S CHURCH 


Dr. Catherine Robinson compiled the history of St. Gabriel’s 
Church. 
Prior to 1904, Father Dennis Lundin, pastor of the Sacred 


Heart Church at St. Anthony, Iowa, offered Holy Mass in local 
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homes. The first Mass was offered in the home of William H. 
Gogerty on October 31, 1901. Funerals for Bernard Richard 
Gogerty and Cecile Z. Gogerty were held in the Evangelical Church 
in Zearing. Bernard Richard Gogerty died on March 24, 1907; 
Cecile Z. Gogerty died on April 15, 1907. 


Holy Mass was celebrated in the hall over Clift’s store anid | 
1904 until 1908. Father L. D. Tobin was appointed pastor in 1906. 


The corner stone for St. Gabriel’s Chureh, located on north 
Center Street, Zearing, was laid on June 29, 1908. In the spring 
of 1909, Archbishop J. J. Keane of Dubuque, Iowa, presided at 
the dedication ceremonies. 

The pastors who have served St. Gabriel’s Chureh are: 

1901-06 Dennis Lundin 

1906-20 L. D. Tobin 

1920-35 Fred J. Frein 

1935-39 J. P. Connell 

1939-44 C. E. Drummy 

1944-45 <A. C. Scannell Adm. 

1945-54 Joseph Murphy 

1955-56 Robert V. Swift 

195 6. Conrad R. Schallau 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 


The following organizations of our community are included in 


our history in the order of their founding. The oldest organization 
appears first. 


War veteran and service organizations are included in the 


Military History section of our history. 


es Oe HenINO. 1352 
The history of I. O. O. F. No. 332 was sent from Des Moines, 


Iowa, at the request of C. R. King, Colo, Iowa. 


Klectrie Subordinate Lodge of Odd Fellows, No. 332, was char- 


tered on January 8, 1883. The following were charter members: 


Esau A. Allen J. H. Jay 

Dr. F. 8. Newton George Williams 
Hiram O. Norton Edward G. Richardson 
Asa M. Williams Joseph M. Ingram 


NosLeé GRAND—ELEctrIcC No. 332 


Hiram O. Norton—June 30, 1883 
Ksau A. Allen—December 31, 1883 
Dr. F. 8S. Newton—June 30, 1884 

J. H. Irvine—December 31, 1884 
W. Albert Ufford—June 30, 1885 

C. C. King—December 31, 1885 
Nathaniel R. Clift—June 30, 1886 
Joseph Johnson—December 31, 1886 
Robert A. Dool—June 30, 1887 
Ksau A. Allen—December 31, 1887 
Asa M. Williams—June 30, 1888 
Isaac B. Norton—December 31, 1888 
Willham Sapp—June 30, 1889 
Edward G. Richardson—December 31, 1890 
J. Fred Reed—June 30, 1891 . 
James S. Smith—December 31, 1891 


Electric Lodge No. 332 surrendered its charter on August 10, 


1892. 


Ir Oak No 64. 
The history of I. O. O. F. No. 644 was sent from Des Moines, 


Iowa, at the request of C. R. King, Colo, Iowa. 
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Electrie Lodge No. 644, was chartered on January 25, 1899. 


The following were charter members: 


Asa M. Williams Edward G. Richardson 
Nathaniel R. Clift ~ Hiram O. Norton 
William A. Reese Robert. A. Dool 

Isaae B. Norton William J. LeRoy 

Ed H. Simpson George Allen 

Ira L. Bowman Grant Allen 

Joseph C. Allen Joseph Allen Sr. 
Jacob M. Allen Esau A. Allen 


NosBLE GRAND—ELEctTRIC No. 644 


Esau A. Allen—June 30, 1899 

Ira L. Bowman—December 31, 1899 
Grant Allen—June 30, 1900 

Denison A. Tisdale—December 31, 1900 
Jess J. Ross—June 30, 1901 

John J. Sullivan—December 31, 1901 
Julius P. Tisdale—June 30, 1902 
William FE. Youne—December 31, 1902 
William H. Clemons—June 30, 1903 

L. Cressie Allen—December 31, 1903 
George A. Fox—June 30, 1904 

Grip L. Fiteh—December 31, 1904 
Walter D. Hix—June 30, 1905 

K. John Tisdale—December 31, 1905 
George HK. Mead—June 30, 1906 

Jacob M. Allen—December 31, 1906 
Guy HE. Clift—June 30, 1907 

William B. Kersey—December 31, 1907 
Martin Lonnine—June 30, 1908 

David M. Powell--December 31, 1908 
Ktna F. Moore—June 30, 1909 

Edgar D. Reed—December 31, 1909 
William J. LeRoy—June 30, 1910 
James Crosby—December 31, 1910 
Albert L. Cook—June 30, 1911 

Carson W. Conway—December 31, 1911 
Richard F. Zeigler—June 30, 1912 

Roy Vinsel—December 31, 1912 

Fred A. Haase—June 30, 1913 

Nathan A. Perry—December 31, 1913 
Julius Ray Tisdale—June 30, 1914 

Dr. Charles W. Powell—December 31, 1914 
Clarence Omar Dool—June 30, 1915 

R. B. (Bert) Craft—December 31, 1915 
Claude George Easterday—December 31, 1916 
August Henry Grinm—June 30, 1917 
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Claude Reed—December 31, 1917 

Carl Greenberge—June 30, 1918 

ype Eee Harlow—December 31, 1918 
William B. Gardiner—June 30, 1919 

Fred Taplin—December 31, 1919 

Clyde Bailey—June 30, 1920 

Charles A. Harrington—December d1, 1920 
Joseph Buffington—J une 30, 1921 

Ray A. Tight—June 30, 1922 

Sam IL. Harris—December BL, 1922 
Clarence O. Daubenberg—June 30, 1923 
Abbey D. Roberts—December oe 1923 
Oscar Hansen—June 30, 1924 

Ben A. Cerka—December 31, 1924 

. 30, 1925 

G. BL, 1925 
Howard 0. sie ae ees 30, 1926 
Emery H. Penry—December oc 1926 
Edgar D. Reed—June 30, 1927 

oan Chanee—June 30. 1928 

Clyde Bailey—December Bike 1928 

Ora F. Fish 
Aaron Hefley—December 31, 1929 
Howard O. Wickham—June 30, 1930 
Orphe Z. Burkhead—June 30, 1931. 


No. 644 was consolidated with Colo Lodge No. 651 at Colo, lowa, 
on September me 1931. No. 644 no longer had the necessary funds 
to maintain a | odge hall. 


Pactric Lopcr No. 469, A. F. & A. M. 


Secretary Manly E. Dakins of Pacific Lodge No. 469 gave us 
the history of the Zearing lodge. 

The charter of Backe Lodee No. 469 was dated November 28, 
1884. It provided for monthly lodge meetings on a Friday, on or 
after a full moon. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


H. N. Rogers John Rogers 

EK. C. Wallace Joseph Shearer 

M. M. Dunham ~ Edward G. Richardson 
B. E. Wells D. D. Dunham 

Henry T. Dimmitt George Barnard 

C. M. Rogers George W. Brown 
Edwin Gross John Quiney Burgess 
W. H. Brooks 


It is our opinion that several of the charter members lived out- 
side our community. 
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In the early days of the lodge there were a number of social 
events in addition to the meetings of the lodge. In 1895, for ex- 
ample, a birthday party in honor of Hiram O. Norton was a lodge 
social event. The members celebrated Hiram’s 62nd birthday. 


quests at the party were: 


George Barnard 
William H. Golly 
Edward G. Richardson 
August Henry Grimm 
John M. Golly 

George KE. Airhart 
Thomas EK. Pollock 

R. D. Norton 

George Richardson 


Sherry Montgomery McCall 
Elwood C. Ingledue 

Robert R. Pollock 

William Thatcher 

Mannie Norton 

Charles E. Belden 

John Henry Norton 

H. Alexander Grandy 


WoRSHIPFUL MASTERS 


4 H. N. Rogers 
5 K. C. Wallace 
6-87 H. N. Rogers 
8 George Barnard 
9 James S. Smith 
0 George Barnard 
1 J. Fred Reed 


2-93 Edward G. Richardson 


4-97 William H. Golly 


8 Elwood C. Ingledue 
9-00 John Henry Jondall 
1 John Henry Norton 
2-03 Jesse L. Armstrong 


4 William H. Golly 
5 Dr.. J. tA. Brown 


6 August Henry Grimm 
Jesse L. Armstrong 


8 Dr. J. A. Brown 


9 Charles L. Whitaker 
0 Harry W. Lightfoot 
] James Lincoln Reid 


2-13 William H. Golly 


+ Charles E. Buffington 


5-16 Russell L. Golly 
7-19 William C. Young 


20 Dr. Marion D. LeFevre 


j Merle H. Layeock 


22 J. S. Thompson 


1928-24 Dr. Louis L. Bowie 

1925-26 Thomas G. Lundy 

1927 George W. Phillips 

1928 Fred A. Haase 

1929 Russell L. Golly 

1930 D. G. Mills 

1931 Osgood B. Batchelor 

1932-33 Charles H. Kleespie 

1934-35 Andy Thompson 

1936-38 Fred A. Haase 

19389 Gilbert B. Womeldorff 

1940 Albert W. Crain 

1941 William H. Brown 

1942 Carroll C. Bailey 

1948 Charles Raymond 
Kleespie 

1944 Clifford EK. Gildersleeve 

1945 Manly E. Dakins 

1946 Aaron E. Buffington 

1947 Eldon L. Crain 

1948 Arthur A. Kleespie 

1949 Rolland Philpot 

1950 Thomas Gordon Lundy 

1951 Joseph Leo Jones 

1952 Kermit L. Helland 

1953 Paul A. Lundy 

1954 Clarence H. Mehlow 

1955 William E. Brown 


William KE. Brown was elected in December, 1955. He will 
serve in 1956. 
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ZEARING CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 


Alice Johnston Brierley compiled the following history of the 
Zearinge Cemetery Association. Alice has been a easel and effi- 
elent aaneeh of the association for many years. 


The Zearing Cemetery Association was organized on April 22 
1893. Ana McDowell Thatcher was the first president. Ida Bishop 
Dool was the first secretary. 


A few of the charter members are known. In addition to the 
first officers they were: 


Jessie Burkhart Smith Augusta Maronda Young 
Ruella Ufford Stallings Julia Drumm Drake 
Lucy Williams Armstrong 


Simon Kersey was the first caretaker of the cemetery. He mowed 
the grass with a scythe and took the hay in payment for his labor. 


Money taken in at the ball games played in Gogerty’s pasture 
was used for cemetery expenses. Haster dinners and suppers were 
served for many years to raise money for the caretaker’s salary 
and for maintaining the flower beds. During World War II it 
became necessary to discontinue the Easter dinners because of 
rationing. 


The 1955 membership list contains eighty-four names. The 1955 
officers are: 


(Ss ae oe ee eon ee ee ee Nellie Moore Manning 
etal y >. amet eevee See se Alice Johnston Brierley 
PEPOCAS IVE? a. cre 21 Se Le Tecie Bainter Ruxton 


MopERN WoopMEN or AMERICA Camp No. 1975 


H. L. Ruff, National Secretary, Modern Woodmen of America 
furnished the following history of Camp No. 1975. The records 
at the headquarters are incomplete. 

Camp No. 1975 was chartered on May 6, 1893. The following 
were charter members: 


Charles Edwards Myron C. Ufford 

C. E. Hayes Charles A. Burkhart 
Robert R. Pollock Sumner J. Chance 
James C. Armstrong J. Wesley Deal 
Elwood C. Ingledue | Frank Chance 

J. W. McNabb Martin Lonning 
Edwin S. Hoyt John Henry Guthrie 


James C. Armstrong signed the first Pass Report in July, 1893. 
Ktna F. Moore served as Consul from January, 1919, to January, 
1921. None of the other reports in the lodge were signed by a Consul. 
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SECRETARY—1912 To 1953 


1912-21 Lewis H. Moon 1927-32 Kenneth L. Cerka 
1921-24 Frank M. Boylan 1932-34 Morris G. Herme 
1924-26 Lee E. Moore 1934 Joseph Buffington 


1926-27 Orphe Z. Burkhead 


DIOGENES 


The following history of the Diogenes society was furnished by 
Mabel Armstrong Johnson and Leona Armstrong Perry. 

The Diogenes society was organized in 1894 for young single 
women. Diogenes was the famous individual who took his lantern 
and went in search of an honest man. The young ladies of the 
Diogenes, being single, were also supposedly seeking men. 

It was a social club. The first one to be organized in Zearing. 


— 


DIOGENES 


Back Row—Left to Right: Roea McCall Bales, Stella Fitch Mitchell, 
Bertha Clift Anderson, Isabella Ruxton Norton, Nettie Patton, Alta Fitch 
Moon, Mabel Clift Anderson. 

Center Row—Left to Right: Susie Williams Coffelt, Cecelia Wohl- 
heter Parker, Grace Burkhart Farber, Jennie Williams Price, Leona Arm- 
strong Perry. 

Front Row—Left to Right: Rica Schultze Schauper, Anna E. Fry. 

Picture furnished for this history by Mabel Armstrong Johnson, The 
picture belonged to Susie Williams Coffelt. 
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CHARTER MEMBERS 


Roea MeCall Susie Williams 
Stella Fitch Cecelia Wohlheter 
Bertha Clift Grace Burkhart 
Isabella Ruxton Jennie Williams 
Nettie Patton Leona Armstrong 
Alta Fiteh Rica Schultze 
Mabel Clift Anna E. Fry 


DIOGENES Party—1895 


The party was held at the home of Sherry Montgomery McCall. 
The following program was given: 


Ci alerete sr aaght “nee oe. Nettie Patton, Cecelia Wohlheter 
Ing Cate ilys 2 od" UNA IE by) A OCs Cte aL are Jennie Williams 
Paver Our I Lansing Day)... Shen) nos Rica Schultze 
Ernie Neem tOT Ware. cethle ol 5 8 ee co leer Alta Fitch 
dati cessateeea Cecelia Wohlheter, Grace Burkhart, Nettie Armstrong 
UAC Es oe SS EE 2S ee eee eae Maggie Guthrie 
ee me her oy teeens ye teme et A coca AE Nettie Patton 
Le MY ERODE oe GN RN 2 a) Se ene oct ee A Bertha Clift 
Sov) os PG ak UO 3 mete 713 Fa rn Nettie Armstrong 
CHEE a 40 TEE BC CTES) eat Ra ea Bertha Schultze 
Li aah Vg) Ck eet Rel op 1 NAVAN Mie eae a Rs Aa Fe EoD Jennie Ruxton 
Pieper! ther WIOrenes 34:2... -2 2-2 Scan Leona Armstrong 


Quartet . Mabel Clift, Alta Fitch, Grace Burkhart, Susie Williams 


Guests (in addition to those on the program) : Isabella Ruxton, 
Grace Richardson, Etta Mendenhall, Stella Fitch, Anna E. Fry, 
Anna HE. Grimm, George Bales, Denison A. Tisdale, George Swain, 
Harry Delano, George E. Airhart, Howard Manly, Fred Schauper, 
Hubert E. Burkhart, Bert Price, Walter Craft, Charles Armstrong, 
Nathan C. Fry, John Henry Norton, R. D. Norton, Frank Perry, 
Thomas E. Pollock, Floyd L. Farber, C. E. Peck, and Sidney Clift. 


ZEARING CHAPTER No. 237, ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 


The following information was furnished by Ruth Thornton 
Chance and Myrtle Wolford Eley. 

The chapter was duly organized by Grand Worthy Matron, 
Mrs. Delia Meredith, on March 22, 1898. The following officers were 
elected at the organization meeting. 


oeeuety Oly wee Se Ae | ny Worthy Matron 
Bieri montgomery WleOall “ccs well LAr Worthy Patron 
Pome se Vien oetan 1 Shur i Te Associate Matron 
VME rOU Meeps ist etre) A oo Secretary 
Peru terol icle. seh bak ley hte oS oR Treasurer 
CURE SUR GUE, Veda) Uh sl SE leas 2) ie ane a eb Conductress 


Natya wamsonu ONG Alb. yu. aisk atte cet e.! Associate Conductress 
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Myrtle Stallings Ingledvewuwe shee eee Adah 
Matilda. Stoltenberg Grimm... eee Ruth 
Anna Homphrey. ROCs... c.2.....8 ae ae Be as Rete f wlin wn _ Esther 
Isabella thhuxton INortion<..2.0-.:...:2.. eats Martha 
John Henry WNorton.:..2-...... _ nach eS oc a ee Warder 
coo RY Cog 4 ABN SY TN oy ged & ota 11611: Ss Lee NNR Sy Oe RES Os Scr dure ow ease Sentinel 


The offices of Electa and Chaplain were not filled at the first 
meeting. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Sherry Montgomery McCall 
Robert R. Pollock 
John Henry Jondall 
August Henry Grimm 
Elwood C. Inegledue 
John Rogers 

John Henry Norton 
Hiram O. Norton 
Liva O. Farber 
George Barnard 
George W. Brown 
William H. Golly 


Minutes, November 24, 1899: ‘‘Invitation received from Nath- 
aniel R. Clift for the chapter to attend and to participate in the 
dedication program of the new hall in the Clift building on Novem- 
ber 30, 1899.’’ 


Jane Perry Golly 

Anna Reese MeCall 

Clara George Pollock 
Mary Swanson Jondall 
Anna Humphrey Rogers 
Myrtle Stallings Ingledue 
Matilda Stoltenberg Grimm 
Isabella Ruxton Norton 
Naney Davis Norton 
Maria Starr Farber 
Mary MeArthur Barnard 
Eliza Bewley Brown 


WortHy MATRONS 


The maiden name of Jennie Reid is spelled as it was given to 
us by a relative. Mary Dunn Pollock was called Mae, by Zearing 
residents. 

March 22, 1898-1900 Jane Perry Golly 


1901 Matilda Stoltenberg Grimm 
1902 Margaret Wallace Ruxton 
1903-04 Kate Walker King 
1905-06 Mary Judd Miller 
1907-08 Jessie Burkhart Smith 
1909-10 Anna Barnard Harrison 
1911 Jennie Cruckshanke Reid 
1912 Elnora Bowman Reese 
1913 Jessie Burkhart Smith 
1914-15 Myrtle Kemp Martin 
1916-17 Mary Dunn Pollock 
1918-20 Tana Pulley Peterson 


1929-30 


Florence Hix Lightfoot 
Mary Havelick Golly 
Bethany Oakes Dakins 
Flora Browning Batchelor 
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19S 1232 Kristiana Jensen Petersen 
1933-34 Agnes Austin Sparrow 
1935-36 Leta Rankin Bailey 

19at Louise Bowie Carver 

1938 Mildred Johnston Good 
1939-40 Ella Cummings Brouhard 
1941-42 Elizabeth Kellison Bailey 
1943-44 Doris Ferkin Rankin 


1945 Emelie Hanson Grimm 
1946 Agnes Kurth Cerka 

1947 Florence Pies Kleespie 
1948 Iona Pies Kleespie 

1949 Luella Coleman Crain 
1950 Theda Crain Philpot 
1351 Ruth Thornton Chance 
1952 Berneice Armstrong Becker 
1953 Cecil Long Jones 

1954 Ruth Price Stouffer 

1955 Alice Marie Eberle Jones 


Elections are held in December. Officers serve the following 
year. 


DyNAMO REBEKAH LODGE No. 479 


The history of Rebekah Lodge No. 479 was furnished Layee ae at 
King, Colo, Iowa, and Sylvia King, Colo, Iowa. 

Dynamo Rebekah Lodge No. 479 was aiNers Sey on October 12, 
1899. The following were the charter members. Mabel Clift and 
Susie Williams are listed under their maiden names. 


Esau A. Allen Anna Reese McCall 
Elzira McDowell Allen Julius P. Tisdale 
Nathaniel R. Clift Maria Mead Tisdale 
Joseph Allen Sr. George M. Norton 
Elizabeth Ingram Allen Clara Gorham Norton 
Geb Minges William F. Young 
John J. Sullivan Augusta Maronda Young 
Asa M. Williams Joseph C. Allen 

Mary Ellen Cornell Williams Anna Morean Allen 
Mabel Clift Wilham J. LeRoy 
Susie Williams Asinnath Bailey LeRoy 


Sherry Montgomery McCall 


Most of the lodge records have been lost or destroyed. The 
record book starting in September, 1923, recorded the following 
Noble Grand cihicars. All are listed pader their married names vith 
the exception of Clara Waldie, Leta Rankin, and Dorothy LeFevre. 


Mary Gardiner—December 31, 1923 
Nora Tight—June 30, 1924 
Nellie Daubenberg—December 31, 1924 
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Nellie Manning—June 30, 1925 
Marguerite Cerka—December 31, 1925 
Leta Rankin—June 30, 1926 

lla Kurth—December 31, 1926 
Blanche Harrington—June 30, 1927 
Dora Fish—December 31, 1928 
Elsie Bailey—December 31, 1930 
Dorothy LeFevre—June 30, 1931 
Cleo Wickham—December 31, 1931 
Marguerite Cerka—June 30, 1932 
Clara Waldie—November 10, 1932 


Rebekah Lodge No. 479 was consolidated with Colo Rebekah 
Lodge No. 270 at Colo, Iowa, on December 23, 1932. 


RoyaL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 
ZEARING CAMP No. 1635 


Margaret Walker, Supreme Recorder, Rock Island, Illinois, and 
Elsie Moore Bailey of Camp 1635, furnished the following history 
of the Royal Neighbors. 

Camp 1635 was organized on October 22, 1900, with Gertrude 
Beatty Norton as the first Oracle. Emily Tight Hix was the first 
Recorder. Nellie Dimmitt Allen was the first Receiver. 

The charter members of Camp 1635 are listed under their mar- 
ried names if they were married at the time the camp was char- 
tered. The charter members were: 


Elva Hoberland Sarah Colburn 
Ana Thatcher Martha Moore 
Elnora Reese Laura Wyckoff 
Nellie Allen Alta Moon 
Myrtle Thomas Mary Clemons 
Mary Stimson Cora Bolton 
Elizabeth Wilson Jennie Billings 
Elizabeth Deal Jessie Norton 
Clara Waldie Alice Sauer 
Sadie Burkhart Jennie Price 
Clara Norton Myrtle Ingledue 
Emily Hix Gertrude Norton 


The local records have been lost or destroyed except for the 
seeretary’s book dated January 1, 1927. The following served as 
Oracle after 1927. All are listed under their married names. 


1927-30 Elsie Bailey 1934 Clara Anderson 
1931-32 Minnie Herr 1935-36 Gladis Gaunt 
1933 Marguerite Cerka 1937 Florice Deal 


Ilo Hoberland Holveck served as Recorder from 1927 until her 
death in 1932. Elsie Moore Bailey became Recorder in 1932. The 
lodge has not been active for many years, 
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Sorosis CLuB 


We are indebted to Mary Allen Lundy for the history of this 
Zearing club. 

A group of young ladies met at the home of Queen Burkhart 
in northwest Zearing in 1903 to organize a club. A few evenines 
later they completed the organization of the club at the home of 
Anna Vorba Roushar. 

The club was ealled the N. O. ©. which was a secret name. It 
was a social club based upon music and: faney work. The following 
ladies were the charter members of the N. O. C. All were single 
with the exception of Anna Roushar and Melissa MeCormack. 


Charlotte Kuhl Anna Vorba Roushar 
Grace Bean Cecelia Wohlheter 
Queen Burkhart Nellie King 

Susie Williams Mae Wilson 

Mabel Clift Dolly Mitchell 

Anna E. Fry Pearl Mitchell 
Melissa Wyatt MeCormack Bertha Clift 


In 1920, the members of the N. O. C. decided to become a fede- 
rated club. They found that they would be required to change the 
club name. So they chose the name, Sorosis. 

3efore becoming federated, and for a couple of years after, 
the club carried on Lyceum work in Zearing. Many outstanding 
speakers and entertainers were brought to the community during 
-the winter months. The club remained in the state federation for 
several years. Since leaving the federation the club has been a 
social organization. 

In 1931, a reunion was held at the home of Bethany Oakes 
Dakins. On June 19, 1953, the club entertained all former mem- 
bers at a 50th anniversary tea. The tea was held at the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. Grace Bean Campbell, the only charter 
member remaining in the club, was the president of the elub in 1953. 

The following ladies are members of the club in 1955. All are 
listed under their married names. 


Alice Adams Florence Kleespie 
Lela Adams Dorothy Lund 
Carrie Anderson Hazel Lund 
Grace Campbell Mary Lundy 
Louise Carver Lela Madison 
Lueille Dakins Myrtle Martin 
Myrtle Eley Nellie Ricketts 
Emelhe Grimm Eloise Sterling 
Ruby Hoskins Cleo Wickham 
Frances Johns Carrie Strassburg 


KNIGHTS oF PyTHtAs, Iota LopcE No. 234 


The following information concerning Iola Lodge No. 234 was 
furnished by E. J. Kuelper, Grand Secretary, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Iola Lodge No. 234 was chartered on April 24, 1907, with J. A. 
Wellington, the instituting officer. The charter members were: 


Guy E. Clift Otis Rogers 

Henry D. Moon Albert C. Young 
Hartwell P. Chandler Sr. Clarence W. Allen 
Lewis H. Moon Robert R. Pollock 
William B. Kersey Fred E. Smith 

Dr. Charles W. Powell Charles W. Haase 
Henry 8. Swaggert Frank S. White 
Dan Davis John Henry Norton 
Leo L. Wing Carl H. Anderson 
Floyd L. Farber Thomas Young 
Bert Price Winnie W. Carver 
Oscar Wallwork David M. Powell 
Harley Price A. Ray McBride 

L. Cressie Allen Daniel Holveck 
Harry G. Martin Dr. Arthur J. MeCormack 


Grip L. Fiteh 


FIRST OFFICERS 


Tie Eas WAT ae ct thc ee ee Chancellor Commander 
(charlen: Wish gase so 2 ao 2 we eee Vice Chancellor 
bisa) 059 Wk 1h eeeeeaatere ce Rane name Baden leTAE Sir chael atin MRE Ain we Prelate 
PP SONA PION Wek OW ELL 2. a0 Ae eee eee Master of Work 
Dr. Arthur J. McCormack ..._................. Keeper of Records and Seal 
1 Ey yin gh aE hg eaten te talondaoe% ea ee ees Master of Exchequer 
Henry 1D. Moor oo clgee ec eee Master of Finance 
Hartwell PaoChandler Sr. <2)... eo ee ee Master of Arms 
CATR UCT SOL oo eke eee perpen Nahe DP WM es: Outer Guard 


The last report of Iola Lodge No. 234 was compiled in July, 
1917. Ray M. Lightfoot was the Chancellor Commander when the 
lodge disbanded in 1917. Zearing members of the Knights of Pythias 
joined the lodge at Story City, Iowa, when the lodge disbanded. 


ZEARING ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


The Zearing Alumni Association is an active organization in 
1955. Much of the eredit for the building of the alumni association 
goes to Jennie Deal Perry. She kept the organization alive during 
the early years of its existence. Jennie was the president of the 
organization for more than twenty years. 

The first class to graduate from the local high school was in 
1895. They were entertained at a dinner at the Clift home. Then 
the juniors took charge. A junior-senior reception was held until 
1915. There wasn’t any reception in 1915 or in 1916. In 1917, the 
Zearing Alumni Association was formed. 

The largest graduating classes to date were in the 1930’s. Ger- 
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trude Lehman was the lone graduate in 1912. Gertrude Lehman 
Britten is living in Zearing in 1955, 

Veva Jones Cook is the president for 1955-56. John Marvin 
Golly is the secretary for 1955-56. 


Boy Scouts or AMERICA 


Zearing had a very successful boy scout organization from 1919 
to 1926. Harry Wolford was the scoutmaster “for almost six years 
during that period. 

Scouting was first discussed in Zearing in 1918. Finally Julius 
Ray prenate enrolled Zearing’s first scouts. They were few in num- 
ber. Not enough for a full troop. After Ray had been the scout- 
master for more than a year, he resigned. 

Lloyd E. Beach and Lloyd Craft then prevailed upon Harry 
Wolford to become scoutmaster. In the summer of 1920 the mem- 
bership started to increase. By 1922 there were enough scouts to 
form Troop 2. Alvin L. Vandermast became the scoutmaster of 
Troop 2 m November, 1922. On March 29, 1923, there were thirty- 
five scouts on the roll call. In May, 1923, Lloyd E. Beach and 
Lloyd Craft became assistant scoutmasters of Troop 2. 

In 1922, August Louis Grimm, chairman of the local boy scout 
court of honor, and five scouts camped at the Iowa State Fair for 
a week. The scouts were Lloyd Craft, Russell Haase, Meriden L. 
Rankin, Paul F. Talmadge, and Donald H. Grimm. The scouts 
ushered in the grandstand during that time. All were given official 
passes to the fair. 

In June of 1923, nineteen scouts attended Camp Kooroq which 
was located near the Des Moines river, south of Boone, Iowa. The 
following scouts spent a week at Camp Koorogq: 


Meriden L. Rankin Clifton Carver 

Max Rankin Floyd Harrington 
Enlow Bailey Vernon L. Wolford 
Donald L. Brouhard Russell Haase 

Lyle Pulley DeLos H. Dakins 
Lloyd Craft Harland Cox 
Charles Talmadge Donald H. Grimm 
Delos Cerka J. Vernon Moon 
Ray Phillips Dawson Womeldorff 


Condit Bowie . 


On March 138, 1925, a boy scout cireus was held. Admission was 
13 cents for adults with an extra charge for side shows. Condit 
Bowie and his clown band furnished the music. 

Several scouts advanced to the highest rank in scouting and 
others came close. Local camping trips were frequently scheduled. 
Illinois Grove, Point Pleasant, Soper’s Mill, and Eldora were chosen 
as the sites for the Zearing scout camps. 

After the retirement of Harry Wolford, the scout movement in 
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Zearing lost its vigor. Harold Priem was appointed scoutmaster of 
a reorganized scout troop in February of 1928. However Priem 
was handicapped by ill health and quit his job as the superin- 
tendent of the local school in the spring of 1928. 

William Schrenk was an excellent local scout leader in the 
1930’s. However, his term as scout leader was brief. He left Zear- 
ine to become a teacher in a larger school. 

The Civie Improvement Club sponsored a new local scout or- 
ganization in 1944. Rev. Charles L. Fuller accepted the job as 
scoutmaster. Rev. Fuller was a vigorous scout leader. A scout cabin 
was constructed at the Zearing Park during his administration. 
The cabin was completed in 1946. 

The scout cabin was a real example of community spirit. Dwight 
Elmo Johnson donated a box car. Claire Reed Jr., William Drew, 
and Lester L. Arrasmith moved the box ear to the park. Kenneth 
L. Cerka donated gravel. John Hoberland donated labor for the 
foundation. Sheeting was donated by Roy J. Pulley. A stove was 
donated by James Hutchins. Scoutmaster Fuller, Dr. Charles L. 
Hall, Wiliam H. Brown, and the scouts did the necessary work to 
turn the box ear into a eabin. 

Rev. Fuller moved to Gladbrook, Iowa, in 1948. He was sue- 
ceeded by other fine leaders. Troy E. Chance has saved the organi- 
zation several times by taking charge when a regular leader was 
not available. Carroll C. Bailey was in charge of the senior air 
and sea scouts for more than a year. The air scouts purchased an 
airplane motor and studied it. 

Other active leaders and boosters have been William EK. Brown, 
Donald E. Johnson, Junior S. Myers, Donald R. Fleming, Brantley 
Jones, Dr. Charles L. Hall, Father Robert V. Swift, Virgil W. 
Welp, Dale L. Fisher, and Kempton C. Johnson. At the present 
time Lee G. Meredith is the scoutmaster. Kempton C. Johnson and 
Edwin L. Brown are his assistants. 


Crvic IMPROVEMENT CLUB 


The history of the Civic Improvement Club was compiled by 
Mabel Armstrong Johnson. She was the first president of the club. 

The Civie Improvement Club was organized on April 11, 1935, 
by a group of civic minded ladies. The following women were 
charter members. All of the names listed in the history of this elub 
are married names. 


Mabel Johnson Gertrude Smith 


Lucille Brown Anna Pulley 
Ruth Snoweren Avis Bump 
Florence Lightfoot Kathleen Gaylord 


Lueille Johnson 

Ruby Hoskins and Doris Rankin joined the elub later in 1935. 
The first club project was to help to beautify the park. Money was 
secured to pay for two fireplaces in the park. 
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Soon after its organization the club sponsored several amateur 
contests. Proceeds from the contests were donated as prizes to the 
winners. 

During the winter of 1941, the club helped in the Bundles for 
Britain campaign. The club journeyed to Marshalltown, Iowa, in 
1945, and served the lunch for service men at the Marshalltown 
depot. 

In 1944, the Civie Improvement Club sponsored a Boy Scout 
troop for Zearing. Rey. Charles L. Fuller agreed to be the scout- 
master. The Civic Improvement Club led the drive for funds for 
the troop. 

On June 14, 1946, the club voted to take charge of the library 
which was located in the baleony at the Fred E. Smith store. In 
August of 1946, the club won a $25 prize for their Zearing Days 
float. 

The club has donated to many projects and organizations. The 
last donation on the records was for clocks donated to the Lincoln 
Township Consolidated School. 


1955 MEMBERS 


Alice Brierley Donna Lundy 
Ruth Chance Maxine Lundy 
Adeline Cook Florence Lightfoot 
Veva Cook Winnie Lounsberry 
Myrtle Crain Beverly Mabie 
Emele Grimm Helga Schnormeier 
Minnie Herr Jean Stukenholtz 
Verda Holveck Norene Tisdale 
Cecil Jones Lorraine Welp 


Mabel Johnson 


ZEARING HorRsE & SADDLE CLUB 


A group of local horsemen staged a horse show as a part of the 
1946 Zearing Days celebration. The show was very successful. As 
a result a horse and saddle club was organized. Russell W. Carver 
was elected president. Paul Johns was chosen vice president. Walter 
F. Harkema was elected secretary. Lowell H. Hoberland was the 
first treasurer. 

Late in the summer of 1946, the club purchased a lot on the 
south side of Main Street southwest of the Zearing Park. Flood 
lights were erected and the club presented a Labor Day show. Early 
in 1947, an adjoining lot was purchased, the lighting system im- 
proved, and permanent bleachers installed. Many soft ball games 
have been played on the horse show grounds. 

The club has sponsored a Labor Day show each year since 1946. 
The Labor Day show has featured a noon time community parade 
each year. 
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KnigHts or CoLtumBus, Our Lavy or Vicrory Councm No. 3284 


Zearing does not have a council of the Knights of Columbus. 
Zearing men belong to Our Lady of Victory Council No. 3284, 
Nevada, Towa. Zearing members are: 


Merle J. Curley Paul N. Wheelock 
John J. Greenwood Adrian J. Conrad 
Ross E. Holveck Rolland L. Howard 
Everett L. Johnson Elmer R. Sparrow 
Richard B. Lang Donald KE. Thornton 
terald Meimann John M. Varnum Jr. 
Francis J. Roche Virgil W. Welp 
James L. Roche Vineent Wheelock 
Joseph Roche Charles L. Howard 


Floyd O. Steelman 


4-H CLUB 


According to The Tri County News, the 4-H Club became an 
active organization in our community on January 6, 1931. A meet- 
ing was held at the school house on that date. Glenn Anderson of 
Nevada, Iowa, presided at the meeting. The following officers were 
elected: 


President etait ots ae GARE tet ee ee John Fitzgerald 
MiGs Presi c Gri tite 10 ce Aare be ace ocr ee George A. Gaunt 
DQChetary ielice. esl dee eed hela ee ee Amy Phillips 
Treasuter Ticstniont a cet. Lien bee ee Goldie Cerka 


Lulu Wickham Cerka was one of the early club leaders. 


It would be impossible in a history of this type to include a 
complete history of the 4-H. The membership changes from year to 
year. The Zearing club has been very active since its organization. 
Numerous prizes have been won by club members at fairs and ex- 
hibitions. Only a close study of the elub records could produce an 
accurate and complete history of the local 4-H. 


FARM BUREAU 


The Farm Bureau is another organization which would be very 
difficult to include in a history of this type. We can include a sketch. 

The Farm Bureau became an active organization in our com- 
munity in the early 1920’s. The Auxiliary to the Farm Bureau 
was organized at the R. B. (Bert) Craft home on December 7, 1921. 
The following officers were elected: 


Presid@nt. i>... 2 ee Daisy Fleming Couser 
Vase; President. ..ixaut. sucks iad sehen Effie Guthrie Craft 
Secretary: and, Dreasarer ian. etse Desdamone Davisson Allen 
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The Farm Bureau has been very active during most of its period 
of existence in our community. It has attempted to help the local 
farmer solve his problems. The local organization has been active 
outside our community also. Russell W. Carver of our community 
has been Story county president and prominent in the state or- 
ganization. 


FAMILY SECTION 


ABBEY: 


Members of the Abbey family would be an asset to any com- 
munity. Our community was fortunate to have them for many years. 

Oliver P. Abbey was born at Cropsey, Illinois, in 1869. He mar- 
ried Margaret Terpening at Potomac, Illinois, on February 20, 
1895. They moved to our community three years after the marriage. 

Oliver was a farmer and business man during his life in this 
community. He served several terms as the mayor of Zearing. 

Oliver and Margaret were the parents of two children. They 
were Jesse L. and Esther. Jesse L. farmed in this community for 
many years. Esther moved from our community after her marriage. 

Oliver died on July 10, 1947. Margaret died on September 20, 
1937. 


ABBOTT: 


The Abbott family came to our community in 1905 from Louisa 
county, Iowa. In 1917, they retired from their farm and moved to 
Zearing, Lowa. 

Andrew Jackson Abbott was born in 1863. We do not have the 
place of birth. However, he told stories of his life near Conesville, 
Iowa. Anna E. Grimm, the daughter of James F. and Anna Grimm, 
was born on March 26, 1867, at Davenport, Iowa. Jack and Anna 
were married on March 15, 1900. 

Jack’s first wife died leaving a daughter, Emma. Emma Abbott 
Sparrow is living in our community in aOR 

Jack died on December 23, 1950. Anna died on February 16, 
1953 


ADAMS: 


Descendants of the Adams family live in Lincoln township in 
1955. The family has always been one of the best known families 
in our community. 

John Adams was born in Walpole, New Hampshire, on May 25, 
1834. John married Julia Crain of Westmoreland, New Hampshire, 
in November of 1859. They moved to our community in 1876. 

John and Julia were the.parents of six children. They were 
Edward (Ned), Bertha, Lottie, William W., John Jr., and Albert. 
Edward W. established his-permanent home in this community. 

The Adams family has been prominent in community and 
chureh affairs in Lineoln township and Illinois Grove sinee 1876. 

John died on June 11, 1922. Julia died on April 11, 1911. 
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ALBRIGHT: 


A few years ago the Albright family was very prominent in our 
community. In 1955, they have all moved away or are deceased. 

William Mayer Albright was born on October 11, 1845, in York 
county, Pennsylvania. Ellen Rebecca Koser was born in Indiana on 
October 19, 1848. William and Ellen were married on September 
9, 1869, in Johnson county, Iowa. William was a veteran of the 
Civil War. The family moved to our community in 1899. 


William and Ellen were active in church work in our com- 
munity. They farmed for ten years north of Zearing and then 
moved into Zearing. 

William and Ellen were the parents of six children. They were 
Reuben C., Ulysses M., Cora, Maude, Millard, and Luella. 

William died on November 30, 1935. Ellen Rebecea died on 
May 13, 1926. 


ALLEN: 


The name Allen has been a prominent name in our community 
since 1880. The Allen family has always had an excellent reputa- 
tion in the community. Members of the family did not neglect their 
duties as citizens. They were good business men and farmers. 

The local Allens are descendants of Joseph Allen Sr. and Eliza- 
beth Ingram Allen. Joseph Allen Sr. married Elizabeth Ingram on 
June 23, 1853. They moved to our community in 1892 from Wapello 
county, Lowa... 

Joseph Sr. and Elizabeth were the parents of thirteen children. 
They were Esau A., Jacob M., Mary Ann, Sarah L., Benjamin, 
Flora, Joseph C., Grant, George, Lizzie, Clara B., Clarence Ws 
and Elmer D. , 

Joseph Sr. died on July 23, 1902. Elizabeth died on July 20, 
1914. : 

a ae % * | # % 

Ksau A. Allen,.a son of-Joseph Sry and Elzira McDowell Allen 
came to this community from Wapello county, Iowa, in 1881. They 
farmed until 1903. Then Esau and his son, L.,Cressie, were in the 
hardware business in Zearing. : 

Esau and Elzira were the parents of six children. They were 
Bertha E., L. Cressie, William B., Florence I., Delpha, and Vernie 
L. Vernie L. married EK. R. Hein of Hubbard, Iowa. None of the 
children lived in this community after the 1920’s. 

Ksau died on October 18, 1907. Elzira died on January 20, 1930. 


Jacob M. Allen, a son of Joseph Sr., was born near Bladensburg, 
Wapello county, Iowa, on September 3, 1855. He came to this com- 
munity in 1880. Nellie Dimmitt was born on Mareh 3, 1865, at 
Lynnville, Iowa. She came to this community with her parents in 
1879. Jacob and Nellie were married on December 4, 1881, 
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Jacob and Nellie were the parents of eight children. They were 
Clara, Vanetta Marie, Laura, Nora, Katie, Ada, Otis, and Loren. 
Jacob died on June 22, 1950. He is buried at Burns, Oregon. 
Nellie is living at Burns, Oregon, in 1954. 
* ae ae % * 


Mary Ann Allen Winders, a daughter of Joseph Sr., lived in 
this community for some time while caring for her parents. Mary 
Ann was the mother of two children. They were Carl E. and Eva. 

% * * * * 


Joseph C. Allen, a son of Joseph Sr., was born near Bladens- 
burg, Wapello county, Iowa, on August 17, 1862. He came to our 
community in 1887. On March 6, 1889, Joseph C. married Anna M. 
Morgan of Colo, Iowa. 

Joseph C. Allen served as a Story county supervisor from 1913 
to 1919. He was a postmaster and town official. 

Joseph and Anna were the parents of three children. They were 
John W., Earl E., and Mary E. The three children have been life 
long residents of this community. 

Joseph C. died on January 29, 1938. Anna died on August 18, 
1955. 

Grant Allen, a son of Joseph Sr., was born in Wapello county, 
Iowa, on November 10, 1864. Grant married Anna Belle Stearns 
of Bladensburg, Iowa, on December 28, 1887. 

Grant and Belle were the parents of three sons. The oldest died 
in infaney. The others were Eli D. (Dot), and Ora C. 

Grant died on July 14, 1918. Anna Belle died at Pendleton, 
Oregon, on May 18, 1905. 

* * * * * 

George Allen, a son of Joseph Sr., was a young man when he 
died in this community. George died on July 22, 1901. He is buried 
in the Zearing Cemetery. 


Lizzie Allen, a daughter of Joseph Sr., was a seamstress in 
Zearing until her marriage. Lizzie married Samuel B. Turner. 
Their home was north of Clemons, Iowa. 

* % * % * 


Clara B. Allen, a daughter of Joseph Sr., and her husband, 
James Wheaton, lived in this community for several years. How- 
ever, their permanent home was at Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

James and Clara were the parents of four children. They were 
Opal, Blanche, Sybil, and William. 


* Ke % % % 
Clarence W. Allen, a son of Joseph Sr., was born near Bladens- 
burg, Iowa, on March 29, 1874. He moved to our community in 
1892. In 1896, Clarence married Lena Craft. 
Clarence and Lena were the parents of three children. They 
were Goldye Vee, Bessie, and Hartley. Clarence was a farmer, ear- 
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penter, and assistant in the post office during his life in this com- 
munity. 

Clarence died on September 27, 1946. Lena is living in Zearing 
in 1955. 

* * * * %* 

Elmer D., a son of Joseph Sr., died in this community. He was 
a young man at the time of his death. Elmer D. died on August 
14, 1895. He is buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


ARMSTRONG: 


The name Armstrong was a prominent name on Main Street in 
Zearing for many years. Bennett was a leader in the local G. A. R. 

Bennett A. Armstrong was born April 25, 1843, in Jo Daviess 
county, Illinois. Malvina Haworth was born on June 19, 1842, in 
Keokuk county, lowa. Bennett and Malvina were married on March 
7, 1866, in the Xenia community of Hardin county, Iowa. They 
moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1886. In 1888, the family moved to 
Ames, Iowa. They returned to Zearing in 1892. 

Bennett promoted the first Zearing bank. He also organized a 
bank at Ames during the time he lived there. Bennett reentered 
the mercantile business in Zearing in 1892. 

Bennett and Malvina were the parents of four children. They 
were Jesse, Frank, Leona, and Nettie. Jesse was in business in 
Zearing for many years. Leona Armstrong Perry is living in our 
community in 1955. 

Bennett died on March 21, 1919. Malvina died on March 8, 1935. 


James C. Armstrong was born on November 1, 1861, in Hardin 
county, Iowa. He came to Zearing, Iowa, as a young man. James 
married Flora Bell Williams of our community in 1890. They mov- 
ed to New Providence, Iowa, in 1904. 

James and Bell were the parents of three children. Two of the 
sons, James C. Jr., and Theodore L., were living in Fargo, North 
Dakota, in 19388. 

James C. Sr. died on January 9, 1933. Bell is living in Fargo, 
North Dakota, in 1955. 


ARRASMITH: 


The Arrasmith family is listed in Allen’s history of Story 
county. The family also appears in the 1890 history of Story coun- 
ty. The Arrasmith family was one of the first families in Story 
county. 

George W. Arrasmith was born in Story county, Iowa, on April 
26, 1857. George married Rose Smith on September 14, 1879. 
George and Rose were the parents of two children. They were 
Alvina J. and Ethel M. Rose died on January 15, 1891. 

On November 30, 1898, George married Lydia’ Wickham. Lydia 
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was born in Lincoln township, Story county, Iowa, on August 10, 
1870. : | 

George and Lydia were the parents of six children. They were 
Lester, Mable, Otis, Leota, Elsie, and Bessie. Lester, Otis, and 
Bessie Arrasmith Good are living in Zearine in 1955. 

George died on July 21, 1929. Lydia died on January 18, 1946. 


BAILEY : 


The Bailey family has been prominent in our community for 
many years. The original Bailey home was located in the Grant 
Center community in Hardin county. It is interesting to note how 
Tarlton Bailey and Alice Crain became acquainted. Tarlton was 
a star route mail carrier. Alice lived near the Sunset post office 
in Lincoln township. 

Tarlton Bailey was born on December 14, 1852. The Bailey 
family came to lowa in 1870 from Missouri. Alice Crain was born 
at Winchester, Chesire county, New Hampshire. She came to Lin- 
coln township, Story county, Iowa, with the Crain family in 1876. 
Tarlton and Alice were married in 1880. They established their 
home in Hardin county. 

Tarlton and Alice were the parents of seven children. Three 
died in infancy. The others were Clyde; Guy, Otis, and Clay. Clyde 
is living in Lincoln township in 1955. Guy lives in California. Clay 
died in 1918. Otis died in 1919. 

Alice and her sons moved to a farm in Lineoln township in 1906. 

Tarlton died on June 19, 1895. Alice died on April 3, 1949. 
They are buried in the Hubbard Cemetery, Hubbard, Iowa. 


BAINTER: 


Bainter was a well known name in Lincoln township for many 
years. Tecie Bainter Ruxton is the only member of the family liv- 
ing in our community in 1955. 

Rhonaldo M. Bainter was born on May 7, 1859, at La Harpe, 
Illinois. Rhode, as he was ealled by his friends, married Iba Fran- 
ces Meekins on August 22, 1882, at Marshalltown, Iowa. They mov- 
ed to a farm in Lincoln township, Story county, Iowa, in 1886. 

Rhode and Iba Frances were the parents of three children. They 
were Tecie, Jesse, and Altha Mae. 

Rhode died on January 20, 1945. Iba Frances died on April 29, 
1937. 


BALLINGER: 


David Ballinger was a prominent farmer in our community for 
many years. The three children of David and Esther Cerka Bal- 
linger established permanent homes in our community. 

David Ballinger was born in Marshall county, Iowa, on Novem- 
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ber 12, 1872. On November 22, 1899, David married Esther Cerka 
of our community. Esther was born on April 5, 1872. 

David and Esther were the parents of three children. They 
were Ray, Fay, and Hazel. Ray, Fay, and Hazel Ballinger Bor- 
chert are living in our community in 1955. 

David was a railroad man before he started farming. David and 
Esther moved to a farm in our community in 1907. 

David died on September 29, 1931. Esther died on May 25, 1951. 


BARNARD: 


George Barnard was one of the leading citizens in the history 
of our community. He was an active lodge member. He was prom- 
inent in the G.A.R. George served as the mayor of Zearing. How- 
ever, he valued his work in the church most of all. 

John Wesley (George) Barnard was born at Kingston, Canada, 
on March 22, 1845. He was the youngest of thirteen children. When 
George was a small child the family moved to Hampshire, Kane 
county, Illinois. At the age of sixteen, George enlisted in the Union 
forces and served nearly three years during the Civil War. 

George arrived in Sherman township, Story county, Iowa, on 
May 16, 1869. After unloading his wagon three times, because of 
the muddy trails, he decided not to go any further west. George 
said that a cireus tried to cross Sherman township in the fall of 
1869. The mud delayed the circus and he saw camels and zebras 
for a week. 

George married Mary McArthur of Colo, lowa, on October 3, 
1878. George and Mary were the parents of six children. They 
were Asa, Anna, Ella, Nannie, Charles, and Irma. 

George died on May 14, 1935. Mary died in February, 1900. 


BARNES: 


Ira Barnes was a prominent business man. He moved to Zearing, | 
Iowa, soon after the town was founded. Ira was also prominent in 
the local G.A.R. 

Ira Barnes was born in Erie county, Ohio, in 1832. Ira married 
Ettie M. Warren in Wisconsin in 1860. They moved to St. Charles, 
Illinois, in 1872. In 1876, they moved to Iowa. 

Ira and Ettie were the parents of four children. They were 
Cora, Katie, Harry, and Warren. . 

Ira died in 1905. We do not have the date of Ettie’s death. 


4 ‘ 
Qe" ! 


BARTINE: 


You will find the name Bartine in the story of the pioneers who 
lived in the territory which was later called Lincoln township. Amos 
Bartine came to our community in the 1850’s. After the Civil War, 
he returned and established a permanent home in this community. 


- 
a 
Me} 
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Amos A. Bartine was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, on 
January 20, 1854. Lavina Vandeventer was born in LaFayette 
county, Wisconsin, on November 26, 1847. Amos and Lavina were 
married during the Christmas season of 1865. The marriage was 
in LaFayette county, Wisconsin. 

John and Lavina were the parents of seven children. They were 
Willham W., Charles W., John G., A. Edwin, Blanche, Cyrus, and 
qrace. 

Amos died on August 24, 1917. Lavina died on January 11, 1936. 


BARTLETT: 


Edward F. Bartlett was the chairman of the Lineoln township 
board of trustees in 1890. Edward was a prominent Lincoln town- 
ship farmer. 

Edward F. Bartlett was born on February 21, 1854, at Kent, 
England. Marion Mead was born on June 13, 1859, at Blenheim, 
Canada. Edward and Marion were married on December 14, 1876, 
in lowa. They moved to our community in the early 1880’s. 

Edward and Marion were the Regents of two daughters. They 


were Mehetable A. and Libbie E. ae, x WISTS aan 


Edward died on June 13, 1931, said died on April 8, 1920. 
They are buried at Colo, Towa. 


BEACH: 


The Beach family needs no introduction in our community. 


Members of the family were well known residents of Lincoln pow 


ship for many years. 

Charles M. Beach was born on November 17 , 1851. Indications 
are that he was born in Michigan. We are not certain. Alice Bell 
was born on October 16, 1855, at Wanatah, Indiana. Alice came to 
lowa in a covered wagon. 

Charles and Alice moved to our community in 1885. Alice lived 
on the Beach farm in our community for fifty-four years. Charles 
died on May 8, 1907. 

Charles and Alice were the parents of four children. They were 
Frank, Carrie, Delbert, and Earl. 

Frank died on August 17, 1927. Carrie died on November 10, 
1903. The mother, Alice, died on April 11, 1939. 


BEAN: 


Anyone compiling a list of the leading citizens in the history 
of our community should not overlook Cyrus P. Bean. Cyrus was 
active in local government. He served as Zearing postmaster. He 
was the secretary of the Zearing Creamery Company for twenty- 
eight years. 

Cyrus P. Bean was born in a log cabin in Kane county, Illinois, 
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on February 15, 1857. Marion Brown was born at Saratoga Springs, 
New York, on August 11, 1857. Marion lived most of her early life 
in Wisconsin. Cyrus and Marion were married on February 15, 
1879, at Elgin, Illinois. Immediately after the marriage they jour- 
neyed by covered wagon to our community. 

Cyrus and Marion were the parents of three children. They 
were Ernest, Grace, and Ward. Ernest was the first baby born in 
the new town of Zearing, Iowa. 


Cyrus died on March 26, 1949. Marion died on September 30, 
950; 


BEATTY: 


The Beatty family was prominent in our community in the late 
1800’s. The family moved to Missouri in 1901. Residents of our 
community in 1955 will remember Gertrude Beatty Norton. She 
was called Gertie, by her friends and neighbors. 


James KH. Beatty was born in Illinois on July 6, 1842. Martha 
Jane Richardson was born in La Salle county, Illinois, on Janu- 
ary 13, 1845. James and Martha Jane were married at St. Charles, 
Illinois, in 1866. They moved to our community in the 1880’s. 


James and Martha Jane were the parents of three children. 
They were John E., Gertrude Beatty Norton, and Elizabeth Beatty 
Bailey. 

James died in 1910. Martha Jane died on August 29, 1925. 


BELDEN: 


Charles L. Belden was a man of action. He constructed build- 
ings. He established Zearing’s first electric light plant. He did not 
wait for others to earry out his ideas. 

Charles L. Belden was born near Ithaca, New York, on August 
31, 1851. He married Addie Norton at Mendota, Illinois, on October 
3, 1876. Addie was born in Illinois. They moved to our community 
in 1882. 

Charles and Addie were the parents of two sons. They were 
Etrie and F. Lester. 

Charles died on December 12, 1928. Addie died on August 17, 
1947. 


BILLINGTON: 


Billington was a well known name in our community in the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s. Many present day residents remember 
Sepha Billington LeFevre. | QQ.) : Soyo | 

Albert Wesley Billington was born on May 5, 1856, at Kirks- 
ville, Missouri. He came to Illinois Grove in 1876. In 1883, Albert 
married Mary Roberts of Illinois Grove. . : 

LKQ 
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Albert and Mary were the parents of eight children. They were 
Leo, Ruby, Earl, Sepha, Ray, Amy, Ruth, and Robert. 
Albert died on April 20, 1922. Mary died in 1945. 


BLAYNEY: 


The Blayney family was one of the leading families in the 
Illinois Grove neighborhood for many years. Members of the family 
came into our community in later years. 

Henry Blayney was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, on May 17, 
1862. He came to the United States with his parents on March 24, 
1882. Anna Evans was born at Wellington, Illinois, in 1876. Henry 
and Anna were married at Wellington, Illinois, on June 25, 1896. 

Henry and Anna were the parents of ten children. They were 
Thomas, Harry, Margaret, Ilo, Elizabeth, John, Ambrose, Mae, 
Kvelyn, and Esther. 

Henry died on February 26, 1932. Anna is living in our com- 
munity in 1956. 


BORCHERT: 


The Borchert family came to our community in 1880 from Ger- 
many. They lived in this community for three vears and then moved 
to Iola, Kansas. 

Frederick Borchert was born near Berlin, Germany, on Sep- 
tember 9, 1872. He came to our community in 1880 with his par- 
ents, John H. and Ernestina, and his sister, Tillie. The family 
moved to Kansas three years after their arrival. Years later Frede- 
rick returned to our community. Tillie will be remembered by resi- 
dents of our community as the wife of Frank Cerka. 

Frederick married Lena Ott on January 18, 1895. Frederick 
and Lena were the parents of two children. They were Adolph and 
Ktta Borchert Rahfeldt. 

Frederick died on December 31, 1936. Lena is living at Nevada, 
Iowa, mn 1956. 


BOWMAN: 


William A. Bowman came to Zearing after its founding in 
1881. He owned a furniture store in the new town. The store was 
used for Sunday School before the first church building was com- 
pleted. 

William’s brother was prominent in Pennsylvania as the editor 
of a leading church publication. 

William A. Bowman came to Iowa from Pennsylvania. His wife, 
Anne Bare, was from Pennsylvania. 

William and Anne were the parents of eight children. They 
were Hmma, Lizzie, Elnora, Myrtle, George, Ira, Joseph,‘ and 
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Arpbella. Elnora Bowman Reese lived in our community most of 
her life. 
William died on January 12, 1904. Anne died on March 27, 1884. 


BRIERLEY : 


John KE. Brierley was a highly regarded resident of our com- 
munity for fifty-one years. His wife, Alice Johnston Brierley, was 
a member of the pioneer Ambrose Johnston family of our com- 
munity. 

John EK. Brierley, and his mother, Harriet Brierley, came to our 
community from Earlville, Illinois, on March 1, 1900. John mar- 
ried Alice KE. Johnston at Eldora, Iowa, in 1920. 

Harriet died on December 9, 1914. John died on December 12, 
1951. Alice is living in Zearing in 1956. 


BRITTEN: 


Britten is another name that needs no introduction in our com- 
munity. Members of the Britten family have been prominent in 
our community since the 1890’s. 

William Britten was born in Crehenan, Ireland, on August 22, 
1863. He came to the United States in June of 1882. His first home 
in the United States was at DeKalb, Illinois. William married 
Eliza Willey of DeKalb on November 8, 1888. They moved to our 
community in 1889. 

William and Eliza were the parents of three sons. They were 
Maurice, Harry W., and Arthur. Maurice is living in Nevada, Iowa, 
in 1956. Harry W. is living in Zearing. Arthur is deceased. 

William ‘died on August 25, 19382. Eliza died on March 24, 1945. 


BROOKMAN: 


Members of the Brookman family were Zearing business men 
and local farmers for many years. They were respected citizens of 
our community. 

During the 1850’s, a group of pioneers from Pennsylvania set- 
tled near Mount Vernon, Illinois. Among those pioneers were John 
and Nancy Brookman. 

William David Brookman was born near Mount Vernon, Illinois, 
on June 26, 1857. Mary Eliza Rainey was born on September 3, 
1856, in a log cabin located near the Wabash river in Crawford 
county, Illinois. William and Mary Eliza were married near Mount 
Vernon on December 29, 1881. 

William and Mary Eliza were the parents of twelve children. 
Everett died in infancy. The others were Myrtle, Earl, Charles, 
Albert, John, Jesse, Herbert, Walter, Esther, Alice, and Seba. 

William died on October 27, 1929. Mary Eliza died on Sep- 
tember 24, 1927. 
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BROOKS: 


We have very little information about two very prominent early 
residents of Zearing. They were W, H. Brooks and Dr. A. W. 
3rooks. They were not brothers. : 

“WW. H. Brooks: W. H. was a big man. He had red hair and 
ready speech. When he talked everyone knew what he meant. W. H. 
was a merchant. | 

Dr. A. W. Brooks: Dr. A’'W. was a fascinating man. He was 
well educated, had excellent manners, and was a good conver- 
sationalist. He was also a skilled violinist. Dr. Brooks had a daugh- 
ter, Estella. We have no information about the wife of Dr. Brooks.\) 

‘Here i is a clever item announcing the marriage of Estella Brooks 
to Sumner J. Chance. The newspaper made the announcement in 
the following manner. The paper stated that the marriage of Estella 
Brooks and Sumner J. Chance occurred on Christmas eve in 1889. 
She took a Chance. He decided to travel the uneven journey of life 
beside the lovely Brooks. 


BROWN: 


The name Brown was prominent in Lincoln township in the pio- 
neer days of our community. The name Brown was prominent in 
Zearing in the early 1900’s. 

George W. Brown was born in Ohio on August 21, 1832. Eliza 
Jane Bewley was born in Ohio on December 10, 1839. George and 
Kliza Jane were married on December 20, 1857. They moved to our 
community in the 1870’s. 

George and Eliza Jane were the parents of five children. They 
were Lucius Edgar, Horace Elbert, Deloss Emerson, Sherman 
Grant, and Guy Homer. } 

George died on January 25, 1904. Eliza Jane died on October 7 
1913. 

Dr. James A. Brown was born in Belmont county, Ohio. It 
seems he always signed his name as J. A. He was a graduate of 
the State University of Iowa. He was also a Gearicain of the Chicago 
Clinical School. In 1901, Dr. Brown and the State Savings Bank, 
built a brick building on the north side of Main Street in Zearing. 
The building is occupied by the U.S. Post Office and the Tri County 
State Bank in 1956. 

Samantha Hannah Rush was born in Morgan county, Ohio, on 
July 19, 1856. J. A. and Samantha were married in February, 
1877. Their only child, Ethel, died at the age of nine years. The 
family moved to Ames, Iowa, in 1908 or 1909. 

We do not have the date of Dr. J. A. Brown’s death. Samantha 
died on September 21, 1922, at Ames, Iowa. 


* * * * | * 


We have no personal information about George D. Brown. He- 
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was the editor of The Zearing Weekly News. The Brown seinonipas 
Shop was destroyed in the big fire of December, 1907. 


BRYANT: 


Many residents of this community remember the Leonard Cole 
Bryant family. Very few remember the Joseph J. Bryant family. 

Leonard Cole Bryant was born in Kentucky on April 8, 1855. 
Sarah Margaret Logsdon was born in Ohio on September 27, 1845. 
Cole and Sarah were married in 1875. They moved to our com- 
munity in 1883. 

Cole and Sarah were the parents of six children. Emma, George; 
Edgar,;<Davidj-and Oscar are deceased at the time this is written. 
Florence Bryant Hankins is living in Inglewood, California. 

David, the son of Cole, lived in our community for many years. 

David married Ollie Schuler. 

The Joseph J. Bryant family moved to O’Brien county, Iowa, 
before 1900. 

Joseph J. Bryant, a Civil War veteran, was born on October 30, 
1840, in Lewis county, Kentucky. His father, G. W. Bryant, was 
born i in Lewis county in 1811. His mother, Naney Spence, was “born 
in Lewis county in 1812. 

We have the following list of the aeien o Joseph J. Bryant. 
They were William, Ora, “Roy, Frank, Harry, Charles, Ralph, Otto, 
Gertie, and Betsey. The only information we have concerning 
Joseph’s wife came from the obituary of his son, Frank. The obitu- 
ary stated that Frank was born in Marshall county, Iowa, on May 
1, 1872, the son of Joseph and Lucy LaPlant Bryant. 


BUFFINGTON: 


Buffington has been a well known name in our community for 
many years. The first Buffington family came to our community 
in the 1890’s. 

Charles Frank Buffington was born near Rockford, Ulinois, on 
December 24, 1857. Mary Dora Smay was born at Jacksonville, 
Ilinois, on September 5, 1860. Frank and Dora were married on 
September 12, 1882. 

Frank and Dora were the parents of four children. They were 
Charles, Margucrite, Homer, and Joseph. 

Frank died on May ile 1931. Dora died on April 8, 1935. 


Aaron A. Buffineton,was a member of a eetneesd Story county 
family. Aaron A. helped with the construction of the Pollock Block 
in Zearing in 1902. He has been well known in our * community 
since that time. Lx 

Aaron E., the son of Aaron A., operates a Srieic Oil station 
in our community in 1956. Another son, Elmer, is a prominent 


116 Community History, Zeartne, lowa 


farmer at Milledgeville, Illinois. A daughter, Goldie, is living in 
southwest Iowa. A daughter, Pearl, is the wife of Rev. Walter Cerka 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


BUKER: iy J A Anh 


Isaac Buker is listed in Allen’s history of Story County as a 
prominent farmer in Lincoln township during the 1880’s. We have 
very little information about the Buker family. 

Isaac Buker and his wife, Belle, had no children. They moved 
to Earlham, Iowa, from our community. Belle died at Earlham. 

Isaac then married Cora Bolton, the widow of Frank Bolton, 
and they moved to Scotland, South Dakota. 


BULL: 


The Bull family was one of the first families to come to our 
community after 1860. The family came before Lincoln township 
was organized. 

Squire Bull was born in Vermont. He taught school in Indiana. 
He met and married Sarah Beard in Indiana. They moved to Rose- 
ville, Illinois. 

Squire and Sarah moved to Illinois Grove in 1862. They moved 
to our community a year later. The family purchased a log house 
and moved it to the site of their new home. 

Squire and Sarah were the parents of eleven children. Five of 
the children came with the parents to Iowa. They were George, 
Layfette, Lucia, Alice, and Ellenor. 

Delatus, a Civil War veteran and a son of Squire and Sarah, 
came to Iowa after the war to visit his parents. Delatus and George 
went west to work in the gold and silver mines. 

Layfette married Lou Davis. They moved to Nebraska. Lucia 
married a hotel man from Nevada, Iowa. Alice married Charles 
Mills of New Providence, Iowa. Ellenor married John Flower. 
Ellenor lived in Lincoln township until her death in 1948. 

Squire died on August 31, 1890. Sarah died on August 24, 1890. 


BUMP: 


The great, great, grandfather of Clarence Bump of this com- 
munity was a soldier in the American Revolution. John Bump 
of Vermont, a native of Scotland, fought in the American Revo- 
lution. Nore: Clarence Bump died after this family sketch was 
written. He died on September 3, 1955. 

Daniel Bump, a son of John Bump, was born in Vermont in 
1806. Daniel married Lucinda George. 

Martin Van Buren Bump, a son of Daniel and Lucinda, was 
born at Columbus, Ohio, on May 23, 1844. The family moved to 
Mount Vernon, Iowa, in 1854. Martin married Mrs. Hannah Tan- 
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ner Bolton, the daughter of David Tanner, at Mount Vernon in 
1867. They moved to our community in the fall of 1880. 

Martin and Hannah were the parents of four children. They 
were Fred, Edna, Albert, and Milton. 

Martin died on April 1, 1921. A veteran of the Civil War, Mar- 


tin was buried in the Soldiers Home Cemetery at Marshalltown, 


Iowa. We do not have the date of Hannah’s death. 


BUNKER: 


At about 2:30 p. m. on Monday, December 5, 1887, the people 
of Zearing, lowa, were startled by a loud explosion. The boiler in 
the engine room at the Abbott grain elevator had exploded. A large 
section of the boiler was hurled north to the north side of Main 
Street between Center Street and Pine Street. 

Adam kK. Guthrie and Joseph M. Bunker were tying their 
horses to a hitching post at the time of the explosion. The section 
of the boiler struck Joseph M. Bunker and he was instantly killed. 
It also killed one of the horses. The air was filled with bricks, 
mortar, and pieces of boards. Some of the debris fell several blocks 
away. Luckily Adam K. Guthrie was not injured. 

Joseph M. Bunker had lived in Lincoln township for about ten 
years. He was a man who had many friends. Joseph was a fee 
of the Odd Fellows lodge of Zearing. ) 


We do not know where Joseph M. Bunker.was born, As a mat- 


ter of fact we do not have very much personal information about 
him. 


We know that he married Lucinda Bowen Huling. Lucinda had ~ 


a son, Charles A. Huling, by a previous marriage. Charles served 
as the postmaster of the Sunset post office in Lineoln township. 
Lucinda was born on August 25, 1829, in New York. 

We know that Joseph and Lucinda had two daughters. It is 
possible that Henry Bunker, who married Eliza Wickham, was a 
son. We do not know for certain. The daughters were Amelia Bun- 
ker Holcomb and Lucey Bunker McDonald. 

Lucinda and a son, Giles, went to New York to visit the old 
home at Jamestown. We do not know whether the son was a Bunker 
or a Huling. However, Lucinda and Giles died of smallpox at 
Jamestown. They were buried at night. 

Joseph M. Bunker married again after the death of Lucinda. 
The family stone in the local cemetery carries the scuioond E. V., 

wife of J sp M. Bunker, died December 6, see: 


y? wa 7 - 


é BURDICK. 


A number of local residents remember the Burdick family. 
Zenas C. Burdick was a prominent member of the local G.A.R. 

Zenas C. Burdick was born on December 17, 1836, in Erie coun- 
ty, New York. His father was Harris C. Burdick who was born in 
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New York. Sally Churchill was the mother of Zenas. She was born 
in Vermont. ; 

Zenas married Samantha Emma Wright. Samantha Emma was 
born in Illinois. Zenas served with an Illmois regiment during the 
Civil War. 

Zenas and Samantha Emma were the parents of three children. 
They were Leona. M., Harris E., and Zenas C. Jr. 

Zenas died on February 27, 1924, at Rockwell, Iowa. We do not 
have the date of Samantha Emma’s death. 


BURGESS : 


Two highly regarded Burgess families were pioneer residents 
of our community. Chester served as the mayor of Zearing in 1886. 
John Quincy was a prominent farmer in Lincoln township. 

Chester A. Burgess was born in Pennsylvania on April 17, 
1823. As a young man he moved to Manitowoc, Wisconsin. There 
he established a business, built and furnished a home. After com- 
pletion of the home, Chester traveled by boat to Racine, Wisconsin. 


Chester went to the Coplan home in Racine. He found Mr. 
Coplan in the garden planting beans. Chester hold him that he was 
in Racine to marry his daughter, Rachel Ann Coplan. Rachel Ann 

ras born on September 18, 1826, at Racine, Wisconsin. 


Chester and Rachel were charter members of the town of Zear- 
ig, lowa. Chester was a cobbler. 


Chester and Rachel were the parents of five children. They were 
Walter C., William, George, costes Burgess Lukens, and Julia 
Ellen Burgess Townsend. 


In the early 1900’s the Soldiers Home at Marshalltown, Iowa, 
had rooms available for rent to people who were not veterans. 
Chester and Rachel Ann spent their last days there. One night 
Chester died. The next morning Rachel Ann died. 


* %* * ; %* * 


Information about John Quincy, Burgess was difficult to obtain. 
From the information we have we understand that John’s wife was 
named Alice. We also understand that there were no children in 
the family. 

Milton Boster of Maxwell, Iowa, said hae he knew J. Q. and 
Alice. He said that they were fine people. J. Q. was elected to a 
county office and moved from Lincoln township to Nevada, Iowa. 

Ellis Lewis said that J. Q. lived on a farm north of Zearing when 
he was acquainted with him. Ellis said that J. Q. was a handsome 
man. He was quite dignified, rather reserved, and very discreet. 
In facet, according to Ellis, he was so popular that he was elected 
to a county office. 

Alice Burgess was a nice looking lady and very gracious, ac- 
cording to Ellis. 
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BURKE: 


The name Burke was a prominent name in the early school 
records of Lincoln township. However, we do not have much infor- 
mation about the family. 


The third school house built in Lineoln township was located 
in the northwest corner of the SW!4 of Section 21. The area 
is identified in 1956 as Ike’s Grove. Near the school house was a 
log cabin where the Burke family lived. 


Nellie Richardson Lewis Warner said that one of the earliest 
families living near where Zearing was located was the family of 
Ev Burke. Burke had several daughters. Nellie said that the school 
roster in the summer of 1875 contained the names of five pupils. 
Nellie was one of them. Another was Ella Burke. 


Albert F. Rahfeldt said that Burke was discouraged by the 
death of his father in 1872. He did not live in our community very 
long after his father’s death. Albert said that he was almost certain 
that Burke moved his family to the vicinity of Earlville, Illinois. 


A date on the Burke tombstone in the cemetery at Illinois Grove 
points to the arrival of the Burke family in our community during 
the 1860’s. The date of the death of Priscilla, the wife of E. M. 
Burke, is given as March 24, 1866. She was born on September 9, 
1809. 


EK. M. Burke died on May 5, 1872. He was born on February 11, 
1807. 


BURKHART: 


The Burkhart family could be listed as the leading family in 
the early history of Zearing. Every member of the family took a 
leading part in community affairs. John C. was a charter member 
and the first commander of the G.A.R., business man, postmaster, 
and prominent in local government. Anna Albaugh Burkhart was 
a charter member of the Christian Chureh. Charles A. was a prom- 
inent business man and a leader in local government. Hubert E. 
was a Spanish American war veteran and postmaster. Grace was a 
charter member of the Diogenes. Queen helped to organize the 
N.O.C. elub. Jessie was prominent as the wife of James S. Smith. 


John C. Burkhart was born in Cambria county, Pennsylvania, 
in 1833. John C. came to Linn county, Iowa, in 1856. Anna Mary 
Albaugh was born in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, on May 21, 
1840. Her family moved to Linn county, Iowa, in 1846. John C. 
and Anna were married in Linn county in 1858. They moved to 
Zearing, Iowa, in 1882. 


John C. and Anna were the parents of eight children. Three 
died in infancy. The. others were Charles A., Tessie 1 M., Hubert E., 
Grace, and Queen. .” 


John C. died in Jou. ana died on August 30, 1924, 
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CAMERON: 


The Cameron family moved to our community before 1900. 
According to Viola Cameron Golly, a granddaughter of James and 
Mary Ball Cameron, they moved to the Happy Home farm in our 
community. 

Note: The Happy Home farm is located three-quarters of a mile 
north of the southwest corner of Section 11, and one-quarter of a 
mile east. There was a period of time in the early days when no 
one lived there. The house looked forlorn. The yard was hidden by 
big weeds. A practical joker found a Happy Home clothing sign. 
He removed the word clothing from the sign. Then he nailed the 
sign to the front gate. To this day old timers refer to the farm as 
the Happy Home. 

James and Mary Ball Cameron moved their family from 
Mahaska county, Iowa, to our community. They were the parents 
of ten children. The children were Henrietta, Kate, Perry, Vinton, 
David, Garfield, Archibald, William, Margaret, and Osear. 

James and Mary moved to Colorado in 1909. Most of the family 
accompanied them. 

James died in Colorado. Mary died in Washington. 


* * * * * 


Perry Angus Cameron died in our community on September 
14, 1933. He was a local farmer. 

Vinton Cameron was a Zearing business man and town marshal. 
He married Celia Norton of our community. 

David Cameron married Kate Curley. They were the parents 
of Viola Cameron Golly of our community. 

We understand that Garfield Cameron did not accompany the 
family to Colorado. We have no information about him. 


CAMPBELL: 


The Dunean Campbell family was a family of real pioneers. 
Dunean, and his wife, Mary, pioneered in Canada, Iowa, South 
Dakota, and Idaho. Few families can claim so much pioneering. 

From the age of Malcom, as it was recorded in the 1870 census 
of Lincoln township, we can determine that Dunean and Mary must 
have moved their family to our community in 1869. 


1870—Iowa CENSUS 


Dunean Campbell, age 47, born in Scotland. 

Mary, wife, age 40, born in Scotland. 

Children: Peter, age 18, Daniel, age 15, Isabel, age 14, 
Catherine, age 12, Nancy, age 10, Dugald, age 8, John, age 6; 
Neal, age 4, and Malcom, age 2. All of the children listed above 
were born in Canada. 


Descendants state that the family moved to Iowa from Ontario, 
Canada. Children born in Iowa were Douglas, Eldora, Edwin, and 
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Myrtle. The family moved to South Dakota in the 1880’s. The son, 
John, stayed in Lincoln township. He bought the family farm and 
made his permanent home in our community. Later Neal returned 
to Zearing. He established a home here. 


The Campbell family moved to Caldwell, Idaho, from South 
Dakota in December of 1900. Dunean died in Idaho on January 21, 
1903. Mary died on January 25, 1903. According to their descend- 
ants a double funeral service was held. Duncan and Mary are 
buried in the Canyon Hill Cemetery at Caldwell. The two children 
living in 1954 are Eldora Campbell Royce and Myrtle Campbell 
Hultz. 


CARMODY : 


The name Carmody belongs in the early history of our com- 
munity. The direct descendants living in our community in 1955 
have other names. They were girls who are listed under their mar- 
ried names in 1955.  ¢ | 

Charles Carmody was,born in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, on April 
1, 1865. Margaret Maroney was born on March 25, 1861, in England. 
Charles and Margaret were married on February 12, 1890, at 
Nevada, Iowa. 

Charles came to Sherman township, Story county, Iowa, with 
his parents from Forreston, Illinois, in April, 1883. Charles and 
Margaret were the parents of four children. They were John Ps 
Patrick J., Delia H., and Mary K. 

Charles died on June 9, 1921. Margaret died on March 19, 1933. 


* * * * * 


Stephen Carmody was born in Illinois on January 15, 1872. 
Stephen married Catherine Barr at Nevada, Iowa, on February 
21, 1900. 


Stephen and Catherine were the parents of a daughter, Pauline. 
Stephen died on June 21, 1933. Catherine died on August 7, 
53. 


CARVER: 


The Carver family was a prominent family in our community 
in 1878. The family is a prominent family in our community in 


1956. 


James Carver was born in Miami county, Ohio, on March 9, 
1842. James married Fannie Bausor on November 18, 1875, in Will + 
county, Illinois. They moved to our community in 1878. In 1892, 
they moved to Red Lake Falls, Minnesota. 

James and Fannie were the parents of five children. They were 
Sophia, Thomas#Winnie, Jessie, and Vina. Winnie established his 
permanent home in our community. 
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James died on September 29, 1923. Fannie died on July 11, 1936. 
They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 
* * % % * 
Mary Carver, a sister of James, was born in Piqua, Miami coun- 
ty, Ohio, on June 1, 1839. She moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1890. 
Mary died on December 27, 1920. 


Jacob Carver, a brother of James, lived in our community prior 
to 1900. He died on November 16, 1900. Jacob had a daughter, 


Mary. Mary married Eliphalet Oakes. ..\ “@4 ~~! ara AP olen 


* *% * * * 


Sarah Carver McClure and her three daughters, Delight, Cyn- 
thia, and Mary, moved to our community in the early 1880’s. Sarah 
was a sister of James. Delight married John Ufford. Cynthia mar- 
ried William Bausor. Mary married Neal Campbell. , 


IARY : 


Clarence and Levi Carey were Zearing business men in the 
early 1900’s. Dora Lacy Cary of Detroit, Michigan, sent us the story 
of the Clarence Cary family. Hazel Cary Rudig of Welcome, Min- 
nesota, contributed the story of the Levi Cary family. 

Clarence G. Cary was born on October 7, 1872, at State Center, 
Iowa. Clarence married Dora J. Lacey at Illinois Grove, Iowa, on 
November, 27, 1892. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1904. 

Clarence and Dora were the parents of a son, Raymond lL. The 
family moved to a farm in Minnesota in February, 1919. Clarence 
and Dora are living in Detroit, Michigan, in 1955. 

* *% BS * * 

Levi Cary was born in Maine on November 15, 1858. Levi mar- 
ried Ella Snively on October 19, 1887, at State Center, Iowa. They 
moved to a farm in our community in 1893. In 1907, they moved 
to Zearing. After six years in business in Zearing, they moved to 
Welcome, Minnesota. 

Levi and Ella were the parents of five children. They were Alice, 
Hazel, Clifford, and Deda. A daughter died in infaney. Clifford 
was killed in action in France in 1918. He is listed with the Hon- 
ored Dead in our Military History. 

Levi died on July 12, 1947. Ella died on September 4, 1938. 


CERKA: 


Members of the Cerka family have been popular residents of 
our community for many years. They have been good business men 
and farmers. 

Albert Frederick Cerka was born in Manow, Germany, on Sep- 
tember 18, 1844. He came to the United States in 1866. Anna John- 
son was born in Norway on June 1, 1854. She was twenty years 
old when she came to the United States. 
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Albert and Anna were married in 1877 at Clinton, Iowa. They 
lived in Clinton county, Iowa, for eleven years. In 1888, they moved 
to a farm southeast. of Zearing, Towa. ; 

Albert and Anna were the parents of five children. They were 
August, Mayme Cerka Schuler, William, Anna Cerka Lyons, and 
Carrie Cerka Chance. 

Albert died on ee = eee Anna died on April 30, 1932. 

Ri 

John Fred William Cerka was born in Germany on July 17, 
1833. Fredricca Amelia Garris was born in Germany on August 26, 
1835. William and:Fredricea were married on May 3, 1863, in Ger- 
many. They came to Chicago, Illinois, from Germany soon after 
their marriage. In 1869, they moved to Story county, Towa. 

William and Fredricca were the parents of six children. They 
were Fred, Joanna, Frank, Esther, Henry, and Ben. 

s William died on December 26, 1914. Fredricea died on Febru- 
ary 25, 1894. 


CHANCE: 


The name Chance is a well known name in this part of Iowa. 
Members of the Chance family have been active citizens of our 
community for many years. 

Jonathan Chance married Sarah Pope on May 10, 1867, in 
Coshocton county, Ohio. Jonathan was a veteran of the Civil War. 
They moved to our community in 1873. In later years Jonathan 
owned a livery business in Zearing. He was interested in race horses 
and took part in the activities at the Norton race track. 

Jonathan and Sarah were the parents of seven children. They 
were Frank, James, Thomas, John, Jerry, Bertha, and Bessie. 
Bertha Chance Thornton is living in Zearing in 1956. 

Jonathan died on TGs 1, 1917. Sarah died on December 16, 
1931. ‘~N Lo Ke 

* * )* %* %* * 

Thomas P. Chance was born on June 5, 1838. He was a veteran 
of the Civd War. Mary Corbit. was born on January 3, 1844. 
Thomas and Mary were married on July 12, 1865, in Adams town- 
ship, Coshocton county, Ohio. They moved to the Illinois Grove 
community on June 14, 1866. 

Thomas and Mary were the parents of twelve children. They 
were Rosalie, Matilda, Jane, John R., Alonzo H., Nellie, William H.., 
Kate, Almeda, Mary Grace, Thomas B., and Stephen By, 

Thomas and Mary did not establish a permanent home in Lin- 
coln township. Their son, Stephen F., married Ruth Thornton and 
established a permanent home in our community. William H., a 
son of Thomas P., lived in Zearing for several years. 

Thomas Bed on Se ee 25, 1909. Mary died on September 6, 
1902. 


Jonathan and Thomas P. were brothers. Zakariah Chance was a 
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relative of the brothers. Descendants state that Zakariah was either 
a second or third cousin of Jonathan and Thomas_P. 

Zakariah Chance was born on July 28, 1831.-His wife, Amy, 
was born on May 29, 1839. Zakariah and Amy moved to the town 
of Illinois Grove, Iowa, in the late sixties or early seventies. We 
do not have the exact date. They moved to Ames, lowa, from Illi- 
nois Grove. 

Zakariah and Amyxwere the parents of three children. They 
were Edgar; Sumner, and Ella. Sumner and Ella Chance Ufford 
lived in our community. However, Edgar and his wife, Myrtle 
Vanpatter Chance, established a permanent home in this com- 
munity. They moved to Lineoln township in 1895 from Ames. 

Edgar and Myrtle were the parents of five sons. They were 
Emmett, Howard, Donald, Marion C., and Eldon. 

Zakariah died on November 12, 1901. Amy died on July 15, 1914. 


CHANDLER: 


Hartwell P. Chandler Sr. was a well known barber in Story 
county, Iowa, in the early 1900’s. Chan, as he was ealled by his 
friends, had a well equipped barber shop in Zearing. The Zearing 
Enterprise on June 30, 1905, stated that Chan had the only bath 
room in Zearing. The following is a Chan advertisement : 


If you want a pretty face 
Just step into Chandler’s place. 
He will fix you up so nice 
You will never mind the price. 


Hartwell P. Chandler Sr. was born in Ohio on February 7, 

1852. He was a small boy when he came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
~Wwith his parents. Lucey Grout was born in Johnson county, Iowa, 

in 1854. Hartwell Sr. and Lucy were married in Hardin county. 

Hartwell Sr. and Lucy were the parents of nine children. Three 
died in infancy. The others were Edith, Jesse, Margaret, Daisy, 
Hartwell Jr., and Carl. Hartwell Jr. is living in Zearing in 1956. 

Hartwell Sr. married Hulda Marie Coulter Davis on April 28, 
1901, at Story City, lowa. Hulda Marie is listed under the name, 
Davis, in this history. 

Hartwell Sr. died on December 2, 1925. Lucy died in Colorado. 
She is buried in a cemetery located near Pikes Peak. 


CLEMONS: 


The Clemons family lived in our community in the early 1900’s. 
William H. Clemons served the town of Zearing as a town clerk 
for several years. 

William H. Clemons was born at Clemons, Iowa. Mary F. 
Waldie was born at Oregon, Illinois, on August 19, 1868. William 
and Mary were married on August 15, 1886. 
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Willian’ ‘and Mary were the parents of three children. They 
were Roy;. Willam H. Jr., and Bertha. 


William H. died on Tees 30, 1933. Mary died on February 2, 
1935. 


CLIFT: 


There is no doubt that Nathaniel R. Clift was one of the out- 
standing citizens in the history of our community. He was active 
in many local organizations. He was interested in the local schools 
and the local government. 


Nathaniel R. Clift was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 
September 4, 1849. He came to our community in 1867. Fidelia 
Edgett was born in Syracuse, New York, on March 1, 1855. She 
came to our community with her brothers and sisters in 1872. 
Nathaniel and Fidelia were married on May 10, 1874. 

Nathaniel was active in the establishment of the country schools 
before Zearing was founded. Later he served as the ee of 
the school board for a number of years. 

When Zearing was founded, Nathaniel entered the implement 
and grain business. Later he became a banker. He owned the pri- 
vate Farmers Bank in 1888. 

Ray Chft told us that his father was awarded a gold watch for 
writing the most express money orders in the Iowa, Nebraska, North 
and South Dakota district. The popular medium of exchange at 
that time was express money orders. Ray has the watch. 

Nathaniel served as mayor and councilman of Zearing for many 
years. The family was active in church work. Nathaniel was a 
Sunday School superintendent for twenty-two years. 

Nathaniel and Fidelia were the parents of six children. They 
were Guy E., Sidney, Lyle, Ray, Mabel) and Berthay Two of the 
children are living in 1956. They are Bertha of Aledo, Illinois, and 
Ray of Alden, Iowa. Ray is the president of the Alden State Bank. 

Fidelia died on April 7, 1930. Nathaniel died on March 18, 1927. 
Guy EK. Clift, coroner, Polk county, Iowa, died on March 19, 1927, 
one day after his father’s death. 


CLOONEN: 


The Cloonen family was a prominent farm family in our com- 
munity. The family lived for many years on a farm northwest 
of Zearing. 

We do not have much information about David Cloonen. He 
married Alice Welsh at Brimfield, Illinois, on October 10, 1877. 
Alice was born on December 23, 1854, at Maquon, Illinois. They 
moved to our community in 1909. 

David and Alice were the parents of five children. They were 
Catherine, Agatha, A. D., Marie, and Anastasia. | 
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We do not have the date of David’s death. Alice died on April 
17, 1938. 


COOK: 


The two Cook families of our community should be rated high 
on the lst of good citizens and eood, neighbors in the history Ge 
our community. no 


\ 


Kon 
Frank Cook, the son of Rose and” Michael Cook, was born at 
Colo, lowa, on January 29, 1871. Fanny Dean was born at Never- 
sink, New York, on February 16, 1878. Frank and Fanny were 
married on February 20, 1895. They moved to a farm north of 
Zearing, Lowa, in 1906. 


Frank and Fanny were the parents of five children. Dale and 
Gerald live in our community. Gladys Cook Couser and Ivan have 
a Nevada, lowa, address. Eula Cook Feay is a resident of New 
York, New York. 

Frank died on January 4, 1941. Fanny is living in Nevada, 
Iowa, in 1955. 

* % * * * 

Carrol E. Cook was born at Earlville, Illinois, on August 22, 
1859. Carrie E. Wiley was born at Earlville, Illinois, on “August 
10, 1860. They moved to our community on Mareh 1, 1892. 

Carrol and Carrie were the parents of three daughters. They 
were Nina, Lula, and Florence. 

Nina, an 1899 graduate of the high school in Zearing, married 
John Matison of MeCallsburg, lowa. John and Nina moved to 
Karlville, Illinois, in 1907. 

Carrol and Carrie, with the daughters, Lula and Florence, re- 
turned to Earlville in 1901. | . 

Carrol died in 1942. Carrie also died in 1942. 


re 


COUSER: 


Descendants of the pioneer Couser family live in Lincoln town- 
ship in 1956. Members of the Couser family have always been 
interested in the welfare of our community. 

James Burns Couser was born in Adams county, Ohio, on 
December 3, 1845. His father was a native of Ireland. His mother 
was of Scottish descent. James, a veteran of the Civil War, mar- 
ried Rachel Alice Guthrie in Ohio on October 5, 1871. They moved 
to our community in the spring of 1880. 

James and Rachel Alice were very active in chureh work in 
our community. James was a member of the G.A.R. 

James and Rachel Alice were the parents of five sons. They 
were Quinter, Thomas G., Arthur P., Alta A., and Herbert H? 
Arthur P. is living in Zearing in 1956. . 

James died on May 31, 1927. Rachel Alice died on February 24, 
1944. 
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COX: 


The name Cox was a prominent name in our community for 
many years. Descendants of the Cox family are living in our com- 
munity in 1956. 

The original members of the Cox family settled in the Bangor, 
Iowa, community. Several of their sons came to our community at 
a later date. 

William and Emilie Cox were the parents of six children. They 
were EK. J., Minnie A., Samuel G., Walter, Guy, and Claude. 


* * * * * 


Samuel G., the son of William, lived in our community for 
many years. Samuel G. was born in Iowa in 1872. Samuel married 
Mary Thomas, the daughter of Lewis W. and Caroline Roberts 
Thomas, of our community. 

Samuel and Mary were the parents of six children. They were 
Wallace, Orley, Howard, Harland, Delores, and Wilma. Delores 
Cox Herr and Wilma Cox Helland are living in our community 
in 1956. 

Samuel G. died in 1944. Mary is living at Hubbard, Iowa. 


Walter, the son of William, was born in 1874. Walter married 
Elizabeth Boucher of Bangor, Iowa. They were the parents of five 
children. The children were Cleo, Alma Cox Scott, Gladys, Delos, 
and Arthur. Cleo Cox Wickham and Gladys Cox Obenchain are 
living in our community in 1956. 

Walter died on January 26, 1941. Elizabeth is living in Zear- 
ing in 1956. 


CRAFT: 


John E. Craft was mentioned in Allen’s history of Story county 
as a prominent resident of Lineoln township. The Craft family 
has always been a prominent family in our community. 

John EK. Craft was born on January 19, 1845. John married 
Carrie Bell Tremen on November 20, 1873, at Marengo, Illinois. 
They lived near Hampshire, Illinois, for several years after their 
marriage. In the fall of 1879, they moved to our community. 

John and Carrie Bell were the parents of seven children. They 
were Roy, Ira C., Harry H., J. Walter, Grace, R. B. (Bert), and 
Lena. | 

John died on November 2 5, 1932. Carrie Bell died on February 
ae Ave 


CRAIN: 


The Crain family is one of our community’s leading families 
in 1956. We are indebted to Albert W. Crain for the sketch of 
the pioneer Crain family. 
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Ebenezer Crain was born in July, 1819. His wife, Calista, was 
born in March, 1823. We are not certain if we have Calista’s maiden 
name spelled correctly. The name we have is Cobern. It is possible 
the name was Cobert or Colbert. 

We know that Ebenezer and Calista lived in New Hampshire 
after their marriage. They moved to our community in 1876 from 
Wisconsin. Their first home in our community was located near 
the Sunset post office. Later they lived in the Grant Center ¢om- 
munity of Hardin county. 

~ We know that three of their children came to our community 
in 1876. They were Arthur L., Alice, and Albert. A daughter, Julia, 
eame with her husband, John Adams. 

Ebenezer died on February 1, 1905. Calista died on October 16, 
1900. They are buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 

* * * * * 


Arthur L. Crain, the son of Ebenezer, was born on July 13, 
1860, at Winchester, Chesire county, New Hampshire. Arthur 
came to our community in 1876 from Shawano, Wisconsin. Caro- 
line Bailey was born at Iberia, Missouri, on December 31, 1860. 
She came to Iowa with her parents in 1870. Arthur and Caroline 
were married on June 5, 1881. They moved to Hardin county, Iowa, 
in 1890. 

Arthur and Caroline were the parents of five children. They 
were Charles L., Estella A., Hillis H., Albert W., and Jessie V. 

Arthur L. died in March, 1896, at Phillips, Wisconsin. He was 
buried at Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. Caroline died on June 6, 
1931. She was buried in the Hubbard Cemetery, Hubbard, Iowa. 


DAKINS: 


The Dakins family has been one of the leading families in the 
history of our community. The first Dakins came to our community 
in 1868. 

Daniel Dakins was born near Augusta, Ontario, Canada, on 
June 17, 1838. Uncle Daniel, as he was ealled by his neighbors in 
later years, settled in Section 16, Lincoln township, in 1868. He 
lived on his farm until his death on September 23, 1922. 

In 1870, Daniel’s mother and father and two of his sisters came 
to live with him. Elisha Dakins was born in New York in 1813. 
Elisha married Sarah Buker near Augusta, Ontario, Canada. They 
moved to Illinois from Canada. . 

~Elisha and Sarah were the parents of nine children. They were 
Daniel, Soloman, Emma, Lovina, Samuel, Lucey, Sarah Ann, Han- 
nah, and Fordelia) The last four children named died in Canada 
before the family moved to Illinois. Samuel established his perm- 
anent home in Canada. 

When Elisha and Sarah moved to the home of Daniel in our 
community, Emma and Lovina came with them. Lovina married 
Adam K. Guthrie. Emma was Daniel’s housekeeper until her 
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death. Emma was born in Canada on July 7, 1861. She died on 
December 13, 1920. 

Klisha was thrown from a horse. He died as a result of the 
accident. Elisha died on July 21, 1885. Sarah died on October 31, 
1890. Elisha and Sarah are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 

* * PS * * 


Soloman W. Dakins was born in Canada on December 14, 1840. 
Soloman married Kate Cahill in Illinois on February 2, 1870. They 
moved to a farm in Section 16, Lincoln township, in 1870. Kate 
died on May 11, 1881. 

On June 20, 1882, Soloman married Clara Gressley of Colo, 
Iowa. Clara was born at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, on March 13, 1862. 


Soloman and Clara were the parents of two sons. They were 
Manly E. and Howard. Manly E. is a prominent resident of our 
community in 1956. 

Soloman was a leading Lincoln township farmer. He furnished 
the land for the Zearing Cemetery, Soloman died on August 9, 
1889. 

In 1892, Clara married’ Ananias J. Hinecker..They were the 
parents of a daughter. Ananias died in 1935. Clara died on May 
30, 1954. | 


7 


DAVIS: 


The name Davis was a well known name in our community for 
many years. Samuel R. Davis was a member of the G.A.R. 


Samuel R. Davis was born in 1842. We do not have the place | 


of birth. We do know that he served with an Ohio outfit during the 
Civil War. Sarah E. Wright was born on December 22, 1852, near 
Genoa, Illinois. She moved to Clinton, Iowa, in 1868. She met 
Samuel at Clinton. They were married on July 15, 1869. 

Samuel and Sarah were the parents of eleven children. Three 
died in infancy. The others were Roy, Everett, Guy, Arthur, Rose, 
Edith, Maude, and Grace. Roy was a Zearing business man. 

Albert Davis was a half brother to the above list of children. 

Samuel died on October 4, 1918. Sarah died on August 5, 1930. 


* * * * * 


Hulda Marie Coulter was born in North Hampton, Ohio, on 
March 8, 1845. She married John Davis in 1860. John enlisted for 
service in the Civil War and Hulda Marie followed him. She Was 
present when Vicksburg surrendered. a 

John and Hulda Marie were the parents of twenty- HO child 
ren. Five of the children were living when Hulda Marie died on 
November 10, 1923. The living children were William, Dan, Clay, 
‘Harry, and Violet Davis Reed Stone. 

John died in Utah. In 1888, Hulda Marie moved her family to 
Zearing, lowa. Hulda Marie married Hartwell P. Chandler Sr. 
on April 28, 1901, at Story City, Iowa. { 
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DAVISSON: 


The Davisson family was a well known local family. We ean 
also say that the name Davisson is a prominent name in Story 
county, lowa. Lake E. Davisson has served as Story county’s clerk 
of wauae since 1921. He was reelected for another term on Novem- 
ber 2, 1954. 

"He J. Davisson was born at Earlville, Illinois, on April 2 
1869. Grace Eleanor Boozel was born at Earlville, [linois, on 
October 25, 1873. Murlin and Grace were married at Earlville 
on October 30, 1889. 

Murlin and Grace moved to Des Moines, lowa, on March 1, 1896. 
They owned and operated a meat market in the Highland Park 
section of Des Moimes until March 1, 1898. In 1898, the family 
moved to a farm in our community. On Mareh 1 1909, the family 
homesteaded near Faith, South Dakota. They returned to our 
community on Mareh 1, 1914. However, Grace died at Faith, South 
Dakota, on January 27, 1912. 

Murlin engaged in farming in our community until Mareh 1, 
1926. He moved to Chicago, Illinois, in 1926. Murlin died at Chicago 
on July 29, 1947. 

Grace and Murlin were the parents of ten children. They were: 


Hazel Irene, born at Earlville, Illinois, on October 25, 1890. 
Lake Edwin, born at Earlville, on May 23, 1892. 

Gertrude Olive, born at Earlville, on February 4, 1895 (Deceased ) 
Henry Alexander, born at Des Moines, lowa, on Mareh 20, 1897. 
Desdamone Inez, born at Zearing, lowa, on March 26, 18 899. 
Murlin Arthur, born at Zearing, on March 30, 1901. 

Stewart O'Neil, born at Zearing, on February 20, 1903 (Deceased) 
Myrtle Ilda, born at Zearing, on September 22, 1904. 

Pauline Avon, born at Zearing, on July 10, 1905. (Deceased ) 
Grace Eleanor, born at Faith, South Dakota, on January 26, 1912. 


DAWSON: 


Kthan and Jerusha were friendly people. Their home was a 
pleasant place. They were promoters of friendship in our com- 
munity. 


Kthan Dawson was born in McLean county, Illinois, on Febru- 
ary 4, 1856. On October 28, 1888, Ethan married Mrs. Jerusha 
Lay cock Galbreath of Ocoya, Illinois. They moved to our com- 
munity on Mareh 1, 1910. 


Kthan and Jerusha did not have any children. Jerusha was the 
mother of a son, John Galbreath, before her marriage to Ethan. 
Jerusha’s first husband-died soon after their marriage. 


Jerusha was the sister of John K. Laycock. Jerusha is living 
in Marshalltown, lowa, in 1956. Ethan died on September 6, 1922. 
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DEAL: 


The pioneer Deal family came to Marshall county, Iowa, from 
Ohio in October of 1865. Leonard Deal married Maria Newland in 
Mercer county, Ohio, on December 3, 1848. Leonard and Maria 
were the parents of thirteen children. Three died in infancy. The 
others were: 


Sarah Deal Spence John Deal 
Maria Deal Smith J. Wesley Deal 
Rachel Deal Abbott pease . Mack Deal 
Cora Deal Irvine ‘Monroe Deal 
Minerva Deal Stough _/Milton Deal 


Our community ean claim three of the above list of children as 
permanent residents prior to 1910. 

John Deal was born on December 15, 1853, in Mercer county, 
Ohio. Mary Alice Spence was born in Kentucky in 1855. John and 
Mary Alice were married in January of 1874. They moved to our 
community in 1888. 

John and Mary Alice were the parents of four children. They 
were Wesley Allen, Arthur F., Milton Edgar, and Eula Deal 
McBride. 

John died on May 14, 1933. Mary Alice died on April 18, 1925. 


J. Wesley Deal was born on July 29, 1857, in Mercer county, 
Ohio. Wesley married Elizabeth Fenton ath ‘Colo, Ioway_on Novem- 
ber 25, 1880. They moved to our community in the 1880. S. 

Wesley and Elizabeth were the parents of two children. They 
were Jennie May and C. Russell. Wesley served as a Zearing town 
official. The family was active in the Christian Church of Zearing. 

Wesley died on November 18, 1937. Elizabeth died on October 1, 


; 
Milton Deal was born on August 28, 1855, in Mercer county, 
Ohio. He came to our community in 1881. Milton married Effie 
Trego on August 31, 1884, at Keswick, Iowa. 
Milton and Effie were the parents of six children. They were 
wa — Otto; Dora, Ethel, Lila, Orel, and Leon. Milton was one of the 


7° prominent ctuete of ate community during his residence here. 
Milton died on January 22, 1906. Effie died on February 3, 
1915. : 
DEAVER: 


George W. Deaver, local Civil War veteran, was living in 
Tennessee when the war started. George favored the northern cause. 
As a result the Deaver family became very unpopular in their 
neighborhood. George W. left home and joined the northern army. 

We understand that southern sympathizers tried to scare the 
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family into revealing the whereabouts of George W. The family 
had a miserable time during the war. 

We do not have much information about the George W. Deaver 
family. The neighbors ealled his wife, Grandma, and no one re- 
members her real name. George W. had a son, Reuben, and another 
son, George W. Jr. There was also a daughter but we do not have 
her name. id “ * . 


Reuben, the son of George W. Sr., married Lydia Heady at New- 
ton, Illinois, in October, 1883. They moved to Clemons, Iowa, im- 
mediately after the marriage. In 1898, they moved to Zearing, lowa. 

Reuben and Lydia were the parents of four sons. They were 
William T., George W. III, David K., and Reuben Wiley. 

Reuben died on Mareh 12, 1917. Lydia died on February 17, 
1933. 


DELANEY: 


Thomas Delaney was a prominent resident of our community. 
His name appears in the early township school records. He was a 
charter member of the local G.A.R. 

Thomas Delaney, a Civil War veteran, was born in Ohio. He was 
a resident of Illinois when he enlisted for service during the war. 
We have the following record of the family taken from the 1885 
census of Lincoln township, Story county, Iowa. 


Thomas Delaney, age 54, born in Ohio. 
Hannah, wife, age 50, born in Ohio. 
Andrew, age 27, born in Illinois. 
John F., age 24, born in Illinois. 
George D., age 23, born in Illinois. 
Mary, age 20, born in Ohio. 

Sherman, age 18, born in Illinois. 
Minnie, age 15, born in Illinois. 

The Delaney family lived near Tiskilwa, Illinois, before coming 
to lowa. They moved to Marathon, Iowa, in the late 1880’s. Mary 
and Minnie were charter members of the Christian Church in Zear- 
ing in 1887. 

Thomas Delaney is buried at Laurens, Iowa. It is probable that 
Hannah is also buried there. 


DELANO: 


The Delano brothers, Delos and Harry, clerked in Zearing 
stores. They lived in our community during the early 1900’s. 

Delos Delano was born in Marshall county, Lowa, on October 28, 
1880. He married Mae Wilson of Marshall county on June 1, 1904. 
They moved to California in 1910. 

Harry Delano married Nettie Armstrong of our community. 
They also moved to California. 
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DIMMITT: 


Harry T. Dimmitt was a charter member of the Zearing G.A.R. 
He was also a charter member of Pacific Lodge No. 469, A.F.&A.M. 


Henry T. Dimmitt was born in Henry county, Indiana, on 
June 23, 1842. Edith Jay was born in Henry county, Iowa, on 
June 9, 1845. Henry and Edith were married on October 6, 1861. 
They moved to our community in 1879. 


Henry and Edith were the parents of fifteen children. One son 
died in infaney. The others were Rebecea, Nellie, Vanetta Ann, 
William E., Martha Jane, George L., Jemima, Dempsey E., Frank 
L., Fred, Edith E., Ralph A., Grace E., and Marion V. 

Henry died on April 10, 1915. He was buried at Goodland, 
Kansas. Edith died on August 26, 1922. 


DOOL: 


Mary Dool Gardiner and Clarence Omar Dool are prominent 
residents of our community in 1956. Mary and Omar have been 
life long residents of our community. We are grateful for their 
assistance in the assembling of facts for this history. 


Robert A. Dool established a harness and shoe business in Zear- 
ing in 1881. A story taken from an 1883, Nevada, Iowa, newspaper 
gave the following account of Robert’s wedding. It stated that the 
wedding took place at the residence of Cyrus Bishop, near Colo, 
Towa, on October 3, 1883. Robert A. Dool of Zearing married 
Ida M. Bishop of New Albany township. They were married by 
Rev. A. W. Gilchrist. The item commented that the happy couple 
would renew childhood associations having been schoolmates in 
Canada. 

Robert and Ida were the parents of five children. They were 
Mervyn, Mary, Tom, Nettie, and Clarence Omar. 


Robert died on August 1, 1909. Ida died on December 215 1928) 


DRAKE: 


The Drake family lived on a farm in our community prior to 
1900. Juha Drumm Drake was a charter member of the Zearing 
Cemetery Association. 4, Yak 2 |\F20 


Dennis D. Drake was born in, Néw York. Julia Drumm was 
born in New York on January 13> 1832. Dennis and Julia were 
married on July 3, 1852. They moved to Whiteside county, Llinois, 
from New York. In the 1870’s, they moved to Iowa. 


Dennis and Julia were the parents of a daughter, Melissa E. 
Drake Lincoln. 

Dennis died on July 7, 1892. Julia died on May 25, 1899. Dennis 
and Julia are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 
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DUNWOODY : 


The Dunwoody family was originally an Illinois Greve family. 
However, members of many Illinois Grove families became prom- 
inent residents of our community. The Dunwoody family was one 
of those families. 

Grant Dunwoody was born on January 2, 1849, at Peoria, 
Mahaska county, lowa. Mary Lenora Spain was born on April 21, 
1854, at Peoria, Mahaska county, Jowa. Grant and Mary Lenora 
were married on November 17, 1872, at Oskaloosa, Iowa. They 
moved to Illinois Grove in 1908. 

Grant and Mary Lenora were the parents of nine children. 
They were Marion W., Dewey D., Charles L., Otto, Nima, Martin, 
Emma, Lena, and Lela. Lela Dunwoody Adams is living in our 
community in 1956. 

Grant died on April 30, 1913. Mary Lenora died on November 
13, 1919: 


EATWELL: 


The EKatwell family was a highly regarded pioneer family. The 
Katwell farm was located northwest of Zearing, Lowa. 

Albert C. Eatwell was born near Madison, Wisconsin, on June 
6, 1860. He came to our community when he was a young man. 
Huldah Jane Meese was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, 
on April 6, 1865. She came to Iowa with her parents when she was 
three years old. Albert and Huldah were married on February 7, 
1886. 

Albert and Huldah reared a foster daughter, May. May mar- 
ried Guy W. Perisho. 

Albert died in April, 1932. Huldah died on March 26, 1921. 


ELEY: 


George W. Eley was a prominent Lincoln township farmer. 
George served for many years as a Lincoln township trustee. In 
1956, his son, Wilbur C. Eley, is a Lincoln township trustee. 

George W. Eley was born at Mount Vernon, Ohio, in 1868. 
Nora McCormack was born at New Providence, Iowa, in 1872. Her 
parents came to New Providence from Greensburg, Indiana, in 
1870. They were James and Amanda MeLane MeCormack. 


George and Nora were married at Clemons, Iowa, on November 
30, 1893. They moved to our community in 1894. George and Nora 
were the parents of four children. Claude and Lois are deceased. 
Wilbur C. has lived in our community all of his life. Avonelle 
Eley Olson is living at Kanawha, Iowa, in 1956. 

George died in February, 1941. Nora also died in 1941. They 
are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 
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FARBER: 


The Farber family was a prominent pioneer family in the 
Illinois Grove community. Members of the family were prominent 
in our community at a later date. Information for the following 
sketch was received from Elsie Farber Voogd of Nevada, Iowa. 

Henry Farber was born in Germany in 1826. He married Har- 
riet Harris. She was born in Ohio in 1824. 

Henry and Harriet were the parents of Thomas, Everet, Liva 
O., and Frank. 

Henry died in 1913. Harriet died in 1911. 


Liva OQ. was born in Ohio in 1850. He was the son of Henry 
and Harriet. Liva O. was a Zearing business man. Liva O. mar- 
ried Maria Starr in 1872 at Greeley, Iowa. Maria was born in Iowa 
in 1856. 

Floyd, the son of Liva O. and Maria, was also prominent in 
our community. Floyd, 1876-1919, married Grace Burkhart, 1878- 
1949. Grace was the daughter of John C. and Anna Albaugh Burk- 
hart of our community. 

Liva O. died in 1985. He was buried in California. Maria died 
in 1913. She was buried at Greeley, Iowa. 


FINES: 


For many years Jim Fines ran threshing machines and corn 
shellers in our community. He was a familiar figure on the farms 
of this area. , ,A”~| 

James H-Fines was, Darn on December 24, 1874,-in saiiiaainoe 
ton, Illinois. Mary Luella Sparrow was a daughter of Ephraim 
and Jennie Sowers Sparrow of our community. James married Mary 
Luella in Zearing on December 21, 1898. They established their 
home in this community. 

James and Mary Luella were the parents of thirteen children. 
Twelve of the children survived their father. They were Iola, Vera, 
Edna, Goldie, Mable, Harold, Howard, Hazel, Imo, Lucille, Bar- 
bara Jean, and Wanda. 

James was killed on November 18, 1932, while unloading oats 
at Clemons, Iowa. Mary Luella died on May 11, 1949. 


FITCH - 


You will find the name Fitch in many of the records of organi- 
zations and clubs in our community. There is no doubt that the 
family was well known in our community in the 1890’s and early 
1900’s. The family moved to Minnesota. 

Robert A. Fitch was born near Correctionville, Iowa. Sarah 
Ellen McNamee was born on April 20, 1843, at St. Charles, Mis- 
sourl. Robert and Sarah were married on December 4, 1869, near 
Elkport, Iowa. They moved to our community in 1893. 


I er A OE ee en eee 
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Robert and Sarah were the parents of seven children. They were 
Eva L., Alta M., Grip L., Herbert L., Stella J., Victor C., and 
Ernest H. 

Sarah died on June 16, 1923. Robert died on February 4, 1922. 


FLOWER: 


The Flower family was a well known Lincoln township ee 


John Flower was a farmer in our community. | p Me 

John Ellsworth Flower was born in Wisconsin,on December 15, 
1864. Ellenor E. Bull was born near Galesburg, Illinois, on May 13, 
1860. John came to our community in 1890. John and Ellenor were 
married in Lincoln township on June 2, 1892. 

John and Ellenor were the parents ‘of five ahidvens They were 
Constance, Berdine Pearl, Elvin E., Myrtle, and Viola Mae. Con- 
stance Flower Lundin maintains a home in our community in 1956. 

John died on August 16, 19385. Ellenor died on February 16. 
1948. 


FRY: 


Members of the Fry family were Zearing business people for 
many years. They were prominent residents of Zearing, Lowa. 

Edward R. Fry was born on November 11, 1828, at Radnor, 
Delaware county, Pennsylvania. His grandfather, Henry Fry, was 
a native of Germany. Fanny H. Clift was born at Bath, England, 
on July 15, 1839. She came to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with 
her parents at the age of three. Edward and Fanny were married 
at Rosemont, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, on April 30, 1869. 
They moved to Zearinge, lowa, in 1888. 

Edward and Fanny were the parents of two children. They 
were Anna KE. and Nathan C. Anna E. was the cashier of the 
Farmers Bank of Zearing for many years. Anna EK. died on Novem- 
ber 18, 1954. Nathan C. is living at Nevada, Iowa, in 1956. 


Edward died on June 19, 1923. Fanny died on March 21, 1918. 


oh 


GALBREATH: 7Zenrk.€ o It 


The Galbreath family was one of the leading families in Lin- | 


coln township during the early 1900’s. The Galbreath family moved 
to Blue Earth, Minnesota, in March, 1918. 

William Galbreath was born near Wenona, Illinois, in 1852. 
Emily Powell was born near Weston, Illinois, in 1859. William 
and Emily were married at Weston, Illinois, on November 24, 1880. 
They moved to our community in 1902. 

William and Emily were the parents of five children. They were 
Myrtle Galbreath Golly, Delbert, Lela Galbreath Madison, Orlo, 
and Glenn. Lela Galbreath Madison is living in Zearing in 1956. 
She is the wife of Ingvald S. Madison, loeal storekeeper. 

William died in November, 1929. Emily died in August, 1937. 


LOS a 
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GATES: 


Norman J. Gates was a local Civil War veteran. The family 
lived in our community several years. | 


Norman J. Gates was born in 1845, We do not have the place 
of birth. However, Norman was a resident of Illinois when he 
entered the service during the Civil War. Marrilla Jane Gates was 
born on May 20, 1850, in Stephenson county, Illinois. We are not 
certain if the obituary meant to imply that her maiden name was 
Gates. Norman and Marrilla were married in Stephenson county, 
Illinois, in 1868. 

Norman and Marrilla were the parents of eight children. We 
have the names of five of the children. They were Mary; Sadiey)" 
Fred, Earl, and Martin\ 

Norman died in 1903. Marrilla died on April 21, 1931. 


GOEHRING: 


The name listed on the local G.A.R. records is Christian Goeh- 
ring. You will note that there was much disagreement in regard 
to the spelling of the name. He signed his name as Chritian Goeh- 
ring, according to his granddaughter, Mrs. Roy Pevehouse of 
Union, Iowa. 

Chritian Goehring, 1834-1899, was born in Hesse, Germany. 
He was a cabinet maker, mechanic, and farmer. He came to the 
United States in 1850. Chritian was married in Buffalo, New York, 
to Regina Fredericka Straub, 1833-1918. She was born in Wurttem- 
berg, Germany. 


ARMY RECORDS: The records of this office show that one 
Chritian Gohring, surname also found as Ghoring but not as 
Goehring, age twenty-eight years, born in Germany, and by ocecu- 
pation a mechanic, was enrolled in the Army on August 27, 1861, 
at Morris, Illinois. 

Chritian and Regina Fredericka are buried in the Forest Lawn 
Cemetery at Omaha, Nebraska. 


GOGERTY : 


Members of the Gogerty family were pioneers in the Bivens 
Grove community in Marshall county, Iowa. They were also pio- 
neers in southern Hardin county, Iowa. 

David M. Gogerty was born at Altoona, Pennsylvania, on Sep- 
tember 8, 1861. Mary Elizabeth Hagegin was born at Yankton, South 
Dakota, on April 4, 1868. David and Elizabeth were married on 
September 8, 1886. They moved to our community in 1892. 

David and Elizabeth were the parents of eight children. They 
were Martha, William, Myrtle, Eliza Jane, Claude, Lily Catherine, 
Bessie, and Bernard Richard. 


1 4 
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David died on April 22, 1942. Elizabeth died on November 8, 
1943. 

* * % * % 

William H. Gogerty was born on June 20, 1863, at Bivens 
Grove, Marshall county, Iowa. William married Eliza Jane Hagein 
in 1885. They moved te our community in: 1890. 

William and Jane were the parents of nine children. They were 
Richard A. (Berry), David, John, Henry, Edith, Grace, Ida, 
Cecile, and Nellie. 

William died -on April 2, 1952. Jane died on December 8, 1955. 

" eer 
GOLLY c ¥ 

William H. Golly lived in our community for seventy-eight 
years. He was one of the leading citizens in the history of our ¢om- 
munity. William was a pioneer teacher, pioneer insurance man, 
pioneer Mason, farmer, and banker. 

John M. Golly was mentioned in the 1890 history of Story coun- 
ty as one of Lincoln township’s leading farmers and stockmen. 

Their father, John §. Golly, was a pioneer farmer and _ hotel 
owner. 

Andrew Golly was born in County Tyrone, Ireland. Andrew 
and his two brothers, Joseph and John, were among the early set- 
tlers of Oneida county, New York. 

Andrew married Lilly Seott. Lilly was also a native of County 
Tyrone, Ireland. Andrew and Lilly were the parents of nine ehild- 
ren. One of their children was John S. Golly. 

John §. Golly was born in New York in 1821. John S. married 
Catherine Logan. She was a native of New York. 

John S. and Catherine were the parents of three children. They 
were William H., Lilias, and Mary J.,Catherine and the two daugh- 
ters died in Illinois in 1850. 

John S., and the son, William H., returned to New York after 
the family deaths. In January of 1854, John S. married Eliza J. 
Mitchell of New York state. John 8. and Eliza were the parents of 
a son, John M. He was born in Oneida county, New York, in 1855. 

John S. and Eliza, accompanied by the two boys, William H. 
and John M., came to our community in December, 1864. They 
settled on the SE14 of Seetion 15. 

John §. died on October 1, 1918. Eliza died on January 1, 1929. 


* * * * * 


William H. Golly, the son of John S. and Catherine. was 
eighteen when he came to this community in 1864. He was born in 
Oneida county, New York, on October 25, 1846. William H. mar- 
ried Jane Perry on November 18, 1869. Jane was a native of Ene- 
land. She was the daughter of William and Mary Menhennet Perry. 

William H. and Jane were the parents of ten children. They 
were Fred H., Lillian, M. Myrtle, Claude E., Clarence Ray, Walter 
S., William H. Jr., Catherine, Perry, and Russell L. 
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None of the children live in this community in 1956. Russell L. 
Golly has been the Story county treasurer since 1944. He was re- 
elected on November 2, 1954. Russell lives at Nevada, Iowa. Cathe- 
rine Golly Jessen lives at Story City, Iowa. 

William H. died on February 22, 1942. Jane died on February 
erLotD: 

* * * * * 

John M., the son of John S. and Eliza, was born in New York 
in 1855. On February 22, 1876, John M. married Lucy Spohr. 
Lucey was the daughter of Frederick and Lucinda Piper Spohr, 
natives of Germany. 


Nore: After the death of Frederick Spohr, Lucinda Piper 
Spohr married Charles Helwig, local pioneer. 


John M. and Luey were the parents of eight children. They were 
Klizabeth, Gertrude, Guy, John R.,) Fred E., Edna, Leona, and 
Ernest. Two of the children are living in our community in 1956. 
They are Gertrude Golly Davis Young and John R. Golly. 


John M. died on December 8, 1903. ey died on aa 26, 1921. 


Robert Golly (Unele Bob), was a brother of ae S. He was 
a batehelor. Unele Bob ran a livery stable in Zearing for. several 
years. 

Hugh Golly was a cousin of Robert and John 8. Hugh was 
born-on May 12, 1825. Luraney Shrill Grandy was born on October 
28, 1832, in Middlebury, Addison county, Vermont. Hugh and 
Luraney were married in Cook county, Illinois, on December 15, 
1850. Hugh was a farmer in our community. 


Hugh and Lurancy were the parents of eleven children. They 
were Newal, Sarah, Frank, Alice,d4lizabeth, William, Lilly, Arthur, 
Mary, Jessa, and Lurancy. 

Hugh died on January 19, 1895. Luraney died on July 24, 1906. 


GRANDY: 


The Grandy family ean be listed with the charter members of 
Zearing, Iowa. In facet, several members of the family arrived in 
our community before Zearing was founded. George Henry Grandy 
Sr. came to the John §. Golly home in Lincoln township in 1876. 
H»’ Alexander Grandy came to our community with his father, 
John Ira, and his half sister, Mary Elizabeth, in 1880. The trip 
in 1880 was made by ox team and covered wagon. The Grandy 
home was the third house built in Zearing, Iowa. 

John Ira Grandy was born on June 20, 1826, at Middlebury, 
Addison county, Vermont. John Ira mar ried Rachel Blank at St. 
Charles, Illinois. 

J ohn Ira and Rachel were the parents of three children. Théy 
were Mary Elizabeth, John, and Elvina. 
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After the death of Rachel, John Ira married Mary Jane Golly 
at St. Charles, Illinois. John Ira and Mary Jane were the parents 
of four children. They were George Sr., H. Alexander, Henryetta, 
and Anna. Mary Jane died at St. Charles, Illinois, on April 16, 
1863. 

John Ira married Mary Amanda Cole for his third wife. John 
Ira and Amanda were the parents of six children. They were Wil- 
liam, James, Samuel, Katie, Frank, and Rosa. 

John Ira died at Zearing, lowa, in September, 1903. 


* * * * * 


H. Alexander Grandy, the son of John Ira and Mary Jane 
Golly Grandy, was born on May 20, 1862, near St. Charles, Illinois. 
Leafa Dell Lang was born at Volney, Iowa, on February 19, 1881. 
H. Alexander and Leafa Dell were married on September 23, 1897, 
at Waukon, Iowa. H. Alexander worked at the mason trade in our 
community in later years. He was also a well digger. 

H. Alexander and Leafa Dell were the parents of five children. 
They were Zoe, Hugh, George Jr., Elizabeth, and Leafa Belle. 

H Alexander died on October 21, 1948. Leafa Dell is hving in 
Zearing, Iowa, in 1956. 

* % * % * 


George Henry Grandy Sr. was born near St. Charles, Illinois, 
on March 12, 1860. George was the eldest son of John Ira and Mary 
Jane Golly Grandy. He was a batchelor. 

George was a member of Pacific Lodge No. 469, A. F. & A. M. 
at the time of his death. He became a member of the lodge on 
December 13, 1895. He united with the church when meetings were 
held at the Wickham school house. George was a carpenter. He 
died on November 10, 1931. 

* * * * * 

Mary Elizabeth Grandy, the daughter of John Ira and Rachel 
Blank Grandy, was born near St. Charles, Illinois, on December 17, 
1853. Mary Elizabeth married John McClain. We have little infor- 
mation about John. He was born in Nova Seotia, Canada, and died 
in Missouri. John was the first marshal in the incorporated town of 
Zearing, Lowa. 

John and Mary Elizabeth were the parents of a son, John. The 
son died many years ago. Mary Elizabeth died on January 9, 1939. 


GREENBERG: 


The Greenberg family was a well known Zearing family dur- 
ing the early 1900’s. Carl Greenberg was a Zearing blacksmith and 
shoe repair man for many years. 

Carl Greenberg was born at Stettin, Germany, on October 18, 
1848. Emma Paul was born on February 20, 1858, in Richtenberg, 
Germany. Carl and Emma were married at Richtenberg on June 
21, 1878. In 1881, they moved to Arlington Heights, Illinois. In 
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1882, they moved to State Center, Iowa. Carl became a citizen of 
the United States on October 20, 1885. The family moved to Zear- 
ing, Iowa, in 1894. 

Carl and Emma were the parents of seven children. Four died 
in infaney. The others were Anna, Emma, and Minnie. 

Carl died on December 26, 1936. Emma died on October 26, 1927. 


GRIFFITH: 


Although I was very young at the time I can remember Walter 
S. Griffith. His work fascinated me. He would drive up to our 
farm gate in his spring wagon, give me a hearty greeting, and climb 
our windmill without hesitation. 

Walter S. Griffith was born on April 15, 1870, at Lowell, Iowa. 
Mary A. Redfern was born on December 15, 1873, at Martinsburg, 
Iowa. Walter and Mary were married on December 19, 1890, at 
Ottumwa, Iowa. They farmed near Martinsburg until the spring 
of 1902. On March 5, 1902, they moved to Zearing, Iowa. 

Walter’s first job in our community was carpenter work with 
Frank and Claude Reed. In 1903, he worked for Nathaniel R. Clift 
in the hardware and elevator business. When the Haase brothers 
bought the elevator business he continued to work for them. In 
1905, Walter was working for Esau Allen and his son, Cressie, in 
the hardware, bump, and windmill business. In later years, Walter 
had his own pump and windmill business. 

The Griffith family moved to New London, Iowa, from Zearing. 
Walter and Mary were the parents of three daughters. They were 
Myrtle Griffith Crain and Mae Griffith Allen of Zearing, and 
Goldie Griffith Hanson of Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin. 

Walter died on March 30, 1954. Mary is living in Wisconsin in 
1955. 


GRIMES: 


When I was a very small boy, Bert Grimes gave me a collie 
puppy named Teddy. The puppy and I grew up together. I had 
the dog for many years. Naturally I shall always have a high regard 
for the Grimes family. 

Reuben Shipley Grimes was born on January 29, 1847. Clara 
Arilla Axline was born on January 6, 1853, in or near Zanesville, 
Ohio. Reuben and Clara were married on August 31, 1871, at 
Wenona, Illinois. | 

Reuben and Clara lived on a farm near Wenona until 1900. 
They moved to our community in 1900. In 1902, they moved to 
Zearing where Reuben operated a livery stable. The family moved 
to Minnesota in 1911. They moved from Winnebago, Minnesota, to 
Marshalltown, Iowa, in 1920. 

Reuben and Clara were the parents of two sons. Clarence Bert 
Grimes was born at Wenona, Illinois, on November 10, 1881. Bert 
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died on July 13, 1945, at Marshalltown, Iowa. Harry Orval Grimes 
was born at Wenona, Illinois, on June 4, 1874. Harry is living at 
Hemet, California, in 1954. 

Reuben died on October 29, 1945. Clara died on August 15, 
1936. Reuben and Clara are buried at Marshalltown, Iowa. 


GRIMM : 


An incident that happened in 1904 could have prevented the 
writing of this history. August Louis Grimm was traveling to 
Eldora, Iowa, from Lincoln township, Story county, via horse and 
buggy. He was on his way to meet Elsie Viola Shultz of Hubbard, 
Iowa. One of the reasons for the meeting in Eldora was to obtain 
a marriage license. Louis became lost in a snow storm near Union, 
Iowa. Fortunately a good samaritan happened by and gave Louis 
the correct directions. One never knows what could happen to a 
prospective wedding if a prospective bride is kept waiting too long. 

Claus Henry Grimm was born on December 28, 1821, in Ger- 
many. Catherine Marie Schlichting was born on December 18, 1820, 
in Germany. Claus and Catherine were married in Germany. They 
lived near Hamburg before coming to the United States. They 
arrived in New York on July 6, 1857. 


Catherine and Claus lived at Davenport, Iowa, in Louisa coun- 
ty, Iowa, and near Nevada, Iowa, before buying land in Section 
11, Lincoln township. They moved to our community in the spring 
of 1891. 

Family sourees state that there were four children in the family. 
It is said that a little girl named Emma, and a baby died in Ger- 
many. The other children were August Henry and Carrie Grimm 
Stahley. 

Claus died on Mareh 26, 1892. Catherine died on November 7 
1892. They were buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


August Henry Grimm, the son of Claus and Catherine, was 
born in Germany on September 12, 1849. Matilda Stoltenberg was 
born on August 18, 1855, while her parents were crossing the’ At- 
lantic ocean from Holstein province, Germany. 

August Henry and Matilda were married on October 21, 1878, 
in Louisa county, Iowa. They moved to Section 14, Lincoln. town- 
ship, in the spring of 1891. 


August Henry and Matilda were the parents of six cialaien: 
Emma died when she was a little oirl. She is buried at Nevada, 
Iowa. August Louis and Malinda Grimm Wolford established per- 
manent homes in Lincoln township. Clara Grimm is living at Des 
Moines, Iowa, in 1956. Florence Grimm Bell died at Salina’: Cali- 
fornia, in 1956. Marie Grimm Moore Estes is living at rainlene, 
Texas, in 1956. 
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August Henry died on April 2, 1922. Matilda died on December 
10, 1906. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


* %* %* * %* 


The following sketch will help to identify the writer of this 
history. 

August Louis Grimm was born on June 4, 1875, on a farm north 
of Nevada, lowa. He came to Lincoln township with his parents 
in the spring of 1891. Elsie Viola Shultz was born near Ridott, 
Illinois, on December 3, 1876. She was the daughter of Benjamin 
and Susanna Bittner Shultz. The Shultz family came from Pennsyl- 
vania to Wisconsin, Wisconsin to Illinois, and from Illinois to a 
farm southwest of Hubbard, Iowa. They moved to the farm in 
Hardin county in the 1880’s. 

August Louis and Elsie were married at Hubbard, Iowa, on 
February 17, 1904. They were the parents of a son, Donald dis Be 
born on July 31, 1907, near Zearing, Iowa. Donald. EL, married 
Kmelie Hanson of Roland, lowa, on October 17, 1938, at Jackson, 
Minnesota. 

A sister of Elsie, Nellie M. Shultz, lived with the family for 
many years. 

August Louis died on August 13, 1947. Elsie died on May 2, 
1936. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


GUTHRIE: 


The Guthrie family came from Adams county, Ohio. Guthrie 
was a well known pioneer name in our community. Effie Guthrie . 
Craft, who is living in Zearing, Iowa, in 1956, was born in a log 
cabin in Lineoln township on November 11, 1876. She was born 
while the John H. Guthrie family was visiting the Adam K. 
Guthrie family. 

Adam K. Guthrie came to Lincoln cesta prior to 1874. We 
know that is true because Adam and Daniel Dakins built a school 
house in Illinois Grove in 1874. Adam was a farmer and a ear- 
penter. 

Adam married Lovina Dakins of Lincoln township on Febru- 
ary 18, 1876. They were the parents of seven children. The children 
were Rebecca, Henry A., Benjamin H., Soloman W., Mable, Alice, 
and Anna. 

Adam died on August 8, 1917. Lovina died on January 16, 1922. 

John H. Guthrie married Mary Minerva Williams in Adams 
county, Ohio, on April 18, 1872. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 
1883. John was a earpenter. 

John and Minerva were the ‘parents of seven children. They 
were Maggie, Effie, Floyd, Ollie, Orville, George, and Pearl. 

John died on ‘March yA 1896. Mary. Minerva died on March 20, 
1935. ( 
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HAGGIN: 


The Haggin family lived in the Indian territory of South 
Dakota. After some exciting experiences there, they moved to Lowa. 

Osborn Francis Haggin married Martha Martin in 1864. 
Martha was born in Kentucky on December 6, 1846. 

O. F. and Martha were the parents of nine children. Two in- 
fants died in South Dakota. One infant died at Union, Iowa. The 
others were Mary Elizabeth, Eliza Jane, Leason, Lottie, Frank, 
and Rose. Lottie. Haggin Snyder is living in Zearing in 1956. Mary 
Elizabeth Haggin Gogerty and Eliza Jane Haggin Gogerty lived 
in our community for many years. 

O. F. died in January, 1910. Martha died on October 12, 1925. 


HAMILTON: 


Montgomery Hamilton was a charter member of the Zearing 
G.A.R. However, no one remembers the Hamilton family. 

Montgomery Hamilton was born at Bedford) (Pennsylvania, on 
January 27, 1833. Hanna R. Sarvor was also borh i in Pennsylvania. 
Montgomery and Hanna were married on February 28, 1856, at 
Pecatonica, Illinois. They lived in our community in the early 
1880’s. 

Montgomery and Hanna were the parents of two sons. They 
were Albert and Frank. 

Montgomery died on October 23, 1897. Hanna died on January 
21, 1937 


HANKEY: 


Charles E. Hankey lived on a farm on the county line north of 
Zearing, lowa, for forty-two years. He moved to the farm in 1892. 

Charles EK. Hankey was born in Frederick, Maryland, on Janu- 
ary 4, 1858. He came to Iowa from Illinois when he was nineteen 
years of age. 

Charles married Anna Martin of Colo, Iowa, in 1887. Charles 
and Anna did not have any children. ag, 

Charles died on March 9, 1934. Anna died Eoearkl years later 
but we do not have the date. They are buried at Colo, Iowa. 


HAVELICK: 


Fred C. Havelick was with the Canadian army in World War I. 
He sailed for France in 1914. In a letter dated January 4, 1918, 
Fred stated that he had been awarded a medal for bravery on the 
battle field. It was awarded to Fred by the King. 

Wenzel Charles Havelick was born at New Prague, Minnesota, 
on September 1, 1863. Cora Adel Blodgett was born at Red Wing, 
Minnesota, on August 27, 1869. 
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Wenzel and Cora were the parents of nine children. They were 
Louis F., Fred C., Mary Havelick Golly, Hazel Havelick Armstrong, 
Lillian Havelick Gard, Dorothy M., Homer F., Arthur C., and 
Phyllis Havelick Olsen. 

Wenzel died on July 24, 1936. Cora died on December 25, 1936. 


HEFLEY : 


The Hefley family lived on a farm west of Zearing for many 
years. They were highly regarded residents of our community. | 

Aaron Hefley, the son of Robert and Evelyn Hefley> was born 
in Story county, Iowa, on February 27, 1880. Aaron was very 
young when his parents died. He was reared by an aunt./ Libbie 
_K. Bartlett was a member of the Bartlett family of our community. 
Aaron and Libbie were married in 1905. They had no ehildren. 

Aaron was a member of the first graduating class of the high 
school at Colo, lowa. He spent most of his later years farming near 
Zearing. TI ae 

Aaron died on January 10, 1955. Libbie is living at Nevada, 
Iowa, in 1955. s 


~ 


HELSON: 


The Helson family was a prominent family in the history of 
our community. The family settled in our community before 1900. 

Richard John Helson was born on September 12, 1851, at 
Sycamore, De Kalb county, Illinois. Phebe K. Richardson was born 
on December 15, 1853, at Richardson, Kane county, Illinois. 
Richard John and Phebe were married on December 25, 1873, at 
Sycamore, Illinois. They moved to our community in Mareh, 1890. 

Richard John and Phebe were the parents of four children. 
They were Carrie K. Shaw, Alice M, Marshall, Ruby M. Lindquist, 
and Jay H. Helson. 2 Gc Jac 

Richard John died on October 25, 1924. Phebe died on Febru- 
ary 13, 1952. 


HELWIG: 


The Helwig family lived in our community prior to the 1870 
census. The family is listed in the 1870 census as follows: 
Charles Helwig, born Hesse, Germany. 
Lucinda, wife, born Hannover, Germany. 
Frank, son, born in Illinois. 
Also the stepchildren of Charles: 
William Spohr 
Sophia Spohr 
Lucey Spohr 


Charles Helwig was born in 1833 in Hesse, Germany. He came 
to Keosauqua, Iowa, from Germany. He worked as a tinsmith in 
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Keosauqua until the Civil War. Charles served in the infantry 
during the war. In 1867, Charles married Lucinda Piper Spohr at 
Galena, Illinois. Lucinda was the widow of Frederick Spohr. 

Charles worked as a tinner at Nevada, Iowa, for some time. 
He bought land in our community in 1868. 

Charles and Lucinda were the parents of three sons. They were 
Frank, Fred, and Henry. Lucinda died on August 8, 1880. She is 
buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 

Charles moved to Marietta, Minnesota, in 1904. He died on 
November 7, 1914. Charles is buried in the Augusta Cemetery at 
Marietta. 


HERR: 


It is a pleasure to report that the two original members of 
the Herr family are living and active in 1956. The Herr family 
has been one of the leading families in our community since 1902. 

Louis P. Herr married Minnie Mayne on February 3, 1898, at. 
the country home of the bride’s parents near EK] Paso, Illinois. 
Louis and Minnie moved to our community in 1902. 


Louis and Minnie were the parents of six children. They were 
Mayne, Zelma, George, Huberta, Robert, and Relda. 

The Herr family has always been active in community and 
ehureh work. Louis and Minnie are living in Zearing in 1956. 


HIGGASON: 


The Higeason family was a prominent Zearing family in the 
early 1900’s. Wallace B. Higgason was a veterinarian in our ¢om- 
munity. 

Wallace Bruce Higgason and Josephine Dinsmore were married 
at Fremont, Iowa, on June 25, 1880. 

Wallace and Josephine were the parents of five children. They 
were Ina, Orpha, William, Walter, and Hazel. 

Ina Higgason Allen is living at Marion, Iowa, in 1955. Orpha 
Higgason Ruxton is a resident of our community. William is de- 
ceased. Walter lives at Amarillo, Texas. Hazel Higgason Seubert 
is a resident of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 


HINECKER: 


Lucian Hinecker of Marshalltown, Iowa, sent us the information 
for the pioneer Hinecker family. Lucian is a grandson of George 
and Catherine Hinecker. 

George Hinecker was born on June 7, 1846, in Henry county, 
Indiana. Catherine Williams was born at Huntsville, Indiana. 
George and Catherine were married at Huntsville in 1870. They 
moved to our community a few years after the marriage. 
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George and Catherine were the parents of six children. They 
were Ananias, Fred, Cash, Lafe, Clara, and Lena. 
George died'in 1932. Catherine died in 1922. 


The Hix brothers, Albert D. and Walter D., were pioneer 
business men of Zearing, Iowa. Albert D. was a Zearing postmaster 
and storekeeper. Walter D. owned and operated a grocery and 
fruit store. 

Albert D. Hix was born at Sycamore, Illinois, on May 27,1862. 
He came to Story county, Iowa, with his parents in 1872. Cora 
Smith was born on April 7, 1872.’ Bert came to Zearing in the 
1880’s to accept the appointment as postmaster. Bert and Cora 
were married on February 221891. 

Bert and Cora were the parents of three children. They were 
Seymour R., Lee, and Elsie. 

Bert died on August 23, 1946. Cora died on October 28, 1954. 

Walter D. Hix was born on September 17, 1857, at Sycamore, 
Illnois. He came to Story county in 1872. Emily G. Tight was 
born in Illinois Grove, Marshall county, Iowa, on December 1, 1867. 
Walter and Emily were married on July 4, 1885, at State Center, 
Iowa. They established their home in Zearing where they owned 
and operated a grocery and fruit store. 

Walter and Emily were the parents of five children. Two died 
in infancy. The others were Luther, George, and Florence Hix 
Lightfoot. 

Walter died on January 20, 1943. Emily died on January 10, 
1935. | ; j 


HOBERLAND: 


The name Hoberland needs no introduction in this community. 
It has been a well known name in our community since the 1880’s. 

Henry Hoberland, the son of Christian and Henrietta Hober- 
land, was born on May 5, 1863, at Somonauk, Illinois. Henry came 
to this community with his parents in 1880. Elva Edith Sparrow, 
the daughter of Ephriam and Jennie Sowers Sparrow, was born 
on March 17, 1867, at Sycamore, Illinois. She came to this com- 
munity with her parents in 1873. Henry and Elva Edith were 
married on April 7, 1886. 

Henry was an assessor in our community for twenty-eight years. 
He served as a town official in Zearing for a number of years. 
Henry and Elva were active members of the Evangelical Church 
in Zearing. 

Henry and Elva were the parents of two children. Ilo Hober- 
land Holveck died in 1932. John died on September 26, 1954. 
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Henry died on June 28, 1944. Elva Edith died on February 22, 
1949. 


HOLCOMB: 


Members of the Holeomb family came to Iowa from Ohio in 
covered wagons. They were among the first settlers in our com- 
munity. 

Homer Holeomb was born in Hartford, Connecticut, on June 2, 
1814. He moved to Ohio in 1838. Ellen Foster was born near Otsego,” 


Ohio, on October 15, 1823. We do not have the date of the marriage © Y 


of Homer and Ellen. They moved to Illinois Grove in 1868. They 
moved to Lineoln township several years later. 

Homer and Ellen were the parents of nine children. They were 
James, Charles, Smiley, John, Henry, Ann, Harriet, Claria, and 
William !< 

James was a local Civil War veteran. William established a 
permanent home in this community. Harriet was the wife of Edgar 
D. Reed. John was ealled ‘‘ Little John,’’ to avoid confusion. His 
cousin was also named John. The cousin was ealled ‘‘ Big John.’’ 

Homer died on January 21, 1901. Ellen died on April 15, 1890. 


aD at Me ie. 
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We do not have complete information about the William Hol- 
comb Sr. family. William was the brother of Homer. William mar- 
ried Lydia Bainter in Ohio. They moved to Illinois Grove in 1855. 

William and Lydia were the parents of fourteen children. We 
have the names of seven of the children. They were George, John, 
Garry, Fremont, Barton, Electa, and Julia. 

William died on September 22, 1882. Lydia died on April 12, 
1886. 


HORST: 


Jacob S. Horst was a farmer and banker in our community. 
He was a prominent resident of Story county before he moved to 
his farm in our community in 1890, 

Jacob S. Horst was born in Boers mnia-on November 6, 1852 
He was the son of Christian and Lydia Horst. The family moved $ 
to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, when he was a small boy. Later they 
moved to Polo, Illinois. 

Jacob married Florence Welty of Story county, Iowa, on 
November 7, 1875. Jacob and Florence had a son, Daniel. Daniel 
died in May, 1927. Florence died on May 10, 1896. 

On September 15, 1897, Jacob married Mary Belle Shaw of 
our community. Jacob and Belle were the parents of two children. 
They were John 8. and Anna Ailene. 

Jacob died on December 4, 1934. Belle is living at Iowa City, 
Iowa, in 1955. 


Q 
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HOYT: 


Edwin 8. Hoyt lived in our community for ten years. However, 
his genial nature left an impression in our community. Records 
are in existence which refer to the genial Mr. Hoyt. 

Edwin 8. Hoyt was born in Elburn, Illinois, on January 2, 1859. 
On March 4, 1886, Edwin married Annie Hoyt of Kaneville, 
Illinois. We are convinced from the records that Annie’s maiden 
name was Hoyt. They moved to our community in 1890. 

Edwin and Annie were the parents of two children. They were 
Gertrude and Sylvester. 

Edwin died in 1926 at Elburn, Illinois. We do not have the date 
of Annie’s death. 


HULING: 


Charles A. Huling lived in Lincoln township before his mar- 
riage in 1881. He was the postmaster of the Sunset post office in 
1880. 

Charles A. Huling was born on May 5, 1857, at Meriden, Illinois. 
Ida Bell Clark was born on November 5, 1858, at Cottage Hill, 
Illinois. Charles and Ida were married on July 19, 1881, at Men- 
dota, Ihnois. They moved to Williams, Iowa, in 1881. In 1883, 
Charles and Ida returned to Mendota, Illinois. From there the 
family moved to Paw Paw, Illinois. In 1890, they moved to Harvey, 
Ilhnois. 

Charles and Ida were the parents of five children. They were 
Ethel, George, John, Forrest, and Lyda. 

Charles died on ‘August 19, 1919. He is buried in the Oaklawn 
Cemetery, Cook county, Illinois. Ida died on December 21, 1899. 
She is buried at Cottage Hill, Paw Paw, Illinois. 


HURST: 


Charles Hurst had a great deal of bad luck in our community. 
He was the victim of misfortune several times. 

As nearly as can be determined, Charles Hurst and his father 
came to our community in 1862. One day soon after their arrival 
Charles found his father dead. It was peggumed that the death had 
been caused by lghtning. 

As Nellie Richardson Lewis Warner remembered the story, 
Charles was about sixteen vears.of age at the time. Charles was 
alone with only a wagon and a team of horses. Albert F. Rahfeldt 
said that Charles loaded the body in the wagon and hauled it to 
eastern Iowa. It is probable the other members of the family were 
living there. 

In 1881, the railroad chose the Hurst farm as the location for 
a new town. The plan was later abandoned. 

The last misfortune to strike Charles Hurst in our community 
was the death of his wife, Adelaid Burton Hurst. She died in 1884. 
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Adelaid Burton was the sister of Sarah Burton Richardson. Adelaid 
came from Earlville, Illinois. Prior to her marriage to Charles, she 
taught school at Omaha, Nebraska. Adelaid met Charles while she 
was visiting at the Edward G. Richardson home. Adelaid is buried 
in the Zearing Cemetery. 

When Charles Hurst left our community it is stated th he 
moved south. 


1870—Iowa CENSUS / 


Charles Hurst, age 24, farmer, real estate $1,000, personal $600, 
born in Prussia, Germany. 


Mary, age 48, keeping house for son, born in Prussia, Germany. 
Minnie, age 25, born in Prussia, sister of Charles. 

Caroline, age 16, born in Prussia, sister of Charles. 

John, age 13, born in Prussia, brother of Charles. 

Betty, age 8, born in Illinois, sister of Charles. 


INGLEDUE: 


The Ingledue family was prominent in Zearing, Iowa, in the 
late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Elwood C. Ingledue was the depot 
agent in 1889. Later he was a Zearing druggist. 

Elwood C. Ingledue was born on October 7, 1866. We do not 
have the place of birth. Myrtle Stallings was born on March 27, 
1871. We do not have the date of their marriage. 

Elwood and Myrtle were the parents of three children. They 
were Merle, Marie, and Mabel. 

Elwood died on October 22, 1902. Myrtle died on March 27, 1907. 


INGRAM: 


The Ingram family was an important family in our community 
prior to 1900. Milton Boster of Maxwell, Iowa, has given us eon- 
siderable information about his mother’s family. Milton’s mother 
was Sarah Ingram Boster. 

John F. Ingram was a brother of Elizabeth Ingram Allen. He 
married Sarah Allen who was a sister of Joseph Allen Sr. The 
Ingram family moved to our community from Wapello county, 
lowa. 

John F. Ingram came to our community in the fall of 1876. 
He bought 320 acres of land for $12 per acre. John built a house 
and barn on it and returned to Wapello county. In February, 1877, 
he brought his family to the new home. 

John F. and Sarah were the parents of six children. They were _ 
Joseph, Sarah, Mary, Esau, Debbie, and Charles. : 

Joseph Ingram was one of Zearing’s first storekeepers. His 
brother, Charles, helped in the store. You will find a story econcern- 
ing Charles in the town government part of this history. 
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Joseph had a serious accident in our community. One day he 
noticed a flock of cranes near the Ingram farm home. Joseph 
reached behind the door for his gun. The gun discharged and as 
a result Joseph lost an arm. The arm was buried in the front yard 
of the Ephraim Sparrow farm home near the grave of the infant, 
Frankie James Sparrow. 


John FE. and Sarah with their sons, Esau and Charles, moved to 
Nevada, Iowa, in 1890. Joseph was also a resident of Nevada. 
Joseph served several terms as the Story county recorder. Later 
Joseph, Esau, and Charles established a real estate and insurance 
business in Nevada. 


The six children of John F. and Sarah Allen Ingram are de- 
ceased. Joseph was eighty-eight years of age when he died. Mary 
Ingram Thrasher and her brothers are buried in California. Sarah 
Ingram Boster and her sister, Debbie, are.buried at Nevada, Iowa. 


UA ( 


IRVINE: 


The Irvine family came to Illinois Grove in the 1870’s. Mem- 
bers of the family came to our community at a later date. 

Johnston Irvine was born in Ireland on August 25, 1858. John- 
ston was fifteen years of age when the family moved to Illinois 
from Ireland. The Irvine family moved from Logan county, Illinois, 
to Illinois Grove. 

Rosahe Albertine Menzel came to Freeport, Illinois, from Ger- 
many with her parents at the age of two. In the early 1870’s, the 
Menzel family moved to Story county, Iowa. 

Johnston and Tina were married on March 8, 1882. They were 
the parents of six children. The children were Charles, William, 
May, Floyd, Flossie, and Lloyd F. 

Johnston died on December 23, 1923. Tina died on Mareh 2, 
1933. 


JEFFERS: 


James Jeffers was a prominent man in our community in the 
1860’s and 1870’s. His name is mentioned many times in the 
records for that period of time. However, we do not know when he 
came to our community. We do not know how long he actually 
lived in this community. ) 


James Jeffers could have been a widower at the time of the 
1870 census. We can only guess. The 1870 census lists a Hamilton 
Jeffers, age 12, born in Illinois, living in the C. W. Tucker home. 
The 1870 census also lists a Betty Jeffers, age 7, born in Towa, liv- 
ing at the Charles E. Ufford home. 

Jeffers was an important pioneer. We regret that we do not 
have a sketch of the family for this history. 
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JOHNSON: 


Joseph Johnson was a charter member of the town of Zearing, 
Iowa. Elmore Johnson, farmer, came to our community in 1901. 
Both families were prominent in the history of our community. 

Joseph Johnson, the son of Benjamin and Susannah Johnson, 
was born on August 16, 1847, at Harveysburg, Ohio. Isabella Pat- 
ton, the daughter of George and Magdalene Patton, was born on 
April 29, 1849, in Carroll county, Indiana. Joseph and Isabella 
were married at Albion, Iowa, on March 15, 1873. 

Joseph and Isabella were the parents of two sons. They were 
Willis P. and Dwight Elmo. Elmo is living in Zearing in 1956. 

Joseph and Isabella moved to Zearing when the town was found- 
ed in 1881. Joseph and his father-in-law, George Patton, started a 
hardware business in the new town. 

Joseph died on March 15, 1934. Isabella died on December 24, 
1936 

Klmore Johnson was born in Delaware county, Ohio, on Janu- 
ary 7, 1853. Jane Andre, the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
Andre, was born at Mechaniesville, Iowa, on June 12, 1861. Elmore 
and Jane were married at Mechaniesville on January 22, 1880. 
They moved to a farm near Zearing, Iowa, in 1901. 

Elmore and Jane were the parents of four daughters. They 
were Vida, Goldie, Fern, and Lois. Vida Johnson Tisdale and 
Goldie Johnson Barnard are living in our community in 1956. 
Lois Johnson Yeager of Colo, lowa, is deceased. Fern Johnson Deal 
died on August 16, 1955, at the hospital, Nevada, Iowa. 

Klmore died on October 1, 1928. Jane died on October 29, 1936. 


JOHNSTON: 


Two lads from Ireland were responsible for the name John- 
ston in our community. From the 1870’s to 1956, members of the 
Johnston family have been highly respected residents of our 
community. 

Ambrose Johnston was born in Northern Ireland on December 
19, 1851. Elizabeth Blayney was born in Northern Ireland on May 
), 1859. Ambrose came to our community in 1875. Ambrose mar- 
ried Elizabeth in our community in 1882. 

Ambrose and Elizabeth were the parents of six children. They 
were Alice E., Sarah M., Bessie R., John F., Blayney H.; and 
Ambrose T. 

Ambrose died on March 29, 1930. Elizabeth died on February 3, 
1920. Ambrose and Elizabeth lived on their farm east of Zearing 
during their entire married life. 


Francis Johnston was born in Northern Ireland on Mareh 22, 
1850. Francis came to the John Gilmore Sr. home in our com- 
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munity in 1872. Jane Irvine was born in Northern Ireland on 
April 17, 1852. The Irvine family lived in Logan county, Illinois, 
before moving to Illinois Grove. Francis and Jane were married 
at Lincoln, Logan county, Illinois, in 1877. They established their 
home in our community. 

Francis and Jane were the parents of five children. They were 
John A., Elizabeth) Frank W., Marvin I., and Anna. Francis and 
Jane moved their family to Knox City, Missouri, in 1903. 

The son, John A., went to Missouri with his parents. While in 
Missouri, he married Essie Benner. John A. and Essie came to 
Lincoln township and established their home here. John A. died 
on February 13, 1955. John A. died at the close of a happy day 
spent celebrating his 50th wedding anniversary. Essie is living in 
Zearing in 1956. 

Francis died on December 19, 1930. Jane died on December 17, 
1928. 


JONES: 


The only member of the original Jones family living in our com- 
munity i 1956 is Edith Jones Beach. Edith has been a highly 
respected resident of Zearing for many years. 

Lloyd E. Beach, a prominent attorney at St. Charles, Illinois, 
gave us the following account of his mother’s family. Lloyd said 
that his grandparents and their children were born in England. 
His grandfather, Richard Jones, married Ann Wycherly. Ann 
lived near Ellesmere, England. 

Lloyd’s mother, Edith Jones, was born at Ellesmere. Edith was 
christened at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Ellesmere. Randall 
Jones, now living at Stuart, Iowa, was born at Penly Mill, near 
Ellesmere. Lloyd believes that Robert, Richard Jr., and Samuel 
were born at Ellesmere or Manchester, England. Anna Jones was 
born at Manchester. 

The six children of Richard and Ann Wycherly Jones are 
listed above. The Jones family moved to our community in 1890. 
The family came to O’Brien county, Iowa, from England. 

Richard and Ann are buried at Marshalltown, Iowa. 


KELLING: 


Mrs. Albert Nolta of Albert Lea, Minnesota, furnished the 
history of the Kelling family. The family was ealled the John 
Kelley family in our community. John Kelley is mentioned in 
Allen’s history of Story county as one of the leading farmers in 
Lineoln township. 

Hans and Marie Kelling were born in Germany. They moved 
to Ottawa, Canada, from Germany. In 1864, the Kelling family 
moved to Davenport, Iowa. Hans helped in the construction of the 
Davenport to Grinnell railroad. In 1866, Hans accompanied John 
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Rahfeldt and several other men to our community. Later he moved 
his family here. 

Marie died during the 1870’s. In the 1880’s, Hans and his two 
sons, John and Henry, homesteaded to western Kansas. Hans died 
during a buffalo hunt there. He is buried at Densmore, Kansas. 

Hans and Marie were the parents of three children. They were 
John Jr., Henry, and Lena. None of the children were born in the 
United States. Lena was the youngest. She was born in Canada on 
June 13, 1861. 

After the death of her mother, Marie, Lena Kelling went to 
live at the Henry Hilleman home at State Center, lowa. Mrs. Nolta 
is the daughter of Lena. Lena also had a son, Carl. 

In reading the above family sketch one should remember that 
Hans Kelling was the local pioneer, John Kelley Sr. 


KING: 


The King family needs no introduction as far as the older resi- 
dents of our community are concerned. Many friends of the King 
family are living in this community in 1956. 

Oliver J. King was born on May 28, 1857, at New Lisbon, Wis- 
consin. He was the son of John E. and Ann Jackson King. Oliver 
came to EKldora, Iowa, with his parents in 1861. The trip to Iowa 
was made in a covered wagon drawn by oxen. 

Kate Walker was born on May 8, 1860, at Eldora, Iowa. Oliver 
and Kate were married on November 9, 1880, at Eldora, Iowa. 
They moved to a farm in our community in 1886. Oliver was a 
prominent farmer and real estate dealer in our community for 
many years. 

Oliver and Kate were the parents of two children. They were 
Nelle and John. 

Oliver died on September 2, 1938. Kate died on April 27, 1952. 
Oliver and Kate were buried in the Eldora Cemetery at Eldora, 
Iowa. : if 

se a % 

There was another King family living in our community many 
years ago. We tried to get the information about this family from 
Orville King. Perhaps he did not receive the letter. 


. ; 
/ 
A 


LACY: 


The Lacy family was a pioneer Illinois Grove family. Members 
of the family are living in our community and in Illinois Grove in 
1956. Dora J. Lacey Cary furnished a very interesting family 
sketch for our history. 

John W. Lacey was born in Iowa on September 21, 1840. John’s 
mother died when he was a small boy. After his mother’s death, 
John lived with the Monniger family in Marshall county, Iowa. 
They sent him to sehool. 
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During the Civil War, John was asked if he would enter the 
service as a substitute for another man. He accepted the offer and 
received a deed for eighty acres of land in payment. After the war, 
John lived in a dugout on the land until he could build a small 
house. Later he bought a farm in Illinois Grove. 

Susan J. Elliott was born in Ohio on April 15, 1839. The Elliott 
family moved from Ohio to a farm near Hampton, Iowa. Susan’s 
father died in Ohio. 

John and Susan were married after the close of the Civil War. 
They were the parents of six children. The children were Mary 
Ella Lacey Faris, Nettie Lacey Brown, Dora J. Lacey Cary, May 
Lacey Cox, Oliver J. Lacev, and J. Edward Lacey. 

John W. died on August 10, 1908. Susan J. died on February 
yt ae a a 


LANCASTER: 


The Lancaster family was a very important family in the early 
history of Lincoln township, Story county, Iowa. Members of the 
family broke the virgin prairie on several farms in Lincoln town- 
ship. 

William O. Lancaster helped three of his sons, Aaron, William 
R., and Elwood acquire homes in Lincoln township. 

Aaron Lancaster was born on September 5, 1839, at Farm- 
ington, Indiana. Emma Greene was born on February 15, 1855, at 
Carmel, Ohio. Aaron and Emma were married in 1873 at Bangor, 
Iowa. They moved to our community in 1873. 

Aaron and Emma were the parents of six children. Three died 
in infancy. The others were Virgil J.,. Anna May Laneaster Albery, 
and Hazel R. Lancaster Martin. 

Virgil J. is living at Turlock, California, in 1955. Virgil said 
that when he was eight years old and his sister, Anna, five, they 
walked to Zearing for medicine and supplies for their sick father. 
Aaron had given them five cents to spend as they wished. After a 
ereat deal of indecision they bought two bananas. They had never 
tasted bananas. When they started for home, they tasted the 
bananas. Virgil said that they could not down the stuff. They threw 
the fruit between two stores on Main Street. They decided that 
their first investment in Zearing stock had resulted in complete 
bankruptcy. 

Aaron sold his farm to the Grimm family. In the spring of 
1891, he moved his family to New Providence, Iowa. Later the 
family homesteaded in South Dakota for four years. They moved 
to California in 1909. Virgil owns the Elmwood Farm at Turlock, 
California, in 1955. . 

Aaron died on February 8, 1934. Emma died on July 12, 1919. 
Aaron and Emma are buried at Denair, California. 


William R. Laneaster owned land in Lineoln township. He 
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worked on the land and expected to move on it but he never did. 
He sold the land before his marriage. He married Olive E. Sawin 
in 1882. 

It seems that before William R. could move to Lincoln town- 
ship, his father, William O., died. So William R. and Olive moved 
to his father’s farm near Union, Iowa. They lived on the family 
farm all of their married life. 

William R. and Olive were the parents of eight children. They 
were: 

Irena M. Laneaster Kelley, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Luella L. Laneaster Biggs, Pasadena, California. 

Alta V. Laneaster Meeker, Hubbard, Iowa (Deceased). 
Nora C. Laneaster, Steamboat Rock, Lowa. 

Austin J. Laneaster, Liberal, Kansas. 

Owen G. Laneaster, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Sabron M. Lancaster Reynolds, Earlham, Iowa. 

Pauline Lancaster Maxwell, Liberal, Kansas (Deceased). 


William R. died in January, 1936. Olive died in 1914. 
* % * * * 

Elwood Laneaster lived in Section 14, Lincoln township. He 
lived north of the school house which was located in the southeast 
corner of Section 14. The buildings where Elwood lived have been 
gone for many years. 

Elwood married Alma Sawin. Elwood and Alma were the par- 
ents of two children. They were Rosa Lancaster Clemons and 
Gilbert. 

Elwood died in Minnesota in 1914. Alma died at the family 
home in Section 14, Lincoln township. 


LANE: 


Jeremiah B. Lane was called Bert, by his friends in our eom- 
munity. The name, Lane, was a well known name in our community. 

Jeremiah B. Lane came to Zearing in 1896 from Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
Bert married Buryle Reed, the daughter of Edgar and Harriet 
Holeomb Reed, in 1900. 

Bert and Buryle were the parents of a son, Bond. Bond is a 
successful Denver, Colorado, business man in 1956. 

Bert died on July 6, 1932. Buryle died on March 6, 1956. 


LAYCOCK: 


John K. Laycock was a local farmer and editor. John was a 
happy individual. A person who was depressed could find a remedy. 
The remedy was to listen for awhile to John’s stories or to read 
his articles in the paper. Emma was also a very nice person. 

John K. Layeoeck was born in Ohio on January 21, 1854. John - 
married Emma Benjamin at Council Bluffs, Iowa, on December 8, 
1885. 
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John and Emma were the parents of four children. The two 
oldest lived for a short time. The others were Merle H. and Orla. 
Orla, the wife of James Lawrence Smith, is living at Sioux City, 
Towa, in 1955. Merle H. has been a very successful chiropractor at 
MeAllen, Texas, for many years. 

John died on January 14, 19382. Emma died in 1944 at McAllen, 
Texas. 


LEARNED: 


Henry Learned was a member of the local G.A.R. He was a 
farmer in our community. Loeal residents say that Henry was the 
type of man who looks like an athlete. 

Henry Learned was born in 1844. We do not know where he 
spent his boyhood. However, we know that he was in Iowa in 1862. 
Henry married Lucinda Dickinson. 

Henry and Lueinda were the parents of five children. They 
were Mollie, Savilla, James, Attila, and Mabel. 

Henry died in 1914. He is buried at Nevada, Iowa. We do not 
have the date of Lueinda’s death. 


LEFEVRE: 


A news item in The Zearing Register of March 9, 1883, stated 
that a man by the name of LeFevre had arrived from Illinois and 
settled on a farm in the south part of Lincoln township. The item 
contained the comment that there was room in the community for 
men of the type that LeFevre appeared to be. Many years later 
A. Deyo LeFevre served as the mayor of Zearing, . 

A. Deyo LeFevre was born in New York.,aAt the age of eigh- 
teen, he moved to Genoa, Illinois. On October 26, 1881, A. Deyo 
married Emma Dell Sowers at Genoa. They moved to our com- 
munity in 1883. 

A Deyo and Emma were the parents of four sons. One died in 
infancy. The others were Marion, Ralph, and Harry. 

A. Deyo died on September 7, 1935. Emma died on April 26, 
1944. 

Dr. Marion D. LeFevre, a veterinarian, came to Zearing in 1908. 
Dr. LeFevre was the first vetermarian in our community who was 
a graduate of a general course in veterinary medicine. 

Dr. LeFevre was born on July 7, 1856, in New York.. He was 
the brother of A. Deyo. Dr. LeFevre married Mayme Heath at 
Genoa, Illinois. They were the parents of a daughter, Mae. 

Dr. LeFevre was an active member of Pacific Lodge No. 469, 
A. KF. & A. M. He died at the Masonic Sanitarium, Bettendorf, Iowa, 
on March 7, 1989. Mae died on February 29, 1944, at Chicago, 
Illinois. We do not have the date of Mayme’s death. Her funeral 
was on August 22, 1921. 
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LEHMAN: 


The Lehman family has had possession of the Lehman farm in 
our community for fifty-six years. Ernest Lehman is living on the 
farm in 1956. 

William Lehman was born on October 8, 1864, in Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania. Emma Stare was born on March 22, 1865, in 
York county, Pennsylvania. William and Emma were married on 
March 17, 1886, at Oreana, Illinois. They moved to our community 
in February, 1900. 

William and Emma were the parents of six children. They were: 

Ernest, Hubbard, Iowa. 

Ida, Mrs. Henry Mersman, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Gertrude, Mrs. Harry W. Britten, Zearing, lowa. 
Bessie, Mrs. Elmer Gelhause, Hubbard, Iowa. 
Grace, Mrs. Harry Sawtell, Ames, Iowa. 

Glenn, Madrid, Iowa. 


William died on January 16, 1949. Emma died on January 17, 
1914. 


LEROY : 


The LeRoy brothers, Charles and William J., were prominent 
Zearing business men. They built the LeRoy building in Zearing 
in 1904. They owned a furniture store, funeral home, and toy shop. 

The LeRoy family came to our community from Missouri. 
William arrived first. Later Charles H. came. 

Charles and his wife, Belle Cordle, were the parents of two 
children. They were Frank and Bertha. Charles H. died in Zear- 
ing on July 11, 1914. 

William and his wife, Asinnath Bailey, were the parents of a 
daughter, Selma. 


LEWIS: 


Arthur W. and Ellis J. Lewis were the editors of The Zearing 
Register, the first newspaper in Zearing. William F. Lewis helped 
them. The Lewis family lived in Zearing for a short time. 
William F. Lewis married Ruth Townsend on April 4, 1861. 
William and Ruth were the parents of eight children. They were: 
Francis Lewis, born March 31, 1862, died June 4, 1921. 
Klma Lewis, born April 17, 1864, died July 25, 1946. 
Arthur W. Lewis, born May 13, 1867, died in 1919. 
Ellis J. Lewis, born April 2, 1869, living in Denver, Colorado, 
in 1955. 

James E. Lewis, born September 30, 1871, living in Rocky Ford, 
Colorado, in 1955. 

Henry T. Lewis, born November 21, 1873, died October 2, 1874. 
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William A. Lewis, born October 30, 1875, living in Altadena, 
California, in 1955. 

Newman H. Lewis, born November 24, 1877, died September 9, 
1951. 


Here is a story told by Ellis J. Lewis which vividly describes 
one phase of pioneer life in central Iowa. Ellis said that his brother, 
Henry, died in 1874. There was no cemetery in the vicinity. There 
was no funeral director or funeral home. A carpenter built the 
casket. The father, William F. Lewis, gave a short address to the 
few neighbors gathered at the home. The body was buried on the 
family farm about fifteen rods from where the house was built at 
a later date. The home was located about a mile north and a short 
distance east of where McCallsburg was founded some years later. 


When the mother, Ruth Townsend Lewis, died in 1888, her body 
was buried in the Zearing Cemetery. The next year William F. 
Lewis sold his farm. The body of Henry was moved to the Zearing 
Cemetery. 

William F. Lewis died on July 6, 1918, at La Junta, Colorado. 
Ruth died on October 2, 1888, at McCallsburg, Iowa. 


LIGHTEOO'T:: 


The Lightfoot family belongs on any list of the leading families 
in the history of our community. Ray M. is living in Zearing in 1956. 

William James Lightfoot was born in New York on August 16, 
1844. Nancy Belden was born in New York on November 8, 1851. 
William and Naney were married at Kaneville, Illinois, on March 
18, 1869. They moved to our community in 1882. 

William and Nancy were the parents of four children. They 
were Harry W., Louise;Jessie, and Ray M. Harry W. died in our 
community on November 16, 1926. 

Wilham died on December 18, 1915. Naney died on Mareh 7, 
1928. 


LINCOLN: 


The Lincoln family came to our community from Whiteside 
county, Illinois, in 1880. They drove from Illinois to Lincoln town- 
ship in a single buggy. A colt made the trip tied to its mother. 

Lester Willard Lincoln was born on December 29, 1848, at 
Winslow, Illinois. He married Melissa E. Drake of Round Grove, 
Illinois, on February 17, 1875. Melissa was born in New York. 

Lester Willard and Melissa were the parents of a daughter, 
Clara. The Lincoln family moved from Lincoln township to Kansas 
on December 27, 1913. 

Lester Willard died on January 30, 1921. Melissa died in Febru- 
ary, 1929. They are buried in the Buxton Cemetery near Girard, 
Kansas. 
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LUNDY : 


The Lundy family has been prominent in our community since 
1900. Thomas G. Lundy is a member of the Story county board 
of supervisors in 1956. He was elected to a second term in Novem- 
ber, 1954. 

John Lundy was born on January 28, 1864, in Carroll county, 
Illinois. John married Lutie Tabor at Maquoketa, Iowa, on Febru- 
ary 17, 1890. They established their home at Savannah, Illinois. 
In 1900, they moved to a farm in our community. 

John and Lutie were the parents of two children. They were 
Thomas G. and Lola. Thomas GQ. established his home in our ¢com- 
munity. 

John died on August 15, 1951. Lutie died on March 4, 1942. 


LUTZ: 


The Lutz family has been prominent in Lincoln township and 
in Zearing. Several members of the family were Lincoln township 
farmers. Nettie clerked in Armstrong’s store. Carolyn was an assist- 
ant postmaster. 

John W. Lutz was born in Illinois. He married Emma Gehm in 
Illinois on January 23, 1889. Emma was born at Lostant, Illinois, 
on May 15, 18653. 

John and Emma lived near Springfield, Nebraska, for ten years. 
Then they moved to a farm in our community. 

John and Emma were the parents of five children. They were 
George, Carolyn, Lewis, Nettie, and Lydia. 

John died on October 31, 1906. Emma died on March 20, 1934 


McBRIDE: 


The name McBride needs no introduction in our community. 
Members of the McBride family have always been interested in 
the welfare of our community. 

Jacob E. MeBride was born in Ohio on May 6, 1860. Clara 
Conner was born in West Virginia on July 6, 1865. J. KE. and Clara 
were married in Illinois in 1881. They moved to our community 
in 1905. 

J. EK. and Clara were the parents of eleven children. They were: 
Pearl, Orrin, Ray, Luey, Glen, Harold, Leslie, Lola, Russell, Velma, 
and Avalee. | 

Jacob KE. died on February 15, 1925. Clara died on August 18, 
1937. 


McCALL: 
The MeCall family was a prominent family in Zearing during 


the late 1890’s and early 1900’s. The family took part in many 
community activities. 
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Sherry Montgomery McCall was born in 1849 in Polk county, 
Iowa. Anna Mary Reese was born in Jasper county, Iowa, in 1857. 
Sherry Montgomery married Anna Mary in 1874. They moved to 
a farm near Nevada, Iowa, in 1878. In 1889, they moved to Mce- 
Callsburg, Iowa. In 1894, the family moved to Zearing. 
Sherry Montgomery and Anna Mary were the parents of four 


_. daughters. They were Roea, Hattie, Jennie, and Clara. 


.4ye¢.Roea married George Bales. Roea and George have been active 
in many ¢ivie projects at Winnebago, Minnesota. 

Hattie McCall, now Mrs. A. H. Hoffman, lives at Des Moines, 
Towa. She served as a member of the Des Moines school board. She 
also served as superintendent of schools for Polk county for six 
years. Hattie served a term as the president of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department of Iowa, in 1924. She served the national 
organization of the American Legion Auxiliary for about twelve 
years. The Harriet Hoffman Edueational Fund was created in her 
honor. 

Jennie McCall of Des Moines, Iowa, taught for a number of 
years at the Roosevelt high school in Des Moines. 

Clara McCall married Clyde Kaiser. They are living in Youngs- 
town, Ohio. Clara was associated with the Youngstown schools for 
several years. 

The four McCall girls were graduates of the high school in 
Zearing. Sherry Montgomery served as the mayor of Zearing in 
1904-05. 

Sherry Montgomery died in 1938. Anna Mary died in 1917. 


- ) 


McCLOUD: 


The McCloud family came from Kansas to northern Iowa in a 
covered wagon. In 1905, they moved to our community. 
William Thomas McCloud was born in Indiana. William Thomas 
married Maria Mitchell in Indiana. 
William Thomas and Maria were the parents of five children. 
The four oldest were born at Clifton, Kansas. 
Oakie Ethel, born May 23, 1887. 
LeRoy Earl, born October 8, 1888. 
Charles Frank, born November 29, 1890. 
Ruby Edith, born May 28, 1892. 
William Jesse, born March, 1895. 


William Thomas died on January 16, 1949. Maria died on De- 
eember 31, 1929. They are buried at Girard, Kansas. 
% se % 
LeRoy Earl MeCloud married Clara Lincoln on October 8, 1909. 


LeRoy Earl and Clara were living in our community at the time 
of the marriage. 


Their first child, Lester T., was born on April 22, 1911. He died 
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on April 27, 1911. Lester was buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 
The other children were: 
LeRoy Dennis, born September 22, 1912. 
Hazel Bell, born January 26, 1915. 
Jesse Lincoln, born October 27, 1917. 
Ruby Ethel, born December 26, 1919. 
Edith May, born November 1, 1924. 
Alfred Earl, born January 27, 1927. 
Charles Edward, born February 18, 1930. 


The LeRoy McCloud family moved to Kansas on December 27, 
1913. 


LeRoy Earl died on September 15, 1953. He is buried at 
Girard, Kansas. Clara is living at Girard, Kansas, in 1955. 


McCORMACK 


Dr. MeCormack was a Zearing dentist during the early 1900’s. 
The McCormack family was a prominent Zearing family for fifteen 
years. 

Dr. Arthur J. McCormack of Clemons, Iowa, and Melissa Wyatt 
of State Center, Iowa, were married on September 18, 1901. They 
moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1901. 

Arthur and Melissa were the parents of three children. They 
were Dr. Delos W. McCormack, Maxine McCormack Kirk, and 
James EK. MeCormack. 

Arthur and Melissa moved to Litchfield, Minnesota, in 1916. 


McDONALD: 


The MeDonald family was a prominent family in the Illinois 
Grove neighborhood. Later they moved to the northeast corner of 
Lincoln township: 

Michael McDonald was born in County Clare, Ireland. Mary 
Haney was born in County Clare, Ireland. Michael and Mary were 
married at State Center, Iowa, in March, 1872. They moved to our 
community in 1901. 

Michael and Mary were the parents of five children. They were 
Sarah, William, Annie, Catherine, and Dominec. There were three 
step children in the family. They were James, Margaret, and Mamie 
Bannon. Sarah MeDonald Dunwocdy is living in Zearing in 1956. 

Michael died on August 3, 1930. Mary died in January, 1903. 
They are buried in the Dunn Cemetery, Marshall county, Iowa. 


McVITTY: | 
Two members of the MeVitty family are well known residents 


of our community in 1956. They are Daisy MeVitty LeFevre and 
Maude MeVitty Norton. 
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Milton C. MeVitty was born in Pennsylvania on July 4, 1862. 
Madolin Kauffman was born in 1864, Milton and Madolin were mar- 
ried in Pennsylvania. They moved to our community in 1910. 

Milton and Madolin were the parents of three children. They 
were Maude, Daisy, and Homer. 

Milton died on Deeember 5, 1923. Madolin died on April 24, 
1928. 


MALIET: 


The Maliet family was a prominent family in our community 
for many years. However, only one member of the original Maliet 
family lives in our community in 1956. She is Mary Malet Whee- 
lock. 

Nicholas Maliet was born in Germany in 1844. He came to 
Chicago, Illinois, in 1872. Nicholas married Anna Steffen in 1878. 
They moved to our community several years after the marriage, 
The family left the farm and moved into Zearing in 1916. 

Nicholas and Anna were the parents of nine children. They 
were Charles, Nicholas Jr., Michael, Mary, Henry, Demmie, Anna, 
Catherine, and Ella. 

Nicholas died on February 26, 1926. Anna died in 1954. 


MARONDA: 


The Maronda family belongs on our list of pioneer residents. 
The family was well known in our community. . 

William Maronda was born in Pomerania, Germany,.on Novem- 
ber 6, 1829. Caroline Gumz was born in Pomerania, Germany, on 
September 15, 1825. 

William and Caroline were the parents of eight children. One 
died in infancy. The others were Fred G., Joanna, Augusta, Wil- 
liam C., Mary, John C., and Anna. 

William and Caroline moved to our community in the 1890’s. 
Their daughter, Augusta, was the wife of Wilham F. Young: 

William died on August 2, 1912. Caroline died on August 10, 
1901. 


MARTIN: 


One could not find a more popular family in the history of our 
community than the Martin family. Harry and Myrtle owned the 
Home Cafe in Zearing. Harry was a Zearing mayor. 

Harry G. Martin was born on February 23, 1867, at Wenona, 
Illinois. Myrtle Kemp was born on October 31, 1873, at Wenona, 
Illinois. Harry and Myrtle were married on November 30, 1899, 
at Wenona, Illinois. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1903. There 
were no children in the family. 
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Harry was a fireman for the Baltimore & Ohio railroad before 
eoming to Zearing. Harry died on February 14, 1949. Myrtle is 
living in Zearing in 1956. 


MEAD: 


We are indebted to E. John Tisdale for the history of the pio- 
neer Asa Mead family. Celia Mead Schuler furnished the infor- 
mation for the Asa Mead Jr. family. Many friends of the Mead 
family are living in our community in 1956. However, younger 
residents of our community would not remember them. 

Asa Barkel Mead was born near Blenheim, Canada, on Febru- 
ary 20, 1822. Rachel)Seypes was born near Blenheim, Canada, on 
July 12, 1833. Asa and Rachel were married at Blenheim. They 
moved to Story county, Iowa, in 1867. 

Asa and Rachel were the parents of seven children. They were 
John, Asa Jr., Maria, Marion, Nan, Alice, and William T. Nan 
married Oliver J. Thorne of our community. Maria was the wife 
of Julius P. Tisdale. Marion was the wife of Edward F. Bartlett. 

Asa died in January, 1903. Rachel died in January, 1903. 


Asa Mead Jr. was born in Canada. Amy Hix came from [llinois 
in 1872. Asa and Amy were married on September 4, 1877. They 
moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1888. 

Asa and Amy were the parents of three children. Guy died at 
Welcome, Minnesota, on April 1, 1946. Celia Mead Schuler lives 
at Welcome, Minnesota, in 1955. Vandora Mead Green. is living at 
Lincoln, Nebraska. . ; 

Asa was a drayman in Zearing. Amy was a milliner and dress 
maker. 

Asa Jr. died on April 4, 1920. Amy died on January 21, 1938. 


* * * * * 


There was another Mead family living in our community. How- 
ever, we do not have a family sketch. George E. Mead was prom- 
inent in our community as a township clerk and town clerk. He 
moved to State Center, Iowa, to enter the grain business. 

Bertha, Pearl, May, and Nellie Mead are listed on a country 
school roll eall in this history. 


MEEKINS: 


The Meekins family moved to Illinois Grove in 1856. James G. 
Meekins came to our community after his marriage. 

James Gilmore Meekins was born in LaSalle county, Illinois, 
on January 2, 1853. He was the son of Jesse and Ann Meekins. 
Mary Rebecca Fish was born on July 7, 1852, at Waterbury, Con- 
necticut. She accompanied her parents to Illinois Grove in 1874. 
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James and Mary were married on September 12, 1877. They 
were the parents of six children. One child died in infancy. The 
others were Ernest, Harry, Fannie, Ada, and Edith. 

James was a farmer in our community. Later he was a Zearing 
business man. 

James died on February 27, 1935. Mary died on December 27, 
1938. 


MILLER: 


The name Miller appears many times in the records of our com- 
munity. The families listed came to our community prior to 1900. 


Joseph Miller was born on September 10, 1851, in Carroll coun- 
ty, Ohio. Mary Elizabeth Judd was born on November 27, 1856, at 
Wenona, Illinois. Joseph and Mary were married on May 16, 1875, 
at Wenona, Illinois. They moved to our community in 1899. 

Joseph and Mary were the parents of six children. They were 
Wallace, Ben, Thomas, Bernard, Fred and Lena. a 


Wallace died at Clinton, Missouri, in 1934. yi." =. 

Ben died at Garden City, South Dakota, in 1919. 

Thomas is living in Silverton, Oregon, in 1955. 

Bernard died on May 31, 1942. 

Fred is living at Upland, California, in 1955. 

Lena Miller Downs is living in Los Angeles, California, in 
1 eee 

George W. Downs, the husband of Lena, died at Upland, 
California, in 1949. 


Joseph died on June 5, 1926. Mary died on July 8, 1916. Joseph 
and Mary are buried at Mount Vernon, South Dakota. 


* * * * * 


Charles Miller was born in Grayson county, Kentucky, on 
January 12, 1824. The mother of Charles was related to the mother 
of Abraham Lincoln. We do not have the maiden name of the first 
wife of Charles. Her first name was Lydia. 


Charles and Lydia were the parents of four children. Two died 
in infancy. The others were James William and Mary Ann. 


We do not have the maiden name of the second wife of Charles. 
Her first name was Debora. Charles and Debora were the parents 
of eight children. Two died in infaney. The others were Nancy, 
Lueretia, John, Ruth, Francis, and VaLona. 

The Charles Miller family moved to Zearing, Iowa, several years 
after the town was founded. Charles was the assistant to Albert D. 
Hix in the Zearing post office during Cleveland’s first adminis- 
tration. 

Charles, Lydia, and Debora are buried in the Bethel Grove 
Cemetery, Marshall county, Iowa. 
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The Mills family is a prominent Story county family. Guy 
Mills was a resident of our community in the early 1900’s. 

Guy W. Mills was born on March 27, 1884, at Clyde, Jasper 
county, lowa. Leila Edith Peek was born on April 20, 1887, at Me- 
Callsburg, Iowa. Guy and Leila were married on November 29, 
1906, at MeCallsburg, Iowa. The family moved to Zearing in 1908. 
However, Guy had published a newspaper in Zearing before 1908. 
He started a new newspaper after he moved his family. 

Guy and Leila were the parents of three children. Carroll was 
born in MecCallsburg. Lawrence and Willis were born in Zearing. 

Guy and Leila are living in MecCallsburg in 1955. 


MITCHELL: 


The name Mitchell was a well known name in our community 
from the 1880’s to the early 1900’s. 

William Mitchell came to Illinois Grove with his parents when 
he was twelve years old. When he was a young man, William went 
to Wisconsin to work as a butter tub maker. He met Anna Flower 
in Wisconsin. William and Anna were married at Brodhead, Wis- 
consin, on October 16, 1870. They moved to a farm near Zearing 
in 1883. 

Wilham and Anna were the parents of thirteen children. They 
were Carrie, Betty, Charles, Ida, Josie, Ora, Linnie, William Jr., 
Walter, Bert, Emma, Nellie, and Lydia. 

Carrie, Betty, Charles, and Ida died in Wisconsin. They were 
the victims of diphtheria. Nellie married Joe Adams. They live at 
San Diego, California. Lydia is the wife of Dr. George Borgett of 
Parkersburg, West Virginia. Walter is living in Parkersburg, West 
Virginia. Bert married Olive Grewell of Clemons, Iowa. Bert is a 
earpenter and painter at Colo, Iowa. We have no information econ- 
cerning the other members of the family. 

William died in 1916. Anna died on September 23, 1935. 


There isn’t much information available concerning the other 
Mitchell family of our community. Mr. Mitchell was the depot 
agent during the early 1900’s. There were three children in the 
family. They were Dolly, Pearl, and Ralph. 


MOON: 


The Moon families had a leading role in the activities of Zear- 
ing, lowa, in the early 1900’s. Lute and Henry served on the town 
council. They were active in organizations. Lute and Henry were 
Zearing business men for many years. They were cousins. 

Lewis Henry Moon was born on October 14, 1869, at Tipton, 
lowa. Alta Mary Fitch was born at Elkport, Clayton county, Iowa, 


ld 
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on Mareh 1, 1873. Lute and Alta were married on February 9, 
1899, at Zearing, Iowa. Lute established a barber’ shop in Zearing 
in 1900. 

Lute and Alta were the parents of four children. They were 
Stella, Ivan, Ivo, and Lewis. 

Lute died on October 26, 1949, at Rochester, Minnesota. Alta 
died on November 13, 1950, at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

a % * # % 


Henry D. Moon was born on April 22, 1869, at Tipton, Iowa. 
Frances Effting was born at Lockport, Illinois. Henry and Frances 
were married on January 30, 1901, at Lockport, Llinois. They 
moved to Zearing, Iowa, soon after the marriage. Henry was a 
drayman before he went into the restaurant business in April, 1909. 

Henry and Frances were the parents of three children. They 
were William, Frank, and J. Vernon. 

Henry died on October 15, 1941. Frances is living in Zearing 
in 19956. 


MOORE: 


Members of the Moore family have been prominent residents of 
our community for many years. Members of the family have always 
been interested in the welfare of our community. 

Etna EF’. Moore was born on May 10, 185 8. at Gifford, Iowa. 
Martha A. Miller, the daughter of Jacob and Harriet Miller, was 
born near Union, Iowa, on July 13, 1863. Etna and Martha were 
married at Union, Iowa, on April 9, 1882. They moved to a farm in 
our community in 1892. 

Etna and Martha were the parents of ten children. They were 
Elsie, Clara M., Lester, Vernie-R., Leonard, Nellie, Iva, Lee, Pearl, 
and Howard. Elsie Moore Baile}, and Nellie Moore Manning are 
living in our community in 1956. 

Etna died on November 24, 1944, Martha died on January 12, 
1934. 


MOSTELLER: 


The Mosteller family was a well known family in our community 
during the period from 1903 to the 1930’s. Leo was the last mem- 
ber of the family to leave our community. In 1956, Leo is living on 
a farm near Clemons, Iowa. é 

Sharles C. Mosteller was born on November 4, 1879, near Oska- 
loosa, Iowa. At the age of fourteen he came to Zearing to live at 
the James Lincoln Reid home. On October 5, 1901, Charles mar- 
ried Cora Eunice Tight of St. Anthony, Iowa. 

Charles and Cora were the parents of six children. They were 
Leo, Eunice, Inez, Lucile, Maurine, and Thelma. 

Charles died on September 21, 1922. Cora is living at Marshall- 
town, lowa. 
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NORMAN: 


The Norman family needs no introduction in our community. 
The family has lived in our community since 1895. 

Alexander Norman was born near Otsego, Ohio, on February 
17, 1849. Rachel Catherine Bainter was born near Otsego, Ohio, on 
September 30, 1854. Alexander and Catherine were married on 
April 24, 1873. They moved to a farm in our community in 1895. 

Alexander and Catherine were the parents of two children. 
They were Charles E. and Olive Eva. Charles E. and Olive Eva 
Deal established their permanent homes in this community. 

Alexander died on January 15, 1921. Catherine died on January 
28, 1928. 


NORTON : 


Descendants of the Norton family live in our community in 
1956. The Norton family has had an important place in our com- 
munity since 1875. 

Trustian Norton was a long time resident of Maine. His son, 
Harrison H., married Betsey Batchelor. Harrison and Betsey were 
the parents of twelve children. The following lst of children was 
compiled in 1890. 

The twin of Hiram died in infancy. The remaining eleven were: 


Sophia Isaac B., 

Hiram Emeline Norton Carver 
Ira B. Harrison Jr. 

Lydia Norton Agnew John 

Sarah Norton Terry Levi 

Ellen 


The Harrison Norton family moved from Franklin county, 
Maine, to LaSalle county, Illinois, in 1849. They settled near 
Earlville, Illinois. 

: % *% * * * 

Hiram QO. Norton was born in Maine on December 1, 1833. He 
moved to Earlville, Illinois, with his parents in 1849. Naney\ Davis 
was born on September 29, 1832. Hiram and Nancy were married 
at Earlville several years after Hiram moved there. They moved to 
our community in 1881. 

Hiram and Naney were the parents of seven children. They 
were Addie Norton Belden, Etta Norton Wicks, Mannie, George, 
Mae Norton Thatcher, Nathaniel, and John Henry. a 

John Henry was a Zearing business man before he moved from 
our community. Nathaniel established a permanent home in our 
community. He was called Nattie, by his friends. 

Nattie told me several stories of his early life in our community. 
He said that he was old enough to drive a team when the railroad 
was constructed through Lincoln township. Nattie remembered the 


FAMILY SECTION 169 


difficulties encountered when his father shipped their threshing 
machine from Illinois to Colo, lowa. It was moved overland from 
Colo. 

In those days the bridges were constructed with the general 
idea that they should be strong enough to carry the weight of any 
load that could be pulled by a team of horses. Nattie said that the 
bridges between Colo and Lincoln township gave them many anxi- 
ous moments. 

Nattie also remembered threshing grain in our community. In 
the early days the prairie was dotted with ponds and wet places. 
The farmers did not always want the straw. They did not want 
to bother with it at all. So many farmers had it threshed directly 
into the ponds. This resulted in many hours of hard work digging 
the threshing machine out of the mud. 

Hiram received the following tribute from Ellis J. Lewis. Ellis 
remembered him as a tall, dignified man. Ellis said that he did not 
talk a great deal but his opinions were respected. 

Hiram died on November 30, 1909. Naney died on October 15, 
1905. 

Isaac B. Norton was born in Maine on June 1, 1847. His parents 
moved to Earlville, Illinois, in 1849. Matilda Franees Wicks was 
born in Illinois on February 1, 1848. Isaac married Matilda on 
October 25, 1867. They moved to our community in 1875. 

Isaac and Matilda were the parents of two children. They were 
Delbert Edgar and Leyrl.. 

Isaac’s name appears many times in te enti school beeen of 
Lincoln township. He was a. prominent farmer. The family moved 
to Zearing from the farm in 1887. Isaac constructed a race track 
on his land near Zearing. The race track became the center for 
Zearing celebrations during the early 1900’s. 

Isaac died on December 16, 1919. Matilda died on March 18, 
1939: 


9) 


John T. Norton was born at Earlville, Illinois, on October 3, 
1859. John T. married Amanda Frank of Earlville on November 
28, 1878. They moved to our community in 1880. 

John T. and Amanda were the parents of five children. Laura 
Ann died at the age of two years. The others were Freeman August, 
John Frank, Laura M. Norton Siglin, and Isaac Raymond. 

John T. was a respected citizen of our community. His son, 
John Frank, was a house painter and paper hanger in our com- 
munity. Frank died in the late 1930’s. Many present day residents 
will remember Laura M. Norton Siglin. 

John T. died on June 27, 1924. Amanda died in 1941. 


Levi Norton was born at Earlville, Illinois, on August 7, 1861. 
Levi married Harriet Frank at Ottawa, [llinois, on September 9, 
1880. Harriet was born in New York, New York, on July 1, 1858. 
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She was thirteen years of age when her parents moved to Earlville, 
Illinois. Levi and Harriet moved to our community in 1896. 

Levi and Harriet were the parents of three daughters. They 
were Celia, Muriel, and Dora. Their married names were Celia 
Norton Cameron, Muriel Norton Schuler, and Dora Norton Cerka. 

Levi was the last of the Norton brothers to live in Zearing. All 
of them were respected eitizens and neighbors. Levi’s grandson, 
Kenneth L. Cerka, is a prominent Zearing business man in 1956. 

Levi died on October 19, 1949. Harriet died on January 27, 
1931. 


OAKES: 


The name Oakes is prominent in our community in 1956. The 
name has been prominent in our community since 1862. James 
Oakes, born in 1954, is the great, great, grandson of the pioneer, 
Samuel X. Oakes. 

Samuel X+Oakes was born at Williamsport, Lycoming county, 
Pennsylvania, on September 17, 1820. Sara Jane Andersen was 
born on October 20, 1821, in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania. 
Samuel and Sara Jane were married on November 7, 1844. They 
moved to Winnebago county, Illinois, in 1855. 

Samuel and Sara Jane moved to a farm on the Skunk river, 
near the present site of Randall, Iowa, in 1861. In the spring of 
1862, they moved to our community. 

Samuel and Sara Jane were the parents of the following 
children : 

» on & "Asher D. Oakes, born September 28, 1846, died July 30, 1920. 
4°" °*" Henry Clay Oakes,-born July 1, 1848, died Mareh 13, 1988. 
vy’ (e% Elmira Oakes Knepper, born November 20, 1850. 
) i¢@y-Mary Elizabeth Oakes Brown, born September 29, 1853, died 
rt December 7, 1916. ~ 
Kliphalet Andersen Oakes, born July 13, 1857, died September 
2, 1890. 

Margaret Ann Oakes, born April 30, 1860, died May 30, 1861. 

¥Emily Jane Oakes Reed, born August 13, 1865, died January 

b1,.1931. | 


Samuel died on December 4, 1902. Sara Jane died on Decem- 
ber 9, 1887. 


OLDENBURG: 


John F. Oldenburg was a charter member of the Zearing G.A.R. 
He lived in our community until 1887. However, we haven’t found 
anyone who remembers the family. 

John EF. Oldenburg was born in Marion, Ohio. He married 
Naney KE. Graham. John and Naney were the parents of three 
children. They were Charles Jesse, Linna May, and Rollie W. 
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We do not have the date of John’s death. He died at Goldfield, 
Iowa. Naney died on September 16, 1886. 


ORTHMANN: 


Members of the Orthmann family were early pioneers in this 
community. Henry and Andrew came to our community with John 
Rahfeldt in 1866. 

Fred Orthmann and his family moved to a farm northwest of 
Zearing at a later date. 

Henry Orthmann is buried in the Zearing Cemetery. He was 
born on October 15, 1828, probably in Germany. He died in our 
community on November 20, 1882. 

According to Albert F. Rahfeldt, Fred and Andrew moved to 
Paullina, Iowa, where they established permanent homes. 


PATTON : 


George Patton was a charter member of Zearing, Iowa. He was 
a partner in Zearing’s first hardware store. Thomas W. Patton was 
a member of the local G.A.R. 

George Patton was born in Frederick county, Maryland, on 
December 6, 1812. He moved to Ohio with his parents when he 
was seven years old. The family moved to Indiana when George 
was sixteen years old. George lived in Indiana until 1855. 

Mary Mé¢Wissler was born on April 18, 1817. We do not have 
the date of her marriage to George. George and Mary left Indiana 
in a covered wagon. They settled on a farm in Marshall county, 
Towa. 

George joined the German Baptist church in 1835. He became 
a minister in 1838. In 1856, George was the central figure in the 
organization of the Bethel Chapel, which was located near Albion, 
Towa. 

George and Mary were the parents of seven children. They were 
Owell, Thomas W., George Jr., William, Isabelle Patton Johnson, 
Helen Patton Burroughs, and Anna. 

George died on February 18, 1892. Mary died on July 19, 1895. 
They are buried at Albion, Iowa. 


* * * * * 


Thomas W. Patton, the son of George and Mary, was born at 
Delphi, Indiana, on August 26, 1839. Thomas W. was an Indiana 
veteran of the Civil War. He married Harriett Jane Price at Al- 
bion, Iowa, on August 24, 1868. 

Thomas and Harriett Jane were the parents of two children. 
They were Frank and Nettie. Nettie was a popular Zearing school 
teacher in the 1890’s. 


Thomas W. died on February 10, 1918. He was buried at Lis- 
comb, lowa. We do not have the date of Harriett Jane’s death. 
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PERRY~, 


- Nathan A. Perry, local pioneer, took part in the Alaskan gold 
rush in the 1890’s. When he returned from the Klondike, he was 
rather bitter about the trip. He said than an Iowa poor house would 
be preferable to the Klondike. Nathan had suffered from frost bite. 

Nathan A. Perry was born on September 21, 1849, in Wisconsin. 
Mary Ann Vandeventer was born on April 8, 1845, in Medina 
county, Ohio, Nathan and Mary Ann were married in Wisconsin 
on October 9, 1870. They moved to our community in 1881. 

Nathan and Mary Ann were the parents of six children. They 
were Frank W:, Myrtle,pCeile, and Ernest L. Two children died 
in infaney, \, 

Nathan died on J seg 1, 1937. Mary Ann died on August 15, 
1935. 


PHIRI S; 


The Phillips family has been a highly respected family in our. . 
community from the 1870’s to 1956. William and Catherine Corbit» 
Phillips died before I was born. However, I knew and admired 
George W., Lewis, and Phoebe Phillips Wickham. 

Asa little boy, I would think up excuses to visit Phoebe’s house. 
One such incident she never forgot and teased me about it in later 
years. It seems that I appeared on her doorstep with an armload 
of catnip. It was a present for her eats. 

William M. Phillips was born in the Lake Region, Cayuga 
county, New York, on June 25, 1826. He moved to Lafayette town- 
ship, Coshocton county, Ohio, with his parents in 1838. In the 
1840’s, the family moved to Adams township, Coshocton county. — - 

Catherine Corbit was born in Ohio on March 7, 1830, Her father, 
Robert Corbit, was born in Washington county, Maryland, on 
May 16, 1790. 

William and Catherime were married in Ohio in 1851. They 
moved to Iowa in 1862. In 1875, they moved to our community. 

William and Catherine were the parents of four children. They 
were Julia, George W., Lewis, and Phoebe. 

William died on January 14, 1877. Catherine died on February 
11) 1908, 


POLLOCK: 


The Pollock family was prominent in the business life of Zear- 
ing, Iowa, for almost thirty years. 

Thomas J. Pollock, a Civil War vete ‘an,.was born in Wisconsin 
on July 26, 1842. We do not have the maiden name of his wife, 
Martha, or their wedding date. Thomas J. and Martha moved to 
Zearing in the 1890’s. 

Thomas J. and Martha were the parents of four children. They 
were Thomas E., Robert R., Wallace A., and George. 
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Thomas J. died on December 11, 1912. Martha died on October 
Soy 

Thomas E., a son of Thomas J. and Martha, was born in Wis- 
consin on July 15, 1868. Thomas E. married Mary Morton on 
November 22, 1909. 

Thomas E. bought the Farmers Bank from Nathaniel R. Clift 
and moved to Zearing in 1892. 

Thomas E. died in Arizona on February 27, 1938. 


* * * A 


Wallace A., a son of Thomas J. and Martha, married Mary 
Dunn in Hardin county, Iowa, on September 29, 1889. Wallace A. 
moved to Zearing to assist his father in the Farmers Bank. Thomas 
J. purchased the bank from Thomas E. in 1896. After the death of 
Thomas J. in 1912, Wallace A. took charge of the bank. 

Wallace A. died on August 31, 1939. Mary died on August 8, 
1938. 

* * * * * 

Robert R., a son of Thomas J. and Martha, married Clara 
George in Hardin county, Iowa. Robert R. moved to Zearing in the 
1890’s. He was a merchant. In 1902, Robert R. built the Pollock 
Block on Zearing’s Main Street. 

Robert R. died on December 4, 1938. Clara is living in Cali- 
fornia in 1954. 


POWELL: 


The Powell family came to Zearing in 1905. The family moved 
to Manly, Iowa, in 1915. In 1926, they moved to Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. Dr. Charles W. Powell was a highly regarded physician in 
our commnuity. 

Dr. Charles W. Powell was born May 7, 1872, at Mount Hamill, 
Iowa. Nellie Beneler was born on April 19, 1877, at Keokuk, Iowa. 
Charles and Nellie were married on January 30, 1896, at Cotton- 
wood, Iowa. 

Charles and Nellie were the parents of two children. They were 
Vida A. and Forrest George. 

Vida A. Powell: Graduated from the high school in Zearing. 
Graduated from a business college at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Married 
Lowren V. Harper of Manly, Iowa. They have a daughter, Jeanne. 
The Harper family established a home at Chicago, Illinois. 

Dr. Forrest G. Powell: Graduated from the high school at 
Manly, Iowa, in 1923. A cadet for two years at Kemper Military. 
Graduated from the State University of Iowa medical college in 
1932. Took specialized training in California for two years. En- 
listed in the medical corps the day after Pearl Harbor. Served in 
Europe. Married Linda Loeck. They have two children, Susan and 
David. 
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David Powell lived at. the home of his son, Charles W., from 
1905 until his death in 1938. David was ninety four years old when 
he died. 

Dr. Charles W. died on February 20, 1930, at his home in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. Nellie is living at the home of her son in Visalia, 
California, in 1955. 


PRICE: 


James Marion Price was a very efficient justice of the peace 
in our community. He was also a prominent farmer, 

Ellis J. Lewis said that he watched one trial conducted by Mr. 
Price. According to Ellis the trial was very dignified and proper. 

James Marion Price was born on December 24, 1830, at Union- 
town, Pennsylvania. James married Naney Van Order on Decem- 
ber 27, 1854. ; 

James moved to Michigan from Pennsylvania. He served with 
a Michigan regiment during the Civil War. 

James and Nancy were the parents of ten children. They were 
Wilham E., Anna M., Charles A., Arthur Robert, Bert, Ella May, 
Katharine, Susie, Harley, and Glen.\ 

James died on September 4, 1900. Naney died on January 25, 
1908. 


RAHFELDT: 


In 1955, Albert F. Rahfeldt is Lincoln township’s oldest living 
pioneer resident. He is several years past the ripe old age of ninety. 
Albert has had a very successful life in our community. He is the 
local representative of the type of pioneer that made Iowa what it 
is today. 

John Rahfeldt was born on April 29, 1825, at Berlin, Germany. 
Charlotte Baukman was born at Berlin, Germany, on February 2, 
1830. John and Charlotte were married in 1855. John came to our 
community in 1866. In 1867, Charlotte and the children came. 

John and Charlotte were the parents of seven children. They 
were Albert_F., Edward, Andrew, Henry, Beckie, Minnie, and 
Marie. | a ! rE: 

John died on September 30, 1907. Charlotte died on April 14, 
1907. 


REESE: 


The name Reese is another name that needs no introduction 
in our community. It has been a well known name in our community 
for many years. 

William Aaron Reese was born in Chicago, Illinois, on Mareh 
19, 1861. He lived at Muscatine, Iowa, and York, Nebraska, before 


coming to our community. At the age of eighteen, William moved 


or 
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to the home of his mother in Illinois Grove. Her name was Clara 
Grover Reese. 

KlInora Bowman was born at Lisbon, Iowa, on April 2, 1863. 
Her father, Wiliam A. Bowman, was one of the first business men 
in Zearing, Iowa. 

William and Elnora were married on September 11, 1886. They 
were the parents of seven children. The children were Orley G., 
Fern, Dale, Wilton L., Arba, Merlin O., and Esther. 

William died on August 23, 1943. Elnora died on July 2, 1940. 


REID: 


We do not have complete information about the Reid family. 
Vera Reid Swaggart of Eldora, Iowa, furnished partial informa- 
tion. 

James Lincoln Reid was born at Clay Grove, Iowa, on January 
26, 1861. Jennie Cruckshanke or Cruickshank was born at Donnell- 
son, lowa. We are not certain as to the spelling of Jennie’s maiden 
name. Lincoln and Jennie were married in the 1880s. 

Lincoln was a Zearing town clerk for several years during the 
early 1900’s. We know that the Reid family was living in our 
community in 1893. Lineoln and Jennie had no children. 

Lincoln died during the 1930’s. Jennie was living at Long 
Beach, California, according to the last reports concerning her. 


RHODES: 


The name Rhodes was a prominent name in the Illinois Grove 
community for many years. Members of the family came to our 
community in later years. 

George Washington Rhodes was born on a farm near Eldora, 
Towa, on July 17, 1857. Minnie Rose Lundy was born at LaFayette, 
Illinois, on September 26, 1867. She came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
with her parents in 1868. George and Minnie were married at 
Eldora, Iowa, on December 31, 1884. They moved to Illinois Grove 
to establish their home. 

George and Minnie were the parents of six children. They were 
Hazel, Glenn, Ila, Ella, Germa, and Cecil. Ella Rhodes Bailey 
Kurth, Germa Rhodes Bantz, and Cecil are former residents of 
our community. Ella was the owner of a Zearing cafe. 

George died on January 6, 1939. Minnie died on December 24, 
1955. , 

* * * * * 

Preston Harley Rhodes was born at New Providence, Iowa, on 
April 15, 1879. He lived his entire life in or near our community. 
Harley was the Zearing town marshal at the time of his death. He 
married Mageie Reid on March 9, 1904. 


Harley and Maggie were the parents of two daughters. They 
were Iva and Fern. 
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Harley died on November 8, 1946. Maggie is living in Zearing, 
Iowa, in 1955. 


ROBERTS: 


The Roberts family can be listed with the first settlers of the 
Illinois Grove neighborhood. The first member of the James Ro- 
berts family to settle in Zearing came in 1893. He was George B. 
For many years members of the Roberts family owned and operat- 
ed a meat market in Zearing. 

Adam James Roberts was born in Marion, Ohio, on February 
23, 1841. He came to Illinois Grove with his parents in 1855. James 
married Mary Graham of Tipton, Iowa, in the 1860’s. 

James and Mary were the parents of eight children. They were 
Josie, George B., Abbey D., Harry L., May, Quincey, Dot, and 
Lucian. 

James died on September 16, 1926. Mary died in 1916. 


ROBINSON : 


Robinson is another name that needs no introduction in our 
community. Dr. Catherine, Genevieve Robinson Thornton, and 
Monica Robinson Varnum are well known residents of our com- 
munity in 1956. 

George Robinson was born near Quebec, Canada, on March 2, 
1861. He came to the United States in 1872. George settled near 
State Center, Iowa. Later he moved his family to a farm southeast 
of Zearing. George married Mabel Learned on February 26, 1889. 

George and Mabel were the parents of nine children. They were 
Aganes, Catherine, Laurence, James, Winifred, Monica, Genevieve, 
George, and Marcella. 

George died on October 5, 1906. Mabel died on March 26, 1950. 


ROGERS: 


There were two John Rogers families living in our community 
prior to 1910. John Rogers, the blacksmith, was a charter member 
of Zearing, lowa. He came to the new town in 1881. The other John 
Rogers was a farmer who moved to our community in 1893. 

John P. Rogers Sr. married Anna Humphrey at Colo, Iowa, on 
November 21, 1880. John P. was Zearing’s first blacksmith. 

John P. and Anna were the parents of two children. They were 
Fred W. and Nellie. John P. Sr. had a son, John P. Jr., and a 
daughter, Jessie, at the time of his marriage to Anna. 

John P. Sr. died in May, 1902. Anna died on November 14, 1923. 


% K 3 *K * 
We have very little information about John Rogers, the farmer. 
His wife, Susannah Myers, was born on December 4, 1845, near 
Laneaster, Ohio. 
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John and Susannah were the parents of three children. They 
were Lulu, Mabel, and Otis. | 
John died in 1915. Susannah died on March 22, 1922. 


ROSEBURROUGH: 


Frank Roseburrough was a Zearing blacksmith. The Rosebur- 
rough building was torn down after the close of World War II. It 
was located on the south side of Main Street between Center Street 
and Pine Street. 

Frank Roseburrough was born on May 2, 1868, in Kane county, 
Illinois. He came to Iowa with his parents when he was a baby. 
The family settled on a farm near Union, Iowa. Frank married Jane 
Moon on March 7, 1887, at Marshalltown, Iowa. They moved to 
Zearing after the marriage. 

Frank and Jane were the parents of four children. Henry and 
Anice are deceased. Joseph lives at Hesperia, California. Lewis is 
a resident of St. Joseph, Missouri. 

Frank died on March 27, 1910. Jane is living at Nevada, Iowa, 
in 1954. 


ROUSHAR: 


When long time residents of Zearing talk about the early 1900’s, 
they almost always mention the name of Joe Roushar. Joe was a 
popular Zearing druggist in those days. 

Joseph C. Roushar was born on November 13, 1880, at Traer, 
Iowa. Anna Vorba was born on June 6, 1882, at Traer, Iowa. 
Joseph C. and Anna were married on April 15, 1903, at Clutier, 
Iowa. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1904. Joseph C. was a Zear- 
ing druggist for ten years. 

Joseph C. and Anna were the parents of three children. They 
were Marguerite, Frances, and Marcella. 

Joseph C. is living in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1955. Anna is 
buried in the St. John’s Cemetery at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She died 
on September 23, 1946. 


RUXTON: 


I was a high school boy and Adam Ruxton was retired. How- 
ever, despite our ages, Adam and I had a lot of fun pitching horse- 
shoes together. I always regarded Adam as a true sportsman on or 
off the horseshoe courts. 

Adam Hill Ruxton was born in Seotland on March 10, 1850. 
He came to the United States in 1866. Adam married Margaret 
Wallace near Geneseo, Illinois, on January 1, 1875. Margaret was 
born in Scotland on July 26, 1853. Adam and Margaret moved to 
our community in 1894. 

Adam and Margaret were the parents of four children. They 
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were Isabella, David W., James A., and Jennie. Isabella Ruxton 
Norton is living at Fort Dodge, lowa. Jennie Ruxton Chance lives 
in Zearing in 1956. David W. is deceased. James A. died on Mareh 
12; 2955: 

Adam was a member of the board of directors of a local bank 
for many years. Margaret was a prominent member of the local 
chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

Adam died on July 3, 1929. Margaret died on | October 12,4928; 


SAPP: 


Old timers remember the party given the Sapp family when 
the family left our community .The party was evidence of the high 
regard our community had for the Sapp family. 

William Sapp was born in Clermont county, Ohio, on Septem- 


ber 5, 1832. William married Margaret Jane Pease at St. Louis, ’° 


Missouri, in 1855. They lived at MeCordsville, Indiana, until 1872. 
The Sapp family was living in our community in 1889.“ 

William and Margaret Jane were the parents of six children. 
They were Charles W., Peores J., Lewis M., Paul M., Marcellus 
P., and Hannah M. 

William was 5 foot, {0 cles 4 #08 saraient Ges blue eyes, and 

brown hair. William died at Sunnyside, Washington, on March 19, 
1920. We do not have the date of Margaret Jane’s death. 


SCHRYVER: 


Henry A. Schryver came to Zearing, Iowa, in 1907 to take 
charge of the Thomas J. Pollock race horses. Henry worked for 
Pollock for many years. He was a Zearing town marshal in the 
1920s. 

Henry Allen Schryver was born on June 4, 1873 in Ogle county, 
Illinois. Sylvia Shultz was born on May 29, 1868, near Juda, Wis- 
consin. Henry and Sylvia were married on February 28, 1894, at 
Marshalltown, Iowa. 

*, 

A daughter, Jessie, is living at Eyebrow, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
in 1956. 

Henry died in 1935. Sylvia is living at Nevada, Iowa, in 1956. 


SCHULER: tom? 


Three brothers from Germany played a leading role in the 
pioneer life of our community. They were the Schuler brothers. 

Charles Schuler was born on July 7, 1849, at Mecklenburg, 
Schwerin, Germany. Charles married Anna Young at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church near State Center, Iowa, on March 3, 1878. Anna 
was born at Guelph, Ontario, Canada, on August 14, 1859. 


Charles drove to his wedding in a lumber wagon with a board 
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laid across the box for a seat. It was a thirty mile trip. Charles and 
Anna moved to a farm in our community after the wedding. 

Charles and Anna were the parents of eleven children. They 
were Clara, Christine, Bernhard, Eli, Walter, Emma, Charles Aji 
Frank, Ernest, Alfred, and Gustav. 

In 1954, three of the children are deceased. They are Christine, 
Charles Jr., and Frank. Clara Schuler Patzer is living at Marietta, 
Minnesota, Bernhard lives at Minneapolis, Minnesota. Eli and Gus- 
tav are residents of Madison, Minnesota. Emma Schuler Bates and 
Ernest are residents of La Bolt, South Dakota. Alfred lives at Lake 
View, Oregon. Walter is a resident of Granite Falls, Minnesota. 

Charles died on October 16, 1934. Anna died on July 7, 1940. 
They are buried in the Augusta Cemetery at Marietta, Minnesota. 


* * * * * 


Henry Schuler was born on April 8, 1856, at Mecklenburg, 
Schwerin, Germany. Henry married Mary Young on October 10, 
1879. Mary was born in Germany on April 5, 1857. Mary’s parents 
left Germany bound for the United States when Mary was six 
weeks old. 

Henry and Mary established a home in our community after 
their marriage in 1879. They were the parents of seven children. 
The children were Otto, Ollie, Arnold, Henry Jr., Eldon, Ray, and 
Kstella. 

In 1954, three of the children are deceased. They are Otto, Ar- 
nold, and Ray. Ollie Schuler Bryant lives at Chino, California. 
Henry Jr. is living at Swea City, Iowa. Eldon’s home is at Blue 
Karth, Minnesota. Estella Schuler Weir is a resident of Creston, 
Ohio. 

Henry died on April 2, 1946. Mary died on December 22, 1927. 


* * * * * 


John Schuler was born on November 23, 1845, at Mecklenburg, 
Schwerin, Germany. John married Elizabeth Kuhlman on April iF 
1875, in Marshall county, Iowa. Elizabeth was born in Germany on 
August 17, 1858. Elizabeth’s parents left Germany bound for the 
United States when Elizabeth was three days old. 

John and Elizabeth were the parents of twelve children. They 
were Lena, Henry, William, Charles, Lizzie, Minnie, John Jr., Ed- 
ward, Mary, Fern, Julius, and Alvin. 

Lena was born on September 25, 1876, in Marshall county, Iowa. 
The other.children were born in our community— 

John died on November 26, 1927. Elizabeth died on March 30, 
1916. 


SCHULTZE: 


Charles was the first member of the Schultze family to come to 
our community. Charles brought his family to a farm in our eom- 
munity before 1882. In 1882, Julius Sr., a brother of Charles, 
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brought his family from Germany. Julius Sr. moved in with 
Charles. However the house proved too small for two families. So 
Julius Sr. moved his family to State Center, Iowa. While living 
at State Center, Julius Sr. taught Carl Greenberg the cobbler’s 
trade. 

Charles lived in our community for several years. Then he 
moved his family to Sioux City, lowa, and from there to Canada. 
Local relatives do not know the whereabouts of the Charles Schultze 
family in 1954. 

After living at State Center for more than a year, Julius Sr. 
moved his family to a house on Main Street, east of Pearl Street, 
in Zearing. 

Julius Sehultze Sr. was born in Germany in October, 1852. 

Fredricka Goetze was born near Wittenberg, Germany, on Novem- 
ber 11, 1850. Julius Sr. and Fredricka were married in Germany 
in 1872. 


Julius Sr. and Fredricka were the parents of six children. One 
died in infancy. The others were Julius Jr., Riea, William, Charles, 
and Bertha. Julius Jr. lived in our community all of his life. He 
was a prominent farmer. Julius Jr. was active in the Zearine Tele- 
phone Association, the Zearinge Creamery Company, and was a 
rural school director for twelve bea 

Julius Sr. died on September 22, 1888. Neighbors admired the 
courage of Fredricka after his death. She kept the family together. 
Fredricka died on November 16, 1918. 


SCOTT: 


Lee O. Scott was a farmer in our community. He was a promi- 
nent resident of our community for many years 

Lee O. Scott was born near Winchester, rane on April 24, 
1868. Lee came to our community in 1887. Maria Blayney came to 
our community with her parents in March, 1882. Lee and Maria 
were married on March 19, 1891. 

Lee and Maria were the parents of four daughters. They were 
Lilie, Mabel, Harriet, and Bertha. Lee and Maria also reared a 
nephew, Mack Blayney. 

Lee died on August 1, 1933. Maria died on October 30, 1951. 


SCOVILLE: 


The Scoville family has been a prominent and popular family 
in our community for many years. 


Lloyd C. Seoville was born at Rhodes, Iowa, on November 16, 
1888. Esther H. Erickson was born at MeCallsburg, Iowa, on 
December 24, 1889. Lloyd and Esther were married on February 
19, 1910, at Roland, Iowa. Lloyd came to our community in 1904. 
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Lloyd and Esther were the parents of two daughters. They 
were Fern and Velda. 
Lloyd and Esther are living in Zearing in 1956. 


SHAW: 


The Shaw family came to our community before 1900, Descen- 
dants are living in our community in 1956. 

Daniel D. Shaw was born on June 17, 1836, in Montgomery 
county, Ohio. Daniel was a veteran of the Civil War. Anna Miller 
was born in Martinsburg, West Virginia, on January 20, 1843. 


Daniel and Anna were married at Forreston, Illinois, on September | 


5, 1867. They moved to our community in 1889, 

Daniel and Anna were the parents of six children. They were 
John, Mary Belle Shaw Horst, Nellie Shaw Sparrow, Richard, 
Edna May, and Alice Shaw Hedges. Richard, and Nellie Shaw 


Sparrow are living in our community in 1956. Beri 9 G3 5422 


Daniel died on December 2, 1893. Anna died on May 12, 1925. 


SMITH : 


The name Smith was a prominent name in the early history 
of our community. Three Smith families helped to build our com- 
munity. Members of the Smith families were always interested in 
improving our community. 

Robert Delson Smith, the son of Enoch and Jerusha Smith, was 
born in Hunterdon county, New Jersey, on March 4, 1842. Robert 
was nine years old when the family moved to Stephenson county, 
Illinois. Robert was a veteran of the Civil War’ > i. 

Sarah Smith, the daughter of Reuben and Sally Smith, was 
born in Northampton county, Pennsylvania, on August 10, 1848. 
She was a little girl when her family moved to Illinois. / 

Robert and Sarah were married at Freeport, Illinois, on Decem- 
ber 23, 1865. They were the parents of five children. The children 
were Reuben, William, Mary, Frank, and Cora. ; . 

Robert and Sarah were active in church work in our community. 
They moved to a farm in Lincoln township in 1878. Later they 
moved to Zearing. 


Robert died on October 9, 1925. Sarah died on January 29, 1936. 


James S. Smith was born in Ireland on January Lf, ABos arb 
came to the United States with his parents in 1865. They settled 
in Henry county, Llinois. 

James was a merchant and banker in our community. He was 
the mayor of Zearing in the 1890’s. In 1901, he helped to organize 
the State Savings Bank of Zearing. James was the cashier of the 
bank at the time of his death. 

James married Jessie Burkhart of Zearing on August 4, 1886. 
James and Jessie were the parents of eight children, Three died in 
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infancy. The others were Leslie M., James Lawrence, Donald M., 
Robert H., and Helen M. 


James Lawrence and Donald M. were charter members of Post 
116, The American Legion. Robert H. served as the mayor of Zear- 
ing. 

James died on April 8, 1918. Jessie died on October 23, 1949. 

Fred E. Smith was one of the leading merchants in the history 
of our community. Fred was born on March 15, 1880, at Shenan- 
doah, Iowa. Gertrude Ann Schmidt was born at Independence, 
Iowa. Fred and Gertrude were married at Iowa Falls, Lowa, on 
July 5, 1904. 

They do not remember the exact date they moved to Zearing. 
However, we know that they lived in Zearing in 1907. 

A son, Fred Jr. is living in California in 1956. 

Fred and Gertrude are living in Zearing, Iowa, in 1956. Fred 
is a traveling salesman. 


SNIVELY: 


We do not have complete information about the Jacob Snively 
family. We are listing the information we have. 

Jacob Snively was born in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on 
September 26, 1827. He moved from Pennsylvania to Knox county, 
lIlinois. Jacob married Martha Strow on May 15, 1851. Jacob was 
living in Zearing in 1893. We do not have the list of the children 
of Jacob and Martha. 

Jacob died on November 19, 1903. We do not have the date of 
Martha’s death. 


SPARROW : 


The pioneer Sparrow family lived in north Sherman township, 
Story county, Iowa. However, after Zearing was founded there 
was no doubt that the members of the family considered the new 
town as their home town. The Sparrow family was active in church 
work and community affairs. 

Ephraim Sparrow was born in Suffolk, England, on April 8, © 
1839. He came to the United States in 1857. Ephraim settled at 
Syeamore, Illinois. Jennie M. Sowers was born at Perrysville, Ver- 


million county, Indiana, on May 23, 1841) In 1842, the Sowers AN 


family moved to Sycamore, Illinois. 
Ephraim and Jennie were married on January 23, 1863. In 
1873, they moved to a farm in Sherman township, Story county, 
Towa. A grandson, Ross Sparrow, lives on the family farm in 1956.’ 
AXKs Ephraim and Jennie were the parents of seven children. They 
ee were Hattie May, Elmer Ellsworth, Elva Edith, Frankie James, 
Ny Mary Luella,-Elnora/Netta, and Florence’ Etta. Frankie James died 
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very young. He was buried in the southwest corner of the lawn at 
the Sparrow farm home. 

Kphraim died on April 28, 1893. Jennie died on January 11, 
1894. 


STALLINGS: 


Abe served as a cavalryman during the Civil War. I remember 
him as the Marshal of the Day during celebrations in Zearinge. Abe 
rode a white horse while serving as the marshal. He looked exactly 
like the popular conception of a western cavalryman. 

Sylvester Abe Stallings was born in Logan county, Llinois, on 
May 16, 1841. Abe married Ruella Oretta Ufford in March, 1866. 
They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1889. 

Abe and Ruella were the parents of a daughter, Anna Myrtle 
Ineledue. 

Abe died on April 21, 1927. Ruella died on February 20, 1915. 


aK 
Kr A 
STEBBINS: pt 


Members of the Stebbins family were among the first settlers 
in our community. Alonso Stebbins lived here before the township 
was formed in 1866. Julius Stebbins is mentioned in the early 
school records of Lincoln township. The name Stebbins appears 
on the charter membership lists of the Evangelical sand Christian 
churches. pect Aral, Ligal3 a4n4 
Alonso Stebbins married Jane Greer. They were the parents of., te, 
four children. The children were Henry, Lorenzo;Albert, and Mary@°* — 
A news item of the early 1900’s gave us some information about 
Albert. It said that he lived at that time in Antelope county, 
Nebraska. His address was Tilden, Nebraska, which is located in 
Madison county, Nebraska. ~ SAAT 


Julius Stebbins was born on May 17, 1823, in England. Ange- 
Ime Mills was born on January 31, 1824, in England. Julius and 
Angeline were married in England. They moved to New York from 
England. Later they came to Iowa. The trip to Iowa was made in 
an ox drawn covered wagon. 

Julius and Angeline were the parents of five children. We are | 
not certain about the spelling of one of the names. It could have, - , 
been Alminisi or Almonsi. The other four were Eugene, Theodore,). ° <5 
Frank, and Florence. Eugene was generally known as @. E. 

Julius died on December 22, 1909. Angeline died on February 


Cc 


9, 1917. They are buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 
, 2 > Xs / Ji htee {20 
Kugene married Sarah Greer on Januafy 12, 1876. Sarah owned 
forty acres of land in Section 11. She was listed as a Lincoln town- 
ship land owner in the Iowa Atlas published in 1875, 
AU » gp-7In j pS al | 
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Eugene and Sarah were the parents of a daughter, Rosa. Rosa 
Stebbins Newby was living in Roseville, California, in 1955. 

Sarah died on February 26, 1879. She was born on August 18, 
1855. Sarah is buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 


STEVENS: 


Minnie Webb Stevens is a resident of Nevada, Iowa, in 1956. 
Minnie’s help in gathering information for this history was greatly 
appreciated. Minnie is a member of the pioneer Webb family of 
Sherman township, Story county, Lowa. 

Charles W. Stevens was born in Story County, Iowa, on Mareh 
28, 1875. Charles married Minnie Webb on March 1, 1900. They 
moved to our community after the marriage. 

Charles and Minnie were active in the Christian Church of 
Zearing. They were well known residents of our community. 

Charles died on June 14, 1946. Minnie is living at Nevada, Iowa, 
in 1956. (/ 


STIMSON : A, peo!’ jer! 

The name Stimson appears’many times in the records of the 
town of Zearing. Nathaniel Ag Stimson was a town official. 

Nathaniel A. Stimson was born on Mareh 11, 1867, at Tiskilwa, 
Illinois. Mary Elizabeth See“was born on November 3, 1871, in 
Sherman township, Story county, Iowa. Nathaniel and Mary were 
married at the See home in Sherman township on January 1, 1890. 
They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1892. 

Nathaniel and Mary were the parents of three children. They 
were Mary Goldie Stimson Abbott—1892; Mervin H. Stimson— 
1895; and LaVerne E. Stimson—1903. Goldie, who lives at San 
Franciseo, California, furnished the family information for this 
history. 

According to Virgil Lancaster, the name Zearing Road, was 
suggested by Nathaniel A. Stimson for one of the main roads in 
their section of California. The name was adopted by the authori- 
ties at his suggestion. The Zearing Road runs through Denair, 
California. Nathaniel A. Stimson, John R. Chanee, and Aaron Lan- 
easter, all former Zearing families, lived along the road. 

Nathaniel died on February 21, 1940. Mary died on July 12, 
1948. They are buried at Turlock, California. 


TAGATOFF: 


Francis Tagatoff was mentioned in Allen’s history of Story 
county as a prominent resident of Lincoln township in the 1880’s. 
Francis Tagatoff was born on June 24, 1857. Anna Dunn was 
born in Liberty township, Marshall county, Iowa, on December 24, 


——————— 
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1864. Francis and Anna were married on October 12, 1885. They 
established their home in our community. 

Francis and Anna were the parents of six children. They were 
Luey, Margaret, Elsie, Cecelia, Mamie, and Ena. 

Francis died on April 3, 1936. Anna died on December 29, 1947. 


TERWILLIGER: 


We have very little information about the important Terwilliger 
family of our community. Wallace H. Terwilliger served on the 
first school board. He represented Lincoln township on the county 


board of supervisors when the county board was composed of one | 


member from each township. 

We found a letter written by Horatio C. Wiekham* which 
stated that the Terwilliger family was one of the first families to 
arrive in our community after 1860. 


1870—Iowa CENSUS 


Terwilliger, W. H., age 46, farmer, real estate $1,800, personal 
$2,400, born in New York. 

Klizabeth, age 35, born in New York. 

Adelbert, age 24, works on’farm, personal $350, born in 
Michigan. 

Mary A., age 21, born in Indiana. 

Nellie, age 16, born in New York. 

Hall, age 14, born in New York. 

Harry, age 0, born in Iowa. 


THATCHER: 


The Thatcher family was one of the leading families in the early 
history of our community. The family had a prominent role in 


> . e ta ? 
building our community. a) toner fley 


His parents were from Virginia. In 1844, Thomas married Eliza- 
beth Simons of Richmond, Indiana. They moved to our community 
in 1869. At that time there was only one home between the Thatcher 


farm and Nevada, Iowa. It was a distance of approximately twenty- 


five miles. 


Thomas and Elizabeth were the parents of seven children. They /* 


were Lucinda, Jesse W., Charles N., Viol£Eldora, William, and 


Bla. | grite 17 (925 

Thomas died on May 27, 1905. Elizabeth died on! ebruary 22, 
1907. 

* %* * * * 

The following is the record of the children of Thomas and Eliza- 
beth Simons Thatcher. 

1. Lucinda Thatcher was born in 1845. She married William 
Buzzard. They moved to Utah. 


Thomas Thatcher was born in,Clinton tounty, Ohio, in 1822,(2-e2 & 
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2. Jesse W. Thatcher was born in 1847. He married Matilda 
obbins. They, lived on a farm in Lincoln township until 1888. 
SP htek ates by Els 54g dq. ais etd 
esse and Matilda were the parents of six children. They were 
Elbert} Edward,-Lillian, Beatrice, Essie} and Pearl. (7 

3. Charles Nathan Thatcher was born at Amboy, Indiana, on 
August 11, 1849. When he was fourteen years of age, he enlisted 
for service in the Civil War. After his discharge from the service, 
Charles was a freight man for the Union Pacifie R. R. His route 
was from Deadwood, South Dakota, to Salt Lake City. Charles 
returned to Iowa in 1871. 

Ana McDowell was born on June 15, 1854. Charles and 
Ana were married on March 22, 1877. Charles helped to or- 
ganize the rural mail routes in our community in 1900-01. 
Charles and Ana were active in church and community 
projects. 

Charles and Ana were the parents of three daughters. 
They were Leona C., Edna, and Ilo. 

Charles died at Daphne, Alabama, on February 9, 1925. 
Ana died on December 23, 1922. 

4. Viola Thatcher was born in 1856. She died in 1874. 

5. Eldora Thatcher was born in 1856. She died in 1889. Eldora 
married Oliver 8. Wildman. Oliver and Eldora were the parents 
of three boys. They were Roy, Earl, and Webb V. 

6. William Joseph Thateher was born on a farm near Winter- 
set, Iowa, on October 31, 1861. William married Mae Norton on 
October 12, 1887, at Zearing, Iowa. : 

William and Mae adopted a daughter, Bessie. 

William died on March 18, 1939. Mae is living at Fort 


Dodge, Iowa, in 1954. Lh h TA, 149 5 )7 
Ay 7. Ella Thatcher died wl n she was a small ehild. ae , ; 
umis hid p Pe pirdt / ¢ 106 cng yy lesedtinel’ 2 : A f } } 
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THOMAS: 


The Thomas family was an important family in our community 
in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Lewis W. Thomas was a Civil 
War veteran. . 

Lewis W. Thomas was born in 1828.We do not have the place 
of birth. However, we know that he was living in Iowa in 1864. 
Caroline Roberts was born in 1830 at Cleveland, Ohio. We do not 
have the place of marriage or the date. They moved to our eom- 
munity in 1879. 

Lewis and Caroline were the parents of seven children. They 
were Alice, Walter, Addie, Charles, Mary, Minnie, and Clara. 

Lewis W. died in 1918. Caroline died in 1910. 
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THOMPSON: 


Laura Ida Thompson Golly was one of my teachers at the 
eountry school in Section 14. She was an excellent teacher. She was 
the only member of the well known Thompson family of our com- 
munity that I was acquainted with. 


James M. Thompson was born at Earlville, [linois, in April, 
1857. Edith Lillian Sauer was born at Sandwich, Illinois, on July 
8, 1865. James and Edith Lillian were married at Sandwich, Illinois, 
in 1884. They move to a farm north of Zearing, Iowa, in 1893. 


James and Edith Lillian were the parents of five children. They 
were: ; 


Laura Ida Thompson Golly, born March 18, 1885, Sheridan, 
Illinois, died Winnebago, Minnesota, July 7, 1956. 

Rilla Thompson Fitzpatrick, born December 17, 1886, Sheridan, 
Illinois. Living at Mason City, Iowa. 

Darlin A. Thompson, born 1891, Sheridan, Illinois, died Blue 
Earth, Minnesota, 1946. 

Emeline Thompson Foss, born August 19, 1889, Sheridan, 
Illinois. Living at Granada, Minnesota. 

Boyd A. Thompson, born May 24, 1903, Zearing, Iowa. Living 
at Rahway, New Jersey. 

The Thompson family moved to Blue Earth, Minnesota, in 1909. 


James died in June, 1921. Edith Lillian died in February, 1932. 
They are buried at Blue Earth, Minnesota. 


THORNTON: 


Everyone in our community is acquainted with the Thornton 
family. Members of the family have been active citizens of our 
community for many years. | 


Peter, Thornton was born in Lanarkshire, Scotent on eee 
31, 1853. He was a small boy when the family moved from Scot- 
land to Grant county, Wisconsin. Harriet Augusta Tubbs was 
born in Dane county, Wisconsin, on August 15, 1860. Peter and 
Harriet Augusta were married at Bloomington, Wisconsin, on 
December 28, 1877. They moved to our community after the mar- 
riage. 

In 1882, Peter moved his family to Pipestone county, Minnesota. 
The trip was made by covered wagon. In 1891, the family returned 
to our community. 

Peter and Harriet Augusta were the parents of six children. 
They were Nellie, Hazel, Fred, Merle, Grace, and Edith. Grace 
Thornton Gilmore, Fred, and Merle are living in our community 
in 1956. 

Peter died on August 11, 1934. Harriet Augusta died on March 
7, 1938. 
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TIGHT: 


The Tight family was a pioneer family in the Illinois Grove 
neighborhood. However, several members of the family came to 
our community many years ago. 

James J. Tight was born in England on April 27, 1821. Cathe- 
rine Wooley was born in New York on March 10, 1825. James and 
Catherine were married in Ohio on June 23, 1843. They moved to 
Illinois Grove in 1855. They lived in a log cabin at Illinois Grove. 

James and Catherine were the parents of eleven children. Three 
died in infancy. The others were: 


George Anson Tight James Henry Tight 
Lawrence Tight Sarah Tight Corbit 
Mart Tight Marble Emily Tight Hix 
Caroline Tight Perry 3inford E. Tight 


All of the children are deceased. 


James J. died in 1889. Catherine died in 1901. They are buried 
in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 


TISDALE: 


Members of the Tisdale family have been prominent residents 
of our community, 1884-1956. Present indications are that the 
name Tisdale will be prominent in our community for many years 
to come. 

Julius P. Tisdale was born at South Lyon, Oakland county, 
Michigan, on December 12, 1849. Julius married Maria Mead on 
October 25, 1875. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1884. 

Julius worked at the mason trade during his first years as a 
resident of Zearing. Then he worked as a tinner for Patton & John- 
son, and for Wohlheter & Son. Finally he went into the hardware 
business for himself. Julius sold his hardware in the late 1890’s. 
After the sale of the hardware, Julius worked as a carpenter until 
his retirement. 

Dr. Denison Tisdale of Des Moines, Iowa, practiced medicine 
in our community when he came to visit his son. 

Julius and Maria were the parents of four sons. They were 
Denison A., E. John, A. James, and Julius Ray. 

Julius died on February 18, 1922. Maria died on October 6, 1941. 


TREMAN: 


The Treman family is mentioned in Allen’s history of Story 
county as a prominent Lincoln township family in the 1880’s. 

Alfred Riley Treman was born on February 22, 1828. His wife, 
Mary, was born on April 28, 1832. We do not have her maiden 
name. We do not have the date and place of their marriage. Their 
daughter, Carrie Bell, married John E. Craft at Marengo, Illinois, 
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in 1873. This probably indicates that the Treman family lived in 
that section of Illinois before moving to Towa. 

Alfred Riley and Mary were the parents of four children. They 
were Carrie Bell Treman Craft, Mary Treman Wilson, Frank 
Alonzo Treman, and Minnie Treman Fleming. 

Alfred Riley died on October 5, 1898. He is buried in the 
Zearing Cemetery. Mary died on February 4, 1912. Evidence indi- 
eates that Mary was buried at Sycamore, Illinois. 


UFFORD: 


You ean not check the early records of Lincoln township without 
finding the name Ufford. Ufford was a pioneer name in our com- 
munity. 
Nicholas A. Ufford was born on October 28, 1813, at Lee, Oneida 
county, New York. Sarah S. Mott was born on December 3, 1818, 
at Lee, Oneida county, New York. The town, Lee, might possibly 
be the town ealled Lee Center, in 1956. 
Nicholas and Sarah were married in New York. We do not have 
the date. They moved to our community in the 1860’s. Nicholas 
was a farmer and carpenter in our community. He built the coun- 
try school which was later used by the people of Zearing. Zearinge 
used the country school until a town school could be built. Nicholas 
was a trapper in northwest Iowa in the winter. He was a friend 
of the Indians. 
Nicholas and Sarah were the parents of twelve children. They 
were: 
John—born April 7, 1857;.died May 20, 1937, married Delight 
McClure. 

Charles—born July 31, 1843, died October 24, 1925, married 
Deal Paulin. 

W. Alfred—born, May 6, 1852, died April 30, 1934, married 
Del] Clancy. 

Myron—born November 18, 1855, died April 5, 1944, married 
Ella Chance. 

Ruella—born Say eri per d, 1845, died February 20, 1915, mar- 

ried Sylvester Abe Stallings. 

Ida—born July 2, 1859, died October 7, 1917, married Simon 

Kersey. 


Bell—born September 11, 1864, died February 15, 1948, did <Ke 


not marry. 

Sarah E.—born September 26, 1839, died March 6, 1840. 

Franklin—born March 9, 1841, died January 18, 1843. 

Emma—born January 20, 1848, died April 1, 1928, married 
William Wick. 

George—born March 31, 1850, died September 21, 1867, did 
not marry. | 

Adelia—born March 22, 1862, died October 15, 1948, married 
John W. Mills. 


fis 
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Nicholas died on June 14, 1898. Sarah S. died on November 13, 
1880. They are buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 


* * *% %* % 


3enjamin Franklin Ufford was born on December 26, 1857, 
near Port Byron, New York. Dora J. Robertson was born on Janu- 
ary 30, 1860, near Port Byron, New York. Franklin and Dora 
were married at Port Byron in December, 1881. They moved to 
our community in the spring of 1882. 

Franklin and Dora were the parents of four children. They 
were Curtis, Vie, Lois, and Sylvia. 

Franklin died in 1942 at Cedar Falls, Iowa. Dora died in Febru- 
ary, 1949, at Cedar Falls, Iowa. 


VARNUM: 


Descendants of Fredrick S. and Martha Varnum are living on 
the farm north of Zearing, Iowa, which was purchased by Fred- 
rick S. in 1886. The family moved to the farm from Marshall county 
in 1887. The first house was located near the west line of the farm. 
Later the house was moved to its present site. 

Fredrick S. Varnum was born in 1856. We do not have the place 
of birth. Martha M. McCall was born at Fairbault, Minnesota, in 
1864. Fredrick S. married Martha on December 3, 1885. Their 
first home was located in Marshall county. 

Fredrick S. and Martha were the parents of four children. 
They were John, Harry, Mary, and Anselm. 

Fredrick §. died in 1909. Martha is living at Nevada, Lowa, in 
1956. 


VINSEL: 


Roy Vinsel has always been one of the friendliest residents of 
our community. The Vinsel family has been a highly regarded 
family in our community. 

Roy Vinsel was born on December 22, 1880, at Adamsville, Ohio. 
Roy came to our community in 1905. Roy married Blanche Holcomb, 
the daughter of William and Amelia Bunker Holcomb of our com- 
munity, on January 5, 1910. 

Roy and Blanche were the parents of three children. They were 
Kenneth, Karroll H., and Amelia. Kenneth and Karroll H. are 
living in our community in 1956. 

Roy and Blanche are living in Zearing in 1956. 


WALDIE: 


The Waldie family was a jovial family. If you had a bad ease of 
the blues the Waldie boys could cheer you up. Clara Waldie clerked 
in loeal stores for many years. She was an excellent clerk. 
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William J. Waldie married Louisa Snively in Illinois on Sep- 
tember 29, 1867. Louisa was born at Bloomington, Illinois, on 
February 8, 1852. They moved to a farm near State Center, Lowa, 
in 1874. William died in 1884. Louisa and her family moved to 
Zearing in 1895. 

William and Louisa were the parents of seven children. They 
were Mary, John, William Jr., Irvin, George, Earl, and Clara. 
Louisa died on December 22, 1932. 


WHITAKER: 


The Whitaker family is one of Lincoln township’s landmark 
families. The family farm located northwest of Zearing, has been 
the home of the Whitaker family since 1892. 

Charles L. Whitaker was born on June 4, 1869, in LaSalle 
eounty, Illinois. Lena Brennemann was born on August 18, 1872, 
in LaSalle county, Illinois. Charles and Lena were married on 
September 22, 1892. They arrived in our community on September 
24, 1892. 

Charles and Lena were the parents of two sons. Harold died in 
1918. Verner is living on the family farm in 1955. 

Charles died on November 30, 1930. Lena died on February 10, 
1954. 


WICKS: 


Many people will remember Lonnie Wicks exercising his horse 
on the roads around Zearing. There was turmoil when the spirited 
horse and Lonnie disagreed. 

Although Alonsa J. Wicks was a prominent resident of our 
community, I have been unable to obtain any information about 
his early life. Alonsa married Lillian Etta Norton at Meriden, 
Illinois, on January 13, 1878. They moved to our community sev- 
eral years after the marriage. 

Lillian Etta Norton was born at Earlville, Illinois, on Sep- 
tember 28, 1859. She was the daughter of Hiram O. and Nancy 
Davis Norton. Etta’s parents moved to our community in 1881. 

Alonsa and Etta were the parents of two daughters. They were 
Edith Maude and Mary Ethel. In later years, a grandson, Ora 
Bump, lived at the Wicks home. 

Etta died on February 1, 1931. She is buried in the Zearing 
Cemetery. Alonsa died in California. That is all the information 
we have. 


WILLIAMS: 


The name Williams was an important one in the late 1800’s in 
our community. The name appears in the story of the founding of 
Zearing, Iowa. The name appears in the first town government of 
Zearing. 
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Asa M. Williams was born at Everett, Pennsylvania, on Febru- 
ary 15, 1841. Mary Ellen Cornell);was born at Everett, Pennsyl- 
vania, on December 18, 1840. Asa and Mary Ellen were married 
at Clearville, Pennsylvania, on August 20, 1861. They moved to 
Zearing, Iowa, when the town was founded in 1881. 

Asa and Mary Ellen were the parents of six daughters. They 
were Susie Williams Coffelt, Laura Williams Keenan, Jennie Wil- 
liams Price, Sadie Williams Burkhart, Luey> Williams Armstrong, 
and Bell Williams Armstrong. ; 

Asa was the first mayor of Zearing, Iowa. He established the 
first implement store in Zearing. 

Asa died on January 16, 1909. Mary Ellen died on February 16, 
1909. | 


* * % * * 


We do not have a complete sketch for the Charles H. Williams 
family. Charles was the first postmaster of the Sunset post office 
which was located in Section 17, Lincoln township. 

There were two children in the Charles H. Williams family. 
They were Otis and Pearl. The family moved to Marshalltown, 
Iowa, from our community. Later they moved to Michigan. Otis 


became a lawyer. 
* * aK *% % 


James L. Williams helped the surveyors when Zearing was 
founded. He furnished the meat when the Richardson family fed 
the people who came to buy lots. In return for his services, James 
was allowed the first choice in lots. It would be interesting to know 
which lot, or lots, he chose. That could only be discovered by 
examining the abstracts of the original section of Zearing. An im- 
possible task. 

James L. Williams established the first butcher shop in Zearing. 
The Story County Watchman of Nevada, lowa, printed a list of 
Zearing business firms on April 3, 1882. The Watchman listed a 
Williams Brothers meat market. We have only one bit of evidence 
as to the brother of James. We do not list our information as a 
proved fact. However, Allen’s history of Story county has a list 
of Zearing improvements for 1882. It lists: 

George Williams—dwelling house—#300. 
James L. Williams—dwelling house—$800. 
This evidence points to George as the other partner in the 


Willams Brothers meat market. It is not conclusive proof that 
he was. 


WOEHLER: 


We have very little information about the Woehler brothers. 
They owned a hardware store in Zearing during the early 1900’s. 
Ed served on the town council. 

The Woehler brothers came’ to Zearing from St. Peter, Min- 


9 
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nesota. Ed and his wife, Christine, and+his brother, John, came 


together. John married Ella Force while living in Zearing.. She 
was the daughter of Rev. Force. 

When brew sold the store, Ed and onmnaaie returned to Min- 
nesota. John and Ella moved to Greeley, Colorado. 

The above information was supplied by Manly E. Dakins. Manly 
worked in the Woehler hardware store. 


WOHLHETER: 


Frederick Wohlheter and his son, George, bought the Patton & 
Johnson hardware store in 1888. Wohlheter & Son sold to Esau A. 
Allen & Son on December 1, 1902. Allen & Son sold to Joseph 
Johnson & Son in June, 1908. 

George Wohlheter, the son of Frederick and Mavdalone Wohl- 
heter, was born on Mar ch 7, 1858, at Elgin, Iowa. George married 
Mary Jane Klock at Auburn, Iowa, on September 29, 1878. George 
and Mary Jane had no children. 

Cecelia Wohlheter, the sister of George, lived in Zearing for 
some time. She was a music teacher. Cecelia married Vestal Parker. 
Vestal was a clerk in a local store. 

Celia Klock, a sister of Mary Jane Wohlheter, was a local nurse. 
Celia married George Smith. 

George died on February 3, 1940. Mary Jane died on November 
1551937 


WOLFORD: 


Harry Wolford is the only member of the original Wolford 
family who is living in our community in 1956. Harry has made 
our community his permanent home. Harry has always been one of 
our community’s best citizens. 

William Martin Wolford was born in Hampshire county, West 
Virginia, on December 6, 1843. William’s parents moved to Illinois 
when he was a small boy. Enroute to Illinois, the father, Peter Wol- 
ford, died. William, the eldest of the five fatherless children, was 
called upon to assist his mother in the emergency. The record shows 
that William did an excellent job. 

Wilham married Caroline Scott at Dillon, Illinois, on August 
3, 1865. They moved to State Center, Iowa, in 1894. They moved 
to our community in 1898. 

William and Caroline were the parents of seven children. They 
were Frank, Florence, Emma, Charles, Edward, Harry,_and—Albert. 

William died on May 14, 1929. Caroline died on Mayib, 1913= | 


WOMELDORFE: 


I have a special regard for the Womeldorff family. Several 
members of that family were boyhood friends and playmates of 
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mine. The Womeldorff family needs no introduction in our com- 
munity. Eugene and Gilbert were brothers. 

Eugene W. Womeldorff was born on April 13, 1875, at Chenoa, 
McLean county, Illinois. Eugene was twenty-seven years old when 
he moved to Idaho. There he met and married Bessie Trunnell. 
They were married on October 29, 1902. Eugene and Bessie moved 
to a farm in our community in 1910. 

Kugene and Bessie were the parents of six children. Russell, 
Pauline, and James were born in Idaho. Burnell, Lyle, and Curtis 
were born in our community. 

Russell is deceased. Pauline Womeldorff Black is hving in Des 
Moines, Iowa. James is a prominent business man at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Burnell is in business at Mingo, Iowa. Lyle is in Casa 
Blanea, Africa. Curtis is farming in Warren township, Story 
county, Lowa. 

Kugene died on September 4, 1953. Bessie is living in Warren 
township, Story county. 

* * * i %* 

Gilbert B. Womeldorff was born on December 27, 1877, at 
Chenoa, McLean county, Illinois. Anna Dawson was born on Mareh 
10, 1883, at Fairbury, Illinois. Gilbert and Anna were married on 
February 22, 1907, at Fairbury, Illinois. They moved to our com- 
munity on Mareh 1, 1909. 

Hilbert and Anna were the parents of three children. They were 
Dawson, born, Mareh 24, 1908, Donald, born, November 21, 1910, 
and Eileen, born, November 6, 1918. 

Gilbert and Anna moved to our community with the idea of 
sending their children to Iowa State College at Ames, lowa. Dawson 
oraduated from Iowa State College in 1930. Donald graduated in 
1936. Eileen is a 1940 graduate of Iowa State College. 

Gilbert died on January 7, 1955. Anna died on February 13, 
1952. They are buried at Fairbury, Illinois. 


WOOD: 


Gordon Wood owned one of the three farms which were con- 
sidered for the location of the town of Zearing, Iowa. After the 
founding of Zearing, Gordon akties e one oF the first grocery 
stor es in the new town. QLA\ 

Jordon Wood was born in 1845.‘Wé do not have the place of 
birth. Howev er, he served in an Illinois regiment during the Civil 
War. Gordon married Rachel Emeline’Belden in LaSalle county, 
Illinois, on February 16, 1870. They moved to our community in 
1878. Gordon bought the west one half of the Edward G. Richardson 
farm in Section 21. 

Gordon and Rachel were the parents of two children. They were 
Minnie Wood Chance and John E. 

Gordon died on September 13, 1902. Rachel died on December 
27, 1982. 
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WRIGHT: 


The Wright family was a prominent family in our community in 
the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. 

Charles Homer Wright was born on February 7, 1860, near 
Peebles, Ohio. Mary Elizabeth Guthrie was born on June 28, 1859, 
near Peebles, Ohio. Charles and Mary Elizabeth were married on 
September 18, 1879, near Peebles, Ohio. They moved to our com- 
munity in 1880. 

Charles and Mary Elizabeth were the parents of nine children. 
They were Ola Mae, Quincy Roscoe, John Edgar, Elbert Anthrum, 
Earl Homer, Lottie, Cecil Pearl, Lloyd Homer, and Dorsey Dewey. 

Charles died on October 9, 1948. Mary Elizabeth died on August 
3, 1953. They are buried at Golden City, Missouri. 


WYCKOFF: 


David Stephen Wyckoff was a well known Zearing real estate 
dealer. He was in the real estate business in our community in the 
early 1900’s. 

David Stephen Wyckoff married Laura Ellen Hawk at Arrow- 
smith, Illinois, on January 19, 1882. They moved to our community 
in 1897. Stephen was a farmer when he came to our community. 

Stephen and Laura were the parents of three children. They 
were Clyde, Gertie, and Lavurn. 

Stephen died on May 12, 1927. Laura died on January 8, 1940. 


YOUNG: 


We are indebted to Clara Schuler Patzer of Marietta, Minne- 
sota, for the story of her grandparents, the pioneer John Henry 
Young family. William C. Young checked the information for his 
parents, William F. and Augusta Maronda Young. 

Hans H. Young married Christine Wilhweber in Germany. 
Their address after the marriage was Lubeck, Schleswig Holstein, 
Germany. Three of their children, William F., Bernhard, and Mary 
were born near Lubeck. 


When Mary was six weeks old the family left Germany bound 
for the United States. However, their ship was caught in a storm 
and was forced to dock in Canada. The family settled near Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada, where the three youngest children were born. 
They were Anna, John, and Andrew H. John died in infancy. 


Hans H. bought land in Story county, Iowa. In 1869, the family 
moved to Lincoln township. Hans H. was ealled John Henry by 
his friends in Lincoln township. 


Bernhard Young was killed while returning from a meeting at 
the Wickham school house. He was thrown from his horse. Mary 
and Anna married the Schuler brothers, Henry and Charles. An- 
drew H. died at Marietta, Minnesota, on May 4, 19389. 
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John Henry died on October 26, 1893. Christine died on Jan- 
uary 12, 1906. They are buried in the Illinois Grove cemetery. 


William F. Young, the son of John Henry and Christine, lived 
on his farm in Lincoln township for sixty years. He could be rated 
as a master farmer among the pioneer settlers of our community. 
William F. was born near Lubeck, Schleswig Holstem, Germany, 
on October 29, 1852. He came to Lincoln township with his parents 
in 1869. 

William F. married Augusta Maronda at Nevada, Iowa, on 
November 30, 1875. They settled in Lincoln township in 1878. 
William F. and Augusta were the parents of five children. They 
were Ruth A., Carrie, George, Fred, and William C. 

William F. died on March 26, 1938. Augusta died on January 
11, 1937. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


ZEIGLER: 


The Zeigler family will be remembered by the older residents 
of our community. The family was a well known family in our 
community for more than twenty years. ; 

Richard F. Zeigler was born at Rushville, Illinois, on October 
19, 1854. He married Eleanora Wallwork in January of 1885. 
Eleanora died on August 7, 1900, at Earlville, Illinois. 

In 1901, Richard F. and the children moved to Zearing. The 
ehildren were Frank, Grace, William, Mary, Laura, Byrdie, and 
Gail. 

Richard F. died on March 31, 1931, at Marietta, Minnesota. 


Family Section — Summary 


I know that some families have been overlooked in this history. 
It would be a miracle if they were all included. I can say that I did 
not intentionally overlook any family. I tried to inelude all of the 
families that helped to build our community. 

There are many problems to consider. Many families came to 
Zearing to work for some organization. Other families were pro- 
fessional families who lived in our community for short periods of 
time and then moved away. Some families lived in Zearing because 
some member of the family taught in the loeal school. Most of the 
families in the above elassifications did not consider Zearing as 
their permanent home. 

There were families who considered our community as a tem- 
porary stopping place on their way west. There was the problem of 
families living on the border line of our community. I had to decide 
whether the evidence pointed to our community, or a neighboring 
community, as their home community. 
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You will find names listed with local organizations that are not 
Zearing names. A number of people from outside our community 
joined local organizations. 

I had to depend on local records and local residents for the 
names of the early families in our community. That means that 
some of the early families might not be included because I did not 
know about them. 

I hope that I have included the great majority of the families 
that had a sincere interest in the welfare of our community. 


1860 - 1880 


We have the names but very little additional information about 
the following residents during the period, 1860-80. 

C. W. Tucker — The Tucker family is listed in the 1870 census. 

A. J. Reed — His name appears in the early school records. 

D. W. & A. B. Church — Their names appear in the early 
school records. Albert F. Rahfeldt said that he remembered them. 
According to his memory they moved to Jasper county, Iowa. Al- 
bert said that he thought one of the men was associated with the 
sheriff ’s office in Jasper county and was killed in the line of duty. 

H. 8S. DeWitt —— His name appears in the early school records. 


Patrick MeClain — Patrick’s name appears in the early school 
records. 

Jonathan Fisher — His name appears in the early school 
records. ; 

- Jesse Corbit — Constance Flower Lundin said that Jesse lived 


in Section 8, Lincoln township. 

F. H.Dewey — His name appears in the early school records. 

Charles Graves — His name appears in the early school records. 

Abraham J. Banta — He is listed in the 1875 Iowa Atlas as ¢ 
farmer living in Section 4, Lincoln Township. 

Charles Edgett — He is listed in the 1875 Iowa Atlas as a 
farmer living in Section 27, Lincoln township. He was probably 
the brother of Fidelia Edgett Clift. 

Charles Hendrickson — Charles was listed in the 1875 Iowa 
Atlas as a farmer living in Section 7, Lincoln township. 

Lewis T. Parker — Lewis was listed im the 1875 Iowa Atlas as 
a farmer living in Section 10, Lincoln township. 

Jonathan J. Thorne — He was listed in the 1875 Iowa Atlas as 
a farmer living in Section 16, Lineoln township. Other information 
relates that he was a cattle feeder. He wore a huge buffalo coat 
on any suitable occasion. A son, Oliver J. Thorne, was one of the 
first station agents in Zearing. 


1880 - 1900 


We have some information concerning the following residents 
of our community during the period, 1880-1900. 
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Gus M. Tuttle was one of the first storekeepers in Zearing. He 
served on the town council in 1883. 

John Henry Vining Willits was a very prominent early resident 
of Zearing. He was a druggist. J. H. V. served a term as the mayor 
of Zearing. He was a township elerk in the 1880’s. J. H. V. jour- 
neyed to Washington, D.C. to attend the inauguration of Benjamin 
Harrison. 

McConnell was the partner of Charles N. Thatcher in a loeal 
store. Manly E. Dakins said that McConnell’s first name was Hugh. 


Thomas J. MeKibben was a Zearine grocer. Thomas was a com- 
petent tenor singer. His wife was an excellent soprano. Thomas 
was one of the first citizens to advoeate a bank for Zearing. 

A. B. Welton was a Zearing druggist. That is all the informa- 
tion we have about him. 

A man by the name of Harter owned a furniture store in Zear- 
ing. The records seem to indicate that he lived in Zearing in 1890. 

We do not know whether EK. C. Wallace was a resident of our 
community. However, his name appears in some of the loeal records. 

W. Maynard, who apparently came to Zearing from Nevada, 
Towa, owned a grocery store in Zearing. Later he opened a res- 
taurant in the same building. 

We have a record of a Snider boot and shoe store in Zearing. 

Morton Kuhn was a real estate man and newspaper editor in 
the 1880’s in Zearing. 

C. EK. Hayes was a depot agent in Zearing. 

There is a record of a man named Rolfe, living in our com- 
munity. Indications are that he was a farmer. 

George E. Airhart was prominent in community affairs in the 
1890’s. He was a barber. 

Martin Lonning lived in our community for many years. His 
wife, Mary L., died on January 6, 1915. She was buried in the 
Zearing Cemetery. 

Lafayette F. Coverston was a local Civil War veteran. He was 
born on May 6, 1844, the son of Samuel and Amanda M. Coverston. 

KE. J. MeGrogan, another Civil War veteran, lived in our com- 
munity in the 1890’s. He had a family but we do not have a sketch 
of the MeGrogan family. 

Pierce Brothers was the firm name for a furniture store in the 
early days of Zearing. We have a comment from a pioneer which 
states that the Pierce brothers were very fine gentlemen. 

William H. Shafer was prominent in the local G. A. R. He was 
a local postmaster. Indications are that he was a bachelor. 

William Blackburn was a prominent local farmer. He died on 
August 17, 1898. Other members of the family buried in the Zearing 
Cemetery are Rosa and William Leslie. There was also a girl named 
Mary in the family. 

John S. Bartley was a farmer living near Illinois Grove. His 
name appears in the history of the Evangelical Church. 

There was a Bolton family living in our community during the 
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late 1800’s and early 1900’s. The husband’s name was Frank. 
After Frank’s death the widow, Cora, married Isaae Buker. Other 
members of the Bolton family were Lester, Oscar, and George. 

Charles Edwards was a well known resident of our community 
Other members of the Edwards family were Hazel, Harry, and 
Oscar E. We understand that Oscar E. was a brother of Charles. 

John Henry Jondall and his wife, Mary Swanson Jondall, lived 
in Zearing in the late 1890’s. John Henry owned a furniture store. 
There were daughters in the family and a son, Hosea. 

George Washington Van Dusen was very prominent in our 
community. Grant Van Dusen married Lulu Rogers. Other mem- 
bers of the family, the names we have, were Mae, Edward, and 
John. George Washington Van Dusen died on September 29, 1908. 
He is buried in the Zearing Cemetery. ! 

Hiram Kersey was a local Civil War veteran. Simon Kersey 
was the first custodian of the Zearing Cemetery. William Kersey 
was a Zearing business man. 


1900 - 1910 


I tried to get a family sketch for the Ellicott family. I did not 
get it. F. P. Ellicott was a prominent resident of our community 
in the early 1900’s. His wife, Jennie, was a member of the Ambrose 
family of Nevada, Iowa. 

John J. Sullivan was a local carpenter. 

Jacob Roadenizer did veterinary work in our community. 

George EK. Fox was a local photographer and editor. Other 
members of the Fox family were Ruby, Vera, and Robert. 

Knoch N. Faris married Mary Ella Lacey. They were the par- 
ents of a son, John. John is a dentist living in California in 1956. 

Ernest M. Hedges married Alice Shaw. They were the parents 
of a daughter, Eva. Ernest was a Zearing bank official for many 
years. The family lives in Marshalltown, Iowa, in 1956. 

There was a Kohl family living near Zearing in the early 1900’s. 
The father’s name was Daniel. Two children were living at home 
when the family lived in our community. They were Ruth and 
Lloyd. We do not have the mother’s name. 

Bradford Bagley was a Zearing house painter. 

I wish that I had more information about the Hertz family. Dr. 
Hertz ruined his health serving others. His wife’s name was Birdie. 
There was a daughter, Helen. 

Irvin Clay was a prominent farmer living northwest of Zearing. 
A daughter, Lola, married Robert H. Smith. Mrs. Clay was my first 
Sunday School teacher. 


19171 = 1919 


Fourteen families have been selected for this period on the basis 
of community activities. The families selected came to our com- 
munity after 1910 and before 1920. At least one member of each of 
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the families was active in community activities. In some eases it 
was local government. In others it was chureh, lodge, or veterans 
activities. Some were active in the Zearing Fire Department, Zear- 
ing Creamery Company, and organizations of that type. 


BAILEY : 


Albert Edward Bailey was born near St. Charles, Missouri, on 
March 31, 1871. He was a baby when his parents moved to Musea- 
tine, Iowa. He was thirteen when his parents moved to Malcolm, 
Iowa. Ella Renner was born in Ogle county, Illinois, on April 9, 
1871. The family moved to Victor, lowa, when Ella was six months 
old. Albert and Ella were married at Brooklyn, Iowa, on November 
19, 1895. They moved to Zearing, Lowa, in 1919. 

Albert and Ella were the parents of two sons. They were Lyle 
Chester and Carlton E. 

Albert died on February 15, 1936. Ella died on April 28, 1948. 


BROUHARD: 


William C. Brouhard Sr. was born on March 6, 1887, at Colo, 
Towa. Ella Cummings was born on September 26, 1884, at Colo, 
Iowa. William Sr. and Ella were married on September 26, 1906, 
at Colo, Iowa. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1918. 

William Sr. and Ella were the parents of three sons. They were 
Donald L., William C. Jr., and Robert. 

Ella died on July 11, 1948. William Sr. is living in Zearing in 
1956. 


BURKHEAD: 


Orphe Z. Burkhead was born near Brandon, Iowa, on August 
22, 1876. Alta M. Stuart was born at Grundy Center, Iowa, on 
April 19, 1886. O. Z. and Alta were married at Armstrong, Lowa, 
on May 29, 1907. They moved to Zearing, Iowa, on May 1, 1918. 

O. Z. and Alta were the parents of three children. They were 
Mildred Burkhead Wood, Wayne, and Bernadine Burkhead Law. 

O. Z. died on August 2, 1955. He owned the Burkhead Insurance 
Agency in Zearing at the time of his death. Alta is living in Clem- 
ons, Lowa, in 1956. 


COE: 


John M. Coe was born on March 24, 1898, at Middletown, Mis- 
sourl. Ethelyn L. Krubeck was born on December 8, 1898, at Chilli- 
cothe, Missouri. John and Ethelyn were married on August 15, 
1918, at Minden, Nebraska. They moved to our community in 1919. 
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John and Ethelyn were the parents of three children. They 
were Muriel, Elda, and Neal H. 

John and Ethelyn own and operate Coe’s Cafe in Zearing in 
1956. 


COMFORT: 


Robert Comfort was born at Des Moines, Iowa, on February 1, 
1890. Sarah Johnston was born in our community. Robert and 
Sarah were married on March 18, 1914, at the Johnston home in 
our community. 

Robert and Sarah were the parents of four children. They were 
Ambrose, Kenneth, Bessie, and Kathryn. 

Robert and Sarah are living in Illinois Grove in 1956. 


CURLEY : 


Stephen Curley was born on December 25, 1855, near Boston, 
Massachusetts. Jane Sullivan was a native of Connecticut. 

Stephen came to lowa from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1877. The 
Yurley family moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1912. 

Stephen and Jane were the parents of eight children. They were 
John W., Kate, Fannie, Mary, Elizabeth, Wiliam J., Celia, and 
Elsie. 

Stephen died on April 12, 1952. Jane died on December 10, 1929. 


ERICKSON : 


Henry O. Erickson was born near Huxley, Iowa, on April 9, 
1886. Henry married Charlotte Rahfeldt on January 21, 1914. 
Charlotte was a member of the pioneer Rahfeldt family of Lincoln 
township. They moved to our community after the marriage. 

Henry and Charlotte were the parents of a son, Jesse. 

Henry died on Mareh 22, 1956. Charlotte is hving in our com- 
munity in 1956. 


KLEESPIE: 


Charles H. Kleespie was born on September 6, 1887, in Tama 
county, Iowa. Minnie Pulver was born in Padueah, Kentucky. 
Charles and Minnie were married at Marshalltown, lowa, on Novem- 
ber 26, 1908. They moved to our community in February, 1911. 

Charles and Minnie were the parents of three children. They 
were Madeline, Charles Raymond, and Arthur A. Ray and Art 
are twins. 

Charles and Minnie are living in Zearing, Iowa, in 1956. 
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PULLEY : 


Joseph S. Pulley was born in Ohio on October 6, 1848. Mary 
Elizabeth Laughran was born on January 22, 1861, in Jo Daviess 
county, Illinois. On February 24, 1881, in Pleasant Valley, Illinois, 
Mary Laughran of Pleasant Valley, and Joseph Pulley of Conrad, 
Iowa, were married by Rey. C. R. Mitchell. 

Joseph and Mary lived at Conrad, Iowa, for five years. They 
moved from Conrad to Pocahontas county, lowa. Two children, 
Roy and Tana, were born in Grundy county. Two more children 
were born in Pocahontas county. They were Lee and Jay. The 
Pulley family moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1913. 

Joseph died on March 5, 1936. Mary died on September 19, 1948. 
They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


RANKIN: 


Creed William Rankin was born on December 6, 1877, at Say- 
brook, Illinois. After his graduation from high school and business 
college, he came to Iowa. Elva E. Tight was born on September 12, 
1877, in Marshall county, Iowa, near Illinois Grove. Creed and 
Elva were married on February 27, 1898, at St. Anthony, Iowa. 
They moved to Zearing, Iowa, in 1918. 

Creed and Elva were the parents of five children. They were 
Leta, Adrian, Meriden, Max, and Fay. Adrian, a Zearing business 
man, died on June 17, 1951. 

Creed died on September 25, 1951. Elva died on December 16, 
1928. They are buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


ROCHE: 


Joseph F. Roche was born at Lalaye, France, on December 9, 
1888. He came to the United States with his parents in June, 1892. 
Mary Carmody was born in our community on September 16, 1896. 
Joseph and Mary were married at Zearing, Iowa, on November 29, 
1916. They established their home in our community after the 
marriage in 1916. 

Joseph and Mary were the parents of four children. They were 
Joseph Jr., James, Elizabeth, and Francis. 

Joseph is living in our community in 1956. Mary died on May 
13, 1931. 


STEELMAN: 


Huston Otis Steelman was born at Yadkinville, North Carolina, 
on July 8, 1893. Ruth Adams was born in Lincoln township, Story 
county, Towa, on April 11, 1896. Otis and Ruth were married on 
April 18, 1913, at Albert Lea, Minnesota. ks moved to our com- 
munity in 1918. 
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Otis and Ruth were the parents of six children. They were 
Floyd, Bernice, Lyle, Arnie, Frances, and Virginia. 
Otis and Ruth are living in Zearing, Iowa, in 1956. 


STONE: 


George W. Stone was born on April 22, 1850, in Litchfield coun- 
ty, Connecticut. Ida Cummings was born on October 15, 1852, near 
Trempealeau, Wisconsin. George and Ida were married on Decem- 
ber 24, 1872, in Trempealeau county, Wisconsin. They moved to 
Zearing, Iowa, in 1914. 

George and Ida were the parents of ten children. They were 
Clinton, Archie, George, May, Minnie, Guy, Orrin, Leon, Boyd, 
and Ida. 

George died in 1915. Ida died on April 26, 1935. They are 
buried in the Zearing Cemetery. 


Be bes 


Frank Tett was born in 1891. We do not have the place of birth. 
It was probably Warren township, Story county, Iowa. Mary Mar- 
gearet Platt, daughter of Bowen and Mittie Platt, was born in 
Champaign county, Illinois, on January 22, 1891. Frank and Mary 
Margaret were married on February 18, 1913. They moved to 
Lineoln township in 1913. 

Frank and Mary Margaret were the parents of a son, Doyle. 
Doyle is living in Lincoln township in 1956. 

Frank died on May 17, 1948. Mary Margaret died on July 5, 
1935: : 


MILITARY HISTORY 


The Military History won the Maurice Cahill trophy at the 1954 
convention of the Iowa Department of The American Legion. The 
Military History won the Maurice Cahill trophy at the 1955 con- 
vention. . 


ZEARING Post 116, THE AMERICAN LEGION 


The following history of Post 116 was taken from Clifford J. 
Greenberg’s history of Post 116, and the records of Donald H. 
Grimm, Historian, 1946-56. 


On Monday night, July 21, 1919, a group of veterans assembled 
in the office of The Tri County News. The Tri County News was 
located in the building owned by Pacific Lodge No. 469, A. F. & 
A. M. It was published by John K. Layeock and Merle H. Laycock. 
Veterans present were Nels Martin Hansen, Julius Ray Tisdale, 
David Keith Deaver, Carl Manford Cheatum, Leshe Merle Ingle- 
due, Claude George Easterday, Lyle Chester. Bailey, Ingvald S. 
Madison, Donald M. Smith, and Clifford J. Greenberg. 


The veterans discussed the formation of a local post of The 
American Legion. A temporary organization was formed. The 
temporary officers chosen were Donald M. Smith, Lyle Chester 
Bailey, and Julius Ray Tisdale. All of the men present signed the 
appleation for a local post of The American Legion. Later five 
more men signed. They were Wilton Loy Reese, Otis A. Bump, 
James Lawrence Smith, Carlton EK. Bailey, and Winferd F. Shultz. 


Lyle Chester Bailey, as the temporary secretary, endorsed the 
application. He sent it to Des Moines. On July 28, 1919, the 
National Executive Committee in New York granted a charter for 
Zearing Post 116. The charter was received by Lyle Chester Bailey 
on the morning of August 6. A meeting of all interested ex-service 
men was ealled for the night of August 11, 1919. 


On Monday night, August 11, a meeting was held in the office 
of The Tri County News to establish a permanent organization. At 
this meeting Lyle Chester Bailey was elected Commander. Donald 
M. Smith was elected Adjutant. Julius Ray Tisdale was elected 
Finance Officer. 


So to whom it may coneern, Zearing Post 116, Department of 
Iowa, The American Legion, was founded on Monday, August 11, 
1919. 
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CHARTER MEMBERS 


Hansen, Nels Martin Madison, Ingvald S. 
Tisdale, Julius Ray Smith, Donald M. 
Deaver, David Keith Reese, Wilton Loy 
Greenberg, Clifford J. Bump, Otis A. 
Cheatum, Carl Manford Smith, James Lawrence 
Ingledue, Leslie Merle Bailey, Carlton E. 
Easterday, Claude George Shultz, Winferd F. 


Bailey, Lyle Chester 


In the early days of Post 116, meetings were held at the lumber 
yard with Lyle C. Bailey, at Ray Tisdale’s jewelry store, Lee E. 
Moore’s barber shop, at The Tri County News office, and the Clift 
building. 

On the night of October 8, 1920, a committee was appointed to 
investigate the possibility of buying the Ruxton school house. 

The Ruxton school house was purchased on December 10, 1920, 
for the sum of $200. School district consolidation closed the Ruxton 
school. The school house was moved northeast of the intersection 
of Main Street and Pearl Street. It was moved to a lot owned by 
Edward R. Fry. Post 116 rented the lot for $25 per year. On 
December 18, 1920, Ella Renner Bailey and Emma Benjamin Lay- 
cock sponsored a bazaar at Armstrong’s store. The proceeds of the 
bazaar were used to pay the moving expenses and to purchase fur- 
nishines for the new post home. 

Post 116 purchased the first radio sold in Zearmg on July 20, 
1922. It cost almost $500. Zearing people flocked to the hall to see 
and hear this marvel of the age. 

Legionnaires “I ouis L. Bowie and Lyle C. Bailey drove to Colo, 
Iowa, in August, 1923, to see the funeral train of President Warren 
G. Harding. 

Guy W. Clatterbuck purchased the Howard Chance barber shop 
on April 8, 1925. Guy moved his family from Eldora to the Burk- 
hart house in northwest Zearing. 

Inevald S. Madison purchased the Bartine grocery store on 
April 29, 1930. Ing became a charter member of the Jack Sprat- 
eroup operating under the trade name of Rite-Way. 

Legionnaire Boyd D. Stone was held up at his filling station 
on Highway 65 by masked bandits on November 18, 1930. The 
bandits took the money in the eash register. They did not get the 
money Boyd had in his pocket. The bandits shot at Boyd while 
they were driving away but missed. 

Post 116 collected a car load of corn on February 25, 1932, for 
shipment to South Dakota. South Dakota livestock had been starv- 
ing beeause of the severe blizzards. 

Dr. L. Paul Sterling kept some of his serums in the Holveck 
ice house in 1936. On June 8, 1936, he went in to get a supply. The 
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wind blew the door shut allowing the latch to fall. Dr. Sterling 
was locked in the ice house for twenty minutes before Rhonaldo M. 
(Rhode) Bainter heard the noise and opened the door. Doe was a 
bit chilly but was able to make some warm comments when he was 
released. 

According to the minutes of the May 5, 1938, meeting of Post 
116, the post incorporation papers were filed at Nevada, Iowa, on 
April 28, 1938, at 3:02 P. M. 

Legionnaire Lyle C. Bailey was elected Chef De-Gare of Voiture 
285, 40/8 of Story county. All legionnaires and Frenchmen will 
know what that means. The year was 19388. 

On April 3, 1941, Dr. and Eloise Chance Sterling were in Des 
Moines attending the Memorial Service held in the state house for 
legislators who had passed away during the preceding two years. 
Dr. Sterling’s father, the late J. C. Sterling, was one of the legis- 
lators honored. 

Post 116 chose Lynn W. Eley as the 1942 Boys State represen- 
tative from Zearing. 

The Tri County News dated Mareh 25, 1948, contained the 
pathetic advertisement of a young man preparing for war: FOR 
SALE: 1939 Pontiac, Radio, Heater, Excellent Tires and Motor. 
Also a pair of White New Zealand Rabbits. Walter F. Harkema. 

The reeords show that Christie A. Wurster, Otis E. Arrasmith, 
and Forrest Cochran were the first World War II veterans to join 
Post 116. 

Walter F. Harkema was elected Commander of Post 116 on 
September 9, 1944. He was the first World War II veteran to serve 
in that office. 

It was apparent in 1946 that Post 116 needed a new hall. Re- 
turning veterans of World War II were joining the post in inecreas- 
ing numbers. When Commander Franklin Dale Johnston took 
office in 1946, he immediately advocated a new hall. 

It was Commander Johnston who suggested that the post rent 
eighty acres of land and farm the land in 1947. The members ap- 
proved the suggestion. Commander Johnston, William EK. McBride, 
Dale EK. Tisdale, and Asher D. Oakes were elected to a farming 
committee. 

The eighty acres northwest of the Zearing school house owned 
by Fern Johnson Deal were rented. Legionnaires who lived in the 
country furnished the farm machinery. Town members contributed 
eash for the farming expenses. In spite of a poor farming year, 
the building fund of Post 116 was enriched by more than $1,000 
from the project. 

Meanwhile, Post 116 was arguing whether to remodel the old 
hall or to build a community hall with private rooms for the 
legionnaires. It was decided to build a community hall. The lot 
located southeast of the intersection of Pearl Street and Main 
Street was purchased from Kenneth L. Cerka for $200. 

During the term of Commander William E. McBride, the base- 
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ment was completed for the proposed new community hall. Then 
Ed Jungst, local contractor, turned in his report. In Ed’s opinion, 
completing the community hall according to plans would cost 
$18,000. Ed’s report caused consternation. Post 116 decided that 
the cost was too great. Kenneth L. Cerka took back his lot. Post 116 
lost the cost of digging the basement. Glen F. McBride bought the 
basement and lot from Cerka and built a new feed store. 


About the time the community hall project was rejected it was 
discovered that the house located northwest of the intersection of 
Main Street and Pearl Street was for sale. The house belonged to 
the Oliver J. Lacey estate. It was a large house and Post 116 de- 
cided to buy it for $5,500. Commander Lee E. Moore and a group 
of volunteers remodeled the inside of the house. Open house was 
held in the new hall in the spring of 1949. 


There was never any mortgage. Proceeds from the 1947 farming 
project, sale of the old hall to George J. Lutz for $800, proceeds 
from the December 4, 1948, white elephant sale, and personal con- 
tributions by the legionnaires paid the entire cost of the new hall. 


Fred A. Haase was the resident caretaker of the hall from 1949 
until 1953. Barney Havens became the caretaker in 1954. 


Wayne C. Dudley was the first veteran of the Korean War to 
join Post 116. 

Post 116 was in charge of the traffic and parking for the 
National Soil Conservation Field Day at the Dakins farm on Sep- 
tember 19, 1950. The event was sponsored by The Des Moines 
Register & Tribune and attracted a crowd of about 40,000. John A. 
Lund Jr. was the traffic chairman. 

Zearing Post 116 was the first post in Iowa to turn in its 1953 
membership quota. Post 116 also ranked first in 1954. Post 116 
ranked second in Iowa in 1955 and 1956. However, Post 116 has 
turned in its 1957 quota and regained its former ranking of first 
in Iowa. Highty-six members have signed up for 1957. 


Post 116 purchased post colors during the 1954-55 year. The 
$158 needed came in part from contributions. Contributions were 
from Arthur P. Couser and Jesse L. Abbey. The remainder of the 
cost was from the general fund. 


In May of 1956, Post 116 erected a flag pole at the Zearing 
Cemetery. The flag used at the cemetery was donated to the post 
for that purpose by Lavern B. Christianson. It was the flag used 
to drape the coffin of Severin A. Christianson, Lavern’s father. 

The firing squad purchased new sun tans, helmets, and leggings 
during the 1955-56 year. The squad led the parade at the Colo, 
Iowa, celebration in June, 1956. 

Charles Raymond Kleespie’s work as Service Officer has gained 
him recognition beyond the borders of our community. He is 
recognized as one of the best in this section of Iowa. 

Memorial Day services have been held at the Zearing Cemetery 
in recent years. The idea has been termed excellent except for one 
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disadvantage. If a strong wind is blowing it is difficult to hear the 
speakers. 

The following members of Post 116 have served as officers of 
the Story County Couneil, The American Legion: 


County COMMANDER County ADJUTANT 


1939- ae lee L. Reese 1939- aN 
1951-52 John A. Lund, Jr. 195 1-5 
1956-57 Lavern B. Over anton 1956-57 


Clarence Omar Dool 
2 Donald H. Grimm 
Harold L. Wickham 
YounTY Vicke Comy . 

CouNtTY VICE COMMANDER 


1953-54 Floyd O. Steelman 


(COMMANDERS 


1919 Lyle C. Bailey 1937-39 Clhfford J. Greenberg 
1920 Harry M. Meekins 1939-40 Lee K. Moore 

1921 Clarence Omar Dool 1940-41 Dr. L. Paul Sterling 
1922 Ingvald S. Madison 1941-42 Nels M. Hansen 
1923 Lee EK. Moore 1942-48 Guy W. Clatterbuck 
1924 Boyd D. Stone 1943-44 Henry S. Reynolds 
1925 William B. Gardiner 1944-45 Walter F. Harkema 
1926 Guy W. Clatterbuck 1945-46 Charles H. Lewis 
1926-27 Nels M. Hansen 1946-47 Franklin D. Johnston 
1927-28 Dr. Louis L. Bowie 1947-48 William E. MeBride 
1928-29 Wilton L. Reese 1948-49 Lee EK. Moore 
1929-30 Julius Ray Tisdale 1949-50 John A. Lund Jr. 
1930-31 Boyd D. Stone 1950-51 Donald H. Grimm 
1931-382 Ingvald S. Madison 1951-52. Lavern B. Christianson 
1932-33 Harry M. Meekins 1952-53 Floyd O. Steelman 
1933-34 William B. Gardiner 1958- z James L. Roche 
1934-35 Lyle C. Bailey 1954-55 Harold L. Wickham 
1935-36 Leon Deal 1955- 56 Curtis E. Bauer 
1936-37 Harry W. Britten 1956-57 Paul N. Wheelock 


War MEMORIAL 


A memorial shaft was completed by Zearine Post 116 in the 


Zearing Cemetery on May 28, 1935. 


The shaft was 5 


feet tall and 


12 inches square. Emblems of the Civil War, Spanish American 
War, and World War I were placed on the shaft. 


Lyle C. 
Harry M. 


Meekins, Lyle C. 


M. Read built it. 


In May, 
the Mexican War, 
shaft. Members of the committee were 


Bailey, 


3ailey donated the materials for the shaft. Leon Deal, 
Nels M. Hansen, 


and Christy 


1956, a committee from Post 116 placed emblems of 
World War II, and the Korean War on the 
Adrian J. Conrad, Lee G. 


Meredith, Franklin Dale Johnston, and Donald H. Grimm. 
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Our HonorepD DEAD 


Zearing men who gave their lives in the service of our country. 

Complete information for this part of our history could not 
have been obtained without the help of Commander Max V. Rick- 
etts of the United States Navy. Although Max was stationed in 
California, the information was obtained with the aid of his friend, 
Commander Howard T. Scott of Washington, D. C. 

Max, a native of Zearing, has had a very successful career in 
the Navy. He enlisted after his graduation from the high school in 
Zearing. He was a pilot during World War II. 


WorLpD War I 


ANDERSON, PETER—Co. B, 339th Infantry 


Peter worked for John and Thomas G. Lundy. He entered the 
service from Zearing, Iowa. 

BORN: 1896; KILLED IN ACTION: France, 1918: BURIED: 
Grave 6, Row 22, Block C, Meuse-Argonne Cemetery, Argonne 
Forest, France. 


CARY, CLIFFORD L.—Battery F, 7th Field Artillery, 
1st Division 


Clifford was the son of Levi and Ella Cary. He lived in Zear- 
ing for many years. However, he was a resident of Minnesota at 
the time of his enlistment. 

BORN: 1895; KILLED IN ACTION: France, 1918; BURIED: 
Grave 9, Row 6, Block D, Meuse-Argonne Cemetery, Argonne 
Forest, France. 


GOLLY, FREELY E.—Co. C, 54th Engineers (Railway ) 


Freely was the foster son of Fred and Delia Golly. He was 
married on December 14, 1917, to Annette Loufstead of Oelwein, 
lowa. 

BORN: 1896; DIED OF DISEASE: France, 1918; BURIED: 
Grave 1, Row 8, Block A, Suresnes Cemetery, Suresnes, France. 


FOSSE, BARNEY S.—Co. C, 339th Machine Gun Battalion, 88th 
Diten 


Barney farmed in our community. His relatives lived in the 
Garden City, Iowa, community. 

BORN: 1893; DIED OF DISEASE: United States, 1918; 
BURIED: Garden City Cemetery, Hardin County, Garden City, 
lowa. 
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Woritp War II 


JOYCE, JESS J—427th Bomb Squadron (H) 303rd Bomb 
Group (H) 


Jess was the son of Mrs. Caroline Joyce. He was the brother of 
Mardean Joyce Holveck. 

BORN: 1928; MISSING IN ACTION: Never returned from 
a flight over Germany in 1944. 


OSE, KEITH. T.—Anti Tank Co., 120th Infantry, 30th Division 


Keith was the son of Osear and Beulah Ose. He married Donna 
Huntrods of Collins, Iowa. He was wounded in July, 1944, and 
again in October, 1944. Keith was killed in action on November 22, 
1944. ; 
BORN: 1919; KILLED IN ACTION: Holland, 1944; 
BURIED: Collins Cemetery, Collins, Lowa. 


WHEELOCK, ROBERT A.—Headquarters Co., 23rd Infantry, 
2nd Division. 


Robert was the son of Bernard and Mary Wheelock. At. the 
time of his death, he was only nineteen years of age. 

BORN: 1925; KILLED IN ACTION: Germany, 1944; 
BURIED: Section 12, Lot 2818, Arlington National Cemetery, 
Washington, D. C. 


Worup War II VETERAN KILLED AFTER ARMISTICE 


REYNOLDS, HENRY DALE—613th Air Combat and Control 
Squadron. 


Dale was the son of Henry §. and Dora Reynolds. After his 
discharge from World War II, he returned to Zearing. However, 
he enlisted in the Army Air Foree. Dale was burned to death in a 
fire in Japan in 1949. 

BORN: 1924; KILLED IN A FIRE: Japan, 1949; BURIED: 
Zearing Cemetery, Zearing, Lowa. 


KOREAN WAR 


PARKEY, JOHN W.—sth Army Replacement Center 


John was the son of John Ira and Tillie Parkey. He was a 
veteran of World War II. First reports listed John as missing in 
action. 

BORN: 1919; KILLED IN ACTION: Korea, 1950; BURIED: 
Montgomery City Cemetery, Montgomery City, Missouri. 
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SCHULZ, LEAMON E.—Co. B, 196th Infantry Regiment, 45th 
Division. . 
Leamon was the son of George and Cleffie Schulz. He was 
killed in a plane crash. The plane was enroute to Fort Lewis, 
Washington. 
BORN: 1932; KILLED IN A PLANE CRASH: Washington, 
1953; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zearing, Iowa. 


THE DECEASED MEMBERS OF ZEARING Post 116 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 


BUMP, OTIS A.—Casual Detachment, 163rd Depot Brigade 
Otis was a farmer. He was a charter member of Post 116. 
BORN: 1893; DIED: 1938; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


BRANDT, WILLIAM H.—Co. F, 132nd Infantry, 33rd Division 
William was the first president of the Tri County State Bank, 
Zearing, lowa. 
BORN: 1895; DIED: 1948; BURIED: Hubbard Cemetery, 
Hubbard, Iowa. 


CHRISTIANSON, SEVERIN A.—129th Base Hospital Unit, 
United States 
Severin was a farmer. He was a former member of The Ameri- 
ean Legion at Hubbard, Iowa. 
BORN: 1896 ;-DIED: 1952; BURIED: McCallsburg Cemetery, 
MeCalsbure, Iowa. 


DEAVER, DAVID KEITH—Co. L, 351st Infantry, 88th Division 
Dave was a charter member of Post 116. 
BORN: 1890; DIED: 1952; BURIED: Chapel Hill Gardens, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


GARDINER, WILLIAM B.—Headquarters Co., 379th Infantry, 
95th Division. 
Bill was associated with Johnson’s Hardware, Zearing, Towa, 
for many years. 
BORN: 1887; DIED: 1953; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, Iowa. 


HARRINGTON, CLAUDE C.—Sth September Automatic Replaco- 
ment Draft. 


Claude was a farmer. 
BORN: 1889; DIED: 1944; BURIED: Zearing Mausoleum, 
Zearing, lowa. 
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HOBBS, ELMER JESSE—15th Service Co.; Signal Corps, 3rd 
Instruction Co., Signal C Buzzer School. 


Elmer served as a Zearing, Iowa, night watchman. 
BORN: 1897; DIED: 1929; BURIED: West Prairie Cemetery, 
Middletown, Missouri. 


HOUSIER, EARL E.—Co. H., 88th Regiment, 19th Division. 


Karl served as a Zearing rural mail carrier. 
BORN: 1896; DIED: 1949; BURIED: Nevada Cemetery, 
Nevada, Iowa. 


PERISHO, WILLIAM A.—Squadron V. P. 74, MM1 United States 
Navy Reserve 


Bill was a veteran of World War II. 
BORN: 1914; DIED: 1950; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, lowa. 


REESE, WILTON LOY—1st Provisional Co. 


Wilton was a charter member of Post 116. 
BORN: 1896; DIED: 1945; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, Lowa. 


SHAVER, OTIS D.—Co. B, 357th Infantry. 


Otis enlisted on April 12, 1918, at Clarinda, Iowa. He was dis- 
charged on November 30, 1918, at Camp Dodge, Iowa. 

While serving in France a bullet grazed his head. The bullet 
loosened his gas mask and he inhaled a small amount of gas. How- 
ever, his hospital records were lost. So although the battle ex- 
perience helped to ruin his health, he never qualified for a service 
connected pension. 

BORN: 1884; DIED: 1955; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, lowa. 


VARNUM, HARRY J.—Co. F., 55th Engineers. 


Harry served as a Zearing rural mail carrier. 
BORN: 1891; DIED: 1935; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, Lowa. 


Henry Dale Reynolds was a member of Post 116. He is listed 
with the men who died in the service. The following veteran was 
not a member of Post 116. However, Post 116 had charge of the 
funeral. 
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CUTSINGER, JOSEPH H.—Co. E, 305th Field Artillery, 77th 
Division. 
Joseph died at his home near Clemons, Iowa, on January 14, 
1931. 
BORN: 1892; DIED: 1981; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, 
Zearing, Lowa. 


ZEARING Unit No. 116, AMERicAN LEGION AUXILIARY 


On July 1, 1921, a meeting was called to organize a local unit 
auxiliary to The American Legion. However, during the day a 
very severe storm caused the meeting to be postponed until July 8. 


At the July 8, 1921 meeting a temporary organization was 
formed. Elnora Bowman Reese was elected temporary president. 
Geraldine Condit Bowie was elected temporary secretary. After 
the arrival of a temporary charter, a meeting was called for October 
10, 1921. All those eligible for membership were invited to the 
October 10 meeting. Eligibles had until November 1, 1921, to sign 
as charter members. 


On October 18, 1921, Zearing Unit No. 116 elected its first 
permanent officers. They were: 


UCSC PA tp 200M pital een raat kia Elnora Bowman Reese 
Rvirome Pesienins be d-ctt tA) oie Mary Dool Gardiner 
SoS Ee Be at cd Or reeks Cae ee i are Geraldine Condit Bowie 
TURE CG ge eS PI eae St bene eet ee Arba Reese Moore 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Some of the charter members are listed under their married 
names. Some are listed under their maiden names. 


Margaret Abbey 
Esther Abbey 
Mary Adams 
Ann Adams 
Dea Allen 

Ella Bailey 
Elsie Bailey 
Geraldine Bowie 
Medora Clark 
Mary Cox 
Laura Dalby 
Ida Dool 

Mary Gardiner 
Nellie Gogerty 


Blanche Harrington 
Emma Laycock 
Ilo Layeock 
Orla Laycock 
Anna Maliet 
Nellie Manning 
Martha Moore 
Arba Moore 
Helen Moore 
Ida Stone 
Elnora Reese 
Maria Tisdale 
Ella Work 
Esther Reese 
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1921-22 
1922-25 
1923-25 
1925-26 
1926-28 
1928-29 


1929-31 
1931-35 
1955-36 
1936-37 


1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 


The 


Clifford J. Greenberg’s history of Post 116. 
and presidents was furnished by Fern Reese McBride and 


bers 
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PRESIDENTS 


Elnora Bowman Reese 
Mary Dool Gardiner 
Elsie Moore Bailey 
Maria Mead Tisdale 
Geraldine Condit Bowie 
Flora Browning 
Batchelor 
Jane Shoemaker (Miss) 
Ethel Deal Hoberland 
Geraldine Condit Bowie 
Violet Davis Reed 
Stone 
Ann Billings Adams 
Ethel Deal Hoberland 
Leta Rankin Bailey 
Geraldine Condit Bowie 
Ann Billings Adams 


1942-45 
1945-44 
1944-46 
1946-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 


peas, 
1951-5 


1952-53 


1955-54 
1954-55 
1955-57 


Wilma Cox Helland 

Eloise Chance Sterling 

Opal Shaver Wood 

Nellie Moore Manning 

Eloise Chance Sterling 

Isabelle Coughenour 
Lund 

Arba Reese Moore 

2 Irene Lyons Steelman 

Hilma Muschick Krue- 
cver—lrene Lyons 
Steelman 

Ruth Nelson Vinsel 

Elsie Moore Bailey 

Isabelle Coughenour 
Lund 


story of the organization of Unit No. 116 was taken from 


Irene Lyons Steelman. 
During recent years Zearing Unit No. 116 has emphasized ser- 


List of charter mem- 


vice in the Ladies in Blue. The Ladies in Blue help to make life 
happier for the patients at the Soldiers Home Hospital in Marshall- 
town, Iowa. 

Zearing Unit No. 116 has been in charge of local poppy sales 
during the years the unit has been in existence. Unit No. 116 has 
also sponsored other fund drives. An example would be the annual 
drive for funds for erippled children. 


The following members of Zearinge Unit No. 116 have held 


offices in the Story county organization : 


CouNTY -SECRETARY 
1946-47 Nellie Moore Manning 
1951-52 Wilma Cox Helland 
1952-53 Nellie Moore Manning 


COUNTY PRESIDENT 


1946-47 Eloise Chance Sterling 
1951-52 Nellie Moore Manning 
1952-53 Wilma Cox Helland 


In the spring of 1953, Wilma Cox Helland was elected secretary 
and treasurer of the 6th district auxiliary organization. Wilma was 
the president of the 6th district auxiliary organization, 1955-56. 

Because this item involves a prominent auxiliary member it is 
inserted here. The following advertisement appeared in The Tri 
County News, March 11, 192i. WANTED: A couple of setting 
hens to rent or buy. Call Geraldine Bowie, Phone 13. 


| 
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MEXICAN WAR 


One veteran of the Mexican War lived in our community. He 
was John S. Reed. According to B. J. Woleott of the armed forces 
eraves registration service, Des Moines, Iowa, John served in 
Co. H, 5th Indiana Infantry. He served for about two years in 
the Army. John was with the occupation forces in Mexico City. 

John §. Reed was born on December 21, 1820, at Coshocton, 
Ohio. He was the eldest of the five children of Simon and Elizabeth 
Clark Reed. John’s early life was spent in central Ohio. He learned 
the trade of a tailor. 

John traveled with a covered wagon train to Hartford City, 
Indiana, where he established a tailor business. He married Naney 
Russeau. They moved to Illinois Grove, Marshall county, Iowa, in 
the spring of 1865. 

Naney was born in Indiana on May 12, 1831. John and Naney 
were the parents of nine children. They were J. Fred, Edgar, Viola, 
James, Robert, Frank, Clay, and Claude. <A daughter died in 
infancy. 

John died on September 21, 1899. Naney died on December 5, 
1903. They are buried in the Illinois Grove Cemetery. 


ANDREW Parton Post 239, G. A. R. 


The history of Andrew Patton Post 239 could not have been 
written without the help of Amy Noll, G. ae R. office, Des Moines, 
Towa. 


Andrew Patton Post 239 was one of the important organizations 
in the history of our community. The members fought for their 
country. They were also pioneers who helped to build our com- 
munity. 


The post was named in honor of Dr. Andrew Patton of Nevada, 
Iowa. Andrew Patton served in the Civil War as Surgeon of the 
60th United States Colored Infantry. His residence was at Newton, 
lowa, when he was appointed Assistant Surgeon on December 9, 
1863. He was promoted to Surgeon on September 19, 1864. Dr. 
Patton was discharged on October 15, 1865, at De Valls Bluff, 
Arkansas. 


Andrew Patton was born in Ohio. He died on August 23, 1883, 
at Nevada, Iowa. Anyone entering the north gate of the Nevada 
Cemetery will immediately see the large monument marking the 
graves of Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Patton. The monument is located 

a short distance from the gate on the east side of the north-south 
Soa 


When Zearing veterans named their G. A. R. post in honor of 
Dr. Patton, his widow was very pleased. She presented to Post 239 
a choice steel engraving of her husband mounted on his war horse. 
The engraving was one of the prized possessions of Post 239. 
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Andrew Patton Post 239, Zearing, Iowa, was organized on 
October 16, 1883, with C. H. Brock of Marshalltown, Iowa, in 
charge. The first officers were: 


eSKOTISY Une COURT etl At eet. enn eee ee Be flak a ope Commander 
Fras RRR feos tik Ld acl Beet eS Sd - Senior Vice Commander 
ee oRTtr Ve: Bea toa B49 | Re douse Ath Migs SE 2 let a he“ Oe Officer of the Day 
Danrelt Bis Weatherly .2.24 025.1 ae eee (Juartermaster 
Henry Dimmittves. 22 Sein ee ea a eee ee, Outer Guard 
Gorden Wood! 2....300632 Ase eee Junior Vice Commander 
Rhomas: so) Delaney iz c.cctce...-. cite ee UL EYat Aad Adjutant 
Mouteamery; Hamilton, 12..:niese:. eee Sergeant at Arms 
John { Olen burg: ese zeit! to ear dt Peete Quartermaster Sergeant 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Barnes, Ira Hamilton, Montgomery 
Burkhart, John C. Helwig, Charles 
Chance, Jonathan Oldenburg, John F. 
Davis, Samuel R. Shafer, William H. 
Delaney, Thomas E. Weatherly, Daniel E. 
Dimmitt, Henry T. Wood, Gordon 
COMMANDERS 
1883-85 John C. Burkhart 1895 William H. Shafer 
1886 Martin Van Buren 1896 Zenas C. Burdick 
Bump 1897 Edward J. MeGrogan 
1887 John C. Burkhart 1899 Bennett A. Armstrong 
1888-89 Ira Barnes 1901 Bennett A. Armstrong 
1890 Wilham H. Shafer 1902 Sylvester Abe Stallings 


1891-94 John C. Burkhart 


The minute books of Post 239 have been lost. The incomplete 
list of commanders was obtained from reports by the post to the 
G. A. R. office in Des Moines. 

Old timers told us that the men of Post 239 marched with snap 
and precision on Memorial Days. Little girls of the community 
were chosen to help decorate the graves. The girls were eager to 
help because John C. Burkhart always treated them to ice cream 
after the ceremonies. Ice cream was a special treat in those days. 

Allen’s history of Story county has an account of a reunion of 
the soldiers of Story county in August of 1887. Allen said that the 
Zearing veterans arrived in special style. Zearing had a four horse 
wagon surmounted by an arbor-like canopy. 

Clifford J. Greenberg’s history of Post 116 contains the story 
of the meeting which marked the end of the activity of Andrew 
Patton Post 239. At this dramatic meeting held on June 15, 1921, 
the remaining Civil War veterans of Zearing sadly presented the 
flag of Post 239 to the men of World War I. 
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George Barnard, Robert D. Smith, Sylvester Abe Stallings, 
William M. Albright, Charles N. Thatcher, and James B. Couser 
were the Civil War veterans present. The flag of the G. A. R. 
contained thirty-six stars which testified to its age. 

Post 116 used the flag until 1953. It is now stored at the home 
of Donald H. Grimm, Historian, Post 116. The Andrew Patton 
engraving can not be found. 


CIVIL WAR VETERANS 
THE Last Rout Cau 


The final roll call for our community’s Civil War veterans would 
not have been possible without the help of Georgia Risden Van 
Horn and Amy Noll, G. A. R. office, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Amy Noll: Amy was born at Grundy Center, Iowa. She was 
the daughter of Thomas J. Noll and Sarah J. Stuart Noll. Amy 
graduated from the high school and college at Grinnell, Iowa. After 


The flag of Andrew Patton Post 239, G.A.R., Zearing, Iowa. You 
will notice that thirty-six states were in the Union at the time this flag 
was manufactured. The flag was photographed on June 25, 1954, by 
Loren E. Norman, 
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eraduation from college she worked in five libraries. They were 
the Waterloo Public, Iowa State College, the normal school brary 
at Whitewater, Wisconsin, the county high school library at Miss- 
oula, Montana, and the J. J. Hill Reference at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Amy became the Department Secretary of the Lowa Department 
of the Grand Army of the Republic in June, 1928. She retired on 
July 6, 1953. Amy is the past president of the Department of Iowa, 
Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Georgia Risden Van Horn: Georgia was born in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. She was the daughter of James Risden, and the granddaught- 
er of Watson Risden, Co. H, 128th Indiana Infantry. Georgia’s 
orandmother was a prominent Civil War nurse. 

Georgia was a part time assistant in the Department of Iowa, 
Grand Army of the Republic office, from September, 1951, until 
June, 1953. She was in charee after the retirement of Amy Noll. 

Clarence Omar Dool of Zearing Post 116, The American Legion, 
worked on the loeal records during the 1980’s. He compiled con- 
siderable information. Vineent Platts of Steamboat Rock, Iowa, 
Leshe M. Carter of Rockford, Illinois, and W. B. Dale of Rock 
Rapids, Lowa, were very helpful. 


MEMBERS OF ANDREW ParTtron Post 239 


ARMSTRONG, BENNETT A.—Co. A, 12th Iowa Infantry; 8th 
lowa Cavalry 


Bennett enlisted on September 14, 1861, in the 12th Iowa In- 
fantry. He was discharged on April 1, 1862, at Pittsburg Landing, 
Tennessee. On August 18, 1863, he enlisted in the 8th lowa Cavalry. 
He received his final discharge on August 13, 1865, at Macon, 
Georgia. 

Bennett campaigned in Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
into Georgia. He fought in the important battles of Fort Donelson, 
Tennessee, and Jacksonville, Alabama. On April 1, 1865, Bennett 
was promoted to Fourth Corporal. 

BORN: 1843; DIED: 1919; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


3ARNARD (George) JOHN—Co. G., 105th Illinois Infantry 


George enlisted on August 15, 1862. He was discharged on June 
7, 1865. 
_ George fought in the battles of Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, and 
Savannah, Georgia. He also campaigned in Tennessee. George was 
with Sherman’s army on the march to the sea. 

You will notice that his name is listed as John. According to 
Anna Barnard Harrison, George’s parents named him John Wes- 
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ley. However, for some unknown reason they called him George. 
So he ealled himself, George. 
BORN: 1845; DIED: 1935; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 


ing, Lowa. 


BARNES, IRA—Co. B, 11th Wisconsin Infantry 


Ira enlisted on September 12, 1861. He was discharged on Sep- 
tember 4, 1865. He was a Sergeant at the time of his discharge. 

Ira fought in the important battles of Vicksburg and Jackson, 
Mississippi. He was in the battle of Mobile, Alabama. He also cam- 
paigned in Arkansas. 

BORN: 18382; DIED: 1905; BURIED: Hauser Cemetery, 
Jnion Township, Hardin County, Iowa. 


BRYANT, JOSEPH J.—Co. K, 32nd Iowa Infantry 


Joseph enlisted on July 13, 1862. He was discharged on August 
24, 1865, at Clinton, Iowa. 

Joseph fought in the battle of Nashville, Tennessee. He fought 
in the battles of Mobile and Spanish Fort, Alabama. He also ecam- 
paigned in Louisiana. 

BORN: 1840; DIED: 1926; BURIED: Covey Cemetery, Grant 
Township, O’Brien County, Iowa. 


BUMP, MARTIN VAN BUREN—Co. I, 47th Iowa Infantry 


Martin enlisted on May 16, 1864. He was discharged on Sep- 
tember 28, 1864, at Davenport, Iowa. 

Martin was on garrison duty at Helena, Arkansas, during his 
period of service. The regiment suffered heavy losses from malaria 
and other diseases. Seven per cent of the regiment died from dis- 
ease. 

BORN: 1844; DIED: 1921; BURIED: Iowa Soldiers Home 
Cemetery, Marshalltown, Iowa. 


BURDICK, ZENAS C.—Co. G, 116th Illinois Infantry 


Zenas enlisted on September 6, 1862. He was discharged on June 
‘L865. 

Zenas fought in the battles of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Sa- 
vannah, Georgia. He campaigned in Mississippi, Georgia, and the 
Carolinas. Zenas was with Sherman’s army on the march through 
Georgia. 

BORN: 1836; DIED: 1924; BURIED: Rockwell Cemetery, 
Rockwell, Iowa. 
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BURKHART, JOHN C.—Co. A, 20th Iowa Infantry 


John enlisted on August 10, 1862. He was discharged on July 
8, 1865, at Mobile, Alabama. 

John fought in the battles of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi, and Mobile, Alabama. He campaigned through 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and into Alabama with the Army of the 
Frontier. 

BORN: 1838; DIED: 1911; BURIED: Zearmg Mausoleum, 
Zearing, Lowa. 


CHANCE, JONATHAN—Co. GC, 51st Ohio Infantry 


Jonathan enlisted on February 20, 1864. He was discharged on 
Oetober 3, 1865. | 

Jonathan fought in the battles of Atlanta and Kenesaw Moun- 
tain, Georgia. He was also in the battle of Nashville, Tennessee. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1917; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


CLARK, WILLIAM H.—Co. D, 46th Illinois Infantry 


William enlisted on December 29, 1863. He was discharged on 
February 1, 1866, at Springfield, Illinois. 

William arrived in the war zone too late to participate in the 
major battles in the area where he served. However, he helped in 
the final battles and skirmishes in Mississippi. He also campaigned 
in Louisiana. 

BORN: 1835; DIED: 1914; BURIED: Graceland Cemetery, 
Iowa Township, Wright County, Iowa. 


COUSER, JAMES BURNS—Co. K, 188th Ohio Infantry 


James enlisted on February 11, 1865. He was discharged on 
September 21, 1865. 

James did provost duty at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, until May, 
1865. He did provost duty at Tullahoma, Tennessee, until July, 
1865. He completed his period of service doing provost duty at 
Nashville, Tennessee, until September, 1865. Provost duty meant 
protecting the above list of captured areas from enemy raiders and 
saboteurs. 

BORN: 1845; DIED: 1927; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


COVERSTON, LAFAYETTE F.—Co. H, 3rd Iowa Infantry 


Lafayette enlisted on September 5, 1862. He was discharged on 
June 1, 1865, at Washington, D.C. 
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Lafayette fought in the battles of Vicksburg and Jackson, Miss- 
issippi, and Atlanta, Georgia. He was with Sherman’s army on the 
march to the sea. He marched in the Grand Review, May 24, 1865, 
at Washington, D.C. 

BORN: 1844; DIED: 1908; BURIED: Agency Cemetery, 
Agency, Iowa. 


DAVIS, SAMUEL R.—Co. B, 63rd Ohio Infantry 


Samuel enlisted on October 8, 1861. He was discharged on July 
SO, L8e5. 

Samuel fought in the battles of Corinth, Mississippi, Atlanta 
and Savannah, Georgia. He was with Sherman’s army on the march 
to the sea. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1913; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, lowa. 


DAWSON, SAMUEL B.—Co. K, 32nd Iowa Infantry 


Samuel enlisted on July 28, 1862. He was discharged on August 
24, 1865, at Clinton, Iowa. 

Samuel fought in the battles of Fort DeRussy and Pleasant Hill, 
Louisiana. He fought in the battle of Nashville, Tennessee. Samuel 
campaigned in Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama. 

BORN: 1838; DIED: 1906; BURIED: Iowa Soldiers Home 
Cemetery, Marshalltown, Iowa. 


DELANEY, THOMAS E.—Co. B, 112th Illinois Infantry 


Thomas enlisted on August 12, 1862. He was discharged on June 
20, 1865. 

Thomas fought in the battles of Kelly’s Ford and Nashville, 
Tennessee. He fought in the battle of Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Thomas campaigned in Kentucky, Tennessee, and the Carolinas. 

BORN: 18380; DIED: 1919; BURIED: Laurens Cemetery, 
Protestant, Laurens, Iowa. 


DEVER, GEORGE W.—Battery C, Ist Tennessee Artillery 


The name is spelled Deaver in our community. George enlisted 
on September 17, 1863. He was discharged on June 8, 1865. 

George fought in the battle of Nashville, Tennessee. He did 
garrison duty at Memphis, Johnsonville, and Nashville, Tennessee. 

BORN: 1834; DIED: 1905; BURIED: Nevada Cemetery, Pro- 
testant, Nevada, Iowa. 


DIMMITT, HENRY T.—Co. H, 36th Iowa Infantry 


Henry enlisted on August 20, 1862. He was discharged on June 
3, 1864, at Keokuk, Iowa. 
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Henry fought in the battles of Elkin’s Ford, Mark’s Mills, and 
Camden, Arkansas. He was: wounded in action. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1915; BURIED: Goodland Cemetery, 
Goodland, Kansas. 


GATES, NORMAN J.—Co. F, 142nd Illinois Infantry 


Norman enlisted on June 18, 1864. He was discharged on Octo- 
ber 26, 1864. 

Norman was sent to Memphis, Tennessee. He was assigned to 
duty on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad at White’s Station 
until his discharge. 

BORN: 1845; DIED: 1903; BURIED: Sheppard Cemetery, 
Gifford, Iowa. 


GOEHRING, CHRISTIAN—Co. I, 55th Illinois Infantry 


The name is spelled Gohring on some of his records. Christian 
enlisted on August 27, 1861. He received a disability discharge on 
August 21, 1862, at St. Louis, Missouri. 

Christian was in the battle of Shiloh, Tennessee. He was a bugler 
with General Grant’s army. 

BORN: 1834; DIED: 1899; BURIED: Grave 39, Section 5,- 
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Omaha, Nebraska. 


HAMILTON, MONTGOMERY—Co. C, 146th Illinois Infantry 


Montgomery enlisted on August 30, 1864. He was discharged 
on June 12, 1865, at Cairo, Illinois. 

The 146th was organized at Camp Butler and mustered in for 
one year. Montgomery’s company was assigned to duty at Brighton, 
Illinois, guarding drafted men. It seems that there was so mueh 
opposition to drafting men during the Civil War that enlisted men 
had to be assigned to guard the draftees. 

BORN: 1833; DIED: 1897; BURIED: Sheldon Cemetery, Pro- 
testant, Sheldon, Iowa. 


HARE, JACOB—Co. H, 7th Iowa Infantry 


The name is spelled Hare on Post 239 récords. It was spelled 
Harre on some of the Civil War records. The family spelled the 
name Herr. 

Jacob enlisted on February 23, 1864. He was discharged on 
July 12, 1865, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Jacob fought in the battles of Atlanta and Savannah, Georgia. 
He marched to the sea with Sherman’s army. Jacob marched in 
the Grand Review, May 24, 1865, at Washington, D.C. 

BORN: 1846; DIED: 1930; BURIED: Brushy Cemetery, Ico- 
nium, Iowa. 
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HART, WILSON S.—Co. A, 87th Ohio Infantry 


Wilson enlisted on May 28, 1862. He was discharged on October 
1, 1862, at Camp Delaware, Ohio. 

Wilson fought in the battle of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 
He fought in the battle at Berlin, Maryland. 

BORN: 1840; DIED: 1905; BURIED: Lot 1-A, Section 33-84, 
Forest Cemetery, Oskaloosa, Lowa. 


HELWIG, CHARLES—Co. E, 15th Iowa Infantry 


Charles enlisted on October 14, 1861. He was discharged on July 
24, 1865, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Charles fought in the battles of Shiloh, Tennessee, and Corinth, 
Mississippi. He marched to the sea with Sherman’s army. Charles 
was wounded at Atlanta, Georgia. 

BORN: 18838; DIED: 1914; BURIED: Augusta Cemetery, Ma- 
rietta, Minnesota. 


KEOPPLE, ELIAS D.—Co. A, 46th Ohio Infantry; Co. C, 5th 
United States Cavalry 


The name is also spelled Keoppel. Elias enlisted on September 
10, 1861. He was discharged on January 5, 1867, at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Elias fought in the battles of Shiloh, Tennessee, and Vicksburg, 
Mississipp1. He marched to the sea with Sherman’s army. 

BORN: 1845; DIED: 19183; BURIED: Iowa Soldiers Home 
Cemetery, Marshalltown, Iowa. 


KERSEY, HIRAM M.—Co. G, 44th Iowa Infantry 


Hiram enlisted on May 9, 1864. He was discharged on Septem- 
ber 15, 1864, at Davenport, Lowa. 

Hiram was assigned to garrison duty at Memphis, Tennessee, 
until early in July, 1864. He was transferred to garrison duty at 
La Grange, Tennessee, until September, 1864. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1919; BURIED: Bangor Cemetery, Ban- 
gor, lowa. 


LEARNED, HENRY—Co. K, 18th Iowa Infantry 


Henry enlisted on July 18, 1862. He was discharged on July 
20, 1865, at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Henry campaigned in Missouri and Arkansas with the Army 
of the Frontier. He fought in many minor battles. Henry helped 
to protect supply lines and to guard invasion routes. He made many 
long marches. One march was in midwinter for a distance of seventy 
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five miles. There were several inches of snow on the ground and no 
shelter of any kind. 

BORN: 1844; DIED: 1914; BURIED: Nevada Cemetery, Pro- 
testant, Nevada, Iowa. 


McGROGAN, EDWARD J.—Co. L, 6th New York Cavalry 


The name is spelled MeGrogen on some records. Edward en- 
listed on November 24, 1861. He was discharged on June 27, 1862, 
at Washington, D.C., for disability. 

Edward served in the defense forces guarding Washington, 
D.C, . 
BORN: 1840; DIED: 1897; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


OLDENBURG, JOHN F.—Co. B, 112th Illinois Infantry 


The name is spelled Olenburg on the Civil War record. John en- 
listed on August 12, 1862. He was discharged on June 20, 1865. — 

John was wounded in action at Kelly’s Ford, Tennessee. A mus- 
ket ball hit his arm below the elbow. He fought in the battle of 
Nashville, Tennessee. John campaigned in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and the Carolinas. : ° 

There is no official record of the date of death or the burial 
place of John F. Oldenburg. He died suddenly in a hotel dining 
room at Goldfield, Iowa. The evidence seems to indicate that he 
died in 1900. : «8 


PASLEY, BENJAMIN F.—Co. K, 132nd Illinois Infantry .«« 


Benjamin enlisted on May 14, 1864. He was discharged on Octo- 
ber 17, 1864. . 

Benjamin was assigned to garrison duty at Paducah, Kentucky. 
He accompanied the expedition to Haddix Ferry, Kentucky. 

BORN: 1845: DIED: 1896: BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


PATTON, THOMAS W.—Co. A, 46th Indiana Infantry 

Thomas enlisted on November 12, 1862. He was discharged on 
July 17, 1865. 

Thomas fought in the battles of Port Gibson and Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. He campaigned in Arkansas and Mississippi. 

BORN: 1839; DIED: 1918; BURIED: Lisecomb Cemetery, Lis- 
comb, Iowa. 


SAPP, WILLIAM—Co. I, 26th Indiana Infantry 


_ Wilham enlisted on September 24, 1864. He was discharged on 
September 6, 1865, at Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Wilham was assigned to garrison duty at Fort Butler, Donald- 
son, Louisiana, until March, 1865. He fought in the battle of Mobile, 
Alabama. NDA | 

BORN: 18382;, DIED: 1920; BURIED: Lot 26C, Grave 3, 
Sunnyside Cemetery, Sunnyside, Washington. 


SHAFER, WILLIAM H.—Co. K, 1st Iowa Infantry 


Wilham enlisted on April 24, 1861. He was discharged on Aug- 
ust’ 21, 1861. 

William campaigned in Missouri. He was wounded in the leg 
and arm on August 10, 1861, at Wilson’s Creek, Missouri. 


* BORN: 1829; DIED: 1901; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, lowa 


SHAW, DANIEL D.—Co. A, 2nd Illinois Cavalry 


Daniel enlisted on. August 8, 1861. He was discharged on Novem- 
ber 22, 1865, at Springfield, Illinois. 

Daniel fought in the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh, Ten-’ 
nessee. He fought in the battles of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Mo- 
bile, Alabama. 

BORN: 1836; DIED: 1893; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, lowa. 


SHEARER, SILAS I—Co. K, 23rd Towa Infantry 


Silas enlisted on August 12, 1862. He was discharged on July 
26, 1865, at Harrisburg, Texas. Silas was promoted to Fifth Ser- 
geant on June 1, 1865. 

Silas fought in the battles of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Mo- 
bile, Alabama. He campaigned through Louisiana and into Texas. 

BORN: 18388; DIED: 1915; BURIED: Collins Cemetery, Col- 
lins, Iowa. 


STALLINGS, SYLVESTER ABE—Co. D, 5th Iowa Infantry ; 
Co. I, 5th lowa Cavalry Consolidated 


- Abe enlisted on July 1, 1861. He was discharged on August 11, 
1865, at Nashville, Tennessee. Abe was promoted to Fourth Ser- 
geant on February 15, 1864. 

Abe fought in four important battles in Mississippi. They were 
Iuka, Corinth, Vicksburg, and Jackson. He also campaigned in 
Tennessee and Alabama. 

BORN: 1841; DIED: 1927; BURIED: Zearing Mausoleum, 
Zearing, Iowa. 
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THATCHER, CHARLES NATHAN—Co. D, 7th Iowa Cavalry 


Charles enlisted on January 15, 1863. He was discharged on 
August 8, 1863, at Des Moines, Iowa. 

The 7th Iowa Cavalry was organized to protect the territories 
west of Iowa from the Indians. The organizing took so long that 
many soldiers, including Charles, were discharged before the unit 
left Lowa. 

BORN: 1849; DIED: 1925; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 


ing, Lowa. 
2?) 


THOMAS, LEWIS W.—Co. I, 13th Iowa Infantry 


Lewis enlisted on October 26, 1864. He was discharged on July 
21, 1865, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Lewis campaigned in the Carolinas. He marched in the Grand 
Review on May 24, 1865, at Washington, D.C. 

BORN: 1828; DIED-: 1918; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 


ing, lowa. 


WEATHERLY, DANIEL E.—Co. B, 2nd Iowa Cavalry 


Daniel enlisted on July 30, 1861. He was discharged on October 
3, 1864, at Davenport, Iowa. 

Daniel fought in the battles of Iuka and Corinth, Mississippi. 
He fought in the battle of Collierville, Tennessee. 


BORN: 1839; DIED: 1904; BURIED: Bethel Grove Cemetery, 
Marshall County, Iowa. 


WOOD, GORDON—Co. I, 4th Illinois Cavalry; Co. I, 12th Illinois 
Cavalry Consolidated. 


Gordon enlisted on November 28, 1863. The date of his dis- 
charge is not available. He was sick at the time the regiment was 
disbanded on May 29, 1866. 

Gordon campaigned in Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 
He arrived in the war zone too late for the major battles fought in 
the area mentioned. However, Gordon was present for many of the 
minor battles and skirmishes. 

BORN: 1845; DIED: 1902; BURIED: Hillside Cemetery, State 
Center, Iowa. 


This completes the roll call of the members of Andrew Patton 
Post 239, Zearing, Iowa. 
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Civiu WAR VETERANS OF OurR COMMUNITY BELONGING TO 


G. A. R. Posts In OTHER COMMUNITIES. 


ALBRIGHT, WILLIAM MAYER—Co. G, 47th Iowa Infantry 


William enlisted on May 7, 1864. He was discharged on Septem- 
ber 28, 1864, at Davenport, Iowa. William was a member of G.A.R. 
Post 8, at Iowa City, Iowa. 

William was assigned to garrison duty at Helena, Arkansas. 
The journey to Helena was made in box ears as far as Cairo, [li- 
nois. The journey was completed on a boat. William contracted 
malaria and returned to Iowa before the regiment did. 

BORN: 1845; DIED: 1935; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


CHANCE, THOMAS P.—Co. G, 122nd Ohio Infantry 


Thomas enlisted on August 18, 1862. He was discharged on June 
24, 1865. Thomas was a member of G. A. R. Post 338 at Union, 
Iowa. He was also a member of G. A. R. Post 486 at New Provi 
dence, Iowa. 

Thomas fought in the battle of Petersburg, Virginia. He fought 
in the Battles of the Wilderness. He fought in the Appomattox 
campaign which resulted in the surrender of Lee. Thomas marched 
in the Grand Review on May 24, 1865, at Washington, D.C. 

BORN: 1838; DIED: 1909; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


LACEY, JOHN WILSON—Co. C, 13th Iowa Infantry 


John enlisted on November 2, 1864. He was discharged on July 
21, 1865, at Louisville, Kentucky. John was a member of G. A. R. 
Post 338 at Union, Iowa. 

John campaigned in the Carolinas. He marched in the Grand 
Review on May 24, 1865, at Washington, D.C. ‘ 

BORN: 1840; DIED: 1908; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear-: 


ing, lowa. 


POLLOCK, THOMAS J.—Co. I, 28th Wisconsin Infantry 


Thomas enlisted on August 21, 1862. He was discharged on 
January 16, 1863, for disability. Thomas was a member of G. A. R. 
Post 141 at Iowa Falls, Iowa. 

Thomas was mustered in at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on October 
14, 1862. He was sent to Columbus, Kentucky. At the time of his 
discharge, Thomas was stationed at Helena, Arkansas. 
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BORN: 1842; DIED: 1912; BURIED: Zearing Mausoleum, 
Zearing, lowa. 


REID, SAMUEL—Co. I, 6th Iowa Infantry 

Samuel enlisted on July 12, 1861. He was discharged on Jan- 
uary 1, 1862. Samuel was a member of G. A. R. Post 31 at Nevada, 
Iowa. 

Samuel was sent to the Iowa-Missouri border to help prevent 
an enemy invasion of Iowa. He was wounded in the right shoulder 
in the fighting at La Mine Bridge, Missouri . 

BORN: 1838;.DIED: 1898; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Lowa. 


WATKINS, JOSEPH H.—Co. G, 182nd Ohio Infantry 


Joseph enlisted on May 2, 1864. He was discharged on Septem- 
ber 10, 1864, at Camp Chase, Ohio. Joseph was a member of G. A. R. 
Post 238 at Colo, Iowa. 

Joseph did garrison duty at White House, Virginia. He did 
garrison duty at Bermuda Hundred, Virginia. 

BORN: 1839; DIED: 1914; BURIED: Colo Cemetery, Protes- 
tant, Colo, Iowa. 


Civin War VETERANS OF OUR ComMUNITY WHO Dip Nor BELONG 


TO THE G. A. R. 


BARTINE, AMOS A.—Co. B, 2nd Iowa Cavalry 


Amos enlisted on July 30, 1861. He was mustered in on August 
31, 1861. He was discharged on February 29, 1864. Amos reenlisted 
on March 1, 1864. Amos was promoted to Fifth Sergeant on July 
d, 1865. He received his final discharge on September 19, 1865, at 
Selma, Alabama. 

Amos campaigned with the cavalry in Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Alabama. He fought in the important battle at Shiloh, Tennes- 
see. 
BORN: 1834; DIED: 1917; BURIED: Bivens Grove Cemetery, 
Marshall County, Iowa. | 


HOLCOMB, JAMES—Co. F, 78th Ohio Infantry 


James enlisted on September 21, 1864. He was discharged on 
May 30, 1865, at Washington, D.C. 

James marched with Sherman’s army to the sea. He campaigned 
in the Carolinas. He marched in the Grand Review on May 24, 1865, 
at Washington, D.C. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1918; BURIED: Illinois Grove Ceme- 
tery, Marshall County, Iowa. 
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PRICE, JAMES M.—Co. G, 26th Michigan Infantry 


James enlisted at Galien, Michigan, on August 15, 1862. He en- 
listed as a First Sergeant. He was discharged on November 28, 
1863, for disability. 

James did provost duty at Alexandria, Virginia, until April 
20, 1863. He was im the siege of Suffolk, Virginia. In July, 1863, 
he was ordered to join the Army of the Potomac in the field. 

BORN: 1830; DIED: 1900; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


SMITH, ROBERT D.—Co. G, 92nd Illinois Infantry 


Robert enlisted on August 9, 1862. He was discharged on July 
10, 1865, at Chicago, Illinois. 

Robert fought in the important battles of Fort Donelson, Ten- 
nessee, and Atlanta, Georgia. He marched with Sherman’s army to 
the sea. Robert also campaigned in the Carolinas. 

BORN: 1842; DIED: 1925; BURIED: Colo Cemetery, Protes- 
tant, Colo, Iowa. 


Honor Rouu 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 


According to Lena Richardson Warner, Zearing took the Span- 
ish American War calmly. The ladies sewed for the Cuban relief so- 
cieties. Zearing furnished two men for the armed services. 


BURKHART, HUBERT E.—Co. H, 49th Iowa Infantry 


Hubert enlisted on June 21, 1898. He was promoted to Musician 
on December 1, 1898. Hubert was discharged on May 138, 1899, at 
Savannah, Georgia. 

BORN: 1872; DIED: 1985; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


RICHARDSON, EDWARD A.—Co. H, 49th Iowa Infantry 


Edward enlisted on June 22, 1898. He was discharged on May 
13, 1899, at Savannah, Georgia. 

BORN: 1873; DIED: 1943; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


The Zearing men were sent to Jacksonville, Florida. Later they 
were transferred to a camp at Savannah, Georgia. They landed at 
Havana, Cuba, on December 21, 1898. 

The men of the regiment protected water supplies, took charge 
of surrendered property, and did guard duty in Cuba. They par- 
ticipated in the ceremonies attending the lowering of the Spanish 
flag and the raising of the flag of the United States in the city of 
Havana. 
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Honor Rou 
Worup War | 


There was an honor roll and a service flag for the men of World 
War I. I could not find the service flag. The list of names for the 
honor roll is also missing. 

According to The Tri County News, the service flag was dedi- 
cated on April 26, 1918. It was a huge flag with twenty-one stars 
at the time of the dedication. Each star represented a local young 
man in the service. The flag was made by the ladies of the Red 
Cross. . | 

George W. Phillips read the lst of names at the -dedication. 
The high school cornet band furnished the music. Professor Pollard 
of Ames led the community singing. Professor L. B. Schmidt of 
Ames gave the dedication address. Civil War veterans sat on the 
platform with the officials. 

It is difficult to establish any specifie rules for an honor roll 
compiled so many years after the end of a war. So the only rule 
used is an abstract one. Could the soldier’s name be immediately 
associated with Zearing, Iowa. 


Honor Rouu 


Abbey, Jesse L. 
Adams, James Russell 
Armstrong, Dwight A. 
Britten, Harry W. 
Brookman, Herbert E. 
Bump, Otis A. 

Cerka, Wilham J. 
Comfort, Paul 

Cook, Ivan R. 

Couser, Harry 

Cox, Wallace L. 

Deal, Leon 

Deal, Orel 

Davisson, Henry 
Davisson, Lake E. 
Deaver, David Keith 
Deaver, Reuben Wiley 
Dool, Clarence Omar 


Kasterday, Claude George 


rreenberg, Clifford J. 
Golly, Freely E. 
Gildner, Robert 


Hansen, Nels Martin 
Higgason, William 
Gardiner, William B. 
Cary, Clifford L. 
Ingledue, Leslie Merle 
Laycock, Merle H. 
Lutz, George J. 
Madison, Ingvald_S. 
Maliet, Nicholas 
Meekins, Harry M. 
Moore, Lee E. 
Rahfeldt, William 
Reese, Wilton Loy 
Smith, Donald M. 
Smith, James Lawrence 
Smith, Leslie M. 
Shultz, Winferd F. 
Stone, Boyd D. 

Stone, Leo 

Tisdale, Julius Ray 
Varnum, Harry James 
Edens, Herman R. 


Mirirary History ew | 


The following men were living in our community at the time 
of World War I. Most of them were hired to work on farms. They 
eould not be classed as permanent residents of our community. 


Boxdorfer, Theodore Grunden, Wilbur 
Anderson, Peter Hale, Andy 
Fosse, Barney S. Larson, Olaf 
Cheatum, Carl Manford Myers, Luther 
Eagen, Bernard M. Clark, George 
Guy, Paul Minney, Fred 


PERSONAL ITEMS 
WorRLD War I 


While serving in France in 1918, Claude George Easterday 
spent a considerable amount of time near the front lines driving a 
horse drawn ambulanee. On one of the trips to the front the tongue 
of the ambulance was broken. Claude repaired the tongue, using 
a knife, while exposed to enemy fire. For this act of bravery, Claude 
received a special citation from the French government. 


Base Hospital, France 
July 22. 1915 
~Dear Dad and Marie: 
I am here in the hospital with a sore leg. Am getting along all 
right. A friend is writing this. 
Leslie Merle Ingledue 


The above letter was received by Sylvester Abe Stallings from 
his grandson, Merle Ingledue. Merle had been in the fighting with 
the world famous 168th Regiment of the Rainbow Division. 


They say that there are four classes of people around San An- 
tonio. There are Mexicans, negroes, soldiers and white folks. 


James Russell Adams 
Letter - August 21, 1918 
Kelly Field, Texas 


Ingvald S. Madison is here close to me. He is acting as sergeant 
since Friday morning. George Clark, Paul Guy, and Leslie McBride 
were here with my company for two weeks but were sent to Camp 
Dix, New Jersey. 

Otis A. Bump 
Letter - September 1, 1918 
Camp Pike, Arkansas 


232 ComMMUNItTy History, ZEARING, lowa 


Candy is about the only thing we can not get. Chewing tobacco 
is about 7 cents a plug and smoking is about 8 cents a ean. 


Boyd D. Stone 
Letter - August 13, 1918 
Somewhere in France 


A shell went into the ground under me and exploded. There was 
an awtul feeling from the shock and the worst taste I ever had in 
my mouth. A big chunk of shrapnel had gone clear through my right 
thigh, hitting the bone on the way through. About midnight the 
litter carriers got me and earried me to the field hospital. 


Lake E. Davisson 
Letter - August 11, 1918 
Somewhere in France 


I saw Ray Tisdale the first part of the week and he was won- 
dering if he would be lucky enough to get the flu. I told him old 
tough fellows from Iowa, especially those from Story county, 
around Zearing, would not take it. 

Ingvald S. Madison 
Letter - October 6, 1918 
Camp Pike, Arkansas 


I am well except for one thing. I have the prickly heat so bad 
that I feel like I am full of cooties. 
Nels M. Hansen 
Letter - August 10, 1918 
Kagle Pass, Texas 


I have been quite busy, putting in most of my spare time on 
books. I want to keep at the head of my class. 


Clarence Omar Dool 
Letter - September 3, 1918 
Cook & Bakers School 
Camp Pike, Arkansas 


Next came Ohio and I fell in love with that state. The prettiest 
oirls that I saw on the whole trip. And they are patriotic too. 


Wilbur Grunden 
Letter -September 10, 1918 
Camp Merritt, New Jersey 


Minrrary History 
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U.S. S. Scutrz 


LEE E. Moorzt — Crew MEMBER 


The U.S. 8S. Schurz was sunk off the coast of Florida in June, 
1918. In a letter dated June 23, 1918, Lee E. Moore tells the story. 


‘‘T found that we were struck by another ship. Our ship had 
begun to sink pretty fast so we got into our boats, mine was the 
first whale boat, and shoved off. 

‘The sea was pretty rough. We would go high in the air and 
then down again. It was real exciting. 

‘“The ship that struck us was the U.S. S. Florida, an oil tanker. 
She backed off and waited for us. Weall got away except one man 
killed on watch on the bridge. We were all picked up by the Flor- 
ida after being in the water about one hour.”’ 


Honor Roun 
NOVEMBER 12, 1918 — DECEMBER 6, 1941 


ALLEN, WYNBURN BRUCE—Battery F, 59th Coast Artillery 
Army Serial No. 6791139 


Wynburn enlisted on September 19, 1927. He was discharged 
on September 18, 1930. Wynburn was a native of Zearing. He was 
the son of L. Cressie and Ina Allen. 

BORN: 1905; DIED: 1949; BURIED: Zearing Cemetery, Zear- 
ing, Iowa. 


BATSON, LOREIN C.-—Battery A, 62nd Coast Artillery 
Army Serial No. 6529495 


The name is spelled Loren on the tombstone. He enlisted on 
May 12, 1924, at Fort Missoula, Montana. He was discharged on 
May 11, 1927, at Fort Totten, New York. Lorein lived at St. An- 
thony, lowa. 


BORN: 1901; DIED: 1944; BURIED: Illinois Grove Cemetery, 
Marshall County, lowa. 


STEELMAN, LYLE E.—U. S. S. Maryland 


Lyle enlisted in the Navy on January 10, 1987. He was dis- 
charged on December 7, 1940. Lyle is a Zearing electrician in 1956. 


BORN: January 27, 1918. 
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Honor Rou 
Worup War II 


ZEARING SERVICE ORGANIZATION’S MEMORIAL PLAQUE 


Bissell, Dale 
Edens, Estel 
Perisho, William 
Fink, Edwin 
Rogers, George 
Mein, Hilko 
Reed, Jimmie 
Wheelock, Paul 
Vinsel, Karroll 
Jones, Leo 
Steelman, Floyd 
Tisdale, Dale 
Beach, Roseoe 
Cox, Howard 
Cameron, Francis 
Snover, Marquis 
Bryson, Delos 
Steelman, Arnold 
Kerney, Myron 
Reynolds, Dale 
Ose, Keith 
Spurling, Everett 
Britten, William 
Edens, Lloyd 
Ricketts, Wayne 
Bailey, Raymond 
Cerka, Loren 
Brekke, John 
Johnston, Dale 
Holveck, Forrest 
Wheelock, Carl 
Lund, John Jr. 
Harmon, Wilbur 
Turner, Forrest 
Chanee, Merle 
Oakes, Amor 
Tett, Everett 
Wright, James 
Hinecker, Lucian 
3uffineton, Jerald 
Erickson, Orlin 
Erickson, Robert 
Gray, William 
Lundy, Gordon 


Varnum, Fred 
Chanee, Vernon 
Ricketts, Max 
3issell, Fred 
Jones, Emmett 
Grimm, Donald 
Sathers, Salmer 
Lane, Bond 
Gogerty, Clyde 
Wyeth, Wayne 
Gravitt, James 
Regelin, Byron 
Hunziker, Leland 
Lewis, Raymond 
Coleman, Robert 
Erickson, Milford 
Golly, Marvin 
Edens, Leslie 
Smith, Clarence 
Perisho, Elvin 
Duns, Jerald 
Parkey, John 
Cerka, Owen 
Langland, Junior 
Plants, Raymond 
Jones, Irvin 
Arrasmith, Otis 
Wurster, Christie 
Chanee, Robert 
Manchester, Keith 
Buffington, Kenneth 
Womeldorff, James 
Strassburg, Harry 
Harkema, Walter 
Womeldorff, Lyle 
Womeldorff, Donald 
Gildersleeve, Myron 
Helland, Kermit 
Norman, Catherine 
Norman, Loren 
McBride, William 
Kniel, Junior 
Dakins, Donald 
Eley, Lynn 


Schuler, Lawrence 
Christianson, Lavern 
Lund, Walter 
Roche, James 
Stackhouse, Merrill 
Miller, Ted 
LeFevre, Claude 
Twentier, Max 
Snover, Delmar 
Manning, Dale 
Deal, Carroll 
Joyee, Jess 

Golly, Hartley 
Reese, Merlin 
Perisho, Vern 
Pulley, Lyle 
Beach, Lloyd 
Miller, Denver 
Allen, Junior E. 
Brouhard, Donald 
Brouhard, Robert 
Lewis, Charles 
Ricketts, Robert 
Harmon, Ralph 
Moon, Leo 

Moffit, Edward 
‘McBride, Harlow 
Maliet, Leonard 
Cerka, Elmer. 
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Oakes, Asher 
Fleming, Donald 
Chanee, Clarence 
Johnson, Alvin 
Coleman, Russell 
Coe, Neal 

Jones, Wayne 
Wheelock, Robert 
Lundy, Paul 

Lutz, John 
LeFevre, Clifford 
Johnson, Robert 
Brouhard, William 
Jones, Glen 

Baker, Glen 
Gogerty, Henry 
Deal, Wayne 
Golly, Duane 
Krickson, Clyde 
Wickham, Harold 
Gaunt, George 
Kleespie, Raymond 
Blayney, Roberta 
Reed, Wayne 
Oakes, Smith 
Nighsonger, Floyd 
Bissell, Lyle 
Barnard, Charles Jr. 


PERSONAL ITEMS 
Worup War II 


The following items were taken from the records of Donald H. 
Grimm, Historian, Post 116. It was impossible to inelude all of 
the veterans listed on the honor roll. Names were selected based 
upon membership in Post 116. The veterans included returned to 
our community after the war with the intention of establishing 
their homes here. 


Perisho, William A.—Bill received two air medals for submar- 
ine sinkings. He served with Squadron V. P. 74 of the Navy Air 
Force. 


Wheelock, Paul N.—While hauling ammunition on the Anzio 
beach head, Paul found the road blocked by a jeep. Paul became 
excited because he was in an area exposed to enemy fire. Then he 
discovered that the man in the jeep was Lieutenant Max Twentier, 
a former Zearing resident. 


236 Community History, ZEARING, lowa 


Vinsel, Karroll H.—Karroll arrived at Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, during the Buna-Guna campaign. On June 12, 1947, Kar- 
roll married Ruth Nelson of Rockhampton, Australia. 

Jones, Joseph Leo—Leo took part in the invasion of Bougain- 
ville. He spent three months there with the Marines. 

Steelman, Floyd O.—Floyd traveled more than 270,000 miles 
on the sea during his service in the Navy. He saw a lot of action 
as a member of the crew of the U. S. S. Stockham, a destroyer. 

Tisdale, Dale E.—Dale served with the 5th Army in Italy. He 
was awarded a.bronze star during the advance to Rome. 

Cerka, William Loren—Loren served for seven months with 
the Far East Air Foree at Fort McKinley, Luzon, Philippines. 

Johnston, Franklin Dale—Lieutenant Johnston was with the 
6th Armored Division when they landed in France on July 17, 
1944. The 6th Armored fought its way to Brest. During the fight- 
ing, Dale was slightly wounded .After recovering he returned to 
the front and was seriously wounded near Naney, France. A Ger- 
man bazooka shell hit his tank. 

Lund, John A. Jr—John campaigned with General Patton’s 
army across France, Belgium, and Luxembourg. 

Turner, Forrest A.—Forrest served with the Headquarters 
Squadron, 59th Air Service Group. He ended his overseas service 
in Korea. 

Buffington, Jerald D.—Jerald was in the fighting at Reims 
and Metz, France. He fought at Liege and Maastricht, Belgium. 
He was at Cologne, Germany, and through Germany to the Hartz 
mountains. 

Gray, William B. Jr.—Bill campaigned in the Pacifie with the 
6th Infantry Division. 

Christianson, Lavern B.—Chris spent two months at Tsingtao, 
China, with Combat Unit Battalion 19. He then transferred to a 
landing ship, the U.S.S. Casa Grande. The Casa Grande transported 
small ships into dry dock. 


Golly, Hartley L.—Swede served with the 27th Infantry Divi- 
sion in the Pacific area. He was in the fighting on Saipan and Oki- 
nawa. 


McBride, Harlow R.—Harlow was a battalion agent with the 
188th Field Artillery. He campaigned from Omaha Beach to Leip- 
zig, Germany. This included the Battle of the Bulge. 


Grimm, Donald H.—Don served for more than a year in New 
Guinea. He served for almost a year in Leyte, Philippines. Don 
went overseas with the infantry. He was transferred to a mail 
transportation unit in Australia. 


Golly, John Marvin—Marvin was selected as a member of an 
evacuation squadron to remove the wounded from Tarawa. His 
plane was the first American plane to land at Tarawa. 
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Arrasmith, Otis E.—Otis served in Wyoming and California. 
He was discharged at Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont, on March 3, 
19438, because of the age limit. 

Wurster, Christie A.—Christie was a member of Battery C, 
30th Anti Aireraft Replacement Battalian at Camp Wallace, Texas. 

Strassburg, Dr. Harry E.—Doe served as a dentist at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, for twenty six months. He was transferred to Fort 
Lewis, Washington, on October 7, 1944. 

Helland, Kermit L.—Kermit emheee m the Marines at the Old 
Federal Building, Des Moines, Iowa, on December 15, 1942. He 
was injured during boot training at San Diego, California, and 
received a medical discharge. 

Norman, Loren EK.—Loren was inducted into the Navy at Camp 
Dodge, Iowa. He received his boot training at Farragut, Idaho. 
His overseas service included six months on Guam. 

McBride, William E.—Bill served with the engineers. He helped 
to construct bridges over the Rhine during the fighting there. 

Oakes, Asher D.—Ash enlisted in the Army at Camp Dodge, 
Iowa, and was sworn in at Fort Snelling, Minnesota ,on July 28, 
1944. He became a non-commissioned officer at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and helped in the training of recruits. 

Fleming, Donald R.—Don trained to be an air force gunner. 
His overseas station was at Tachikawa Army Air Base, Japan. 


Brouhard, William C.—Bill enlisted in the Navy at Des Moines, 
Iowa, on March 14, 1944. He was sent to Farragut, Idaho, for his 
boot training. Bill received a medical discharge at Farragut. 

Gaunt, George A.—George was a member of the crew of the 
U. S. S. Montpelier, a ght cruiser. He was in the Philippines, 
Borneo ,and Okinawa campaigns. 

Kleespie, Charles Raymond.—Ray was inducted at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, on July 8, 1945. He served overseas with the 709th 
Military Police in Germany. 

_ Roche, James L.—James was inducted at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, on July 3, 1945. He served overseas with the 279th Quar- 
termaster Mobile Company in Germany. 


Cerka, Owen C.—Owen served with the 96th Infantry Division 
in the Pacific war zone. He was a truck driver. He hauled every- 
thing from rations to ammunition to the front. 


Wickham, Harold L.—Harold was assigned to A. T. F. 113, a 
fleet tug. He worked at Samar, Subic Bay, and northern Borneo 
for ten months. 


Lundy, Thomas Gordon—Lieutenant Lundy campaigned 
through eastern France and into Germany with the 3rd Army. 
Gordon was very seriously wounded in Germany. He was returned 
to the United States and spent the summer and fall of 1945 in the 
McCloskey General Hospital at Temple, Texas. 
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Coleman, Robert H.—Bob was a member of the famous 34th 
Infantry Division. He served in Africa and Italy. 

Reynolds, Henry Dale—Dale enlisted at St. Louis, Missouri, 
and received his early training at Murray, Kentucky, and Edmond, 
Oklahoma. He attended radio school at Auburn, Alabama, for five 
months. He was assigned to the U. S. S. MeKinley, a communiea- 
tions ship. Dale was in the action at Peleliu, and nearby islands. 


ZEARING SERVICE ORGANIZATION 
Worip War II 


Ruth Thornton Chance furnished the information for the his- 
tory of the Zearing Service Organization. 

The organization was formed on September 5, 1942, for the 
purpose of raising money to use in honoring our boys and girls in 
the service. The following served as officers of the Zearing Service 
Organization during the four years of its existence. 


Manly KE. Dakins Dwight Elmo Johnson 
Dr. Catherine Robinson Vida Johnson Tisdale 
Ruth Thornton Chance Agnes Kurth Cerka 
Ray M. Lightfoot Hazel Adams Lund 
Guy W. Clatterbuck Rev. Roy E. Kerney 


Minute Maids were selected to solicit memberships and to serve 
as waitresses at suppers sponsored by the organization. The Minute 
Maids were: 


Virginia Steelman Jeannette Johnson 
Jean Twentier Martha Varnum 
Margaret Maliet Katherine Varnum 
Barbara Carmody Mary Sparrow 
Jeanette Reese Dorothy Madison 
El Jean Carver Shirley Brown 


On November 1, 1942, the Memorial Plaque was dedicated. The 
names of all the local service men and women were inseribed on 
the Memorial Plaque. W. S. Rupe of Ames, Iowa, delivered the 
dedication address. Rev. Kerney gave the invocation. Music was 
furnished by the high school band. 

Every year at Christmas time, gifts were sent to all local resi- 
dents who were in the service. Twenty six Easter boxes were sent 
in 1943 to those inducted after December 1, 1942. 


Honor Rou 
JUNE 24, 1950 


SEPTEMBER 3, 1945 


CARVER, GERALD WAYNE—508rd Military Police Battalion 
Headquarters Company, 5th Armored Division . 
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Gerald enlisted on June 10, 1946. He was discharged on June 
9, 1949. 

Gerald served in Italy. He is farming near Zearing in 1954. He 
was born on May 3, 1929. 


COCKERHAM, IRVIN W.—Ist Division, Fleet Marine Force 


Irv enlisted in the Marines on January 7, 1946, at Des Moines, 
Iowa. He was discharged on November 1, 1947, at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. 

Irv served in Hawaii. He was a motor pool dispatcher. He is 
farming near McCallsbrug, Iowa, in 1954. Irv was born on Septem- 
ber 17,1926. 


EDEL, EARL H.—348rd Engineers, General Service Regiment 


Earl entered the service at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, on October 
19, 1945. He was discharged on February 17, 1947, at Fort Sheri- 
dan, Illinois. 

Earl is living on the family farm in 1954. The farm is located 
in the northeast corner of Story county. He was born on October 
creed EAS 


JONES, KENNETH R.—Special Duty, United States Marines. 


Kenneth entered the service at Des Moines, Iowa ,on July 29, 
1946. He was discharged at Terminal Island, California, on Jan- 
uary 27, 1948. 

Kenneth was not assigned to any outfit. He served as an orderly 
and driver for Rear Admiral Paul Hendron. Kenneth was given 
an opportunity to try for Annapolis but turned the offer down. 

Kenneth is farming northeast of Zearing in 1954. He was born 
on October 31, 1928. 


PERISHO, LLOYD G.—1st Installation Squadron, 1st Installa- 
tion Group, Ist Fighter Wing, 4th Air Force; 22nd Installa- 
tion Squadron, 22nd Bomb Group, 9th Air Force. 

Lloyd entered the service at Des Moines, Iowa, on November 18, 

1948. He was discharged on October 14, 1949, at March Field, 

Riverside, California. 


Lloyd is farming on the family farm northwest of Zearing in 
1954. He was born on December 18, 1928 . 


REESE, RONALD A.—28th Medical Group, Rapid City, South 
Dakota; 3rd Armored Division, Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
Ronnie entered the service on Augusi 21, 1948, at Fort Dodge, 


Iowa. He was discharged on January 25, 1950, at Rapid City, 
South Dakota. 
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Ronnie is living in California in 1954. He was born on August 
27, 1929. 


WEUVE, GERALD H.—Co. B, 562nd Engineers Special Brigade 


Gerald entered the service at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, on 
January 24, 1946. He was discharged on August 11, 1946, at Fort 
Ord, California. He enlisted at Ford Ord on August 12, 1946. 
Gerald received his final discharge on September 12, 1947, at 
Camp Stoneman, California. 

Gerald is farming on the Norman farm east of Zearing in 1954. 
He was born on August 22, 1927. 


Honor Rouu 


KOREAN WAR 


SERVICE BoarD, ZEARING Post 116, THE AMERICAN LEGION 


The list is complete to July 8, 1954. 


Abbey, Keith O. Lacey, Richard K. 
Abbey, Roger L. Lewis, Eugene B. 
Anderson, Lloyd L. Lewis, Kenneth L. 
Blayney, Robert A. Mannetter, Donald G. 
sorchert, David F. Manning, Wayne J. 
Brown, Edwin L. Mehlisch, Ralph E. 
Brown, William E. Mersman, Harold W. 
Buffington, Wendell L. Mersman, Gene E. 
Carver, Murray L. Mersman, Vernon D. 
Chance, Harold D. Montz, Donald V. 
Chance, Richard W. Moon, Leo B. 
Christensen, Richard D. Norton, Kenneth R. 
Clark, Donald lL. Oakes, Samuel J. 
Coe, Neal H. Obenchain, Ronald E. 
Coleman, Ceeil L. Parkey, John W. 
Coleman, Richard K. Rasmusson, Harlan D. 
Curley, Dennis A. Reed, R. Duane 
Dudley, Wayne C. Reese, Richard O. 
Edel, Jerome F. Reese, Robert W. 
Eley, Richard W. Ricketts, Max V. 
Erickson, Donald L. Schulz, Leamon E. 
Erickson, Harold Snider, Harold R. 
Erickson, Merrill D. Sparrow, Ross F. 
Farni, Marvin R. Strassburg, Donald E. 
Freese, William C. Thornton, Donald E. 
Gildersleeve, Merlin D. Thornton, Roger C. 
Golly, Warren Dean Varnum, John M. Jr. 


Good, Robert L. Varnum, Richard T. 
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Herndon, Bobby D. Walters, David M. 
Herr, Ronald D. Walters, Merle F. 
Howard, Rolland L. Weuve, Harold J. 
Karns, Carlton E. Wheelock, Ronald J. 
Karns, Lawrence J. Wheelock, Vincent J. 
Kirk, Dwain R. Wood, Gerald D. 
Krebs, Howard W. Wood, Richard E. 


PERSONAL ITEMS 
KOREAN WAR 


Until the printer, Rev. Robert A. Dennert, moved to Houston, 
Texas, Post 116 published the Legion News Gazette. The Legion 
News Gazette was sent to all the local boys in the service once each 
month. The following personal items were taken from the Gazette. 

Gazette, October, 1951—S/Set. David F. Borchert’s picture 
was on the front page of the Nevada Evening Journal last week. 
The picture showed David and two other soldiers examining the 
rear mount engine in a German car. 


Gazette, March, 1952—An article in The Des Moines Register 
stated that there will be a round the world good will cruise by a 
squadron of destroyers. The squadron will stop at Hong Kong and 
then proceed by the way of the Indian Ocean to the Suez Canal 
region. They will return to the east coast of the United States on 
April 30. One of the ships will be the U. S. S. Bristol. Ronald E. 
Obenchain is a member of the crew of the Bristol. 

Gazette, April, 1951—When Merlin D. Gildersleeve, John M. 
Varnum Jr., Howard W.. Krebs, and Richard K. Lacey joined the 
Towa air guard, it seemed that they might get their basic training 
close to home. Good for week end passes or for going over the hill. 
However, the Army in its infinite wisdom thought of that also. So 
we understand that Bangor, Maine, will be the training center. 

Gazette, May, 1951—Leamon E. Schulz, Harold Erickson, and 
Donald L. Erickson called themselves the Camp Carson kids. They 
took their basic training at Camp Carson, Colorado. 

Gazette, May, 1951—Wilham E. Brown is with a special services 
company of the 24th Infantry Division in Korea. 

Gazette, August, 1951—The New Tri County News received 
a large photograph of Merrill D. Erickson from the Navy. Unfor- 
tunately, it was too large to publish in the Tri County. Merrill is 
with Fighter Squadron 871. 

Gazette, April, 1951—Kenneth R. Norton is a gunner on a 
bomber. He has had many missions over Korea. 

Gazette, March, 1952—Robert A. Blayney’s first trip overseas 
was rough. His ship, an oil tanker, ran into a storm. 

Gazette, February, 1952—Robert L. Good is driving a truck 
that carries an exhibit which explains what to do in ease of an A- 
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bomb attack. The convoy will visit many major cities in the south 
and west. 

Gazette, January, 1952—Samuel J. Oakes is at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. He will try for a commission in the Army paratroopers. 
Papa Oakes declares that Sammie’s ambition was not inherited 
from him. Says he, ‘‘They couldn’t pry me loose from a plane in 
the air.’’ 

Gazette, Mareh, 1952—R. Duane Reed hasn’t had an operation 
on his injured leg yet. He has been on the rifle range at Camp 
Matthews, California. The idea is to complete boot training with 
the Marines before considering an operation. 

Gazette, April, 1951—Bobby D. Herndon is hoping he can re- 
turn from overseas soon. However, he must wait for a mechanic to 
arrive to replace him. 

Gazette, June, 1951—Gene E. Mersman has moved to Inchon, 
Korea. He is only eighteen miles from Seoul. 

tazette, June, 1951—Donald V. Montz is on his way to Korea. 
Vern is from Eldora but worked in Zearing for some time before 
enlisting. He was working at Mayor John Coe’s oil station when 
he decided to enlist. 

Gazette, August, 1951—Dr. R. A. Ricketts tells us that Max 
V. Ricketts has been transferred from air patrol duty to a job in 
the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 

Gazette, September, 1951—Keith O. Abbey’s letter stated that 
on December 14, he will celebrate the end of his first year in Korea. 
He said that his outfit had built three air strips in Korea in a 
period of nine months. 

Gazette, September, 1951—We saw Cecil L. Coleman at the 
La Moille-Zearing baseball game a week ago. He was dressed in his 
Navy whites sitting on a dirty old plank. 

Gazette, July, 1951—Ross F. Sparrow Jr. is with the 91st Food 
Service Squadron at Lockbourne A.F.B., Ohio. 

Gazette, June, 1952—Donald G. jeeerne is in Korea. 

Gazette, June, 1952—Richard D. Christensen is at Fort Davis 
in the Canal Zone. 

Gazette, May, 1952—Jerome F. Edel is in the Army. He is 
stationed at Fort Eustis, Virginia. 

Gazette, May, 1952—Lawrence J. Karns writes that he has 
been spraying tents for three months. He states that he has been 
traveling from one corner of France to another. 

Gazette, February, 1952—Two well known loeal brothers, Rich- 
ard O. Reese and Robert W. Reese, are stationed at Lackland A.F.B. 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Gazette, February, 1952—William C. Freese, who gave up his 
teaching job in the Zearing school to enter the Army, is at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. 
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The following items were not taken from the Gazette. 
The items are all dated March 10, 1954. 

Wendell L. Buffington is taking his boot training at the Naval 
Training Center, San Diego, California. 

Dwain R. Kirk, Harold J. Weuve, and Lloyd L. Anderson are 
serving with the 6th Armored Division, Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri. 

Harold R. Snider is at the Lackland A.F.B., San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Ronald D. Herr is a member of the crew of the U. 8. 8S. Han- 
eock, an aircraft carrier. 

Carlton E. Karns is in Germany. His brother, Kenneth D. 
Karns, is at Camp Pendleton, California. 

Vincent J. Wheelock is stationed at Truax A.F'.B., Wisconsin. 
His brother, Ronald J. Wheelock, is serving with the 93rd Bomber 
Squadron. 

Gerald D. Wood is home. He has been discharged after fifteen 
months in England. 

Richard W. Eley is on his way home. Wendell was in the fight- 
ing in Korea immediately preceding the Armistice. 

Donald E. Strassburg is a member of the crew of the U.S.S. 
Frontier, an auxiliary destroyer. 

Vernon D. Mersman is in Alaska. Harold W. Mersman is at 
Fort Lewis, Washington. 

Ralph E. Mehlisch is with the infantry at Camp Polk, Louisiana, 

‘Donald E. Thornton will leave soon for Japan. He is a member 
of the crew of the U.S. S. Ajax. 

Warren Dean. Golly is home. He served for fifteen months in 
Germany. 

Leo B. Moon, who has been receiving treatment for tuberculosis 
at the Fitzsimons Army Hospital at Denver, Colorado, will soon 
be transferred to the Veterans Hospital at Montgomery, Alabama. 

John W. Parkey and Neal H. Coe were veterans of World War 
II and the Korean War. 

Richard K. Coleman recently joined the other local boys in the 
6th Armored Division at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

Donald L. Clark is at Treasure Island, California. He is study- 
ing electronics. 

Edwin L. Brown is a Navy storekeeper at San Diego, California. 

Murray L. Carver and Roger L. Abbey are in Germany. 

David M. Walters served with the infantry in Korea. 

Harlan D. Rasmusson is in Germany with the infantry. 

Marvin R. Farni is in Korea. 

Wayne J. Manning was a communications man in the Army. 

Richard W. Chance has been assigned to a Navy headquarters 
at San Diego, California . 

Rolland L. Howard completed a tour of duty in the Pacific 
area. He was stationed at Monterey, California, after his return to 
the United States. 
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Wayne C. Dudley and Kenneth L. Lewis received medical dis- 
charges during boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. 

A news item, February, 1954, from Korea, stated that Richard 
T. Varnum had completed three years of meritorius service with 
the Army Air Force. 

Richard E. Wood is stationed in Illinois with the Army Air 
Force. 

Eugene B. Lewis has enlisted in the Navy again. He expects to 
remain in the Navy as a career man. 


GENERAL ITEMS 


Rep Cross SALE 


The Tri County News dated February 8, 1918, contained the 
story of the famous 1918 Red Cross sale. The sale was held on 
February 4, 1918. The day was cold but bright and dry. People 
started to bring their donations to the Gogerty sale barn at sun 
rise. By noon numerous articles had been delivered. 

The crowd filled the sale barn to capacity. David M. Gogerty, 
the auctioneer, delivered an impassioned patriotic speech at 1 P.M. 
After the speech the sale began. 

The real value of an article was disregarded. A pumpkin pie 
was sold for $1. It was returned to the sale and sold again and 
again. A little bantam rooster that no one wanted brought $8. 

Four otf the high school girls, Myrtle Wolford, Dorothy Have- 
lick, Marie Grimm and Eva Hedges went to the Harry Wolford 
farm. They loaded a wagon with stove wood and hauled it to the 
sale. The wood sold for $8. 

The Red Cross received more than $800 from the sale. 


ScraP [RON DRIVE 


Zearing Post 116, The American Legion, sponsored a serap iron 
drive in October, 1942. The proceeds of the drive were donated to 
the Zearing Service Organization. 

Dwight Elmo Johnson, an official of the Zearing Service Or- 
ganization, reported the results of the drive. Elmo’s report stated 
that 120,000 pounds of serap had been collected in four hours. 

The supper held at the conclusion of the scrap iron drive netted 
$125.92. The supper was sponsored by the Zearing Service Organ- 
ization. Sk 


HAASE 


Frederick Martin Haase was a veteran of the Franco-Prussian 
War. He served for two years in the German army. 
Frederick was born in Mecklenburg, Lehwarin, Germany, on 


Miurrary History 245 


April 3, 1847. He married Minnie Falk on April 19, 1872. They 
moved to our community in 1887. 

Frederick and Minnie were the parents of four children. They 
were Charles W., Fred A., Ida, and Minnie. Charles W. and Fred 
A. were Zearing business men for many years. They were in the 
implement and grain business. 

Frederick died on April 14, 1929. Minnie died on April 8, 1927. 
They are buried at Eldora, Iowa. 


HOLVECK 


Louis Holveck was a soldier in the French army during the 
Franco-Prussian War. When France was defeated his home in 
Alsace Lorraine became a part of Germany. Louis came to the 
United States. 

Louis was born in Alsace Lorraine on April 19, 1837. He mar- 
ried Laura Robinson. The family lived on a farm southeast of Zear- 
ing for many years. 

Louis and Laura were the parents of six sons and two daughters. 
They were Joseph, Mary, John, Margaret, Albert, David, Daniel, 
and Charles. Joseph was a farmer in our community. Charles has 
been a Zearine business man for many years. 

Louis died on November 10, 1922. Laura died in 1898. 


LeROY 


Frank EK. LeRoy was a peace time service man in the United 
States Navy. He enlisted in 1905. He served four years. Frank was 
the son of Charles H. and Bell Cordle LeRoy. 

Frank married Lucy Rowley on June 24, 1909. Frank and Lucey 
were the parents of a son, Donald. 

Frank died on April 3, 1938. He was buried in the Zearing 
Mausoleum. 


CULBERTSON 


Eber Delwin Culbertson was a peace time soldier. He enlisted 
at Baltimore, Maryland, in 1928. He served in the Service Company 
of the Ist Tank Regiment. 

Kber was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, on January 
1, 1911. The following year his parents, Earl and Alice MeVitty 
Culbertson, moved to our community. Eber was killed in a train 
accident in 1931. 

The Culbertson family is a well known family in our community 
in 1956. Alice and Earl were the parents of four children. They 
were Eber, Ralph, Esther, and Dorothy. Alice and Earl are living 
in our community in 1956. 
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War EXPERIENCES 
Ev.vin L. PERISHO 


Elvin L. Perisho of our community had some very interesting 
experiences during World War II. A detachment of American 
troops, including Elvin, was sent on a special mission to Bizerte, 
Africa. Bizerte, at that time, was not a part of the firmly held re- 
eaptured territory. 

British troops were scheduled to help the Americans in the 
special mission. However, the entire operation was cancelled leaving 
the Americans stranded. The Americans were captured by the Ger- 
mans. 

Elvin was ordered to board a German plane with other prison- 
ers. The German pilot spoke English. The pilot had been in the 
United States. He was acquainted with an American girl who lived 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, near the home of one of the prisoners. 


The first stop was at Palmero, Sicily. The residents of Palmero 
started to heckle and spit at the prisoners. The German pilot chased 
the hecklers away. The next stop was at Naples, Italy. Elvin was 
confined in a prison camp there for about a month. He was trans- 
ferred from Naples to a camp on the Adriatic coast northeast of 
Rome. 

Elvin remained in the camp on the Adriatie coast from January 
to September, 1943. In September of 1943, the prisoners staged a 
mass escape. There was shooting by the Italian guards but they 
could not prevent the escape of the prisoners. 

Elvin fled with the other prisoners to the hills. He lived with 
Italian residents until June, 1944. He mentioned one narrow es- 
eape. An Italian woman tried to warn him of Germans in the 
vicinity. He could not understand her. Luckily the Germans did 
not see him. 

Elvin was seriously ill with yellow jaundice while hiding in the 
hills. An Italian doctor was smuggled in. Elvin eredits the doctor 
with saving his life. 

In June of 1944, Elvin contacted a Polish tank outfit. Later he 
reported to the British army. He was returned to the American 
forees and sent home. 


WILSON 


Thomas George Wilson, a veteran of World War I, died at 
Iowa Falls, Iowa, on June 2, 1956. Thomas was born at Zearing, 
Iowa, on June 24, 1893. He was the son of Timothy and Elizabeth 
Golly Wilson. He was the grandson of Hugh Golly of our com- 
munity. 

Thomas was survived by a son, Dean. Thomas was buried in the 
Zearing Cemetery. 


ILLINOIS GROVE 


ILLINOIS GROVE FAMILIES 


Ilhnois Grove has a history of its own. We could not possibly 
cover it adequately in our history. However, we can inelude a 
sketch in our history. 

The history of the Illinois Grove post office has been included 
with our post office history. The history of the chureh at L[linois 
Grove has been included with the histories of our ehurches. Many 
of the families of Illinois Grove had members who moved to Lin- 
coln township in later years. We have included as many of those 
families as we could in our family section. 


Some of the family names of Illinois Grove did not appear in 
the records of Lincoln township. They evidently moved to other 
communities when they left Illinois Grove. 


One of the families which does not appear in the records of 
Lincoln township is the Abbott family. From our own knowledge 
of the history of Illinois Grove, I would classify the Abbott family 
as the leading pioneer family of that community. The family came 
to Illinois Grove in the 1850’s. Members of the Abbott family were 
community leaders in Illinois Grove for many years. I tried to 
obtain a family sketch of the Abbott family. I could not locate a 
living relative. 


The name Lockwood was a well known pioneer name. Elijah 
Cox was a prominent pioneer. Clark, McCurdy, and Frayer were 
leading pioneer names. 

David A. Tooker was an Illinois Grove postmaster in the 1870’s. 
A member of the Tooker family owned a small store in Zearing in 
later years. However, we do not have the given name of the Zear- 
ing store owner. 

The Haslett family moved to Lincoln township in the 1880s. 
However, the family belongs in the history of Illinois Grove. 
William owned a store in the town of Illinois Grove. William, Jen- 
nie, and Agnes Haslett were charter members of the church or- 
ganized at the Wickham school house. 


Albert W. Squires was the last postmaster at Illinois Grove. 
He was the first postmaster of Zearing. Albert’s wife, Lugetta, 
died in Zearing on September 9, 1882. She was buried in the Illinois 
Grove Cemetery. 

The See family was considered an Illinois Grove family although 
several members of the family came to our community in later 
years. The See hill in Illinois Grove was named because the Michael 
See family lived on the hill. Many of the first car owners of Lin- 
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coln township tested the power of their new ears by driving up the 
See hill. The road leading to the See hill was closed several years 
ago. 

Legend states that an uncle of Jeffries, the famous prize fighter, 
was a’ pioneer blacksmith in Illinois Grove. I can not prove the 
truth of the legend. 


Clay Reed wrote an article on the early history of Illinois Grove. 
Clay loved Illinois Grove. It distressed him to see the timber cut 
away and the land farmed. Clay told me that he remembered when 
you could not tell where Illinois Grove ended and Bivens Grove 
began. In 1956, a wide stretch of farm land separates them. 

In later years Clay tried to restore the timber of his boyhood 
memories on a small section of his land. However, it was too late. 
His health had failed and he never fully realized his dream. Clay 
died on October 29, 1951. 


Earty History oF ILLINOIS GROVE 
By CuAay REED 


I have been requested to write this history. However, I feel too 
young for such a task. I came to Illinois Grove by birth in 1867. 
Old men with beards lived there when I arrived. 

The trade territory of Illinois Grove extended to where Zearing 
and Hubbard are located today. Thus in the early days Illinois 
Grove was actually a vast territory. 

The first settlers were generally from Indiana and Ohio. A few 
came from Pennsylvania and New York. Earliest settlements were 
in the timber, if possible. That is why Illinois Grove was settled 
before the surrounding open country. The timber provided shelter 
from the violent blizzards and storms. The timber also provided 
fuel and building materials. 


Settlers living outside the timber owned timber lots. I bought 
forty acres on which there were nineteen deeded timber lots. In 
the early days Illinois Grove was a vast area of magnificent timber. 
There were no bare spots as there are today. 

The town of Illinois Grove was located at the first road inter- 
section straight north of the Illinois Grove Cemetery. The town 
was on the main road between Fort Dodge and Iowa City. Prairie 
freighters traveled this road but it was not a stage route. 

Several years ago I noticed the prairie road was still visible. 
Early one morning I happened to be at the road intersection where 
the town was located. The sun was rising in the east. I looked south- 
east across a field of oats toward Iowa City. The oats in the field 
erowing on the old road varied slightly in size and color from the 
remainder of the field. 


A star route running from Iowa Falls to State Center delivered 
mail to the Illinois Grove post office twice per week. The town had 
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two general stores, hotel, livery barn, drug store, blacksmith shop, 
and saloon. 


In 1874, a new school house was built on the site of the small 
brick school house to take care of the increased population. This 
school house is in good condition in 1947. It was built by Adam K. 
Guthrie and Daniel Dakins. 


ILLINOIS GROVE CoaL MINE 
By CuAy REED 


In 1872, coal was discovered in Liberty township, Marshall 
county, lowa. A cooperative mining company was formed. Some 
of those buying shares in the company were Abe Smith, William 
Holeomb, McCurdy, Henry Farber, James Tight, Elijah Cox, John 
Frayer, and John S. Reed. 

It was a shaft mine 150 feet deep. The vein was 4 feet thick. The 
coal was not of the best quality. It contained rock and much sul- 
pher. Water hampered operations. Hoisting the coal to the surface 
was a difficult job. In 1876, the mine was abandoned. A man by 
the name of Higgins was the mine foreman. 

The mine was located approximately one-half mile west of where 
the Liberty school house is located today. It was in the field on the 
north side of the road. It was located east of the creek. The slack 
can be seen from the road in 1947. 
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A—Section 12—John Campbell, First Settler, 160 Acres. 
B—Section 9—Judge Zearing’s Land, 120 Acres. 
C—Section 15—Wickham School House. 

D—Section 16—Pioneer Burial Ground. 

E—Section 17—Sunset Post Office. 

F—Section 21—Ike’s Grove. 

G—Section 11—Happy Home Farm. 


The above list of historical places appear on the map of Lincoln 
township. The historical places can be located by comparing the above 
list with the section numbers on the map. 


The map of Zearing and the map of Lincoln township were drawn 
for this history by Loren E. Norman, in 1956. 
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